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» the urbanity and general good qualities of those appointed to take the oftice of President of that
Committee. but he thought that to carry out thy recommendutions ot the committee would be to eflect
o vast improvement,

The motion was then put from the throng, aud carried.

Bro. J. BANKIN STEBBING, P. G. D., then roseand raid, that he proposed to occapy Grand Lodge a
few minutes, tv take their vote upon an important question.  He begged to propose, 1o the words of
the motion that he had piaced on the puper i—

“Phat in the opinion of Grand Lodge, no futwmis Grand Master should hold that ofiice for more than

five years i1 succession, unless in the case of a Royul Prince.”
It was his desiie that the annual election of Grand Master should take place as now. No alteration
whatever should oceur in the present mode, which had answered extremely well, but that they shonld
place a limit on the retention of that oftice by not allowing it tu be held tor more than five yeurs by
the same Grand Master, however distinguished. ‘}his he suid was no new notion 5 it was but reviving
a state of things that tormerly existed, when it was an uncomon oceurrence for a Gre 1 Muster to
hold oftiee for a longer period than two, three, or four years, It was desirable toassociate with Grand
Lodge as nany distinguished noblemen as pussible.  In former times they had haa diirty-two Grand
Masters whose | -tiod of oftice wis under two years.  ‘T'his was found extremely beneticial, and they
found tunt witen 1n those times a brother was re-clected for four or five yeary, it was for sume special
quality. Lord Byron sat for five years as Grand Masters he was very assiduous in his daties, und that
was the catse of his re-etection, It was true that in Scotland such an arrangement was not £ und
practicable, but they must compare like things with ihe.  They would tind that certain preulinrvities
m Scotland rendered a comparison in this respeet_between Bugland nd Scotlan t jnapplicavle. He
thought that tae proposed chunge would he 1d out inaucements o the Peets of Lnglaud to flock round
the Masonle Phrone, which he Qield must be extremely benetieial to Masoury.  He would put it to
brethren present 1o consider what would be ihe effectaf the rule obtimed m private lodges which
obtained w Grand Lodge,  Whenever the praciice of continuous ré-cleetive was adopted 1o private
lodges it hud the effect of bringing such lodges todecay,  Thematter w+ therefore of an importance
which demanded that he should boldly declare his sentiments withotit b g thought 1o cast reflections
upen a yone, ‘Their Past Grand Master had been mosi assiduous ard ¢t ¢rent, and he made no com-
plaing, but the comphitint he did makie was ties, that where they haas a Grond Master for aguarter of a
century they had onty the same stream of th ught pervadigg all the proceedings.  What, he would ask,
weuld be tie condition of the State 1f statesmen were all o one opinon ¥ and what would be the con-
dition ot the Church if our bishops were all of the same mind ¥ danghter).  Take auy country, any
Peoplc, any insutuion, any protession, awd it there 13 only one desetiption of opinion they did not
ave @ strong institution, prs fession, corntry, or prople,  He wouls not detain them loneer at that
Jate perivd ot the night s he cast no refleciions on the Past Grand Master or the in-coming Grand
Master, of whom nothing eould be said too Lindly, buat he would ask them to vavy the statesmen in
Masonry, and make Masonvy stronger, and if they did so, as it had fourishea in the past, s it would
flourish again,

Bro. Ray ahan Stewart's notice of motion, .

** That no brother shall hold the office of Grand Master (anless he be a Prince of the Blocd Royal)
for a’longcr perioa than fve years, at the end ol waien titie he sualt reiiie from ofile- for at least one
year.”
was then gpoken to by Bro. Bennoch, whoh “d that the relinquishment of office for one year, after
the expiration of five yeirs, woul vhave a most Deniticiat etieet, as it would give the Goand Master a
rest which, by that ume, he would need.  This was lound to work well at the sank o) Eagand, where
the Dircctors are obhged to retire £ ra year ajter a cectain term of service,

Bro. BracysTONE BAKER reminded the brethres that though this question had again been birought
forward, it had been wspused of most effectually ten years age.  Tne same resolut m was brought
forward vy Bro, Stebbing, in June 186y, when tie supported it by the same srguments he had used to-
nigit, but it then produced s more effeet than he (Bro. Buker) ¢Xpected it woeunld produce now.  Quly
four han s were then beld up in its favour in a very large Grand Lodge.  (Hear), Me went on to say
that if the proposed alterations were ceffected with regard to the Grand Master, they might as well
apply tie same rule to the Grand Treasurer, Grand Sceretary, &¢., and more expecially to the Pro-
vinelal and Disteict Grand Masters, it the rule was wortts anything it mnst be consistent; he pointed
out a fact which seemed (0 have been unnoticed, that the eonstituency of Grand Li dge was every year
altered, asmuca s from 4 to 500 Brethren every year became Junior Wardens, &oe., 23 sueh members
of Grund Lodge. e coneiudid by moving the sume amendment us was woved in June 1869, declin-
icg to entertun any proposition the cffect of which would be to fetter it in its selection anaually of a
Grund Master. .

This amen iment was seconded by 2 BROTHER, who said, that though there might be some arga-
ments 1n favour of the m« tions, tho:e¢ against them were much stronger.  He thought that they must
be unanimous intheir vote. They all kuew how the Craft bad flourished under the lute Grand Master,
hie th ught that the Craft was now in a very flourishing condition, and he deprecated auy change.
Why, he would ask, should a Grand Master be preciuded trom holding the throne tor ten years? They
had the power of election.

Bro. ¢:LaBON said that he should hardly have risen, but it happened that he belonged to asociety
where the propused attered wmethod had been in vogue, and it worked most disastrously,

It wus argued by a BROTHER, that the adeption of this resolution would limit the future members
of Grund Loudyge in their decisions. Butit would do another thing, it would ¢. mpel them to re-clect
the Giand Master. He-did not mean to suy that the resolution pledged them to that course, tut ita
Graud Master were not retained in - flice for the term prescribed, it would imply dissatisfaction. He
thought 1ta remark worthy the consideration of the lodge, that they were not calied upon to elect men
merely becanse they were peers of the realm, but because they were meritorious.  He thought, there-

fore, tuat the amendment should be carried.

EARL DE ‘T'ABLEY. rosc ana said, that as Peers of the Realm had been alluded to, perhaps he might
be atlowed to say u' few words on the present occasion, Much 1 ad been said, and well ~aid, by Bro.
Stebbing, as to the period for which the Throne should be occupied. But he (Earl de Table. ) could
only suy, that it would be a disadvantage to anv one ascending the Throne to know that the time was
limited as proposed, What was best for the country and best for Masonry was a sirong Government,
and therefore he would most cordially vote for the amendment, and trusted it would be supported by




