Current Problems in

the standard for preparation for
life, or is it preparation for life
which affords the proper criterion
of adequate preparation for col-
lege ? Is the high school course
to be planned primarily with ref-
erence to meeting the weeds ot
those who go to college, on the
assumption that this will also serve
hest the needs of those who go
into other callings in life ? Or,
shall the igh school devote its
cnergies to preparing all its mem-
bers for life in more comprelien-
sive sense, and permit the college
to select its entrance requirements
on the basis of work thus done?

I «lall not attempt to solve this
proliem and for a very good rea-
son. 1 Dbelieve that there are
ferces inherent in the situation 1t-
s¢if which are working out an in-
ervitable solution. Every step in
the more rational development of
Eoth high school and college, with-
it any 1eicrence to their relation-
ships to ecach other bring the two
rmore closely together. I am op-
timistic enough to believe that we
are much nearer a solution of this
vexed question than we generally
dare bélieve. Quite independent
of any qustion of entrance re-
quirements, or of . high school
preparation, the college is under-
going a very marked development
and even transformation, on its
awn account. I refer to such de-
velopments within the college
course as the introduction not
only of the Ph. B.ana B. S. course
side by side with the older classi-
cal courses, but also to the for-
ward movement in the direction of
a specific group of commercial and
social studies; and to the tendency
of all universities of broad scope
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to maintain technological schools.
I refer also to the tendency to
adapt the college work more and
more to preparation for specific
vocations in life. Practically all
the larger colleges of the country
now have a definite arrangement by
which at least one vear of the un-
dergraduate gcoursc counts equal-
Iv in the professional course ot
law, medicine, or divinity as the
case may be. Now, when these
two movements have reached their
fruition, and the high school has
worked out on its own account
the broadening of its own curri-
culm, I believe we shall find that
the high school and the coliege
have arrived at a common noint.
The college course will be so broar
and varied that it will be entirely
feasible to take any judicious
group of studies from any well or-
ganized and well managed Tigh
school, and accept them as pre-
paration for college. It has been
the narrowness of the traditional
colliege curriculum on one side and
the inadequacy of the content >f
high school work on the other
which have caused a large part of
our mutual embarrassments.

I must run rapidly over the
problems referred to under mv
third and fourth main heads—
those having to do with adjust-
ment to individual needs, and to
the social uses of the school. T
take it that these illustrate just
the same general principle we have
been already discussing. The
school has a tradition not only re-
garding its position in the educa-
tional system as a whole, and not
only as regards its proper curri-
culum, but also as regards the me-
thods and ideals of discipline and



