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"It is not iutended by any expression of mine, that the read-
ing of any portion of Soripture be attended with auy exposi.
tion, or instruction in the nature of an e fosition, of the toxt,
and that explanations should bo limited to the botter nuder.
standing simply of the words uscd."

It would thus appear that it is not in accordance with the
Regulations to have the Bible read at any timo in a Publie
School except duriug the opening and closing exorcises.

(tnrihuttuns a lit gorrc olnbeîîcc.

NOTES ON EDUCATION IN GERMANY.

DY H. C. DAYNE, M.A., PH.»., HALIFAX Ho1 sCHOOL, NOVA SCOTIA.

In all countries possessing a complote Educational systom thora
aro threo grades of instruction. Thora is the prinary instruction
of 'ho Elementary Schools, the Secondary of the High Schools,
Academies, Lyceums or Gymnasia, and the special higher iu-
struction of the Universities, Polytechlnic Institutes, &c. Geruany
possesses all of these-aud all, toc, in a more highly developed
stato than any other country in the world.

In order to comment ou the mnerits of the Educational system of
Germany, and to deduce from its study some facts which may be
of advantage to us in our New Dominion, it will be roquisito te
make a necessarily brief review of these different classes of schools.

We prefer to commence with the Secondary instruction of
Oernany, as that which, upon the whole, is the most characteristic
of the country, and forme the nucleub of the entire system. This
instruction is imparted in thrce classes of schools doesignated
Gymuasion (Gymnasiuns), Reaseu - (Real Senols), and
Höhnre Burgersohulen (Upper Burgher Schools). Above these
institutions stand the Universities and more special institutes, be-
low them the Prinmary Schools. All these classes of Secondary
schools as well as the Universities are under tho immoihate control
of the Minister of Publie Instruction. The State bas carefully
reserved to itself the direction of the highor education of the
country.

Tho support of the Gymnasiums, Real Schools and Higher
Burgher Schools is, in some cases, entiroly by the community in
whieh they are situuted; more frequontly, however, this support is
supplemented by State aid ; and often the schools are exclusively
depandent upon the State. A fuw enjoy a considerable interest
accruing from invested funds.

The Gymnasim is the institution which, of the thrce, eujoys the
highest position. It is the school whose instruction is immediately
preparatory to the studios of the University. It corresponds
roughly to the Grammar and High Schools of Scotlad, and to the
Public Schools of England. Liko these, the Gymnasium had its
origin in the Cathodral and Monastery schools of the pre-reforma-
tion poriod, which. amid the advances of the l7th and 18th
centuries, became much widened in their curriculum and much
higher in their aims. As university courses became delveloped
these schools fell naturally into their place as preparatory institu-
tions to the University. In Gormany, as in England and Scotland,
the ancieut classics formed, and still form, the nucieus of study.

The Gymnasium bas six grades or forme, having the Latin
designations &xta, Quinta, Quarto, Tertia, Secunda and Prima.
Instruction commences with Sex-a and ends with Prima, being thus
the inverse order of the public schools of England, in which the
sixth form is the highest grade in the scoiol. Each of these six
classes le generally divided into two sections, an upper and a lower,

for the purposes of instruction. The sixth and fifth grades formn
the inferior division of tho sehool, the fourth and third the middlo,
and the sec--nd and first the higher. Tho longtlh of time allotted
to the atua of the soveral classes is, to Sexta, Quinta and
Quarto one yoar oach ; to Tortia, Secundu, Prima two years encl ;
nino years in al]. In general. a boy entors the Gymnasinm at 9
years of ago and quits tho same for tho University at 18. A still
higher class than Prima called Selecta, is sornetnies formed, and ie
under tho immediate direction of the hod muaster. It is coinposed
of a selocted few of the Prima, whose attainients and abilities
warrant a special course of instruction.

The so.called Lehrplau, or programme of s!ndv, idicating the
subjects of study and the time allotted to each, is drawn up by
ministerial authority. This programme is not minute in its regula-
tions, but confining itself to the subject of study and the allotnent
of timo to each, it adnits of considerable fredom of arrangement
to 'individual teachers. The total weekly number of hours fixod
for school work is in Sexta 28 hours, in each of the others 80 hours.
Classes open in suminor at 7 a.m., aid continue util Il a.m. In
winter the morning session is frem 8 to 12; the afternoon session
is from 2 te 4 the whole year round. Thora is but one half holiday
in the week, upon Thursday. Saturday is a teaching day as well
as others.

The distribution of time allots 10 hou e weekly te Latin ( of
whole time). Greek, which begins in Quarto, has eight hours
weekly; Gorman two to throo hours; Mathematics three to five
hours; French (in higher classes only) throo hours por week ;
Geography and History two te three bours. Science two hours.
In towns aad villages which are unprovided with Real Schools or
Higher Durgher Schools the study of branches of Science and the
more extended pursuit of Goegraphy and Mathomatics may bo
substituted in lien of Gree: ; but in all Gymnasiums, proporly so
called, Groek usurps a prominent place and reserves one quarter of
the wholo time to itsolf. Besides the subjects mentioned, drawing,
music and gymnasties form a rpgular parf of the course of in-
struction. For thoso dosigning to pursue subsequently a
University course in Theology, Hebrew is als , a compulsory study
in the higher divisions of the school. Tho abjoects steadily con-
templated in the instruction of the Gymnasium is, as it is styled,
the Allgemeine Wissenchaftliche Beldung of the pupil, i.e., the
general development of his mental powers, without regard to the
special applicability of the subjects taught to future pursuits in life.
The method of instruction followed is in all Gymnasiums much the
saine. In the higher classes the chief Latin and Greek authors
are read and criticised in detail. The writings of Cicero, Tacitus,
Horace, Plato, Thucydides, &c., are studied consecutively. They
are treated in the first instance as literary productions to be read
and studied for the thought they contain and the beauty of the
language in which the thought is clothed. This does not preclude,
however, a more detailed grammatical and philological criticism
accompanying each lesson. The classical instruction of the Gym-
nasiums is characterized alike by the amount of Latin and Greek
literature overtaken during the course of study, and by the minute
and accurate knowledge of the grammatical form of the philological
structure and of the literary beauties of the language which i.
gained. The students are often required to give an oral account
in Latin of the lesson which bas beeu assigned for the day, or to
write Latin essaye on certain topices arising out of the lesson.

• (To be Continued.)

-A teacher ought to know of everything much more than the
learner can be expected te acquire. He must know things in a
masterly way, curiously, nicely, and in their rcasons.-E. Everett.


