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T i certain, that to judge well of
parts, the whole ought firft to be
- confider’d.

According to this maxim, and in

order to give a juft Idea of the parts

of Africa I am to defcribe in this volume, I
will prefent the reader with a general view
of that quarter of the univerfe, that he may
the'better judge of their relation to eachi o-
ther.

"For this purpofe, 1 fhall confider. the
whole terreftrial globe, as divided into three
principal parts, viz. the old, -the new, and
the unknown world. The firft, which is

_.ourcontinent, lies in the fuperior hemi-

fpncre in refpeé to us, and comprehends
E:repey Afis, and Africa. The fecond,
which 1s America, isin the inferior hemi-
fphere. And the third, which comprehends-
the Arétick and the Antarétick world, isin
both the one and the other hemifphere.
~ Befides thefe main parts of the terreftrial
globe, there are feveral Jflands, which a
commonly affign’d to the

After the st earth was divided into

ecparts, according to the number of the
children of Noab ; Afia, according to * fofe-
phus, fell to the fhare of Sem ; Africa tothat

of Cbam ; and Eurgpe to that of Fapbet.
T'o confine ourfebvos o 5IC may

e cudfitearonty;Ic

be confider’d as the largeft peninfula in the
world, and as the fecond part of our conti-
nent in largenefs. The Ocean, the Mediter-
ranean, and the Red-Sea encompafsitalmoft
all round ; for it holds to the continent of
Afia only by the Ifbmus of Suéz, which
lies betwixt the two latter of thofe feas, be-

ing not above eighty Engli/b miles broad.
The firuation of Africa, is betwixt 2 and
85 degrees of longitude from the meridian
of Ferro; and between 34 of north, and
35 degrees of fouth latitude : fo that the E-
ualor cuts it into two almoft equal Setions.
ts length and breadth are generally deter-
mined by the four capes, or promontories
it has towards the four regions of the uni-
verfe ; czpe Bona on the north, the cape of
Good-Hope on the fouth, cape Guardafuy on

the eaft, and capeé Zerde on the weft.
Thetwo laft capesdctermine its length of
abg{ut 15 ‘5ro', and the two former its breadth
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of near 1400 leagues. Thus it is fmaller .
than Afia, which lies eaft of it ; . and much
larger than Europe, which is on the-north ;
and much more thinly peopled than either
of them. ‘ '
" Asitliesin the Torrid Zone, the heatis ex-
ceflive,which is the reafon it has fo few inhabi-
tants, and fomany monftersand fic rce animals.
Authors differ very much about the

etymology of its name: the Gr, bPait—
T, mpian-Erigtin. Hiporen Ogy.
gias Ammonites, Etbiop.u, Cyrene, Cepbe-
nia, Eria, and Opbiifa: but thefe were ra-
ther names of parts than of the whole. The
Latins call it only Lybia and Africa. The
Moors, Akebulan's the Irdians,’ Bezecath s
and the Arabs, Ifiriguia; from which, ftrap-
gers changing the [ into 4; call it Africa,
asdo the Latins, ltalians, Spaniards, French,
Dutch, and others.  Fofephus fays, it receiv’d
the name from O:.bres graj Fabam
who is naped-

and that he fought jointly with histwo Bro-
thers, fons of Abrabam by Keturs, i. r. -
pbram and Sur, in Lybia, againft-fni@us, un-
der thc condu& Of Hoveules. Some alfo de-
rive the pamic Of Africa from the Hebrew -
sl Apbar, i. e. Duft 5 but Bochartus in his
Canaan takes the trueft etymology from the
Punickword Pherik, an ear of corn, becaufe
of the great plenty of corn produced in E-
gypts Barbary, and many other countries of
Africa. . )
Africa is of a pyramidal or triangular
form, the bafis whereof extends along the
Mediterranean, from the mouths of the Nile,
to the ftreights of Gibraltar : the other two
fides are water’d on the eaft by the Red and
Indian feas, and on the weft by the Atlantick
ocean. _
~ When the fons of Noab divided the world
among themiclves, the lot of Cbam, as Fo-
Jepbus relates, contain’d all the countries
from the mountains dmanus and Libanus to
the weftern ocean, and his children gave
them their own names; fome of which are
now entirely loft, and others fo much cor-
rupted, that they are fcarce to be known,
Only the Etbiogians, defcended from Chus,
Cham’s eldeft fon, have retain’d their name,
B not

encfis, Hepber ; andClodo- £Ch. 5.
@, cited by || Fo/epbus, calls him Fapbram, L. 1.c.6.




