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knowledge, I passed at length the narrow scas into France with
sir Edward Stafford, her Maiestiés carefull and discrect Ligier,
where during my fiue yeeres aload with him in his dangerous _ /
" and chargeable residencie in h ighnes seruice, 1 both heard s * ‘
in speech, and read in books otifer nations miraculously extolled / . Sk
for their discoucrics and notable enterprises by sea, but the . - ‘
English of all others for their sluggish security, and continuall "
neglect of the hike attempts especially in so long and happy a -
time of peace, either ignominiously reported, or. exceedingly
condemned: which singular opportunity, if some other people
our ncighbors had beénc blessed with, their protestations arc/ . . »
oftcn and vehement, they would farre otherwise haue vsed. Anpd . o ‘ S e
- that the trueth and euidence heerof may better appeare, t '
are the very words of Popiliniere in his booke called I” Adf )
‘de France, and printed at Paris. - Fol. 73-pag. 1, 2. The occa- . B
' sion of his speech is the commendation of the Rhodys ' ‘ L o _ -
being (as we are) Islanders, were excellent in nauigation, where- g _— T4
upon he woondereth much that the English should fot surpasse ' ' :
.'in that qualitie, in this sort: Ce qui m’a fait autresfois rechercher *,~ S o
les occasions, qui empeschent, que les Anglois; qui ont d’ esprit, S - _ Lo
~ de moyens, & valeur assez, pour s'aquerir vn d héneur parmi ' : . 5. ‘
* tos les Chrestiens, ne se font plus valoir spr I'element qui leur T .
est, & doit estre plus naturel qu’ ‘A autpés peuples: qui leur. - - .
doiuent ceder en la structure, accommdédement & police de e
. hauires: comme i’ ay veu ‘en . plusiedrs. endroits parmi eux.! : o
, . " Thus both hearing, and regding the 6bloquie of our.nation, and -
B S finding few or none of our owne/men able to replie heerin :
and further, not seeing any to hane care to recomend to
the world, the industrious labgrs, and: painefull trauels of our -
countrey men : for stopping the mouthes of the reprochers, my
selfe being the last wintgr returned from France with the : : -
honorable the Lady Sheffield, for her passing good behauior o . SR =
highly esteemed in all the French court, .dgﬁndined notwith- -~ ‘ ‘ :
standing all-diﬂicultin » to vndertake the burden of that worke - ) ¥ >
VA - - - .o : R )
« Y Transiation : ‘f/l'h's made me inquire into the reasons which prevent the ’ . C '
‘English, who have/sufficient intelligence,. means, and courage to acquire great
"honour amongst 4ll Christians, from shining more on the element which.is and
ought to be mgte natural to them than to.other nations, who must needs yield - - . L
to them in thé building, ﬁtting out, and management .of ships, as I haye my. . - . ) . .
- self often witnessed when amongst them.’” : ’ T - ’
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