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It is almost unnecessary for us to say that the Mexican,
Central American, and Peruvian civilisations withered away at
the contact with the fanaticism and ignorance of the Spaniard,
and was replaced by one of foreign growth, which can scarcely
be said to be higher. Probably its destruction would have
been no less sure had it·been brought into relation with any
other European peoples. In dealing with it we cannot fairly
compare it with any of those which have flourished within the
last two thousand years in Europe. It can only be compared
with the civilisation of the bronze age, which was rapidly
passing away at the very dawn of history in the region of
the Mediterranean; such, for example, as that revealed by the
labours of Dr. Schliemann in the mound at Hisarlík.

The general irppression left on our mind by the study of the
problem offered by the races of the Americas is: 1. That they
are, with the exception of the Eskimos, of Mongolian deriva-
tion, and that they have inhabited the new world for a sufficient
length of time to develope many languages and a peculiar
civilisation. 2. That from time to time fresh bodies of emi-
grants arrived from Asia, probably over sea, bringing with
them the knowledge of arts and sciences, which were engrafted
into this civilisation. 3. That there is no proof of contact
of the new with the old world to be found in the civilisations
of Mexico, Central America, and- of Peru later than the
bronze age. The absence of domestic animals, except the dog
in the two first, may be accounted for by the difficulty of
their being conveyed in canoes, as well as by the seafaring
Mongolians, Malays, Polynesians, &c. not being addicted to
pastoral habits. 4. That the migration bas been on the whole
from Asia to America, and the general drift of the tribes from
north to south. We can confidently recommend Mr. Ban-
croft's book to our readers as a trustworthy and well-edited
encyclopoedia of all that is known of the 'Native Races of
the Pacific States of North America,' and of the most im-

portant facts relating to the history, art, and architecture of
the civilised peoples of Mexico and Central America.


