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I shall expect you at seven o'clock.”
She passed away from him into
the restaurant. Mr. Mangan,
h&d from his friends, rejoined his
host, and tre two men took their
:}llncu at the side table to which
ey were ushered with many signs
of attention. ’
“Wasn't that the Princess Eidex-
strom with whom you were talk-
ing ” the solicitor asked cufriously.
“A lady addressed me by mistake,
Dominey explained.

(continued from last week)

“And ‘T suppose that every one else
has the same idea?”

“The mystery,” Mr. Mangan ad-
mitted, “has never been cleared ,up.
1t is well known, you see, that you
fought in the park and that you
staggered home almost senseless.
Roger Unthank has never been seen
from that day to this.”

«If 1 had killed him,” Dominey
pointed out, “why was his body not
found " :

The lawyer shook his head.

“There are all sorts of theoies, of
course,” he said, “but for one super-

“She mistook
me, curiously enough, for a man who
used to be called my double at Ox-
| ford. Sigismund Devinter he was
stition you may as well be prepared.  then, although I think he came into
There is swcelyamnorawomm‘ndle later on.”
for miles around Dominey who! «“The Prin
doesn't believe that the ghost of ' personage,” ;:‘ i;‘mqnh ‘relfx::iwe‘:is
Rogor Unthank = still hsunts the | one of the richest widows in Euto- |
Black Wood near where you fought.” | ps. Her husband was killed in a duel
“Let us be quite clear about this,” | gome six or seven years ago.” ’
Dominey insisted. “If the body| Dominey ordered the luncheon
should ever be found, sm I lisble,' with care, slipping into a word or|
after i:llghm""'m to be mw\'ﬂm of German once to assist the'
man-slau, ? waiter, who s Engl -
«] think you may make your mind culty. His wmpoh onga:hﬂe:.ith i

quite at ease,” the lawyer assured =~ «J gee that you have not f
Him. “In the first place, I don't think ' your csins it e g

you would ever be in e wilds.”
“And in the second? | . “f had no chance to,” Dominey
“Ihere isn't a human being in ppswered. “I spent five years on tlu)el
that part of Norfolk would ever be- ' horders of German East Africa, ol
lieve that the body of a man or beast | {raded with some of the fellows
left. within the shadow of the Black here regularly.”
‘Wood, would ever be seen or heard '  «By .the by,” Mr. Mangan en juir-
' ed, “what sort of terms are we on
| with the Germans out there?”
“f,xcellent, I should think,”
the careless reply.
“{ never had any trouble.”
“Of course,” the lawyer conii-
nued, “this will all be new- to  you,
but during the last few years Efg-
lishmen have become divided into

Mr Mangan, on their way into the
grill room, loitered for a few minu-
tes in the small reception room,
chatting with some acquaintances,
whilst his host, having, spoken to the
maitre d’hdtel and ordered a cock-
tail from a passing Wwaiter, stood

was

ality was
was no one of whom I knew so much.
We did business together—a —great
deal of business—and when we were
not partners, Sir Everard generally
got the best of it.”

D ghed. “Luck @
comes to a man either early or late
i;\ufo.uyluckesmehw.lthink,
Seaman, that you must have been
my mascot. Nothing, went wrong
withmed\n—lncﬂnyeand:wndld
business together.” '

Seaman

x 1 11

yer's shoulder.
«Mr. Mangan,” he said, “you
to me. I sell this man the controlling
interests in a mine, shares Which
have held for four and a half-
and never drew a pemny dividend.
sell them to him, I say, at par. Well, |
I need the money and it sems to me
that T had given the

fair chance. Within five Seaman rose reluctantly

weeks, sir,” he mpem:!, mcs“l:;s! feet. ' ; . w»
to attune his voice to his surround-: “At half-past two,”

ings, “those shares had gone from, glancing at his Wl.w’:,: m
parbofourbeenandahﬂf.'l‘o—d&y ppointment with a n B
they stand at twenty. He gave me facturer from Bradford. I hope #o
five thousand pounds for those join my council.” -

shares. To-day he could walk into  He bowed ceremondously to the
our stock market and sell thém for lawyer, odded to Dominey with rod
one hunderd thousand. That is the familiarity of an old friend, and

way money is made in Africa, Mr.
M where i

with his hands behind his  back,
watching the ‘inflow of men and wo-
men with all that interest which one
might be supposed to feel in one's
fellows after a prolonged absence. He
had moved a little on one gide to

two classes—the people who beli
that the Germans wish to go to war
and orush us, and those who don't.”

“Then since my return the num-
ber of the ‘don’ts’ has been ‘ncreas-
ed by one.

allow a party of young people t0' I am amongst the doubtless my-
make their way through the crowded celf " Mr. Mangan remarked. “All
chamber, when he Was conscious of 8 the same, I can’t quite see what

Germany wants with ruch an immen-
se army, and why she is continnally
adcing to her fleet.” f

Dominey paused for a momeut to
discuss the matter of a sauce with
the head waiter. He returned to the
subject a few minutes later on, :.ow-
ever. ¢ ;

“Of course,” he pointed out, “my
opinions can only come from a <tudy

woman standing alone on the top-
most of the three thickly carpeted
stairs. Their eyes met, and hers,
which been wandering
around the room as though in search
of some acquaintance, seemed inst-
antly and fervently held. To the few
loungers about the room, ignorant
of any special significance in that
studied contemplation of the man
on the part of the woman, their two
personalities presented an agreeable,
almost a fascinating study. Dominey
was six feet two in height and had
to its fullest extent the natural dis-
tinction of his class, together with
the half military, half athletic bear-
ing which seemed to have been 80
marvellously restored to him. His
complexion was no more than be-
comingly tanned; his slight mous-
tache, trimmed very close to  the
upper lip, was of the same ruddy
brown shade as his sleekly brushed
hair. The woman, who had
ed now to move slowly towards him,
save that her cheeks, at that monient
at any rate, were almost unaturally
pale, was of the same coloring. Her
red-gold hair gleamed beneeth her
black hat. She was tall, a Grecian
type of figure, large without being
coarse, majestic though still young
She carried a little dog under one
arm and a plain black silk bag, on
which was a coronet in platinum and
diamonds, in the other hand. The
major-domo who presided over the
room, watching her approach, bowed
with more than his usual urbanity.
Her eyes, however, were still  fixed

<ations with such Germans as I suve
met out in Afriea, but so far as her
army is concerned, I should have
said that Russia and France were
responsible for that, and the ' more
powerful it is, the less chance of any
Buropean conflagration. Russia
might at any time come to the con-
clusion that a war is her only salva-
tion against a revolution, and you
know  the feeling in France about
Alsace-Lorraine as well as 1 do. The
Germans themselves say that there
is more i st in military matters
and more progress being made in
Russia to-day than ever before.”
“T have no doubt that you are
"right,” agreed Mr. Mangan. “It is a
matter which is being a great deal
discussed just now, however. Let
us speak of your personal plans.
What do you intend to do for the
next few weeks, say? Have you
been to see any of your relatives
yet?”

“Not one,” Dominey replied. “I am

" afraid that I am not altogether keen

about making advances.”

Mr. Mangan coughed. “You must

* remember that during the period of
upon the person who had engaged your last residence in London
so large a share of her attention. She : he said, “you were in a state of
came fowards him, her lips a little ' chronic impecuniosity. No doubt
, that rather affected the attitu-
+The de of some of those who would
erwise have been more firiendly.”

faltered.
you not let me oth
|

parted.
“Leopold!” she
Holy Saints, why did
know!”
Pominey bowed

i very slightly. His never to see one of them again,”

My the lawyer protested.
and see the Duchess,
our

1 fear that you make a mistak?.
name.is not Leopold.”

She stood quite still,
him with air, of not haying heard
word of his’ polite disclaimer.

“In London, of all places”
murmured. “Tell me, what does
mean?”

«] can only repeat ,
said, “that to my very greal
1 have not the honour of your.

"

looking at She was always champion.”
a  “The Duchess
kind to me,”
she ' doubtfully,
it | ‘rather fed up before
land.”
he '* Mr. Mangan 8!

Dominey

malam,

ac- | geemed: hard to
. by a man just
of Africa, and he
talking about duchesses.

aintance. .
qushe was puzzled, but ‘ubsohmalv;
. menn. are °. « "

“You to deny t:\l’lt Kou“ | wenl, .
1d von n?” sha & ! The la
::c.;-':)\nlwv‘v “Yon do not know | gyes zlued!up"o\l‘ﬂm Sotiple

neighbouring table
wit is nob yowards his ¢
me is Do-

at

canion

TME
«The Duchess herself, Sir
just behind  you, with
b8 Omar.”
ment |

; e

"’;‘Mtdl-m'" he u\sWGIOd.

my great pleasure. My na

iney. rd
,mmelmdlor.momant to

struggling Wwith some &
which approached

drew

Lord

of all the world,

Then she | ;o1 dezvous
as he held out

2 hia sleeve and ! .y declared,
yotired COINGT of

her fingers A\l

hint to 3 more ]

their tabler

of the newspapers and from convef-

1 should be perfectly content
Dominey, with perfect struggled against,

words seemed to have a cut and 'declared
dried flavor. \truth. . i
T am so sonry,” he repiied. “put'  “That, of course, is jmpossible,’

“You must go
at any rate.

was always very protest. If he
admitted he'll be here
“but T am afraid she was
1 Jeft Eng-

miled. He was enjoy- he objected.
t vegret ifp a very excellent lunch, which it Very well, then
believe was ordered 1y with the air
home from the wilds yuption.
thoroughly enjoved My, Mangan.

ad paused, with hip
8 Jife I have lived in Berlin,
He leaned across i Forest WM here in Tondon,

Everard, _have watched the growth of
= - s Tiava ia 5 o4 ¢
| the two nations. Theve is no peed for
wihis place must cortalnly bs Hhe. iyem, They might .

,” Domi- things, 1 would brush
| ney ,hi',‘ My aim is to encourage
| hand (6 ‘@ man who had approached the promotion of more

to be found every day.”
Dominey poured out a glass of
wine and passed it to their visitor.. |
“Come,” he said, “we all have our!

i

ups and downs. Africa owes you
nothing, Seaman.” ‘

] have done well in my small i
way,” S imitted, fingering |

the stem of his wineglass, “but
where 1 have had to plod, Sir Eve-l
rard here has stood and commanded
fate to pour her treasures into his !
lap.” |

The lawyer was listening with a'
curiuos interest and pl  sure to this !
half bantering conversation.  He!
found an opportunity now to inter- !
vene. ; |
“So you two were really friends in|
‘Africa?” he remarked, with a queer'
n:g almost inexplicable sense of wi
lief. !

«1f Sir Everard permits our asso-
ciation to be so called,” Seaman re-
plied. “We have done business to-
gether in the great cities—in Jeham-
esburg and Pretoria, in Kimberly
and Cape Town—and we have pros- |
pected together in the. wild places.
We have trekked the veldt and been |
lost to the world for many momf.lu!
at a time. We have seen the real
wonders of Africa together, as well'
as her tawdry civilisation.” !

“And you, too,” Mangan aslned.i

“have you retired ?”
almost beati- |
fic

Seaman’s smile was

“The same deal,” he said, “which
brought Sir Everard’s fortune to that
modest sum which I had sworn to|
_reach before I had returned to Enm‘
land. It is true, I have retired from |
money-making. It is now that I take
up again my real life’s work.”

“If you are going to talk about
your hobby,” Dominey observed,
“you had better order them to serve
your lunch here.”

«I had finish my lunch before ygu
came in,” his friend replied. “I drink
another glass of wine with you, per-
haps. Afterwards a liqueur—who can
In this climate one is favored,

|

say
‘one can drink freely. Sir
and I, Mr. Mangan, have been in

places where thirst is a thing
where for months
a liftle weak brandy and water was
our chief dissipation.”
«pell us about this hobby?” the
lawyer enquired. :
Dominey intervened promptly I

all the afternoon.”
Seaman held out

“But I am not so um

naturalized in En
business loving

of my
Qrateful

ti. e oite. one thivd in Afrien
ComIEr

a
0!

malh_olt.htﬂm
dressed in most eon:

Can I not_speakof my hobby

out & flood of words?”
“Conclseness iteelf,”
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begins to talk of that,

his hands and|’
rolled, his head from side to side. \
. reasonable,”

“Just one word —so?
" he proceeded quick-
of one fearing inter-
“This yust be clear to you,
1 am a Gesman by birth
gland for the sake

Geymay
to England. One third of my
one third
nnd.

1
ousies between

lead to woTse
them all away.

rdl;g gociat?
between

his bustling, good-humoured

(continued next week.)
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