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FINGER OF FATE

Must Vancouver Surrénder Her Posi-
tion as Great Terminal Point ?

Letter IV.
Victoria, May 18, 1907.
Dear , Simce my last letter
announcement has - officially been
in London*@f the great Imperial

't to bind the colenies: eloser -By
inauguration of fast steamship
on the Atlantic. and Pacific

You have,’ of course, read
e details of the plan, which have
peen quite fully cabled ‘to Canada.
we in Victoria are particularly and
specially interested in the announces
ment, which, by the way, has been
characterized by a London corres-
as “the most important mat-
which has engaged the attention
British government in a hun-

d years.” .

I think I am stating the case acours-
ately when I say that in nd> portion
of the empire which is to be affected
% ¢ proposed - arrangement, will

be witnessed, as a result of the
¢ mmation of the project, more
jmportant developments than on Van-
couver Island. Just as' there is no dis-
nut that 2 and 3 are greater than

3 and 2, so is it certain that the posi-
ton of this island on the Pacific sea-
poard implies the necessity of . the

transcontinental lines of rail-

; seeking terminal. points on. it, if

are * to ~attain the - maximum

yunt of benefit to be derived from

the inauguration of the improved ser-

vice and carry out the aim  of. the

promoters of the scheme in respect to
the saving of all possible time.-

1 have not the slightest desire to
say one single word in disparagement
of Vancouver, which"is 'in° many re-
spects a wonderful city, peopled with
enterprizing citizens who have . dis-
played marvelous energy and capa-
city; but I personally am firmly ' of
the opinion that the position of the
present metropolis of British Colum-
bia is distinctly imperilled” by the
trend of events in the development of
the science of tramsportation.

In justification for my conviction
on this point, I cite these facts: The
very life’'s blood of Vancouver is the
circumstance that it is the Pacific
terminus of the Canadian - Pacific
railway. Without that line ‘entering
its doors it would drop at onee to the
position of a small commercial com-
munity, serving perhaps the develop-
ed area imigediately adjacent to it.
No one wiil, T think, dispute that in
this I have stated the case accurately.

In the next place, the - approach
from the ocean to Vancouver, whether
it be from the mnorth, past the east
coast of Vancouver Island, or from
the south, by. way of the Straits of
san Juan de Fuea, is, to wvessels of
large dimensions, of a perilous char-
acter—in the sense that the courses
to be followed by a navigator are
tortuous, subjéct -to. adverse  tides,
and, at the seasons when fogs prevail,

I ghink;3

g

ment, of the¥x il Teph P R
A third fact, which, to my mind,
has a direct bearing ~on _the.. point
which I have set ‘out to establish, is
that the course followed by the C. P.
railway in _its ."progress ° eagtward
to the Rocky mountains is one which
events'over which the C..P: R, has no
contrel may have to be altered. If
vou will glance at a map of British
Columbia..and mnote the route of~ the,
C. P. R. from the Pacific seaboard,
you will find that after leaving Van-
couver the line is constantly veering
northward -until “Ashcreft: is- reached,
when it takes a dip southward and
proceeds eastward in a straighter
line for a considerable distance. But
its course further eastward has no
bearing on the point just now involv-

ed. ;

You will at once agree with me, I
think, that, assuming no - difficulties
presented: themselves in the way .of
gradients, etc., the shortest and most
advantageous route for the C. P. R.
to follow in reaching the Pacific sea-
board would be to go due west from
Ashcroft to Bute Inlet. And  right
here let it be recalled that the Bute
Inlet route, not mnecessarily imply-
ing a connection with Asheroft, was
the one chosen by the ‘pioneer corps
of surveyors who located the line of
railway across Canada.

My deductions, therefore, from my"
conception of the situation respecting
Vancouver, and the facts bearing up-
on it, are that the city on the main-
land is not naturally the point which
ought to have been chosen as the
terminus of the Canadian Pacific rail-
way. That is to say, in respect to .ac-
cessibility fromr the sea, it is seriously
handicapped; and in respect to loca-
tion as the target which the line of
railway would .strike if it followed the
line of least resistamce,” it «s*eceupy-
ing an illegitimate position, and omne
which is gravely jeopardized by the
trend of developments in the science
of transportation.. - .

I fancy 1 hear you say: “Pshaw!
Vancouver is. fixed as the.terminus of
the ¢, P. R. Her position is too firm-
ly establishedsfoss. there .to. . be . any.
doubt about it mow. The men who
have invested their .money in the up-
building of that city are too shrewd
ot to know What: they are about. The
thing is absurd.”

. Don’t you be too sure about it. Take
the case of Tacoma. Tacoma was a
¢ty when Seattle was a village. And
lodk at the two places:today! Seattle
is double the population of Tacoma.
And why has this. situation resulted?
only one answer—because

attle occupied the superior position
respect to the solution of the prob-

of transportation.

But Tacoma 18  a thriving and
Promising ecity,” you say. Certain-
lv; and 1 do not wish for a moment
1o be understood as harboring any
such delusion as that Vancouver  is

ined to collapse as a commercial
centre.  Not at all—I simply say that
the handwriting on the wall declares
that there shall be built on the British
Pacific seaboard a great city where

transcontinental railway systems

Canada and the. great steam:

s will make their termini, and

at nature has placed a bar in the
wiay of Vancouver being the  point.

wsen as the.site of -that great city.

t be chosen, nature will have been

red, the principle-of followingithe

» of least resistance will have been

tered and artificial methods pur-

in maintaining a structure,

, by all the rules of logic, ought

to have been reared.

o is the demon.who unceasingly
bursues the transportation  magnates
of the world, lashes them into con-
stant action and urges them to re-
ewed effort? His name is Competi-

n. and. he ‘is -constantly * shouting|

* time! save time! save time!”

are voted in, subsidies by govern-
ments who would give the pursued
some little surcease from the demon’'s
demands; the keels of faster . and
faster ships are laid, and old tortuous
traffic. routes abandoned- for the
straighter and less devious ‘ways.
And thus it is. with these musings I
am brought back to the point of my
contention in this letter—that Nature
has hefe on Vancouver Island .joined
hands. with the «demon Competition
“and declared that' at some point on
these shores will be founded the per-
manent gateway through which will
be poured the trade of the continent
to empty upon the shores ‘of the
Orient and the Antipodean colonies,
and ‘through which will enter the re-
turning volume of traffic born of the
commercial relations maintained and
fostered by the prestige and virility of
the British Empire.
SEEAYEGEE.

FOR THE TOURISTS

What Victoria Offers in the Way
of Special Attractions

By -Herbert Cuthbert.

What is the chief aim of a vaca-
tion? ‘Is it not to enjoy a rest from
business activity and worry? To fit
one for another year’s work? To tone
up one’s system by recreation, change
of -air and scene?

How offen a person returns home
conscious that in all its essential fea-
tures the vacation, 'so long looked for-
ward to, has been a failure, that no
real and lasting benefit has ben re-
ceived, and that the time and money
devoted - to the so-called holiday have
been thrown away. To all who have
had such experiences, and to those
who do not care to risk having them,
let ‘me tell you a little about Victoria
and its environs, “the’ Evergreen City
of Canada,” and the most important
city on Vancouver Island.

_ For years Victoria has been the Te-
sort for health and pleasure of the
people of the Pacific Northwest, whose
object was to get real substantial en-
joyment from their outing, but it is
only ' within the last .few years that
the city has been “discovered” by the
continental tourist and the pleasure
seeker from afar. Nevertheless, in this
short space of time it has become fa-
mous as the one place on the North
tinent where a summer

, and ‘'where re-
less,  change
scene, the enjoyment of perfect, tem-
perate climate; 'and the fascination of
wonderful Scenery have. put new vig-
or, vim, and life into those who have
bieterg ‘privileged to visit ‘this beautiful
ity

It is not a Monte Carlo. It is not a
Coney Island. It is not a resort fre-
quented by the rabble, and where you
will find the army of cripples and
mendicants so often seen at popular
seaside resorts. In fact, it is a con-
servative and live business and com-
mercial city, where the tourist is an
accessory and not a necessity, and,
yet, to the searcher after a perfect
holiday, it is without a rival in 'its
power to’'give real pleasure and con-
tent.

There is no plaee” in the world
where one can get so close to nature
and have all the comforts of a city life
as in WVictoria. Almost entirely sur-
rounded by the sea, with about fifteen
miles of a frontage on salt water, its
c¢oast line broken with innumerable
bays, with sandy and shingle beaches,
the delight of the children, rocky
promontories and ‘high bluffs, com-
manding magnificent and uninterrupt-
ed vistas of the Fuca, with the sub-
lime range of the mighty snow-capped
Olympian mountains 'in the distance,
its situation is without equal in any
country. ’

Vietoria’s chief advantage, however,
over all other cities as a place of resi-
dence and a resort for a summer holi=
day is in its unique climate. The
valueé of this climate is not yet fully
realized by Victorians, and its invig-
orating character, at a time of year
when almost the whole of this contin-
ent is suffering from excessive heat, is
almost unknown to 90 per cent of the
.general.-public. For very many years
the thermometer has rarely registered
above 80 degrees, and every evening is
so delightfully .eool that. the -same
amount: of bedclothes is used in the
summer as in the winter. Those of my
readers who know what a temperature
of from 95 to 110 is, will, if they stop
to-think; realize what.this means. It
means that the full’ measure of enjoy-
ment can be taken out ‘of all outdoor
recreations and-gxcursions-without ‘the
danger of experiencing that feeling of
exhaustion so common at the usual re-
sorts, and that a person is always as-
sured of 8 night’s sleep and repose.

. Victoria’s ~winter climate is almost
as remarkable as that of summer. The
thermometer rarely registers below. 24
degrees above zero, while its average
lowest  point ‘touched in 24 hours for
the whole of the winter is 40 degrees
above zero.

An erroneous 1mpression seems ' to
prevail in other parts of the world that
Victoria has an enormous rainfall, and
that, in what they term the rainy sea-
son, there is an almost continuous
downpour. This idea is immediately
proved absurd; when thé average rain-
fall for the year is stated to be. only
26 inches, and that of last year to be

less than many of the best known- re-
sorts and residential cities in England.
It is true that the cities on the main-
land coast are not quite so fortunate
as Vietoria in this regard, -but it sim-
ply emphasizes the fact that Victoria
is pre-eminently the residential city of
the coast. . :

Victoria and’ Vancouver Island will,
in the course of a very few years,
probably not more - than five, be the
centre of the greatest summer tourist
business in the West.

There is no part of the North Am=
erican continent richer in natural re-
sources than Vanecouver Island. It has
a wealth of forest, of mineral deposits
fneludinig  copper; gokd, ~gliver,” 1ead,
iron, and coal—of fisheries, and of ag-
riculture that cannot be surpassed by

obedience to this mandate millions
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any section of the old or new worlds,
and which, some day, will be ‘the
means of giving employment, to a large
population. Yet, - acknowledging all
this, the tourist industry, if it may
be termed such, will bring more pros-
perity to the country than any other
single industry, because it has every
conceivable qualification and natural
location, and because the possibilities
of such an industry on this continent
dre s9 enormous.  The advantages: of
climate and scenery necessary .to at-
tract and hold 'visitors have already
been.referred to,. but they are only
conditions so to speak, under which all
the other delightful attractions of Vic-
toria and the rest of this-great Island
can be enjoyed, and which, when once
known to the ninety millions of people
upon-this continent, to say nothing of
Hurope, the Orient and the rest of the
world, will bring a travel and a cash
revenue that very few people now
realize the magnitude' of. These ad-
vantages are just as much undevelop-
ed 'as are the other natural resources
of the Island, and it will only be when
the. tourists commence to comse in
greater numbers that capitalists and
the people who makKe a specialty ' of
catering to tourists will become in-
terested in providing hotels, hydro-
pathic establishments, bath houses,
summer gardens,  etc., in the almost
inngmerable beauty spots, hunting and
fishing resorts that abound all over
Vancouver Island, and particularly in
the neighborhood of Victoria.

_It is impossible in so short an arti-
cle to even mention all the advantages
there are for tourists in Victoria now,

—— L

Victoria is not without its - places
and points . of . interest, and visitors
may find much to do 'in the way of

sight-seeing. The néble parliament
buildings’ immediately arrest the at-

tention of strangers, the arrival docks |’

being almost immediately in front of
them. These buildings are considered
to be oné of the ‘most beautiful pieces

visited by almost evéry stranger pass-
ing through the“eity’ 'In these build-

ings the provincial government main-g.

taing’ three muséums, agricultural,
mineral, and “natural histary.. The
latter is one of the most complete on
the American”continent. It contains a
collection of ‘British Columbia fossils,
Indian curios, specimens of natural
history, of the game birds of the prov-
ince and -of” the .game fish, besides
many ~ -other ‘ ‘extremely . interesting
features. $on

Four miles from town is situated the
quaint wvillage of Esquimalt, for many
years Great Britain’s only ‘dockyard
and navar station on®the coast. Its
surroundings are extremely beautiful,
the harbor' being one of the best in
the world. There is an immense dry
dock belonging .to the. Dominion gov-
ernment, built primarily for the ac-
commodationiof H. M. 8., now used al-
most entirely for commercial purposes,
and which is ‘the means of bringing a
large amount “of marine engineering
and shipbuilding to Bsduimalt. There
were - about six thousand bluejackets
and almost one thousand of His Maj-
esty’s regular. troops stationed here
and at Fort Macauley. There are still

H. M. survey ship and a third class

What Fate Has Decreed for Vancouver ‘Island—_.—Favo-ri-té\Cam;ping |
djacent to City—What Is Offered Holiday Seekers
ples of Izaak Walton

tsuburbs ‘possess nany - beautiful re-
sorts, they stili contend, and are
yeady to defend ' the ~ attitude most
vigorously that their's far excels any
iof the others.

It would be difficult, in fact almost
an impossibility, - to- enumerate and
4o describe in detafl the. different res-
orts because there are so many and

of architecture in Awuterica, and are leach has its own peculiar set of at-

tractions. However, a few: of  the
principal’ ones may be mentioned,

- In making the circle of the water-
#front the point which first occurs. to
the mind, is Foul bay. This is a beach
formed of beautiful soft. sand  and
about a mile .in length, situated seme
distance 4o the west of the Dallas
beach. It is sheltered and is sur-
rounded on all sides by cleared land,
the owners ‘of which ‘have never
objected to the erection of tents
thereupon during ;the summer. Here
swimming may be enjoyed without in-
convenience. The water is warm es-
pecially immediately after the incom-
ing of the tide. Just off the bay is
Trial island. Although  there is
quite a strong current flowing around
this piece of land it ik possible with-
eut danger, through the exercise of
proper ‘judgment, to troll in that loc-
ality and to obtain the finest sport of
the north Pacific. The salmon appear
to frequent that - particular spot in
large numbers, and especially at cer-
tain" seasons, large catches may be
made without any trouble. In addi-
tion, Foul bay is comparatively near
the city, this rendering it easy for the
bicyclist to run to and from the city
with ease. For these reasons that site

A" Typical Camping Scene Near Victoria

even in the infancy of this business.
There radiates from the city a series
of country roads that cannot be equal-
ed in America. These roads are mac-
adamized, ‘and are in splendid condi-
tion for driving or motoring, and pass
through a variety of natural scenery
leading to charming’ country resorts
that afford the greatest possible pleas-
ure ‘to all who enjoy getting a fresh
drive for two weeks and in a different
direction each day.

I wish my readers in other and per-
haps less favored parts of this great
country could have been with me to-
day, as we drove along the foreshore
with the blie sparkling waters of ‘the
straits and their background of snow-
capped mountains on  our right, and
the residences of our business men oOn
our -left: Then, through the public
park we went, threading our way un-
der the old oaks and majestic elms,
around and amongst the pedutiful
flower beds, past the miniature lakes
adorned with graceful = swans, and
around Beacon Hill, crowned with its
mass of golden yellow Scotch broom.
Then, following+ the waterfront, past
sandy beaches, high promontories,
rocky bluffs, and sheltered _bays,
through the golf links, with still the
glorious blue waters_of the sea lapping
their rocky boundarfes, past Oak Bay,
with its unequalled archipelago and
the sublime crest of Mount Baker, 14,-
900 feet above the sea, and one hun-
dred and twenty miles away; return-
ing to the city through some of its
chief residential avenues, upon = each
side of which are stately mansions
and cozy bungalows, with their mag-
nificent and well kept gardens ablaze
with every kind of ‘bloom, even the
very avenues themselves, as well as
the country roads along which we had
passed, being fringed with the same
golden ;broom that crowned Beacon
Hill, ‘and, in and ‘amongthis glorious
profusion - of yellow blossom, was to
be seen the delicate pink of the sweet
brier, or “wild rose of old England,”
lending to the air a perfume that was
almost as ‘intoxicating as the beauty
of the flowers, sea, mountains, and
meadows through which we had pass-
ed. ‘This is an experience of one short
Victoria drive.

There are also many excursions by
steamboat or by rail to nearby. cities
or resorts that  afford considerable
pleasure to -those on holiday bent in
Victoria, It ¢an readily be understood
that these trips are, from a scenic
standpoint, everything that could be
desired. The trip amongst the “Isl-
ands of the Gulf” is worth crossing a
continent to' experience, and scores of
travelers who have sailed amongst the
Thousand Islands of the St. Lawrence
admit that the western trip is infinite-
ly finer.

cruiser making Esquimalt their home
port,” and ‘the Canadian government
has takén over Fort Macauley and it
is now garrisoned by Canadian troops.
Esquimalt is, therefore, still a very in-
teresting point to visitors.

CAMPERS’ RESORTS

Pretty Beaches at Nearby Points to
Be Shortly Populated

“Where are you going camping this
summer?” Just at the present season
of the year this question is asked and
answered by many Victorians. Very
few local residents remain at home
throughout the hottest months. Those
whose business make it impossible for
them to leave town for a short sojourn
in ‘different localities gome distance
away take their families to one of the
many beauty spots to be found in the
immediate wvicinity and there, pitch-
ing tents, spend the summer. By com-
ing to the city once a day and return-
ing to camp at night they are enabled
to get away, for at least a brief spell
at -night, from the heat and the al-
together stifling atmosphere of the
business centre and to enjoy the quiet
restfulness of the country.

For this reason the question “where
shall we pitch our tent?” becomes one
of wvital and of general interest. To
many the query is a mere formality
because they have alréady decided in
their own minds that the place where
they have been in the habit of going
“cannot’ be beaten” and that, there-
fore, they will again ‘take up their
summer residence in the same locality.
Indeed, so long has it been the cus-

tom of the majority” of Victorians to;
camp out, that a spirit of what almost;|
might be termed ~sectionalism  has|
isprung’ up. For instance, a certain;
select coterie go to Oak Bay; there is|
another similar community - found at!
the Willow’s beach each summer, and|
the same might be said of each of thei
various  favorite resorts in the neigh-|
borhood. And it is a noteworthy fact
that those 'patronizing the differenti
places are “firmly convinced that their
particular selection is unrivalled. If a!
contrary suggestion is broached if!
somebody inadvertenly ‘remarks that;
some other'point is much more desir-[
able, an argument of a more or less|
heated character is’bound to ocecur:
Thus, it will be observed, the camp
ers are loyal,” and ‘while *as Victorians
ghey are ready to acknowledge that the

| from the prevailing = winds

is much fréquented, There have ;been
times when as many from one to two
l}undred_ people congregate there in the
summer. And, on -Such ‘occasions; hil-
arious times prevail.  Swimming and
ﬁsh‘mg during the day time and story
telling around huge bon fires at night.
Wh.at more could the pleasure seeker
desire? as one of the most enthusias-
tic was heard to remark recently.

~ Then there is Shoal-bay, not 'quite
as popular, but having an attraction
pegulxarly its own and just around the
point is Oak Bay. It is unnecessary
to introduce Victorians by an effort
of the pen, to this delightful spot. It
is well-known. Though not quite as
sheltered as Foul bay, it is, perhaps
more. frequented because of the, fact
that one of the -termini of the local
Tramway Co.’s system is located
there. This places it within twenty
monutes ride of the post office. Every
summer there gathers at Oak Bay a
community of young men, Their sum-
mer head-quarters are reputed to be
the most up-to-date, in every particu-
lar, to be found in the' vicinity. They
have spent the summer at that place
for many years and have grown to
love the place. and its .surroundings.
They indulge in a.variety of sports,
among which is swimming, fishing,
and launch-riding. The latter appears
to. be the favorite for every Sunday
the campers take the boat and make
a trip among the islands situated just
off the bay. One of the annual fea-
tures of this camp is a dance held
under the auspices of the young men.
It is what might be called a “swell”
affair to theose interested, sparing
neither time or trouble in the effort
to give their guests a good time and
to ensure the unqualified” success of
the fete. ; - (

Along the coast from Oak Bay there|
dare encountered in the order named,
the Willows beach, Cadboro bay, and
Cordova bay. Each ‘of these places
is more or less popular among local
campers and at all  the recreations
which have been enumerated can be
practiced without inconvenience,
Cordova bay, however, deserves
special mention. Here is found a
stretch of sandy beach more than a
mile in length. The bay is sheltered
and - the
water, at times, is almost luke warm.
The best of fishing may be obtained,
blackberry picking may be indulged in
and in fact, those who select this place
as a suitable spot for their summer
tent, may engage in the entire cate-
gory of summer sports peculiar to
Victoria.

About the month of June, the peo-
ple who are in the habit of pitching
their canvas homes at Cordova bay

l

commence to congregate. Before July
has advanced to any extent the beach
from :one end te the other, is lined
twith these tiny white domiciles. And
just above them, all along the banks,
are summer cottages, each of which
is occupied. - It is unnecessary to say
anything more to prove that in the
summer time that locality is peopled
by gquite a large sized colomy. And
what is more every member is out
for:. enjoyment. 5  Throughout: the.day
‘the joyous ‘cries of the children, &s
they paddle along the beach, are heard
while at night the young ladies and
voung men, and the more elderly peo-
ple,” gather abolit the bon fires and
relate’ mythical ghost ‘yarns. Al-
together everyone spends a most
pleasurable time, each day being
marked by its own particular outings.

AS OTHERS SEE US

Coast Magazine Has Appreciative
Article on Victoria

‘While sweet and fragrant, blooming
flowers are scenting the atmeosphere
and the birds are making delightful
music for the ears of the one who can
delve in the secret nooks of the wild-
wood and the stream, let us wander
off into the léss frequented spot's of
earth and -enjoy the fulsome happi-
ness of the life of the unfettered and
unconventional, says @& writer in the
Coast magazine, Let us to the deep,
quiet ‘'spots of the wilderness, Let us
to the inland, plealsant spots of lake
and bush. Let us wo the resorts by
the sea and the roadways through the
forest. Let us to the inviting island
cities and towns of British Columbia.
Let us enjoy the welcome of those
places where we can see and love a
bit of Old England in the Néw World.

‘Vancouver Island, at the mouth of
Puget Sound, is one of the choicest
places in the Northwest to go for
many various reasons. . Here we find
a section of country ‘Which is as yet
very much undeveloped, but towards
wwhich a stream of monied emigra-
tion ils directing #ts way. Here we
find not only opportunity for invest-
‘ment and occupation, but the .most
desirable chances for ' sports, . pas-
times and. discovery. There is not a
section of country of like dimensions
so ealsy of access which has been so
little explored. . e ;

De tfuls spots fori ‘recreation and
rest, for ‘seClusion not %}I“’frm the
cares and worries of business and the
city, but for .solitude and communion
with the wonderful forces which make
nature unsurpalssable and munapproach-
able when all the works and inventions
of man fail to please, delightful spots
are here found in many localities,

In mentioning camping resorts, the
Gorge is . one of the best
known . in the neighborhood.
Large numbers gather 'along = the
banks, and it is a very picturesque
sight to those in the habit of taking
a boat ride up the arm on a summer
night to see the glimmering camp
fire lights reflected through the trees
in the placid waters. It is like what
one might imagine fairy land to res-
emble.

Leaving ‘the Arm
aginany trip, we
quimalt’ anether spot which .is popular
among quite a -number Victorians.
There  are guite a few. beauty spots
to be found in that vicinity and all
are more or less frequented. Those

on oixr im-
would visit Es-

| who place their tents there can either

come to and from the city by means
of launch or on the cars.

The resorts to be found along the
E. & N, line up as far as Shawnigan lake
also’ are popular, Especially is that
the case in respect to the aforemen-
tioned = lake. - Many  rent  cottages
there and those not fortunate enough
to secure these ‘take their tents with

(them and cam® on the shores of that

immense body of water. The fact that
the manageément of the railway line
has seen the expediency of placing a
suburban train service on during the
summer months; to allow the business-
men sojourning there and near way
stations, to go and com> from business
each day; is a striking testimony to the
popularity of these resorts.

The beautiful Gorge is a_ natural
‘curiosity, where 'a huge volume "B
water dashés ‘at  Niagara speed
through a narrow, channel, alternating
in direction according to the change
of tide. The Victoria Arm, a splendid
stretech of water and a continuation of
Victoria harbor, leads to the Gorge.
Its beautifully. wooded 'banks “and
prombntories dotted with charming
residences = form a picture of rare
beauty. Boating and picnie-parties en-
joy themselves here to their heart's
content. There is an electric car ser-
vice to this popular resort, and a
small steam launch leaves the centre
of the city every hour, giving a very
beautiful alternate route. The B.
Electric Railway company have re-
cently purchased and opened up a fine
natural park, with rustic bandstang,
refreshment booths, summer houses
and tables for picnickers, swings for
children, and many other facilities for
the enjoyment of a pleasant outing.
Dressing rooms are also being provid-
ed for the people who desire to enjoy
a swim in the waters of the arm, and
music is provided almost every even-
ing during the week.

Beacon Hill park is very beau-
tiful; but ‘there is not space in
this article for me to do more than
draw attention to the fact that its at-
traction, both for the old and young,
must be seen to be appreciated. There
are many other piaces of interest such
as Oak Bay, Mount Douglas, Cordova
and Cadboro Bay beaches, with their
hard, dry, clean, white sand, ideal
spots for picnics and camping; they
are within easy reach of the city.

We would cail the attention of our
readers to what must be appar-
ent, that Vietoria’s greatest charm
lies in  its natural rather than
artificlal ~ attractions, that all " its
advantages contribute to perfect
health and rational enjoyment of life,
and that as a vacation, health and
pleasure resort it stands unrivaled
amongst the cities and resorts of Am-

erica.

STREAM" AND VALE

How Devotees of the Rod and Fly:
Fared During Week

(By H. F. Pullen) o
The fishing' at Sooke ' during the.
past week has‘been only fair. Indeed
there have been no catches . reported
from there such.as those hrought im,
last year. About .twenty Victorians'
were up there a' week-ago with vary-
ing success. Among: the catches re-
ported were Adams,: 38; Bucket, 27;
Harry Clark, 16;° McTayish, 12; W. R.
Shotbolt, 16; Ives, 10. Most of these
were caught in the big lake although
some good fish were landed from the
middle lake: R

The end of last week at Cowicham
was too rainy for good fishing, yet
none of those whorwent up returned
empty-basketed. The most successs
ful heard .of ‘were: B4 Noerth and na
ham*- who ‘managed ‘to Bl their bas#
kets. North ig building’ a cabin for
the use of himself and friends, who
g0 a holidaying in that direction.

H. Smith, who was up with Henry
Moss, reports thai they had a splen«
did time, although the fish were not
very hungry. -His largest tipped the
scale: at- four and+<a half pounds and
there were'a’ number of other big fel-
lows to keep him company. Light
March Brown and Coachman werethe
faverite lurers on the dull days. A
very similar report comes from W. H.
Binns, who spent a day or two around
the lake and upper reaches of the
river. He says the fishing was very
poor on account of the rain, -but yet
when he left the lake was ‘minus a
few fish. Later in the week, Arthur
S. Barton found the sport very good:
especially in the lake where he took
eight, none of which were less than two
pounds, and some going three -and a
half. He thinks the river rather too
high yet for the best results. The fish
taken from the lake are usually larg<
er than those caught in the river.

While the visitors to Cowichan lake
were getting rather poor results, at
the mouth of the river the sport was
much bBetter. Albert Wild filled up
with big fellows. They can usually be
taken at this point just as the tide
is coming in.

Messrs. Oliver and W. C. Ward havé
been spending the week in the for-
mer’s house-boat on . Cowichan lake:
The boat may be towed from place to
place, yet the occupants enjoy all thé
advantages of a country house. Oneé
rather wonders that more of those who
can afford it do not use this method
of spending their holidays. %

Some changes are reported in -the
Cowichan lake district. Will Swinner-
ton has sold his place to Biggerstaff
Wilson and has bought a waterfront
from Frank Green where he will build
a cottage for himself. .Colonel Hags
gard has just completed-his log cottage
in rustic style. It'is said to be an
ideal summer residence, Kenneth Gil-
lespie is running the ldunch “Walbran
from the Tiakeside Hotel, towing boats
to ‘the head of thé lake. He has also
put & number. of new boats. on the
lake for hire.. Taken all in all it looks
as if this resort was likely to beco
even more.  popular than in former
years. I cannot leave the discussion
of this subject fwithout mentioning
that complaints have been made from
visitors that a bull is allowed to run
at large on the road about half way.
between the lake and Duncans. Even
if he is not savage no one likes to
meet a creature of that sort. i

Speaking of fish, Francis Kermode,
curator- of the museum, is making a
plaster cast of the curious specimen
caught a few days ago in Findley,
Durham, and Brodie’s salmon trap. It
belongs to one of the species of rib-
bon fish but just which one has not yet
been decided. These ribbon fish are
denizens of the deep waters and can-
not live at eor near the surface. So
rare is it that even so great an auth-
ority as Ashdown Green was unable
to place it. The fish measures 6 feet
8 inches in length, its width varies
from 103% inches to nothing, while its
thickness is in mno place more than 2
inches. The dorsal fin extending from
end to end is almost as wide as the
fish but the other fins are very minute.
The immense eyes measure three inch=
es across, but one had been torn out,
the gills eaten away, and the fin very
much injured. -It is “impossible to
Jearn how the creature came to leave
his native home. Probably he had
an encounter with some other creature
in those regions and wéas the loser in
the fray.

A very interesting evidence of the
adaptability of the ways of the wild
things to our modern civilization was
shown in the fact that a white
crowned sparrow chose for its nesting
site an old tomato can that had been
thrown on to an empty lot on Camo-
sun street. Here the little lady built
a pretty mest.of grass .and halr; and
laid four brown-spotted eggs with
perfect faith in her ability to ‘hatch
them, and in the rest of the world to
leave her unmolested. Alas for such
fond hopes! The boys found .the odd
little home. They were not bad boys
and did not mean any harm, but four
of them needed just one egg each for
their colection. Now the can is empty
and Mistress White Crown is prob-
ably. a sadder and wiser bird. This
white crown sparrow is one of the
commonest of our small birds. It is
sometimes known as Gambel’s sparrow
and is so named in the museum.
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C.|Others call it Nuttall’'s sparrow. The

distinction = between these so-called
species is so small as not to amount
to a real difference. The name white-
crowned is an appropriate one and
should be generally adopted.

Almost all of the small birds are
nesting now. Even within "the city
limits they are very plentiful. A week
ago. I took photographs of no less than
five nests within a radius of two
hundred yards. Four species gwvere re-
presented and all the nests were on
the ground. Sad to relate though, none
of the eggs are there today. All have
been taken by children who do not
appreciate the trustfulness of the little
songsters. ;

Another example of this: came forci-
bly to my notice this week. I had
found a chipping sparrow’s nest with
four little blue eggs slightly spotted
at the large end. The little mother
was sitting on them and allowed me
to approach so near that I obtained
a photograph of her in her maternal
capacity. She was so friendly that
she would return to her mnest even
though I was standing with the cam-
era only a few feet away. Thinking
I might get even better results I went
ggain to see her a few.days later. Two
of . the eggs had been taken and chippy
was now- so wild that she would not
let me get near her. She felt unsafe

at the approach of a human .monster.,




