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We Carry a Full Line of

INS’ CELEBRATED
oss Cut and

and Saws.
KMAN TYE HARDWARE Co,Ltd

32-34 Ya.tes Street
Victoria, B. C, Agents. o

59 P. O. Drawer 613

AW FURS

Marten and all raw furs wanted.
tor special ‘price list and instruc-
shipping direct to us.

e J. JEWETT

WOOD, NEW YORK., U. 8. A

" Visiting Victoria, B.C
Stay at the

JOTEL VICTORIA

m the most ccntmll: lmted and
inted Family Hotel In the city.
1.50 per day up, American plan-
up. Huropean plan.

'ALTER MILLINGTON. Prop.

’Bus. Free Baths.

ULTRY AND _LIVEBTOCK
LE—Shetland - pony, cart, haroess
saddle. Apply 73 Menzles oy
LE_Fresh cow and _ealf; £0od
. Apply 145 Superior Street. o012

—Pulets; 130 or less; any good
breed. George. Ba Mill-

HIRE HAMS——-A Iimited . num-her

s on hand, also some
wh - ramafnmbs. G. H. Hs
n.

LE- -Span: farm horses, 'wagon,
, few good roadsters, buggles,
and wagons; house and acre lani;
m house to let, centrally iocnted
1. J.. J. Fisher, Carriage Shop
street.

LE—First class helfer, just frelh.
entle; also family mw: good ml

tle, Can be. seen : after 3 m.
yer, Fraser - street (take nlls
ear). 8

—Horee, bn{gyd“ud !;ame-.
having same to jpose " O
nicate. . Inquire Box 451 Colonist.

"full particulars and lowest py
—Young boar fit to tserve, GA‘:

eight, oreed and- lowes 2

J. gD Cobble Hill, E. & N. RY. 20

LE—Lot of Nice-Jersey: Helrers
Gordon Head.

greasy dishes; pots or pans with

Dry Soap a, powder.. It will re-
e grease with the greatest ease, 36
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SPIRITUAL FORGES.

Are there sunch things as spiritual

forces?
with or without wings, who float unseen
around us; nor to the dlsembodled spirits

of people, who have ‘passed out “of this

life; but to forces playing a part in the
invisible world similar to that played by
the force of gravity, chemical affinity
and the like in the visible world. If we
take the opinion of mankind as a guide,
there are such forces, for we cannot find |*
a period, however . remote in_history,
when the majority of men did not be-
jieve in their existence. -They may have
conceived of them wunder - grotesque
forms; they may Have perbonified them:
they may have utterly failed to under-
stand their nature; but the reeords of

the human race testify to a belief jn
tter~of

them. It is mo very great
surprise that they have been siinder-
stood. ~Apples have dropped from trees
ever since- Mother Eve made her fatal
mistake, but it remained for Isaac New-
ton, as far as.we.know, o deduce from
such an occnzrnnee the theory of grav-
itv. \We do net know that by-gone phil-

osophers’did- net work out the theory;

put we do knew that Greece and Rome,
with all their achievements, did not do
go. For twenty-five centuries, ‘at Jeast,
the world, &8 we know it from.our books, |
had not found out this great law.
Hence the fact that laws, as subtle as
those of the spiritnal world must be,
have mot yet been reduced to formulae
is not at all to be wondered at.

It is also. true that' the data from
which we may infer such laws are im-
perfect. One of the first things with
which one is confronted if he speaks of
spiritual phenomena—again . we remind

readers that we do mot mean spiritualis- |

tic phenomena, is that it is impossjble
to tell the true from the untrue. This
must be conceded; but then it must also |
be conceded that it is mot se ‘very long|
ago that our ancestors learned how to
distinguish between such simple things
as the ores of different metals, and the
“vast majority of people do nof know How
"to do it now. The domain of the spirit-
ual is vastly more elusive than ‘that of
the material, yet every Tom, Dick and
Harry claims to be a competent judge
of the actualities and laws of the for-
mer, while they would have to go to a
professional man to ascertain the simp-
lest facts concerning the: latter.-,

In order that the laws of anything
may he properly investigated and deter-
mined, it is necessary to have a sufficient
number of facts to show  that a certain
line of action may.be rélied upon as cer-
tain under similap epaditlons. That is|.
why philosophers’:h ve agreed that the|
law of f'rav;ty exists
stones were: "dro :
every one of
centre of the earth; unless something in-
tervened to dl'qrt them .. from their
course. Hence ‘we infer tMt thik is &
law of nature.. th&this iufmed law
is app]xed to ‘the phe 10mens’ f the vis-
ible uhiverse, it is‘fofind to explain very
many things otherwise mxpllcﬂ)le and
no' instances ‘have ‘yet found for
which it-,does ‘not’ afford ' solution,
Hence tlxe law, is’ assumed to ‘be proved.
If we‘could get fifty thousand, or- five
thousand men to approach the dolng of
some act under identical conditions and
they. would all- do the same thing, we
would be safe ih 'assuming that they
“ﬂre all governed by:a law, and it would

¢ pbssible to ' determire its_course of
actlon in any set of eiremn;tances.
Proof of this nature is necessarily im-
posmble. The influences affecting human
action are too obseure to allow us’ to say
of any single act, much less of thousands,
that it is'the result of certain influences
and no others. At the same time the
experience of manklnd shows that spirit-
ual forces exist.  For nineteen hundred
vears the Christian Church has taught
that the nature o! men may be regener-
ated; The instances that'can be cited in
proof of the dootrine: are ‘innumerable.
Only*a :very foolish patson will deny
their genuineness. Dnubtlem there are
many instances otglt-dscépt:low doubt-
less many where deceit is deliberately
practised; but after eliminating all these,
there -remains a residue of such vast
numbers, and of such potent influence in
the world, that ¢o profess to believe, as
some. do, that it is all a cunningly de-
vised fable is to put a strain on the in-
tellect which ‘if ‘will at once throw off.
The mn-wlm cast doubt upon the real-

ity of the’ work of spiritual' forces are

generally of limited intellectual’ pmﬂc

tlthough they: are- frequently .superficial- |

Iy brilliant.© Robert Ingersoll “was one
of them. He was perhaps the most pic-
turesque. plirase-maker of the Nineteenth
Century. He- could state a proposition |
so well that he seemied to prove-it; For{-
example: “The belief in immortality will
last’ as long as Love kisses theAips of
Death.”
vincing argument, but it is really only a
heautlfully expressed idea. Ingersoll said
in one of his speeches that by the year
1890 the building of Churclies in 'Amer-
ica woyld cease. Im his home life he
wag the personifieation of all that is de-
lightful; he mumbered among his friends
the hundreds of people who lamented his
attitude towards ‘the Christian religion.
He has been dead for several years; how
many nearly. every. one has forgotten, and
of his wtitings probably not a- copy is
s0ld in a twelvemonth. Al through'the
centuries ‘of the Christian Era men have
arisen, who thmtmod by the force of
their Ioglc’to overthrow the whole fabrie
built upon the life and death of Jesus.
It . would puzzle most Oolonist readers to
name six of them, and of the products of
their pens no one thinks it worth while
o buy a, copy. Clu’istlanity never was
able to-angwer: theu‘attavks by logic, for
the reason tlut lu nn&ltna would not

'ulmlt the tmth of its’ premises.

The reference is not to beings

The sentence seems like a con- i

How,
then, has it come about that Christianity
is_a greater power in the world than
ever? Tt has, as we have said, not been
through the force of lpgic; it has mot
been because it paid. Search as you
will for the: reason, you will find
none -that will meet the casé exeept by
assuming the existence of ' spiritial
forees, or of one spiritual force manifest-
ing itself in different ways, just as scien-
tific men suggest that there is reelly nnly
one force in nature, apd ‘that light, heat,
electrieity, gravity and so on are otily
different manifestations- of it.

Most readers are familiar with the
story of the discovery of the planet VEp-
tune, Certain movements of the planet
Uranus eould only be explained on the.
supposition. that another planet revolved
round the sun. beyond the orbit o: Uran-
-us,” Its position was calculated, and two
astronomers, _searching” “the “heavens for
it, found it almost simultaneously. W
this instance before us of how .the invis-
ible may be inferred from the visible; it}
is quite in harmony- with the” irit of b

marvelous way in which Christianity:
bhas been preserved in: spite of such’ tre-
mendous . opposition from without, and
corrmption_within; in short not because
of but in opposition to the most. powerful
human influences, ‘provés that there must
be somewhere a force® of which it is the
appreciable exponent. Those who have
never felt the operation of this force suf-
ﬁcxenbly to be able to testify to its exis-
tence are mcompetent witnesses..  Why
should the rules of evidence be relaxed in
this matter and ip no other field of hu-
man experience?

0
0~

MODERN CAVE DWELLERS.

» John Thomas Smlth lives ln a cun-
ningly devised cave, about a hundred
feet from the ground. ‘Above it;below
‘it and on. either ‘side of it are.similar
caves, and when he, looks out of the,
window he sees long 1lines of ‘other
caves on the opposite side of the can -
yon upon which his home ‘is sltuated
After he has eaten hig breakfast, he
gets in a sort of basket and is lowered
by a rope to the level of the floor of
the canyon. °~ He scurries across this
floor until he reaches. a place by
which he descends into the bowels of
the earth, a.nd when he gets there he

entérs a contrivance by which he is

carried through several “miles - of “an
evﬂ-smelllng hole, out of which he
emerges iInto’ another canybn He
‘darts: into a ‘hole in: the side of this,
enters a.nother pasket-like - affair. and
is jerked up by a ropg until he ‘reaches
ancther cave,-into which he. gqes. nnd

‘flaves, syar ot someming ot giber

ows ' that' sfe'Sfin""has
.reached the meridian. 'r’hen he rifis
for the basket and is dropped to: the
bottom of the canyon again.~ He darts
into & plateé where chunks of indigest-
ible pastry, more. or less smeared with
fruit, and red hot coffee are served.
Wuh -an adroitness, born ot years .of
pra.cﬁee, ‘he swallows . some [of tms
stuff, mshes back to the basket, and
is jetkeﬂ to his cave agaln. * "When
nightfall comes, he is dropped. to the
fioor of the canyon, descends into the
evil-smelling hole in the ground, is
carried back to the neighborhood of the
‘cave where he sleeps, is ‘whisked ‘up
to- lt, in a Basket; eats nhis dinner., and
tl.\a,hks God that he lives 'in New
York.
. Thig is not a fancy picture; it isa
simple statement of life fn a great
American city, as it will be:unearthed
one: of thése days from the ruins for
the amazement, oI a wiser ge?l@ratlon
than our own. “The odd part of the
thing ls that these ' unhappy people |
pity us, who have all- God’s _universe
to'live in, who look out upen the clear
or cloudy sky, as the case may be,
when we awake, who feel the rush of
the wind as it comes from the ocean,
bringing health and yvigor with it, who
can roam at will over green fields,
lprlnkled with wild flowers, witheut any
fear that some blue-coated policeman
will tell us to get off the grass, who
look upon the mountalns and the stars
as our neighbors and trlend:. ‘Did
bugtness or pleasure happen to " take
you out of doors on, say, 1ast Wed-
nesday-night ™. - If 50,.d4id you see bow
‘the stars shone Did you notice how
a little touch o{ frost made everything |
{narklé? ‘Dld yom dbsgrge ‘how like
ome . .rarcv Qld ‘wing - xup glorious akr
made you tingle ‘with | fe‘"‘, it
-@id mot, you missed ‘mach. & I
aid, you - -experiencs ‘
tnovm 6 the modern dave-dwellérs.
Another curious thing is that mm
cave-dwellers, gl\hough they are only
‘a small minority of mankind, havg
anaged tb get the idea that they are
-inbstantlally the whole. They have
got it into their heads that what they
do ‘mot know' is not ‘worth: knowing.
The morning new per is their Bible;
;’ohn D. Rockefeller 18 fhelr god—at
least he is the only béing whom they
really fear. Their morning prayer is
£lut they may not miss the train.
They think of ‘money always. Their
highect praise is to describe a man
as & hulti-millionaire. - They are daily
becomlnz more and more the slaves of
their god and all the demi-gods ot
finance.’ Curiously enough, also, people
who are not cave-dwellers are disposed
to fake what thése unhappy people
ny as vo;y near the, consumma.tion of
vlldom. Their influence upon the
thought of thé country s out :of al!
yroporhon to their numbers,
% To see these eave-dwellers play at pol-
itics 18 to witness a saddening spectiicle;
A long timé ago, a man named Thomas

P e %7

scientific_ investigatipn to say thal they R

v — ,',» -‘E~ o : . e \b,,
Jefferson wrote something in which he

declared that all men are born free and |

equal. The memory of this utterance,
which- never was true, although it ought
to ‘be, is cherished by them, in the same
manner as an African chief once preserv-
ed a serap of -writing that had eome in-
to.his hands, and which he worshipped
as the white man’s God. The cave-
dwellers believe the statement is true.
 They tell their children that it ‘is true.
They tell them that-people who lve in
any other country afe not free and ean-
‘not be free. Buf they have about as
little -voice in the. innuagement of ' their
public. matters, or ‘Private affairs for that
matter, as a slave on a- Sonth Carolina
plantation, in the days “befo’ de wah,”
had in determining the policy of a Dem-
oeratic. congfess ‘sitting. at, Washmgton.
They are “bossed” by the -janitor, who
looks. after the particular .collection of
caves in which they live; they are “boss-
ed” by the boy w phoots them down
or_jerks them up in thg basket; when
they are. i;l the myom. they are “hossed”’
hen : &ey are- shot
round” passiges they

flxreugh'*iﬁe‘ﬁ
They are, taxed ' without
khowing*what “for; the money. is spent
they know" not Tdw; “they ‘vote for can-
didates whom bhey do.not. want. . The¥
never have a free minute in their lives,
unless’ by “siceident or design they - get
aut of thé man-made town into the God-
:made country, - and then they hardly
know what to do with their freedom.
They chafe to get back to their old slav-
ery. A story is told of a prisoner who
was sentenced to- life-imprisonment. Af-

ter many years’ hé was released; and he|

wandered ' ont into the fresh air ‘and
the - sunshine. Everyone had forgotten
all ‘about him, and he wag free to go
wheré hé liked and do as'he liked, for
no 6ne ‘could be prejudiced against him,
because no one knew anytlnng about
him. - After a:day or two he came back
to his prison and asked to be taken in
again,. He had grown ' to loye his cap-
tivity. Se. it is with our modem ca're-
dwellers, except that it is not only a
lifetime, but two* ‘or “more g(enemtxons
that have made them unable to realize
that the real world is beyond the walls
of their canyons; the world where real
thoughts are evolved, where real charac-.
‘ter is built up, where the. reality of in-
dlldutl freedom’ is- preserwed This is
‘a’ day ‘of misdioHs, and it might be well
if ‘those ﬂm iu-e 50, 'happlfy ‘situnated as
to really-live. u; tlw world wgnld -organ-
‘ize a ‘lission to: .preach:the gospel of liv-
ing fo tlle moﬂem uve-dwellers.

hunsoN BAV 'Roua'z.

PPONG h iy

ﬁ-IEf

tv—ﬁé‘ﬁ&e#s bt uuntvxwmw it
Jife i thecterritories, once | aver

Yy “the Huldsen's. Dny Comua
remenber the - : Fo
Churehill played ln ;pe _a.f!al, s of that
‘immense region.. d\u’lng the nm hal!
of the last ¢entury. It was the.entre-
pot- ot an a.teq lnrﬁer ln extent tha.n
‘the centinent -of; Eurow. / an “area
-ground: whlch»mre seemed to be- an
tmpenetmﬁle veil ‘6f mystery. Its vast
.plains, its. immense 2lakes, < its long
rivers, “its. forest. . of = unprecedenied
mngﬁlﬁude, fts wandéring tribes: «of In-
dians, its eyen more.interesting Metis
all combined- to lend ehcham.ment to

it.{ centmes it -Had been a domain |

towards ‘Which etplo'rérs had’ dlreoted
their gaze and many of them thelr
steps. Acrosa it Some peaple believed
there would- be found the shortest way
to the Orient, although'it'was expect-
ed tp be a waterway,.for, in those days

the idea of rail transportation had not
been contemplated. A century . 8B0

zeomxihe;s were, by no means certain
‘that Chesterfield Inlet, which as ~the
ma.pa show is a long. arm of Hudson

‘Bay extaudlﬁi ‘westward  from . its

er, ‘'did not reach
clear throuzh ‘to the ‘Pacific Ocean.
Capt. Meares was - quite certain that
this arm of the ‘séa extended all the
way to . the beant!!ul sheet of water
Iying before the doors of ‘the people ot
Victoria. Those werd the days of Ro-
mance -in - the Korthwest, when men
like :Sir.:George  Simpson, Alexander
Mackenzle dnd others ‘gainéd jmper-
ishable :a.me and added to the world's
knowledge. Those were: che days when
the flag of the H. B. C. was the sym-

‘northwestern ‘coin

bol 4nt sovergj,gnty over. more than half

a conuneub—tl;q days, when. that won-
derful - orsanlmuon was: more .than &
business cone: nd ‘l‘ts empleyees
felt. towards -it, n
feelings,” which: nlred the followers.
of the old Cfisaders, the duys. of the
old Factors, of whom we_bellevé our;
much esteemed }ﬂend the late James
A. Grahame of Victoria and Lord
Strathcona were the last. There never
was anything’ quite like the Hudsons’
Bay Company, either for the loyalty
of its-employees, the wisdom of its
management, - -.its' control * ot»‘ mtlve
tribes and its influence upon- the Ne-w
World as it -was® called when_ l!he o
iginal adventurers obtained their ohgn
ter from K.lng Charles IE 2
But this 18 by the ‘way. The perti-
nent part of the history of this vom-
pany ln conhection wlth this article
is, 'that. it .adopted the Hudson Bay
route to reach the great fur-producing
region: aver ~which ‘it ' -exercised
jurisdiction, .and for fully two centur-
fes it 'was considered the. beat route.

History hds a marvelous trick of re- |

peating itself, and we find an [nstance
of it in the prominence given to this
avenue of commerce at present. The
great region, of whlch the Bay forms
one sea front, is very different. from
what it was when Ballantyne wrote,
{Lhe Fort Garry of his tales is a !plgn.

- == o T e

‘did ' eity, growing ' with unexampled
rapidity, wunless . we go a thousand
miles to the morthwest to the site of
Fort Edmonton. ‘One transcontinental)
railway has crossed the plains, plerced

the mountains and reached the Pacifie|-

Coast. Three others are headed in the
same direction. Two of them will fol-
low Pretty nearly the route taken by
Mackennle in his memorable journey.
The areas, only yesterday, as it were,
‘trodden by millions of buffalo, are now
either the pasture grounds of tens of
thousands of cattle or fields which in
the season are yellow with golden
grain. The nomadic Indians have giv-
en place to farrpers Instead of tepees,
schoolhouses -and churches dot the
landscape; instead of trails many
raflways gridiron ' the land. Where
once thére were fords only, now there
are bridges; where once there was a
great lone land, now there are thriv-
ing ‘communities, This extraordinary
change has come about in leds than
a-gﬂsrver of ai gentury, and it hag
‘brought. the * business- world face 'to
face with the transportation problem
m all its aspects. Once more all eyes
are turned to the track followed by the
old fur traders.‘

/At is not by any means generally
known that the shertest route to.Liver-
pool from all points in America north
and west of and including ‘Omaha is by
way of Fort Churchill and Hudson Bay;
but when a brief table of distance is
given it will appear clear enough. Thus:
Miles.

0

New York to leerpool
Montreal to Liverpool ........
Churchill to Liverpool

-« Now Chntchill is' very nearly in the
longitude of Omsla, therefore in sailing]
from Liverpool to that point a traveler
is at the dnd of his voyage as far west
las if he had sailed 3090 miles -to New
“York and then gone west overland across
twenty degrees of longitude. The same
thing ‘holds good, with some changes as
to distance, in the case of a traveler via
Monh’e(l Ax points west and north of
Omgha. dre’ considered the advantage in
favor of Churchill. becomes greater, and
especially so rthe more ' northerly the
‘points are. because degrees of longitude
grow shorter as they approach the north.

.-Hudson Bay: s itself. navigable at all
seasons of the year; but the Strait con-
necting it with t.lle Ocean is mot. It is
impeded by ice commx down from the
north.. During. tl:e jast twenty years the
\Canadian zovetnmdnt'has sent‘three ex-
‘peditions’ to examme the conditions exist-
ing. there, and the :esult has been that

cescanan

fthe Strait- may be. copsidered as safely

navigable for from four to six months
2yery year, and Yh‘tﬁ ;kpeclnlly construet-
ed vessels there is Tistle doubt but that it
Be’ roclxdned ~upén -for - fnlly six
méhfﬁs annnally. "g!l;ls‘ {8 quite as gdod
as.can be claimed of the Baltic Sea, on
‘the shores’of wlxich ‘are great cities.. The
entrance’ fo' this sea’ i not’ obstrueted by
dce, . nor”:s the sea ftself but the ap-
proach to the great harbors are, swhich,
thouxll a reversal of the conditions ex-
l!txng in Hudson' -Ba’&" ‘comes in the end
to the snme thinx It may be interesting
-to-add - that Chur lies in a more |
southerly latitude than either St. Peters-
‘burg or Stockhohn. *

.Lawrence 7. Burpee thus describes the
loe conditiont ln a recent issne of “Can-
dada”: B
“The. qﬁdqﬂ?e goes: o Show that, gen
erally speaking, no serions difficulty is
experienced with ice.. Ice is met with in
three ‘forms-in the strait; in the shape of
bergs, of the Arétic jchﬂoes, and of local
field ice. The bergs have never given
any trouble, even: to:sailing vessels, as
they are always scattered and generally
hug the shore, The Arctic floes present
@ ‘more serious. problem. They come
down into the Strait from the far porth
throtigh Fox Channel. 'They are larger, |
thicker, and’ much, harder than the local
jee. Omn the other ‘hand, they are only
présent in the Strait for-a limited time,
and, aceording to the theory of Dr,Rob-
ert Bell, who is probably more familiar
ivith the question than any ophér man
lwm! they only appear for a/period of
about five years, and then are not en-
countered for something like = twenity
years. 'The field ice is an-almost ‘neglig-
ible' ‘guantity, especially for steam™ ves-
gels. . It is generally broken into small
gheets or pans, with open water every-
where visible between the pans, and dur-
ihg the summer months is driven inshore
by the cnrrents, leavmg a clear passage,
thirty to tlm-ty-ﬁve miles wide, through
the Strait.”’

The need of & new route to the ocean
is growing every year. It'i is impossible
to handle the crop -of the prairie region
by way of Lake Superior, and although
the  National Transcontinental Railway
to Quebec will relieve the pressure to
some extent, it is very clear that some
other avenue must be opened. Eighty-
five million’ bushels of wheat are nmow
about the annual capacity of  existing
lines. Le%us suppase that by deuble-
tracking .this can be inereased to 120,
000:000 bushels, and let us add 30,000,-
000 for the new railway from Winnipeg
to Qnebec This will not ‘begin to take
care * of the product of the prairies,

which long before it has’ been fully de-|

Yeloped will exceed 300,000,000 and may
before very many. years reach a total
nearer 1, 000,000,000 bushels.

There is a demand for & new route,
and we may feel every confidence that
it will he along the lines followed by the
gentlemen adventurers.of years ago.

ANYTHING TO WIN.

From the New York Tribune,

“The average man,” remarked one dis-
ciplé of Blackstone, “seems only too ready
to assume we are all Hars.-a very unjust
polition. it seems to we, Dotiwe not some-
tell the tzuth?' he asked of his
ne a well known criminal lawyer.

f:h luly. promvtly responded the Iat-
ter, “We wil

Fiolner to W. J. Bry

do nnythlng sometimes to
wln a case.”

rl‘;

“The Wlute House” by Miss M. E.
Braddon.. Miss Braddon is too well
known: as a writer of interesting stories
to require any introduction. “The
White House” is in a somewhat differ-
ent style from the rest of her nevels,
ut i’ interesting throughout. She is
not specially happy in the selection of
her plot, not that it is not sufficiently
dramatic. in- conception, but: because it
has rather a morbid tone, George
Bell & Sons, York House, Portugal
street, . London, E. C., publishers.

Inn,” by Alfred

“Ruanning  Horse
Tressider Sheppard. Lovers of the
grewsome in_literature will find their
fancy glutted’ by the perusal of this
powerfully written story. Tt is issued
by the MacMillan Company, of Canada,
Limited, Toronto.

Moffat, Gard & Co., 31 East Seven-
teenth street, New York are issuing a
beautiful series of Pieture Publications.
Their autumn list ot books is very at-
tractive.

From ls gay Santa Claus cover to its
last bit of nonsense verse, the December St.
Nicholag is full' of delights for yonng read-
ers. - There is a charming frontisplece in
color -by that favorite artist, Rezinald
Bireh: there are four pages of ‘‘Christmas
Joys” by Bmilie Beuson Knipe; there are
the first chapters of a sunshiny story of a
little Amorlmm 1ad in Japan hy Mrs. Alice
Hegan Rice, and the heginning of a rat-
tling new short serial by Ralph Henry Bar-
bonr, “The New Boy at Hliiltop.” 'There
is & Christmas story, “A Cousin-Hunt,” by
E. Vinton Blake. who wrote “A Mislaid
Uncle” for the Christmas St. Nicholas of
last year; and the same fine-John James
A‘Iston inays tbe chief gart There are new

perlenees of little Abbie Ann, who gives
Eromloe being as great a favorite as

eorge Madden Martin's earlier creation,

i, ‘There {s another Pinkey Per-

k,lns storv. “How the (Coasting Party 'End-

éd”;  and a jolly ™Dolly Dialogue” by
Carolyn Wells,

Best Of all is the first half of a new and

altogether fascinating fairy tale by Frances

on Burnett. in which Queen S&ilver-

.léol‘l’se t,g\l'ls all about “Racketty-Packetty
ouse.

A book beautiful is the Christmas Cen-
tury, the publishers feel, a number to set
a new standard of artistic heanty and liter-
ary richness in the magazine -world; with-
out, a Della Robbia group in blue, gold
and black; within, four pages in color and
several in photogravare and tint. and many
sorts of semsonable articles. The frontis-
plece is. a reproduction of Mr. Sigismond
de Tvanowskl's portrait of Maude Adams
as Peter Pan, which has caught the charm
and joyoueness of the character. Other
nages in color show Horatlo Walker’s “Ave
Maria,”” Anna . Whelnn Bett’'s “The Relle
of the Christmas Rall,” and  J. S. Teven.
decker's interpretation of Willlam Vaughn

ood'ys . Imag! natlve poem, “The Death of

’11:9 fietion is wnusval. - Pretty, pathetic,
apneullng Htt'e 'Rosalie, .with Ther barren
title of Lady Anstrnthers: Betty .Vander-
?oel, with heér rare, young, strong charm—
he magle of Mrs: Burnett’s pen ls mak-

ing these -Amepiean girls vérv much alive
to readers of “The Shattle.” ~* From. the
very first chanters the love amd suffering
and joys of these heroines, and of the
other men and women of the story, are
very real.. In the December hnpters there
-develops én a lng  dramatic sitnation
with -a cleverly handled bnkmnnd of hu-
mor and pathes. . sReadens

W.
son‘s “Running Water’ rlu ﬂld 1lxmu#;s‘

more and more-ecaught in the fu tion
of its plot and the rare char nea-
Charles G. D. Roberts . hal written
A vivid tale in “A Stranzer to the Wild,”
and there’ are short ' stérles. hy Irving
Racheller, Henry M. Hyde, Harry Stillwell
glr‘l‘wards. Oscar King Davis and John Cor-
The nnmber ig rich in nnbstzmthl papers
on cnrrent tom(-nr Secretary Talf writes
authoritativel the Panama’ Canal in

.general. and . in particniar ‘of the rensons |

why a lock canal was preferred to.the sea-
evel system; James J. Hill, )presldent of
he Great \‘brt‘hem railway, mk«: n plen
for a model farm ' in’ every a:ﬂmltnml
-county of the United Stafes: and the
thor of “Letters ‘From a Chinese Oﬂll‘lﬂ kn
G. T.owes Dickinson, in n opaner entitled )
“Fastern and Western Tdeals.” mnkes re-
An's critioiem ot his
book “Tetters to a Chinese Official,”
The- December. chanters of Mr. Oberholt-
ner's “Tay Conke. and the Financing of the
- Civil. War.”” deal with davs and events of
sﬂr:lnz and sensatlfonal interest: and Otto
Racher’s .~ intimate recoflections of
"W‘hlstler in. Venice” ave siven added fia-|h
vor hy numgrops reproductions of etchines

by Mr qulxel' of scenes assoelated with
Whl er.

Gn!uum contributes to “In
lehrm‘ v a . &ide-splittine blt ot fun,
onﬁtled “Clonversational Reform.’

fled apemnz. a auh-

tured satire on sim
the same num-

leet edltorlally frekt

ber.
0-

)

| THE STORY TELLER ||

ONE ADVANTAGE.‘

City Man (olrplns)—Wlnw. but 4t’s hot!
I am told. that the mercury  frequently
stands at 110 degrees in'the e here.

Farmer Summerboard ‘-chete;‘mllv —-Wen

ou don’t hafter stay . .shade, ye
now.—Comic Paper.
ABSENT-MINDED:

A {professor, notpd for his absent-minded-
ness, fell dnwmt;l‘rs and when at the bot-
tom said, thoughtfully: “I wonder why I
came wngtnlrs. 1 cannot remember &t
all.”—I1 Mondo Umoﬁs o,

JUDGING BY ANALoev.'

“Do you think she will ever love me?”’

“Sure!  She's loved me and she’s loved
Jack, and she’s loved several: others, Of
eonrse she will. "—-Honct Post.

NOT TO BE A FATHER TO HIM,
m‘!'SO you. are anxlous to become my son-

nw.

“No, sir, you mis ndﬂe me:. I am anxlm
to marry your daughter: #f it were possible
‘to do that withont bﬂ:omlng your son-in-
law I would gladly haye it that way.?”—
Houston Post.

A FOOTBALL: ENTHUSIAS‘I‘

X From the Roohmer Herald,

“: .P:nnsfvlv:]nl]ﬁl gnard c:qr:lllurg; at the
end of a foothnll game, 8] to the
physician bending over him: i

“Did we win, doctor?”

“Yes; hands down o t,he - physician an-
swered.

The guard flushed with jow. .

“Naver mind that fractnred thigh. then,
doc..” he sald. “Just take these bhroken
teeth out of my moutf lo'u I _can holler.”’

ANSWERING A BOY’S QUESTION.

- . From the Somerville. Journal,

Tawson—*“What do ¥yon do when wour
little »hov asks you qguestions you can’t
answer?

Dawsor—'8and him to bed and get out
the encyclopedia.’

PERHKPS.

The Green Rag.

A Californie man tells a story of Thomar
Logan. an olg-thme lawver in gon and
an_invetérnte joker at all times.

One day Logan was arguing a case before

T

Clﬂet Justice Greene, of the supreme court
o what was then 3&

¢ LITERA T
woods
; RY NOTES tinually referred to the
\er sidé as if his name was spelled Browny,

spelled B-r-o-w-n-e,

Brown,

Judge,

‘he stood

e 'rernltory of Wash-
gton. Opposed Logan was a back-

yawyer named Browne, Logan con-
conusel on the oth-

l] CURRENT. VERSE

to the great annoyance of that gentleman.
At last his honor interfered, observing:
“Mr. Logan, this gentleman’s: mame: 184,
and. ds pronounced
not Brown Now, by ndme Is
spelled G-r-e- -ene,, unt yon would not pro-
nounce it Greeny !

A twinkle camé into the eye of .Logan.
‘“That,” was his audacious response to the
‘‘depands entirely on_ how youT
honor decides this cm g

TOO NEAR THE STOVE.
Boston Herald.
Dr. C. A, Lamson of New London, while
at school at Andover, N.H., with geveral
other boys, attended & campmre o fthe G.
AR. at Wilmot." It was several degrees
below zero, and the stove was red hot
when a veteran named Chase came in. He
wae a l“i man, and very bow-legged. ~ As
y the fire “Doc,”’ ds he was al-
ways called, ste) up and slapped. him
on the lnck saying, “Please excuse me,
g!u:vel‘;fenr you are standing too near the
The veteran looked at the stove, then at
his clothes, and said, “Did you think,
foung fellow, that my clothes were burn- |

“NO; sir, but 1 saw that ywr legs were
wnrplng," "Was the Teply. 8

A NUISANOE ABATED.

Torouto Sa.’tnrﬂa,v Night.

For once at least the theatre pest who
sits behind you and tells a friend what is
going to happen next as well ae keeping
up a running commentary upon the events
of the performance as they pass, received a
satiefactory setback. It was the presenta-
tion of “Mary of Magdala” by Mrs. Fiske
some years ago, and the play had reached
the glace where the rabble is rebuked by
the baffling dicta, ‘‘Let him that is wlth-
ount sin among you east the first stone.’
The multitude was drawing back . with
savage reluctance, looking with eyes of
thate upon the prostrate Magdalen, when
the Pest broke out:

“Isn’t that perfectly lovely? They dare
not tonch hér. You see, they are all go-
in§ out.””

“To look for stones,” added a well-
known Toronto barrister who. was sitting
in the seat m;nedhtely in front of the
Post. It was enou The talkative one
collapsed into’a shocked silence which mer-
citully lasted to tlle end of the piece,

Pl

. JusT urov:n IN.

The Old-Man, ht 'rhe Cranbrook (B.C.)
Herald, tells: 2 sto? little boy whom
he says belonge to the Sundny school elass
n the Methodist church there.  That little

y has been springing the witticism In
éj entlon 80. long\and has moved to s0 many
fferent towns, thnt he surely must be
in long trousers by this time. All the
same, the story is @ gapd one, The lad, we
are told, did not know the other scholars
and nppenfed nervons, half scared, and
ready to cry at nn{ -eeond The teacher,
however, treated him kindly, and the les-
sons proeeeded thout' any outburst. Af-
ter a short rendlng of the -Bible the teacher
began to g plis on their last
lessons, nnd nskﬂd "Wgo led the children
ot Israel lnto Canada?’ As . no:one an-
: nkod from boy to 'ooy At
her 1 n sted on the new
mrted gumey anﬂ-nld between wbs‘ “It

‘when sentence is to upo!
clnsc-s of male!actom.

“What onght we to give thl: rucu bro-
t‘her?” A _judge in the Department of the
Lo;lte once asked the auemr on his right.

1 should say three ¥

"Whlt is your oplnlon, brotl:erl" This
to t‘he assessor on the tt.

wn Upo lt‘l: I:IIhg :] yeﬂi"’ a.lr

erenpon the judg nasumng ln
of at benevolence,

““Prisoner, not desiring “to Am
you a long and severe term o lm

learned b

self, I have consulted m
Seven yelu.“

‘and ﬂuﬂ take their ndv ce,

NOT ENOUGH CIPHERO. %

P'hllndelp’hh Post.

When Timothy L. Woodruff of Brao Tyn

was first nomlnnted for Lieutenant-Gover-

nor of New York he was informed that it

was customary for candidates for = such

Eh office to ive money to the State com-
t\!nds or carrying on the campaign.
much?’ asked Woodraff.

“Wel G said a friend, “yon ne

% ing ‘a mﬂl on

0
the !rlemi., w&y

“ﬁheyﬁwouldn t lmve nomlnated you.

noo and sent it to Senutor PW' :ﬁ
bilcan leader in New York
utt recelved it, but retumed &eqﬂ

Ml&TAKEN IDENTITY.

'l!e ., New
Flenwu of Portlnnd recently told
the follow story 'about the late John
ottle. a wel »k ba er in Kennebec
unty for man Ycars, who defended neat-
Jy ml of the criminals in that county years

ay an evangelist on the Holy Rolle
gpo ;truck Amﬁ ;' A
a la er

o

a, and in cons uenee
rrested. e ‘ref: en
to defend blm u the trlal lsfn.z

some minor offence. be
would defend §_friends tlxonsht
at orgntly. nne engam Pottlt.
the case came up in court “the

evangelist and several other rlsdnero were
bronght  into court to lem ‘ Pottle was
busy h menvrnd did not realize what
was ng o The evangelist, who enter-
ed h: plea ot l;%%-vmll tt:t;lkl {mtllge LIb;:ey(i
who was presiding, ¢ had enga:
counsel, and uld‘: “Your honor, 1 have
secired the services of able counsel; the
‘Lord Jesus Christ will look after me.

Abount this time another lawyer kiloked
Pottle, who was busy with his papers, nnd.
realizing that his client had entered a pi

or he was standing before the jndge,

h'wyer, without a moment’s hesltatlon. u,!d
“Yes, your honor, I nppear for him.’

A PRETTY STORY.

Boston Herald.

A lMttle girl was building pyramids in
the sand on the beach one day, wheén an
elderly gentleman interrupted her play to
converse with h His charm of person-
ality won her completely a8 it _had the
world before her, and wihen he Pro d
that they walk as they tnlked she qu
TOSe A gladly slipped her hand hm,-m.
After g #appy promeuade the gentleman
observed that it was time for the lttle girl
to return to her mother.
mother asks you wihere yon ve
been." he continued, ‘‘tell her you've been
walking on the beach with Oliver Wend.eﬂ
Holmes.”

The great pame was absolutely ‘unknown
to the child, but she recognized a courtesy
in the words of her.stranger-friend, and
was not to De outdone. His pleasant bow

and smile acquired a quaint ﬂl‘l'lty as im-
ltated by the child. ~She replied

“And when you bgo h::ml)le't llmd y?uey ask
ou wherss yon’ve been, te em were
zvulklnz rgn the beach with Mary Susanna

Brown,’d'

ko i S i 2 4 A kAT

The chill
one,

Ah, me!
With skirt that swung with
The flowing skirts are dragging
In fact, it's reall

5n
ment, g8 I should bave done if lett {'.Lm - |

A CHANT OF LAST YEAR'S
OVERCOAT.
wings blow, the leaves have

The skies are grey- and overcast,

A touch of spow Is in the air,

I fear old winter's come at last.

I delve within a musty trunk

And scarce can I repress 4 tear

43 1 exhume with rev’'rent bands

The overcoat of yesteryear.

. "Twas once a gallant wrap,
“ltb belted back and shoulders square,
And velvet collar passlng dalr, e
now,
The collar's frayed, the buttons sere,
quite passe—

The overcoat yesteryear,

BIK I have sung all summer long,

s did the grasshopper of old,
Nor laid awa{ the coin to buy

coat t0 keep me from the cold.
) mme along, old friend of mine,
Tho' mien may scoff and women sneer,
You'll have to ‘do one season more,
O, overcoat of yesteryear !

THOUGHTS ON THE GOMMAND-
MENTS.

“Love your neighbor as younelf'
iSo the parson preaches
That's one—hnlf the Decalogue,
So the prayer-book teaches.
Half my dnt{ I can do
With but_ little labor,
For with all my heart and soul
I do love my neighber,

M%hty little oredit that
self-denial;
Not to Jove her, though might e
‘ﬂometuhlng of a trial.
t that peeps

the rosy ll
ﬁrou h the glass above her
Llngers round her lips—you see
E'en the sunbeams love her.

And I've preached the word I know
For it ‘was my
To convert the stnbborn breast
Of the little beauty.
Once again success has crowned
Missionary labor,
For her sweéet eyes own that she
loves her neighbor.
~—iGeorge Angustus Baker.

REFORMED OLD FAVORITES.

"rn( ldl trl I no not wut tha mene,
from the depth uv sum divin de
Blz in the hart and gather to the i
In lnk!ng on the ha ortm feeldz
thinking uv th daz that r no mor.

Tu be or not to b; that is the kwestyun;
Whether tiz noblt in the mind to sufr -
The slings and aroz of outrajus forchun,
Or to take rmz agenst a ¢ uv trublz,
An bi opposng un them.

Sum vuaie Hamdn, that with dorntles brest .
The Hit] tirnt uv his feeldz withstud,
Snm mut, inglorious Miltn heeer ma rest,

Cromw giltles us his countri’s blud

Tel me not in mornfl numbrz,
“Life Is bnt a mti dreme!'"
For %he sole iz ded that slumbersz,

) ings r not wut tha seme,
wasn’t me, est, teacher. I ust moved Bra
-here lnst wenk ttom Fernle / 5 ; : ndr Matha,
15 THE PINES.
CUMULATIVE SE_NTENCE_S-‘ bl (8
—iiy ; W, ines, - b,
The Green Bag. ‘And. ﬁle. selfsame song so low,

Aceord:ln.g to an- emlnent Zawver who \Wheu under the lash of God
%mcuseo before the snpreme Court of the |’ wﬂkﬁone year l;o!

ni y, ﬁp 2 nq!o‘ n. ch
tion by a Jndne. e,%q leu.gl‘:e world,
colleagues- on. the: uﬁma! p l

’l’odly how tlu eaNh
H"u&- rapt: and 101 lna wrlns !

Wanes,.
.lmne t‘h: mkeu mlu,

I‘gut the blng’kﬂ;;ln.e‘l sl‘h wl% m.ln!
~Arthur strlnm, in December

THE WEAPONED MAN.

i ) By C’y!ﬂrk: Einion. i
““The  freeman.. the ‘wea @
nu‘n, who alone bore sword and d." :

%r::n’: k here barhy nv-
n oak w W W) w

An wn-‘" faced

u:mo&den uve by wlnteruwolves,

‘Where now great
The tlthers of our anxon foi
(Sires ot nr blood and

% -ennkeud

Tl;gg were not over-mastenful
T bmgsnrt ln thelr pride,
treemn badge was the spear in

glu ar-sword nt his side: o
Wi the o,mw-sp lnt: came

ster great and
'“ who stood nnanne-t 'that day

Wu weaklln:, priest, or thrall. ;
‘When we waged the War of e Hundred

‘ years
Or marched to Flodden fray,
&nnll need was there for time or toll

B e @esvenger, A1 Wik 0 L w's chizmney Beld its Bows
“Dear Tim: I am sending ‘back thu AT, and sped
cheque for correction. You gorgot to put|And every churl could le steel
mﬁzb cvphershon - It sﬁec). one mm’g., % guard his goods and gear.
fr i lteg:rti‘zng :'etenrn :t“gn.::" s -N%r b%lﬁes gather them goods and gold

on every ses,
bt otcnttmmuapmu!

A&vnohe Whl;ene%da 18 war,
Yet ; leag m “;re thralls at heart
was In En'e
i all who hold.
that erul mlntm truntng is an in-
vasion of suYject.—
From The Wtor (London.) y
e e
MOTH ERHOOD.

By Edith Brownell.

*d| Gray gloomed the hilfside. 'Jﬁhroutl}

the solemn hush
Ot dole, tha third dark honr-—-reluot-

ant, me
Slow ylalded to its close.

i .

Below the dross
The Holy Mother knelt in quivering

calm
Her wnltlng arms in anguish npward
reached
To take again her Son, her little boy—
Her baby!—while, pale through the
mystic dusk,
Her lltted face in adoration dwelt
Upon her Lord!

Then, near at hand, there broke
A woman’s sobbing, low and wrench-
ed and flerce,

The cry of one whose hurt is worse
than' death;

And Mary, bendlng sweet within her
veil,

Laid her high grief aside, to pray,
“Dear God!
Ah, comfort Thou the mother of the

thief!"”
—From the Independent.

—0
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A doctor was called to give evidence

in an action at Morpeth County Court,
in which a miner claimed £25 dam=-’
ages against a barber for
‘shave.
Secotch oath, and the Judge thereupon
asked, “Which, in your opinion, doctor,
is "the more
Testament or the public razor?’ The
Doctor—"The Court Testament., ’

a “foul”

The medical man took. the

dangerous—the Court

it gl Gjpicg il ks T
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