. VICTORIA’S PUBLIC SCHOOLS

A Reminiscence of E.rly Days in This Ci y.
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The public schools of Victoria!l What acorn pipes, ete., ete.,

a theme on which to exercise the mem-
2ry of one whose acquaintance with
them commenced in. 1873. Truly the field
is a vast one, and incidents amusing and
otherwise crowd thick and fast as those
happy days of boyhood’s time, when all
the world looked green, are re-called,
and life “as she was” in the old school
house on upper Fort street are
remembered. It was ° Fort street
then, for View street stopped
short of the school grounds and
Yates street had not been opened; the
only fence between the school house
and the first-named street was  that
which bounded the school grounds. Qut-
side this fence, on all sides, grew many
fine oaks, and in places a wilderness of
scrub oak and brush. i .
However, the school history of Vie-
toria extends back many years pre-
vious to the date above mentioned. In
1855 the Hudson’s Bay Company estab-
lished free public schools on Vancouver
Island, including Victoria, and for sev-

eral years these were the only educa-!

tional facilities obtainable.
free school system of

In 1865 the
the then prov-
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ad infinitum, with
'which the top of his desk was always
liberally ornamented, the faithful mas-
ter would select some object as suitable
as possible to the subject in hand. And
it is remarkable how often just what he
needed . was within _reach. ~ One never-
failing method of illustrating the astro-
nomical facts in connection with the
rotation of the = earth on  its
axis and its rotation around ' the
sun was by means of an
apple forfeited by some luckless urchin
who in an unguarded moment had dis-
played his treasure to the eagle eye of
the master, and was made to deposit the
fruit on the master’s desk. Parentheti-
cally it may be mentioned that the ulti-
mate fate of these apples, etc., was al-
ways an unsolved mystery to the smaller
fry, but the big boys knew where they
went.
‘With the apple skewered on one of the
nondescript penholders always numerous
on the master’'s desk, he would illus-
trate in a most realistic manner the in-
clination of the earth on its axis, and by
means of a second apple, similarly im-
paled, held in' the hands. of ‘a pupil,

Howevyer, that is another story.'

gi:ls from Broughton street) moved into
their new -home—the boys downstairs
and the girls upstairs—and ‘the old
school house remained vacant until 1876,
when the first (and for fourteen years
the only) high school in the province
| was installed therein, under the prin-
| cipalship of the Rev. J. Nicholson, D.D.;
‘who remained in charge but & short
time, greatly to the regret of the pupils,
Here were gathered the ‘“graduates”
from all the public schools of the prov-

pupils sufficiently to pass the examina-
tion. From far away Kootenay (a
wilderness in those days) came a pupil
but the great majority of those in st-
tendance were from Victoria and viein-
ity. © The number of pupils at this time
was about fifty boys ‘and girls.
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As a comparison with these early days
of education it is interesting to note that
there are now eleven different schools
in this city, with a teaching staff, in-
eluding the city superintendent and his
assistant, of 70, and an average attend-
ance of about 2,700.

Y ’{‘h,omas, del,

PRINCIPALS VICTORIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

MISS A. D. CAMERON,
W. N. WINSBY, Victoria West.

i rancouver Island was establish-, would illustrate the
o e At the time of the terrestrial sphere around the great orb their location follows:

ed by government. the 1
union of the two colonies in 1868, this
free school system was practically dead,

South TPark.
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E. B. PAUL, M. A, High Sc‘ho»ol.
L. TAIT, North Ward.
progress of this

of light. Needless to say, the spectacle
of their cherished apples:doing duty as

MISS M. WIL‘LIAM‘S, Girls’ Central,
J. D. GILLIS, Boys’ Central.
' The complete city teaching staff and

Supetintendent’s Office — Frank H.
Eaton, M. A, city superintendent; Miss

but after the province had joined the; object lesson for the behoof of the elder M. A. Macdonald, assistant,
Dominion the gublic schools were re-| boys brought many a heartburn to the

organized. TIn 1872 the ¢
Act was adopted by the province, and
the schools were re-organized under the
superintendency of the late John Jessop.
At that time there were but two pub-
lic schools in Victoria, the Girls’ school
on Broughton strest, now occupied as
a carpenter shop, and the Boys’ school,
aforesaid, at the top of Fort street. The
apotheosis of the former at the hands
of Miss Cameron is a quite recent
event, and may with confidence be left
out of the present reckoning. .
The Boys’ school then was a more or
less commodious, white-washed barn,
situated in ample grounds (the gift of
the Hudson’s Bay Company) and adja-
cent to many open fields. entrance
was in the gable facing Fort street, and
had a somewhat pretentious portico by
way of ornamentation, and of use as a
gheltered position in which, during rainy
weather, the headmaster (there were but
two dominies) could stand, eall-bell in
thand, and with head keeping time to
the strokes of his bell, beat time

which the long line of urchins had to;

e tep in marching in to their places.
I“"lel‘xl)xessc‘?hool was divided into one main
assembly room and a single class room.
In the former the desks and seats, which
were made in couples. were placed end

to end, half way across the room in one,

direction, leaving an aisle at either side,
while a second section, or what might
be called the lower school, had desks

ranged at right angles to the former and

running right across the room, ]eavigg
an aisle at one end only. This was in
order to economize space, and as every-
body had to walk to his place over the
entire length of these seats, the results
during the muddy season were anything
but encouraging to the good mammas
who tried to keep their boys clean and
decent. Fancy, too, the unlimited field
‘wherein to wreak vengeance on an un-
suspecting enemy which this method of
procedure permitted—staying out until
the remainder of the line were in their
seats, and then making a progress down
the row with boots covered with mud
and heaping contumely upon the object
of wrath by carefully wiping off a lib-

eral quantity of the mud while passing. |’

Thaen, too, .when a boy was late, he
bad to run the gauntlet of the whole
line. who, as a rule, resented the dis-
turbauce, and the. more undaunted
spirite emphasized this with a generous
distribution of pin pricks as the unfor-
tunate victim of tardiness passed to his
place.

iAt this time and for many years
afterwards there were but two teachers
on the staff of the boys’ school. The
principal, the late €. C. McKenzie, had
charg~ of the two higher. classes, wh'ie
the junior division, from the “A B C”
class up to the “third reader” was
Jooked after by R. Me Clemitson. All
the classes sat in the main room, which
the s-niors also used as a class room.
The yonnesters were from time to time
drafted off into the second room. where
they weve put throngh their facings b
Mr. Clemitson, and in due course were
sncceeded by others of the junior divi-
sion.

Aprar~tus of all kinds, except a fow
maps. was  abhsolutely unknown, and
many homely shifts had to be made dur-
ing the course of instruction to illus-
trate any particular lesson then in hand.
From his perennial supply of apples (in
season), tops, chewing gum, marbles,

to!
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Free School K youngsters who were:as a rule the luck-

less owners. . However, this kind of
fruit was plentiful, and it was only the
covert jibes of their more fortunate fel-
lows tnat made the apple incidents so
unpleasant to the owners.

In spite of the primitive implements
and the not too comfortable accommoda-
tions, the teaching as far as it went was

sound and thorcugh, and none who re-!

mained under the tutelage of the then
masters = of the boys’ school, and did
their duty, but will look back with
pleasure on the early days of their edu-
cation in Victoria.

About 1874 the two-story brick school
house was buiit, and the boys (and the

i _High School—Mr. E. B. Paul, M. A.;
(Mr. A. J. Pineo, M. A,; Mr. E. H.
i‘Russell, B. A.; Miss R. Watson, MLA.;
!]\EslszD. J. Willis, B. A.; Miss G. Potts,
| ‘Boys’ Central—J. D. Gillis, J. F. Sall-
|'away, J. M. Campbell, B. Campbell, A.
| B "Wallace, Miss M. J. Blake, Mrs. F.
"E. Taylor, Miss J. M. Barron, Miss A/
:Nason, Miss Laura Simpson.
., 'Girls’ School—Mijss M. Williams, Miss
"S. ,A. Robinson, Miss L. Barron,
| Miss Ada Keast, Miss Winnifred Me-
1Gill, B."A.; Miss E. S. Shrapnel, Miss
l'\G. M. MacFarlane, Miss M. Lawson,
Miss ¥y A. Brown, Miss Alice Johnson.,
| South Park—Miss A. D. Cameron,
' Miss E. M. Speers; Miss A. E. Fraser,

A,

{B. - Miss . L.

{Noble, Miss O. Chapman.
Victoria W

ince which were capable of advancing La

Ward—Mr. L. Tait, Miss C. A.
Do , Miss N, E. Marchant, Mr, G.

gley, Miss . A.

est==Mr. W,

B oy wh o
. A, Johnson; Miss 8. C. R. .
Miss Bleanor I‘i’ee. Miss Elinor Nisbet.

Gp’mn% Ridge—Miss A. Russell, Miss
oM. 8. iackburn, Miss- C. C. Christie,
Miss E. L. Brown. A
‘Hillside—Miss '8, Blackwell, Miss C.
. Anderson, Miss M. Lucas.

Kingstoni Street—Miss BE. M. Jesse,
Miss M. F. Hart, Miss . G. Lawson.

Rock Bay—Miss P. Spragge, Mrs. M.
‘Wheeler.,

%ecial Instractor—Mr, Ian St. Clair.
. Manyal Training—Central School, H.
Dur%ell. F. Binns; North Ward School,
F. addington,

Substitutes—Miss Alice Redfern, Miss

8. J. Murton, Miss M. A..

ura Simpson,

STATUES HAVE SMALLPOX.

Peculicr Disease in a Museum at Athens

According to the Athens correspon-
{ dent of the Chronicle, London, a most
extraordinary disease, extremely infec-
| tious, and resembling smallpox among
human beings, has brokem out among
the statues in the Egyptian room of the
National Museum there. A few days
ago the distinguished politician and ar-
cheelogist, Mr. Stephanos Skouloudes,
noticed some strahge green marks on one
of the bromze statues of the famous
kigyptian collection presented to the mu-
seunr in 1881 by Mr, Demetrios, of
Alexandria. He at once communicated
Lis discovery to the curator, who called
in experts to. examine the statue- in
question. ‘They pronounced the marks
to be due to an infectious complaint, To
which brouze is liable, and which gradu-
clly spreads from the surface of the ob-
Jject affected to the inside, till the whole
crumblés away into dust. The other
bronze statues in the same room were
then inspected, with the result that they
were all found-to be more or less taint-
ed with the disease, while five of them
had taken it in a most aggravated form.
These five are the statues of Anta, the
goddess of war; of Maout, wife of Jupi-
ter Ammon; of Isis; and two statues of
Osiris, one of them of the greatest value.
‘Worse than that, the infection has
spread to the Mycenaean room, which
contains the results of the late Dr. Sch-
liemann’s excavations in 1876. There,
a dagger, which was found in the fourth
and finest of the six tombs, has fallen
a victim to the malady. Altogether,
about 50 statues are badly affected, and
the loss will be enormous mnless the
plague can be stayed. A leading Athen-
ian chemist pronounces the cause of the
maledy to be the presence of salt in the
bronze, of which the statues are made,
and his remedy is to extract it by means
of baths. Mr. Momphmatos, the min-
ister under whose department the mu-
Seum comes, is taking steps o save the
bronzes. - ’

—_—— 2

“‘That,” sald Seribble, as he finished read-
ing his manuseript, *is the story as far as
I‘ye got. I was thinking of winding it up
.Eglgg”the heroine’s letter accepting the

“‘Good idea!” exclaimed the critie, “that’l]
give you a chance to coneclude the whole
thing with ‘please excuse bad writing.” "—
Philadelphia Press.
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! VALE!! VALE!
V;hdlaory Pronounced at the Recat H;gh School Opening by a
Dclpuﬁug Fupil,

b3
!

'The following address was read at the
ceremony of the formal opening of the
High school by Miss Mowat, who for
two years has stood head of the school.

The young'lady who on that occasion
‘was about to bid farewell to the school,
.of which she had been an ornament, is
a daughter of Mr. R. Mowat, and is just
17 years of age. During the past seven
years she has been a pupil of the Vie-
toria schools, having entered the High
school from the Girls’ Central a few
years ago, Miss Mowat captured the
Governor-General’s medal last year and
was #gain this year head of the school,
but the medal, was as is usual in such

an occasion such as this, and with all
our hearts ‘we thank those who have
provided the occasion by giving us this
new building, To the trustees and Tate-
Payers, it may seem the merest ingrati-
tude that any one should choose such a
time to leave school, but fate is not al-
ways kind, and each year must see some
of us go. We, who are going, count
it the bitterest irony that we should be
allowed to see all this new splendor,
and lgnow We may not have a share,

Just twenty-six years ago and a
month, secondary education was estab-

lished in British_ Columbia by the open-
ing of Victoria High school, on August

AND BOYS’ CENTRAL S

Wwho was an exceedingly close second:
There is sometimes much tedium

with patience,

cases, awarded to the secoﬁd, Miss Tully, | 7, 1876.

in| the only one in” the p-ovince!
farewells, but we beg you to hear us 1: 90, >
for ours is a double leave-| pl .

L which in 1875

\

& on the pipes, Yet
schoel is part of the
1 men said woy,
stxx)gl'.lor to anything of %h:(ﬁ”%
Pacitic Coast, Surely our jllxu
begun “gaily to bourgeon gy
to RTow.” & and
Now all ig changed
?fl])’ to logk about you
e€rence. Agai y k )
tors. et tie !;}ll‘xgielstl{)éllm\'mr IRt

» You thay
kn_ow"better than themselyes \\"‘- 5
splratmn comes from Sul'rmmsI’un‘v\ml'l“
feel here that they Lavye room fop Liles
ambition, room to move frealy,  Loelr
they can study with intensity
Dose and know that fame ),y. ¢
fresh leaf in her great 1w~;i;w11
1s fresh and clean for them to wiira
names. They have not known pgo:
what it is to be taught amid ey o
ments that do not depress |y S,
mess, but there seems ty |, ..
earnestuess in the very i of 1
home of learning, A

With all tuese fresh g ction
ho}pe to see more of tle boys finic
High school course. Aud o
vexed question. Why do not
stay at the High school? [«
were more boys than girly ;
lower divisions, but in the
classes, boys became fewer
till in the senior or graduati
was not a boy at all, save
tunate who was a partial stude
i ten to this: 1In 1878, two yve
this school was established, {1,
tage of boys to girls was s« 1:;1-.
one; and now the Droportion ix .
1s to five. 1s Victoria poorer t)
was that she caunnot afford to ke
boys *at school. or js the faulr
school? Of course, whep you
the High school and star( to 1o
dozen or more subjects whoge Dulies
fore were only names to you, most .
them seem of the dry-as-dust kin)
ordinary person ever found rhfl
ments of al!gebra, or euclid,
Integesting and easy, and g« for the

broud ly

20d you Yy
to see tie dit.

in the ¢
othey

and fe

one |

CHOOL. -

Thizk of it, Victorians!

| For
|f.urte'n years your High school

was
But, in
Vancouver_ followed your exam-
A thouglY Vancouverites had mno

positions that are demanded of Yon
number is simpiy appaliing, 17 ;.
i heps, no wonder that so many s
er being. iwdependent 1,
y at school. But if vou wi
f stay a little longer yon o not
what a uew world of delight wil] 1,
vealed to you. You canuo imagine 1he
attraction of higher mathen i o
unfolding pleasure of your
amazing delights of science
of your KEnglish subjects tl:
You. It is then, in the higher
that you hegin to compreiend |
You krow; but take our word
the comprehension s o
fives yoa entrancing i
[hz;: and  wcll-filled the
learning is. Boys, stay at !
or three years | er if‘yrm possinls
and you will fin pleasure to
for all va lives.  IHere, iy ¢
! pln(-o.' there is every chance 1o,
! chemicajs laboretory, which
i equalled in the province, an e
rary which will develop you
pleasant rooms, every convenios
wards to excite your ambition,
feed it. As we all must be
foot of the ladder of learning,
.ents are open to you, but the
door is reserved for v ors® Nt 1
you return to us in distant years, f
01s, may your foot cross the
threshold. "There is an aim in life
Yon. Do not forget Cecil Rhodes'
derful offer, and that any one of yoy

taking. As a graduating class we bid
good-bye to our school, and in the mame
of the school to an epoch in its ghistory.

Tor twenty-six- years there has not been

- Py g

SOUTH PARK SCHOOL.
s2condary education till 1890, we can-
not but admit that up to the present time
they have' had many more advantages.
But with our new appliances we hope o
leave all our f iendly rivals far behind
fus. It seems rather humorous now that,
|as the provincial records say, “The High
I school was opened on the 7 of August
with a muen larger number of pupils
+thaa +was anticipated.” And for the
i first three months or so the average was
'forty-four. How pleasantly that num-

i have but to show yourself the cleverest
to win a scholarship for Oxford, which
| means the making of a grand carcer.

| Yet boys, however few, and gr's, ho-
jever many, be proud of your school
!"I'here is a bright record to be kept up
;2and made b.ighter. There are rivals
iin the field, but you have only to work
'to pass them. As your surroundings
"have improved, let the annals still im-
i prove, and how proud we shall be of the
High school. Dear schoolmates, be

:be compares with our roll, which now: k'nd to the teache:s, for they hold a

11s more than two hundred names! |
{ Yet, the building which in 1876 held|

i forty-four pupils has been, till, 1902, the‘
only accommodation for some one hun-
dred and fi‘ty young students. Do you|
wonder that we sometimes complained!
of being crowded? In 1877 the record,
exhorts parents to keep their children|
at the High school and give them all
chances to study. The pricks were al-
ready to be felt. In 1878 for the mxty—i
one pupils, forty-seven boys and four-!
teen girls, two teachers were necessary;
a third was appointed in 1888, and a!
fourth in 1890. We, in 1902, have six|
teachers and every prospeet of needingj
more before long. In 1880, for the first|
time, the two teachers d vided the sub-
jeets and took specialties, Now we
have our English, science, classics and|
methematics instructors, and when we
have a teacher for every subjeet, we
may be .satisfied, although we do not!
promise, In 1884 the records give an in-
teresting semtence: “The school has done,
and iz doing, a good work. Providing
fot the instruction of pupils in the
Ficher branches, it enables parents tof!
give their children a liberal education
without sending them away from the so-
cial and moral influences of home.” Oh,
parents! - If you mever saw those sen-
tonces before, hear them now, for they
embody a truth!

It ‘would be interesting to know how
mAany of the visitors who have come to
admire onr new studv home, and, we
fear, carry away the impression that it
is much too good for us, have ever seen
the old High school. It was certainly
herd to see. Tt is almost impossible to
tell how much alt these new surround-
ings mean. Those who have not seen
the old building cannot imagine how
zreat is the change. cloak-room
which leaked, a front door which would
admit one person at a time, teacher's
chair in varions stazes of ruinous old
e, na hall, disahled clocks, desks that
were falling to pieces, want of light,
avt of ecovvidors, dranghts—these were
? few of the things of which we com-
nlained. Runt the worst thing of all was
tha evstem of heating. when the con-
tracting steam in the pines set mp such
hammering and ecranking noises  that
wvork was every day imvossible at times.
There is a lecend. or rather a true story,
of a newly-installed teacher who sent a
boy to “ask the jamitor to stop that

very difficult position. We are all too
inclined to forget that the pupil has not
all the work to do, and the tantaizing
tricks we have played, the sulks we
have had, the impudence we have given,
all come back to us with a sense of
shame, that makes the wonderful pa-
tience of our poor teachers becom®
something admirable and lovable. It
means so very little to be attentive, thit
we should be ashamed of every tume we
have refused to put our minds upon our
lessons,

Don't forget athletics, 'There i
very promising record for the girl
the hockey field, and we expect the
to become adept at football an.!
Nor need ping-pong be mnegletel.
would be a wise plan to get up,
winter, the gymnasium class for
that proved so attractive two years
More of the Delsa te movements would
be better .than all form fours! forward
march! Do not let the red blouse that
Victoria knows weli as the mark of the
Higli school girl be laid away and for-
gotten. Again, show your thanks for
this new buildinrg and” splendid equip-

¢rl

jment by putting all your enerzy into

the task of making Victoria Hich =chou!l
even more_ favorably known than it al-
ready is. Remember our motto for it 13
a good one—“Palma mon sine pulvere.

And now we prepare to go. 'I'he dear
High school will see us as fami
ngs no more. Friends, teachers,
mates, who step so easily into the
‘we thought our own, we, who co "
labor and duty of life, give you ol
bye with a great quiver of pain at
hearts and fare-ye-well.! Vale!
Vale!

LILTAN M. MOWAT
0

A HUNDRED YEARS FROM NoOW

I wonder what will be the craze
A hundred years from now:

Will man boast of the If he plu
A hundred years

I wonder if the gi

For titles their rich pas n

I wonder if mankind will
A hundred years from

Men and their masters mav
A hundred vears f
They may have bridwes a'er t
A hundred vears from no
The world may have no use for
And where the heavenly choir sing L
Perhaps great Pierp. will pull the stripgs
A hundred years from now.
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ms e,
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in the general furore.
Agnin, .there h?.s ne
without its peculiar f
however, are not pecuj
doubt, something good
could only discern it
one must confess _t&ha
rather rampant — soing
had a new lease of life
Among them 1 may
|sraelism, Christian Sd
Humanitar:anism, The
Some  of them posses
Jasting @eod, and I 4

can hbe ca

ver, as_there ar
(’g‘q,iw:ads: and iadiffere
therefore endeavor to
we can oat of them.
come an ideal—and a 1
—and, to a certain exi
jsm. The others are in

vahat bis Zioms-m‘ilrIi
} e & year e
Sitz:ilayworld was star
nouncement that a mon
to be held at Bas;s_z fo
organizing a political:
ment consisting of men
ish religion in order tq
state. This announcem
Jewry and Christendon]
sternation, was precede
entitled, “A Jewish
Theodore Herzl, an Au
and dramatist. In it
the object which he h
wanted to found and s¢
gured home for the pe
Russia and Roumania,
who wanted to reside
their former glory.
bodied the formation o
should raise the sum
purchase of Palestine
of Turkey. Yearly cong
held both at Basle (i
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ed by thousands of de
ing the various Jewish
the world. Among thg
present were Dr. Herz
dau, Rev. Dr. Easter
pean notabilities, includ
Bernard Lazare. Both
meetings and from time
ing messages have been
effect that the Sultan
gect, and that even-f
(Germany wished for t}
of the scheme. The m
listed a great mumber
Jews and Gentiles.
conclusions, and see in
fulfilment of prophecy.
upon the good will of 4
they are actually puttiy
princes in whom there

Now, inasmuch as th
awake the_gopd folk of
outrageous atrocities pe
the .Jews in some somi
it must effect some .ga
one cannot for a mo.
wholesale imm'gration
estine! The Jews to
more! Why, they are
tion in the ordinary se
and ‘I doubt very muj
ever intended to be om
shall be unto me a ki
dnd a holy nation,” ha
port. Fancy a nation
agine a wuniversal bref]
national, a tribal embo
contradiction in terms.
tion of priests, a brot
sionaries, of witnesses
be Timited to the confin
area! They are to car
lightenment to the fo
earth. :

How .did the idea of
alism arise? Well, in @
most dangerous omne, by
human Bible what peo
tell them, and not w
tell them. When the f
iles were - .deported to
heathen sacrificial syst
to cease. The exiles,
ed this interruption to
ary, and that in course
all be revised and the te
would then dwell amg
They forgot all what
told them that God wa
these -sublime effusions
Books of Isaiah, Micg
Amos. They forgot th|
appointed a prophet to
that beauty was lost.
one race and one sanc
God, “whose glory fil
earth.” The colonists 4
new heme, so that whe
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Crofton, Sept. %
arretson furnace W
ing at 9 o’clock.
machinery was n
Worked very smoothl
mn{ little hitches at
Whole the experiment
Satisfactory. The cony




