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Provinclal Government Petition ition.
ed to Build Road From
Hazelton to Mines.

‘This and Other Quesﬂims Dls-
cussed by Council of the
Board of Trade.

A well-attended meeting of the council
.of the British Columbia board of trade
was held last evening, the chief object
.of which was to consider a request from
Mr. C. W. D. Clifford, M. P. P., that
the board support a petition to the pro-
vincial government asking that a wagon
road be constructed from Hazelton, the
head of navigation on the Skeena, into
the Omineca mines. questions of
importance, such as the advertising of
Victoria, the poor steamboat: service
from the Sound, and the office of agent-
general in London, were discussed.

(ilgr.thw. ﬁ W:?}i tt]]:.lle president, occu-

i e chair, ( ere ‘were' present

essra. L. G. McQuade, A. G, Mgcandf
iess, C. F. Todd, Simon Leiser and J. J.
Shallcross. Mr. C. W. D. Clifford, M. P.
P., was present to show the advantages
of the Skeena route to Omineca, and Mr,
R. H. riall as a spectator.

The secretary read a letter from Mr.
Clifford, asking the board to support the
following petition, which had been sent

to the chief commissioner of lands and
works:

Victoria, November 4, 1899.

Dear Sir: We have learned that
representations have been made to you
as to the urgent need of a wagor. road
being built from Quesnelle northward,
to connect the Omineca mines with the
Cariboo road. That such a road would be
of great benefit to. Quesnelle there can be
no doubt, and it would also be a boon to
Omineca if the province can afford to
spend the large amount involved,

In the general interests of the provinee,
as well as on behalf of the merchants of
the Coast cities and ot those who have
interests on the mnorthern coast, we
would, however, point out that there is a
route to Omineca via the Skeena river,
which has proved to have great advant-
ages as compared with the Quesnelle
route, and it would be a great injustice
if a decision in-a matter of this moment
were arrived at without the most eare-
ful comsideration.

The distance from the sea coast to the
Omineca mines by the two routes are
approximately as under: -

SKEENA ROUTE.
Miles.
Port Essington to Hazelton ..... eves.. 160
Hazelton to Omenica

TOLRL, .o 55e isiie, s bansiesnnnens i OR0

QUESNELLE ROUTE.
Miles,
Vancouver to Asheroft..... vo. vee... 203
Ashcroft to Quesnelle ..... ...

sse ssecsssssse sesessss 103

In the above comparison Vancouver
and Port Essington are treated as Coast
terminals. Inverness is 500 miles north
of Vancouver, but the freight rate by
ocean steamer is only $3 per ton. :

Owing to the fact that there is railway
connection with Asheroft and a wagon
road thence to Quesnelle, the difference
in the cost of transportation by the two
routes is not in proportioin to the dif-
ference in distance, but the advantage
lies langely with the Skeena route, as is
shown hereunder:

SKEENA ROUTE.

Vancouver to Port Essington ......
Wharfage to Port Essington.. .. ¢«
Port Essington to Hazelton..... ...
Hazelton to Omenica

Total.Joss savecn s

QUESNELLE ROUTE.
Vancouver to Ashcroft (averages)..
Forwarding charges, Ashcroft
Asheroft to Quesnelle ...... . cccuee
Quesnelle to Omenica (Manson

Oreek) civas s sidisneneme svavess 240 O
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The difference in cost for the present
season has been, as above, no less than
$86 per ton, and the rates between Port
Essington and Omineca points are much
more profitable to the carriers than those
between Asheroft and Omineca.

The freight rates by river steamers
from the Coast to Hazelton have been
high, owing to the small amount of
freight to-be carried and to the obstruc-
.tions to mavigation, which the Dominion
government have now got men at wqu
removing. With enough work to justify
steamers, above and below the canyon,
transferring freight without loss of time,
it is safe to say that the rate of $50 per
ton up the, Skeena could be materially
reduced, and the rate paid the packers
from Hazelton to Omineca is more than
a fair rate for the distance.

On the other hdnd, the rates from Ash-
croft to Omineca are not profitable to
the carriers, having been cut to pieces,
especially on the wagon road, through
competition.

It is not our wish to oppose the open-
ing up of the country, and we wou_ld
point out that for farming or stock-rais-
ing purposes the valleys between Ques-
nelle and Omineca, and between Hazel-
ton and Omineca are of equal value.
Neither would be of any value as traffic
feeders of the wagon roads for shipment
outwards, but both would in time pro-
duce cattle and grain and other crops for
local consumption, and for shipment to
Omineca, g

If your government considers that the
future of the Omineca mines is suffi-
ciently assured to justify the building of
wagon rodds to carry its traffic, we have
only to ask that you will deal fairly with
both reutes, and build half a mile of
wagon TrToad from Hazelton towards
Omineca for each mile you build from
Quesnelle, .

We have the honor to be, sir,

Your obedient servants.

(Signed by many Viectorians).

Mr. Clifford anpounced that the Van-
conuver hoard of trade had takem the
matter up, Senator Reid advocating the
Quesnelle route, and the speaker the
Skeena-Hazelton route. The Vancouver
board had referred the matter to a
special committee. He could see that
tﬁhlf membext's weae favorable to ththe
Skeena route, and were sorry that they
had been so hasty in somgyweek.s ago
recommending the Quesnelle route to
the government. The Skeena route was
undoubtedly the best one, Senator Reid
had at Vancouver given the whole thing
away: by. stating that all the Caritboo
people wanted was o road to Quesnelle
Mlouth. . : ; Rk R

n answer to 4 question it was gta!
that steamers of 100 fons burden'wgﬁed

could ‘be
{though o

use the river when it was open. 'The
building of the road would open up'a
splendid country, i ,p
o s o e £ e sad
rates from Essington to Hazelton could
be greatly reduced, and the goods could
be-taken in in half the time as by the
Quesnelle route. . -, o S ;

o Mr. McCandless said _he was. very
favorably impressed with the Skeena
route, Hven if the rates and time were
as great as by the Queenelle route, it
would be to the interest of the Coast
cities to have the Skeena route opened
up. . He, however, would prefer to have
the question deferred.

Mr. Leiser, who does considerable busi-
ness with Omineca —mining companies,
said there was no comparison. . All the
companies preferred having their gc‘oda

[forwarded by the Skeena route.

Mr: Shalleross argued that as a general
principle Victorians should advocate
opening up routes from the coast. He
seconded by Mr, Leiser and earried:

“That in the opinion of this board the
proper policy - for. British Columbia to
adopt is wherever possible to open up the
interior of the province by the shorter
routes/from the coast, as by this means
the cost of -delivery of goods in the in-
terior will be reduced to the lowest point
possible, and which will build up the
trade and industries of the province.”

The question was referred to a com-
mittee consisting of Messrs, McCandless,
McQuade, Shalleross and Leiser.

The Hon. J. I. Tarte, minister of pub-
lic works, wrote that Mr. Roy, the resi-
dent government engineer, had been in-
structed to make a survey of the harbor
for the dredging proposed by the board.
This was received and filed.

The secretary of the Philadelphia Com-
mercial Museum wrote stating that the
officers of the British Columbia board
had bee nappointed members of the inter-
national advisory board, and asked that
Dr. W. P. Wilson, a direetor, and Mr.
W. H. Scoff, chief of the foreign depart-
ment, be made honorary members of the
British Columbia board. 1t will be
recommended at the next general meet-
ing that the request be granted,

From the secretary of the congress of
the chambers of commerce of the Fm-
Pire came an invitation to offer resolu-
tions at the meeting to be held next year.
In connection with this came ga request
from the Toronto board that the follow-
ing resolution to be submitted at the
meeting of the congress be endorsed:

Whereas it is generally recognized that an
advantageous commercial bond is one of
the strongest links in national unity, and
that the maintenance and strengthening: of
trade is the keyote of a state’s successfu’
development;

And whereas the existence of an empire
is largely dependent upon the material
prosperity of its people;

Therefore be it resolved that in the opin-
ion of this congress the bonds of the Brit-
ish Empire would be materially strength-
ened, and the union of the various parts of
Her Majesty's dominion greatly consoli-
dated by the adoption of a commercial pol-
icy based upon the principle of mutual
benefit, whereby each component part of
the Empire would receive a substantial
advantage in trade as the result of its na-
tional relationship.

Further resolved that in order to rmake
the foregoing operative, the chair shall ap-
point, before this eongress dissolves, a
representative and proportionate commit-
tee of home and colonial delegates to de-
vise a scheme of this nature, and report
to this or a similar commercial congress,
and that a copy of this resolution be offi-

o | cially forwarded to the home and colonial

governments concerned in the proposition.

The letters were referred to a com-
mittee consisting of Messrs. Davidge,
Futcher and Lindley Crease.

Mr. F. J. Claxton, in acknowledging
the receipt of a copy of the board’s
annual report, drew attention to the fact
that no reference was made therein to

00 | Victoria’s facilities for handling the

Klondike trade. He enclosed a clipping
from the Colonist showing that Victoria
did 48 per cent. of the Northern business,
and suggested that the article be printed
in pamphlet form and inserted in the
annual report for circulation in the min-
ing districts. He further suggested that
papers with statistics for the year be
sent in, and mentionéd that it should be
done at once, as reading matter was
most acceptable in the mining camps dur-
ing the winter months,

Mr. Shalleross said the article was
most creditable to the Colonist, and Mr.
Leiser having undertaken to have the
reports sent to Dawson and circulated
free of charge, the secretary was author-
ized to have the article printed on the
back of the reports and other informa-
tion inserted.

President Ward stated that while in
Rossland he had been approached in re-
gard to the improvement of the agent-
general’s office in London. The Ross-
land board are about to take the ques-
tion up, it being their idea that -at least
$20,000 a year should be spent on the
office; that a good man, who could visit

be secured, and that the offices should
be centrally located. In its present con-
dition the office was a disgrace.

It was decided to defer action wuntil
the resolution of the Rossland board was
received.

The president also brought up the
question of the present wunsatisfactory
steamboat service to the Sound, and Mr.
Shallcross mentioned that the company
had raised the price of meals and berths,

The board decided to consider the ques-
tion at a future meeting, which Mr.
Dodwell will be invited to attend.

Mr. Shalleross asked whether it would
be advisable to discuss the policy of the
incoming board of adlermen, but the
members thought mot, and the meeting
adjourned.

O

CALIFORNIA’S EARLY DAYS.

San Jose, Cal., Dev. 20.—The celebra-
tion of the golden jubilee of the founding
of California’s government began here to-
day. To-day’s proceedings were a repro-
duction of the inauguration of Peter H
Burnett, first governor of the state. The
part of Governor Bumett was taken by
"his son, who read the original inaugural
address delivered on that occasion.

SETTLING MONEY PANIC.

New York, De('—;:c!) —-Barcl;kers' ﬁ-fe
highly pleased with retary Gage's of-
tef' toy relieve the fn.uicky feeling in the
money market. ames Stillman, fﬂ“”“
’ thinks

ry

dent of-the National City Bank,:
the crisis has , been sed; en
'Clews-says. the secretary should be con-

| Victoria’s Systems do N;t

‘gelist Naylor without a full and fair hear-

the province at least once a year, should {

[landed at this port 1,889 packages of

mlated £ /meeting the emer-
:er;tcy gdmf:%W- i X

Meet With His Entire

A meeting of the board of fire under-
writers for Vancouver Island was held
here on Monday afternoon for the pur-
pose of receiving a report from M. Did-
well Davenport, one of the inspectors of
the Pacific Coast board on the fire and
water systems of the Island cities. Mr.
Davenport has just completed a tour of
the Coast making reports to the various
local boards on the systems within their
Jjurisdiction.” His report to the Van-
couver Island board after inspecting the
water systems and fire departments is
that the cities have not sufficientspro-
tection against fire, the single .exception
being the little town of Cumberland,
Comox.

The Victoria water supply does not
meet with his approval, the circulating
system particularly coming in for con-
demnation, there being, he says, too
many dead ends and small mains. The
force, too, he considers insufficient. As
to the fire department, in his opinion a
city of the size of Victoria, with a water
system such s she has, should have at
least four steam engines instead of two
and there should be more men, in fact
like all insurance men he is in favor of
a fully paid department. More fire sta-
tions, Mr. l?avenport also considers ne-
cessary. o :

The fire fighting facilities of Nanaimo
and Wellington come in for.similar con-
sideration. ’

The report was received by the board:
and action was suspended until it has;
been distributed among the members for :
consideration, It may mean an increase
in the rate of insurance.

O

WATCHING MR. NAYLOR.
Seattle Pastors Awaiting the Appear-
ance of the * Evangelist.”

The expose made by the Colonist a few
days ago of the peculiar record of
‘“ Evangelist” Naylor, whose series of
lectures arranged to be given in this city
under the auspices of the Salvation
Army were cut short in a rather sensa-
tional manner, seems to have directed

‘act as physici’gn for all the lodges.

complimentary to the management of the
school. &

P, T Y

Proved a Success.—The concert in aid
of the school for deaf and dumb held in
the A.0.U.W. hall last evening was well
attended, -and resulted in a good sum
being realized for the worthy purpose for
wlngx' it was arranged. The programme
as already published in the Colonist was
gone through with most successfully,

R e

Busy Postal Officials.—The clerks in
the post office are having.a busy time
of it these days, handling the many pack-
ages going away by mail as holiday pre-
sents, The.record of former years, it is
said, has been eclipsed by the present
season, which wonld seem to indicate that
Victorians are enjoying a good measure
of prosperity. :

P )

Real Estate Transfer.—The Rhode pro-
perty at the corner of Cormeorant and
Store streets, including the Lighthouse
saloon and the adjoining brick block on
Store street has been purchased by Mr.
John Hepburn through Mr. Frank Rich-
ards. The price paid was in the neigh-
borhood of $18,000. The wooden build-
fing at the corner will be replaced by a
brick block.

—_—

To Import Doctors.—The secret socie-
ties affected by the resolution of the
medical men, deciding that mone of the
members of the local medical association
should act as lodge physicians, are ap-
pointing delegates to a meeting to be held
in January to consider the advisability
of getting a doctor to come to Victoria to

(AT P

New Bank Building Promised.—It is
understood that at an early date the
Bank of British North America will ar-
range for the erection of a modern bank
building on certain property belonging
to the Johnsom estate, rumor having it
that the site of the new structure will be
on the ground mow occupied by the build-
ings on Government street north of Wil-
son Bros., taking in the portion of the
block extending up Yates street to the
Poodle Dog restaurant.

. e G

The Labor Convention.—The Trades

attention anew to the reverend gentle-
man. The Seattle Post-Intelligencer in
its Tuesday issue says:

“The Methodist ministers of Seattle
sat expectant at the regular Monday
morning meeting of the First Methodist

Episcopal church yesterday. They await- Junionism throughout the province at the

ed the coming of the Rev. Isaac Naylor, i
evangelist, who had been summoned to’
appear and answer the charges made
against him. But no Mr. Naylor ap-
peared, either in the body or in the
spirit, though the rumor is still current!
that he recently arrived in the city.'
The ministers do not know where the "
evangelist is, though he was last heard
from a few weeks ago at Victoria, B. C.,
when, after the sensational breaking up
of a Salvation Army meeting he was con-
dueting, he declared his purpose to re-
turn to Seattle and refute the charges, !
The ministers have almost abandoned.
the hope that he will come, |

“ When Rev. Mr. Naylor left Seattle
he announced his intention of going to
Astoria, Ore., to hold a revival, but he |
was next heard of in Vietoria. It was|
aftér he had gone that his alleged mjs-‘
doings became known here, and a letter,
was sent to Astoria by the committeeI

i
i

appointed to investigate the charges,
calling him back for an explanation.
The date of this letter was November 10
last. A second letter was sent, -but no*
reply has been received from either one. -
Of course, being in Viectoria, Rev. Mr.
Naylor could not reply from Astoria, and
it has been learned that stacks of letters
are piled up there awaiting his coming.

““ While it has not been the intention
of the local Methodist ministers or their
special committee to condemn Evan-

ing, at the same time the position they
took in deciding to demand an explana-
tion has'all along, it is claimed, been
fortified by white and black.  The evan-
gelist has been on the gridiron before,
up in New Whatcom, and information of
an alleged deserted wife and five child-
ren came over to this country from Eng-
land early in Oectober last. Rev. Dr.
Buckley, editor of the Christian Advo-
cate, published in New York City, was
the first to receive it. Then it travelled
to Jesse Bowman Young at St. Louis,
Mo., editor of . the Central Christian
Advocate, and thence to the Coast and
Puget Sound.”

=

ALONG THE WATER FRONT.

The Queen City and Danube Sail—The
Idzumi Maru in.

With good freight and passenger lists,
the C. P. N. Co.’s steamer Queen City
sailed for West Coast ports last evening.
Among the passengers were a party of
five for Cape Scott; J. Thompson and
L. C. Johnson for Alberni; P. Roe,
manager of the West Vancouver Coal
Company, for Quatsino; Victor Jacob-
son for Clayoquot; and Messrs. Qliff
and Ricards.

The steamer Danube sailed for Skag-
way and Northern ports last evening
with fair freight and passenger lists,
among the latter being Mr. Dickson, Mr.
Wade and twelve members of the North-
west Mounted Police, the latter going
North to fill vacancies among the contin-
gent stationed at Dawson.

Steamer Idzumi Maru, of the Nippon
Yusen Kaisha Steamship Company, ar-
rived yesterday morning from Oriental
ports with 3,000 tons of freight and a
light passenger list, after a very rough
trip. She brought four saloon passen-
gers—two missionary families returning
from their labors in China. The vessel

oranges, rice and Chinese and Japamese
merchandise.

Mrs. J. Conroy, Mrs, A. Holland,
Oscar Hallman, E. B. Ladner, Miss Lee,
Miss J. Saunders, Mrs. G. M, Glass,
Miss M. Merriman and Mrs. Hibben
were passengers for San Francisco sail-
ing on the Umatilla, which left last even-
ing.

The R.-M. S, Empress of China ar-
rived at Yokohama on Tuesday last from
this pert. » T

gmrqtm. Lawyérs, Teachers; and ‘others,
‘wi “ocenpation ?vu but- lttle exercise,
should use Carter's Little ver Plils

a - l’.lver’:l .[. for

} dence, Douglas street, and the Centennial

-{tendance to. man the:big gun recently

and Libor Council at last evening’s meet-
ing instructed delegates who will attend
the trades convention to be held at Van-
couver shortly on the several matters
which will come up for decision at that
meeting. The healthy condition of trades

present time was considered a reason for
congratulation and a successful conven-
tion is looked forward to.

—_————e

Noonday Gun For Vancouver.—The
Quadra took over yesterday to Vancou-
ver a brass nine-pounder field gun, to be
used in that city for. giving the daily
time signal, in place of the dynamite
cartridge now employed. Thé gun was
obtained by Mr. Baynes Reed, chief of
the Vietoria imeteorological service, from
the department of militia by the
courteous  assistance of Lieut.-Col.
Gregory. The gun will be fired by the
C. P. R. Telegraph Co.

—————

Successfully Presented.—In the Cen-
tennial Methodist church last evening the
yery prefty cantata ‘“The Coming of the
King” was successfully rendered before
a large audience, A special musical pro-
gramme had been arranged for a:choir
of 100 voices and gave much pleasure, as
also did the interesting dialogues and
recitations of the children. At the close
of the entertainment all of the Sunday
‘school scholars were given a Christmas
present.

o ()i

The Last Rites.—The funeral of the
late Edward James Gray took place yes-
terday afternoon from the family resi-

Methodist church, where the Rev. W. H
Barraclough conducted a very affecting
and impressive funeral service, which
was largely attended by sympathizing
friends of the deceased. The following
gentlemen officiated as  pallbearers:
Messsts. Noah Shakespeare, A. J. Me-
Lellan, Walter Morris, J. P. Elford,
Frank Adams, J. Hughes.

B

Roman Catholic Services.—High mass
will be celebrated on Christmas morning
at 6 o'clock at the Roman Catholic cath-
edral instead of at midnight on that day
as was the case in previoius years. The
apostolic delegation at Washington hav-
ing received instructions from the Pope,
designating 1900 as the holy year, mid-
night mass will be celebrated on the night
of December 31. Communion will also
be given at midnight mass, Another
point settled by the papal decree is that
as far as the Catholic church is concern-
ed the 20th century will begin Janmary
1, 1900. Next Thursday there will be a
Christmas tree entertainment for the
benefit of the boys of the R. C. orphan-
age. id

Tl

A Nest of Thieves.—The case of a
Chinaman accused of the theft of a box
of clothing was the only item of police
court business yesterday, the case being
conclusive, but the investigation never-
theless proceeding at length as there is
every indicaticn that the existence of a
nest of Oriental thieves will be disclosed.
The Chinaman on trial declares that he
found the missing box in a vacant house,
and took possession of it. He was suffi-
ciently impolitic to sell part of the con-
tents, and then approach the loser with
a proposal to recover his property for a
consideration. The only doubtful thing
about the case is as to whether or not
the erimiinal cmn trial is not the tool of a
robbers’ combine.

e Gy

Doubling the Guards.—Amy step taken
by the Imperial government in naval or
military matters at times such as the
present, natarally cause comment, so that
the. stir caused at Hsquimalt yesterday
when it was announced that the guards
at the drydock and in the naval yard had
been doumbled, can well be understood.
Usually there is but one night wateiman
at the drydock. He has beem given an
assistant while in the dockyard four ad-
ditional posts, which means twelve more
sentries, have been established. It is
also said that a crew is constantly in at-
mounted in the dockyard and command*

‘the entrance to harbor.  Th:
mwg-e-'lf}.ihd's dti—u:nﬁ:al'oct,-wﬁen-tohr:

By-Law Discussed in the City
Council and Passed to
8econd Reading.

The Mayor and Alderman
Hayward Secure an
Amendment.

After two hours’ consideration of the
principle ‘involved, the city eouneil last
evening ordered without division the sec-
ond reading of the Victoria & Sidney Rail-
way Extension By-law, otherwise known as
the Chilliwack scheme. . It ‘was forthwith
sent into committee, with the mayor in
the chair, and two sections of the agree-
ment had been dispesed of prior to the ad-
journment necessitated by the time limit
under the rules being reached. The com-
mittee will resume its labors on Tuesday
evening next at 8 o’clock.

ALD BECEKWITH,

In resuming the /debate upon his motion,
Seconded by Ald. Stewart, for the second
reading of the by-law carrying before the
ratepayers what is known as the Chilliwack
railway project—the Victoria & Sidney Rail
way By-law—Ald. Beckwith contended that
no one could fail to recognize the immense
advantages accruing to Victoria through the
carrying out of the works contemplated.
The scheme had been yigorously discussed
both in the press and on the platform dur-
ing several months past, and in all the con-
sideration of .the subject the only objection
raised had been with respect to the finan-
cing of the proposed road—and this objec-
tion had not received very strong support,
48 indicated by the fact that the petitions
had received the signatures of many pro-
perty owners. To come down to the bene-
fits derivable from the scheme, it would
be apparent to anyone acquainted with the'
geographical and trade conditions of the
province that Victoria's great opportunity
in reaching out for business is by way of
the Fraser valley and thence to the Koote-
nay mining camps. It had indeed been 4
great calamity for Victoria that the oppor-
tunity of securing a Coast road to Koote-
nay had not been taken advantage of three
years ago, aud in this connection the Ald-
erman instanced the operation of the Crow’s
Nest line as an illustration—that roaq hav-
ing been completed, when a road to the
Coast could have been secured, giving a
practical monopoly of the Kootenay trade
to the merchants of Winnipeg and the
East, Victoria being shut off from the pro-
fits of the interior mining camps. Freight
to-day was being laid down in the Koote-
nay cities from the East at lower rates
than could be secured from the Coast. Un-
der the present project, when the road
should have been bullt and the contemplated
connections become a fact, it would be but
a short time before the road would be con-
nected with some other line entering the
Boundary country, giving Victoria a com-
peting line and a second transcontinental
line with the use of ome or other of the
American systems. No fight against the
Canadian Pacific was contemplated in the
project—the intention was merely to se-

-| cure an independent road by which Victoria

might obtain connection, not only with the
Mainland and one of the trascontinental
roads, but with all. No one of the trans-
continental would have a preference; none
would have cause to feel antagonistic. All
would be on an equal footing, and Victoria
would therefore be certain to make most
advantageous terms. Shippers would insist
upon getting their goods forwarded by the
line making the best delivery in unbroken

naturally come to the shippers’ terms, as it
was business all were looking for. * Util-
izing the new road Victorians would be
able to have their Eastern freight roated
by the Grand Trunk, via its Western con-
nection, the Great Northern, And this be-
Ing the case both the Canadian Pacific and
fit to that extent that it would very quickly
ask for and obtain equal facilities by the
road and ferry—each and all would be only
too willing to give in, and as a natural re-
sult the earnings of the road would bene-
fit to that extent that it would bery quickly
become a paying concern. Next Ald. Beck-
with emphasized the great importance of
having an independent comnection, in the
handling of heavy freight—ocean freight
would naturally seek an independent port
where they could make the most advan-
tageous terms for the transcontinental haul.
This applied of course to the Pacific steam-

> |ship lines that would very quickly arise,

operating independertly from the rallways
which were at present masters of the situ-
ation. 'Another and one of the strongest
features of the scheme was that it would
open up an important section of our own
province, a section as yet without ade-
quate railway facilities, and not wrapped
up in any large land grants calculated to
retard or defeat its rational and profitable
development—an agricultural district divid-
ed up in small, well worked holdings, and
in perhaps better shape than any other sec

tion of the province for contributing to
Victoria’s prosperity by interchange of
business. The construction of this road

would add greatly to the agriculiura! area

of -the Chilliwack and Fraser valleys; and
he held that the residents of the section

to be traversed were unanimously eager
for the accomplishment of the undertaking,

and prepared to give it their business and
their support. Transportation facilities in
this district at present were no better (if
not worse indeed) than ten years ago, and
much difficulty was continually experienced
in getting the Fraser valley products to the
market here; while owing to the time and
cost of coming and going with the present
inadequate facilities, the merchants and
producers of the valley were unable to pat-
ronize Victoria merehants as they otherwise
would. As for the cry that the proposed
road could not command this loeal trade ow-
ing to the less cost of steamboat opcration,
the Alderman held that it wovid not he
found to apply in practice. He contended
that unless Victoria seized the present op-
portunity and carried it to a coneclusion,
she would lose the best chance for a pro-
fitable Mainland connection that had yef
been offered—at present the city was coms-
pletely shut off from the business and life
of the world. Touching briefly upon the
advantage of utilizing the unprofitable Vic-
toria & Sidney road, Ald. Beckwith passed
to an explanation of the eomnection of the
present project with.the old De Cosmos
scheme, the two being practically paral-
lel, and. the valuable- survey and other in-
formation secured by the pioneers of the
project under the late Mr, De Cosmos at a
cost of $20,000 being available to the pro-
jectors of the road now, without extra and
unnecessary cost. In connection witk the
extension of the road into the city, he was
able to assure the council thut the commit-
tee that had investigated this phase of the
subject had done their work thoroughly
and well; while he assured the council also
that there could be no questiou: but that the
schieme could be carried out in its entirety
for the amounts named, competent railway
builders having been consulted'and express’|
ing- their” willingness to take the work a*’
the prices fixed. The committee had in-
deed, beem: careful to overestimate rather
than undérestimate.in all’ cases of liabilty,

cars, and each of the railway lines would -

’ <

governments bein secured; and moved \

DEBATING THE PRINCIPLE.

On the question: of principle, Ald. Cany
eron declared himself as certainfy in favos
of the proposed line. There were, however,
& number of detalls as to flnancing; ete.,
with which he could not agree; and these
he hoped and expected to see amended in
committee. It appeared to him that man: ¥
of the items of the by-law eould be in a
more . satisfactory form, and the Inserests
of the citizens more effectually safeguard-
ed—for example he would have preferred
10 see a responsible company formed to
take charge of the work, and with a certain
amount of capital in hand for preiiminary
and other expenses, before the proposition
reached the hands of the citizens,

Mayor Redfern, in presenting the motion,
referred to the faet of its being far from
& new scheme—in fact a reviv:l of the
eelebrated DeCosmos project of ten years
2go, in which he had been interested with
a number of other Vietoriams, His Worship
traced the history of this attempt fo se-
cure railway connection for the city, and
polnted out that while it was then estimat-
ed that the road would cost a million and
a half, and did not extend for quite so
great a distance as now in view, the V. &
S. railway practically annulled the differ-

ence being drought to wear, the promoters
of that road had been unable to form a
working company, although they had se.
cured a guarantee of their bonds to the ex-
tent of $500,000, and the gentlemen inter-
ested ultimately lost their money. The
estimates then made were of course still
avallable, and equally applicable as when
originally prepared, As for the project
itself, he saw no reason to amend the
views he had'always held in its favor. He
thought that in the absence of a railway
via the Yellowhead pass, Seymour nar-
rows and the Island, to Esquimalt, this
was the best possible connection for Vie-
toria. He would there give his vote for
the second reading, while although there
were certain conditions in the by-law as
drafted which he regarded as obviously un-
desirable, insufficient to safeguarad the city’s
interests, .and requiring to be amended in
committee. While there was certainly
something in the argument, he had been
charged with favoring this present project,
and therefore opposing the Port Angeles
ferry scheme, in consequence of having a
financial interest in the project, or of own-
ing land in the section which the road was
proposed to traverse, In order to set him-
self right on these counts, he would sdy
that he had not one dollar of interest in the
scheme—the money that he had had in the
old Point Roberts connection scheme being
money gone; while as for property—he did
not own ‘a foot of real estate outside of
Vdctoria, with the exception of some little
on the Queen Charlotte islands. He hoped
to see the second reading carried and the
by-law so amended in committee as to make
it acceptable to the people of Vietoria, as
covering a good and profitable investment—
by which might be understood, not a divi-
dend paying investment, but an investment
that in increased business and population
would be of material advantage to the city
The project being carried out with pro-
per safeguarding of the city’s interests, he
believed Victoria would benefit to a far
greater extent than the amount of stock
that the city was asked to subscribe for.

Ald. Hayward promised his support to
the motion for the second reading, being
distinetly in favor of aid for such roads
as would give Victoria connectlon.thh
the Mainland—always provided the inter-
estsyof Victoria were properly protected
in the transaction. The proposed finan-
cing of the road he held to be open teo
eriticism1. For example, the city was
asked to take stock to the amount of

500,000—~hut having invested this

500,000 would it not be the duty of the
city to protect her interests in the event
of the road failing to become self-sup-
porting? Did not the obligation of such
an interest entail far more than the mere
amount of the stock subsecription? He
regretted that neither the mover nor the
seconder had sgeen fit to answer the
numerous criticisms that had been made
against the scheme; and inasmuch as
when the by-law once passed the council
and went to the people, it would be with |-
the endorsation virtually of the board of
aldermen, he hoped that these criticisms
would yet be fully and plainly met. The
mover and seconder had as yet not even
said how it was proposed that the road
should be financed; they bhad not said
what could be done and would be done
in this matter; then, again, there were
no authoritative estimates presented of
either the cost of the.road or the prob-
able amount of business it would earn;
the railway connections so glowingly de-
scribed were equally problematical, in so
far as direct and positive information
was concerngd. With regard to cost,
the Mayor had said that the old DeCos-
mos schéme could (by the estimate) have
been carried out for a million and a half
—this was certainly a very indefinite way
in which to present the matter to Vie-
torians in asking them to invest $500,000,
or one-third of the cost of a new road on
somewhat parallel plans. He regretted |-
that the fullest and most explicit infor-
mation had not been laid before the rate-
payers for them to base their judgment
upon. Without such ‘information the
council could not well pronounce upon
the merits of the project as a judicious
investment; nor could the citizens when
their turn arrived.

Ald. MacGregor, while favoring rail-
way connections, was also disappointed
that Ald. Beckwith had not taken oppor-
tunity to refute the eriticisms which his
project had execited, particularly in the
matter of financing. He agreed very
much with Ald. Hayward in his view of
the matter, while strongly disapproving
of the method suggested for financing
the scheme. If the road was a good in-
vestment, and a reliable company came
forward with an application for subsidy,
well and good. He would agree to giv-

proposition for the city to assume the
position of a stockholder, with all the at-
tendant liability. The moment the city
took the stock as proposed, it beeame re-
sponsible for’ much more than the

protéet the original investment—and if'he
interpreted the situation at all correetly,
this' road was bound to be a losing one,
for some time at least. With regard to
the financing, $150,000 was announced'as’
required to build the approaches at Sid-
ney, purchase Mr. Paterson’s equity in
the railway, -and carry the line into the
city—he certainly regarded this as a
large sum for such a purpose, and would
very much like to know what real inter-
est or equity Mr. Paterson possessed—or
what he was supposed to.get out of the
deal.. He denied the great benefits of
connection with the Fraser valley from
a reciprocal standpoint—the freighting
being. done 'cheaper by steamboat, mno
vdo;}bt, than it could be by an immense
Tallway proposition such as this, and
qexixed that the C. P. R, with its own
road ‘from wceiin  to  ocean, wou'd be
Jikely" to eontribute to the upbuilding of
a short line. " Nor would the N. P. R. in

srter’s '

$.1

nature of the changes were made Kyown
bt mmost of themr were imaginary:. .'J

1§ had’ often” beerr urged’ i regard’ to this
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‘any dikelihood divert freight trafic from

usual grants from Dominion and Prow mclalf

the secomd readin umev?m‘j “be ovden 0

ing it; but he "distinctly opposed the|%

Victoria would not be
Company—what reasons
such a step, the citizems being

pany and making the prefit, not

or’s depreciation of the Frager valley

trade; while as for e they
would all be regulated by the mmeng,
whose orders controlled the raitway
panies, He wasg ot the

ence in cost. Owing to the powerful infiu- | ént cry of sel-interest—

one or the other one ‘w‘(t;tﬂé éetmit ‘of

age of the by-law would be ‘the first
In the proper organization of the work-

I3, Maol
- MacGregor urged that he ha
perfect right to ask what Mr. Pcte,rsond .

V. & S, and was inclined to \
question throught the chair. b th‘gt
The Mayor observed that this was a

decided by the future directorate of the
company, in which the city would of
course be adequately represented.

Ald. MacGregor pressed the question
glna% i.létJd.mStewm’t finally declared his

ity answer it at th
stage of proceedings. gl biri

Ald. Kinsman promised his vote for
the second reading, upon his established
principle of giving the ratepayers a
chanqe to decide for themselves on any
question that they might feel special con-
cern in. He toock occasion, however, to
criticize the scheme in several of its de-
tails, notably the basis of acquisition of
the V. & S. railway property.

Ald. Humphrey supported the motion
thoroughly. The Rassage of the by-law,
he held, was the necessary and: proper
first step in the organization of the com-
pany and financing the scheme. He de-
nied that any specific guarantee could be
made of the accuracy of estimates, but
mamtained that Mr. Bell’s were reliable
and a sufficient foundation upon which to
proceed. The same would' apply to the
products of the Fraser valley—all avail-
able information had been presented from
the most qualified anthoritﬁes.

Ald. Beckwith cdlosed the debate, and
the by-law passed its second reading.

IN COMMITTEE.

In committee of the whole, the Mayor
prw’gdmg, it was arranged om the sug-
gestion of 'Ald. Hayward, vigorously
pushed, that no shares should be sale-
able belgw par—this amendment being
pressed in order that * the city, being
bound to take $500,000 worth of stock at
par, might not find itself placed at a
disadvantage 'of purchase.

The Mayor advocated the insertion of

00,000 as the amount of stock sub-
scribed or cash guarantee secured, which
the company should be obliged to have
'bef.ore the city’s obligation should a 1y.
This was only what the com-panypgad
stated theéir intention of securin —$300,-
000 in the way of cash subsidies from
Dominion and Provincigl governments,
$100,000 from interested municipalities;
-and $100,000 by private subscription for
stock. There was a spirited opposition to
the insertion of this amount by Ald.
Stewgrt and Beckwith, but it ultimately
prevailed—the Mayor and Ald. Hayward
standing together in defence of the posi-

on.

Omne or two other less important amends
ments were introduced and the commit-
tee rose at the second section, to sit
again on Tuesday next,
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THE UPPER COURTS.. 7

Number of New Barristers and Solicitors
Introduced to Mr. Justice Martin
Yesterday,

: lesterd.:w was a busier day than usual
In the higher courts but even at that
nothing of very great importance trams-
pired.

The Benchers held a meeting during
the morning to consider the repornt of
the examiners, who conducted the recent
examination. They did mnot report on
the preliminary and intermediate exame~
inations but recommended that the fol-
lowing be called to the bar and admit-
ted as solicitors: Messrs, Edgar Bloom-
field, A. McEvoy and H. C,. Boak, of
\ancouyer; J. D. Kennedy, of New
Westminster; L. C. Smith and G
Meclntosh, of Victoria, and Robt. Hodges
of Rossland, and E, F. Appelbe and W.
H. Cullen of Vancouver, be admitted as
solicitors only. The report was adopted
and the new representatives of the legat
fraterr.uty donning their gowns and wigs
were introduced to Mr. Justice Martin
by Mr. H. D. Helmeken, Q.C., M.P.P

Ly

the usual congratulatory. speeches follow-
ing.

. In Supreme Court ehambers an applica.
tion for the payment out of court of
certain moneys paid in for security in
Adams v. the Bank of Montreal, was
M. Fastics D gme
T. Justice Drake gave jud nt o

the application to fix the gemuneraﬁog
f 1\!1‘. R. Plewman, the liquidator of the
O.K. Gold Mining Comwpany. This was
fixed at $70 a month from the date of his
dppointment wntil the time of the trans-
fer of the property. In connection with
the same matter, the registrar's report

ety d should |,Vé8' varied, the Judge reducing the sal-
amount of the stock; if the road shonld}i, o v oor 1€ Judg g the
prove to be a losing concern, the . city: \‘%.\t%?s%ea l_l:lqmtor’s assistant. from
would naturally have to Bolster it up' to} ™ 2

Fhe hearing of an application of Chas.
Smith for a divorce from his wife stood
over mmtil a date’'to be fixed. The Smiths
resided” im ‘Lake ‘District: until a few
years ago when, it is alleged by the pe-
titioner, his wifeleft him 'to live in
€omox. Phe application is ‘being made
by affidavit. s g

SPAIN’'S NAVAL BUDGHT.

Madrid, Dec. 19—The chamber of
deputies’to-day, by a - vote of 154 against
94, ;zdopted the. naval budget.

P et
A CONSPIRING DEPUTY.
Paris, Dec. 19.~Mareil Hibert

i nem-
ber of the ehiamber of deputies ‘fo;'thm-
.mudlet. who istqpel of the defendants in

e conspiracy trial now in progress be-
fore the senate, sitting as a‘h

tribunal to-day. 5

made his first
e waw placed
arrest and. i i ph i _‘n_pder

O

individuals exeept insofar as they might
imdividually secare stock; from JDoig
knowledge he eould deny Ald, ’

y X 4 e,
necessary information he claimed to
be mow before the ratepayers; the m;? }

Was to receive for his interest in the

matter of detail which would have to be
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