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London has had its old Grand !
"Trunk station for a long time.|
[T.ondon has had its level «ros.s-'

‘ings for a long time, and it looks
as though these thinzs might

|
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icontinue indefinitely if a move-|

fment is not launched locally to |

move on to something better,
The
‘tracks through London has been

question of

{sidestepped, and the matter hus%
ibeen pigeon-holed. Now the city |

,nl London is out to suggest that |

Hhoso bld pigeon holes be cither |

: x
eleared out or forgotten, and the |
"work undertaken on a new basis. |

lievel erossines have

ftheir toll in London as they have |

‘elsewhere.

Hale

B

and
in the last

iand the Trafalgar
'street interseection,
heen 67 acei-

years there have

' dents. in which 2

gate system as it operates
any system of that type could

e, but it belongs to a day that

thas gone, and it has no place in |

the controlling or handling
traffic in a city of this size.
No matter of what the

fie consists, whether it is urgent |
. or bound on pleasure, it is all|
held up when the gates go down. |

1t

is not an uneommon thing to

.see lines of street cars, automo- |

'hiles and delivery wagons wait-

ing on Richmond street for
freight train
another long
and finally a

or a Yyard

long going
then
east,

{rain

one
passenger
engine

along to finish out the work of |
The proper place for al]!
up |
above the rest of the traffie, then |
¢o ahead and attend|

dt_']i\.\'

these trains is on a track
cach can ‘
to its own business without de- |
lay and without danger. J
1t is the one next big step that }
Liondon must take in the path of
The matter of letting |

can hardly |

progress.
it stand so long
])]a('c'tl to the 'charge of ecity]|
wouneils in years past. In 1905
if looked as though negotiation:
hidd been advaneed to the st age |
where work would be proceeded |
with, the tracks elevated. a
station huilt, and subways at the |
Jeading street intersections. But|
the not undertaken, |
the subways were not built, and |
nbv new station probably went|
elsewhere, for there have been |
many ereeted since that date in|
places of far promise and |
¢laim than the ¢ity of London.
London has been told
years that its turn would come|

ol

New |

vork was
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for |
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lin due season.

London has been told to stand |-

‘in Jine and wait until Toronto |
nvas attended to. Whenever 1hi,<f
leity became unduly insistent the |
wld theory of standing in linn!
mnd waiting was warmed m'crﬁ
@nd served with a new sauce. |
So London has lined up aml;
waited, waited until she has be- |
ome tired, weary and (h\"ll\t(‘d’
{nth waiting. ;
And all the time London has |
fontinued to give its trade amd{
§ts dollars to the Grand Trunk. |
hnd now to the ? |
fThis whole district
performer for the National lines.
liondon can get what it wants
nd what it neceds if Londoners
igo together. We want a united |
_dront in this matter: not
many generals or colonels, but a!
fine lot of privates d«‘*tm'minvd)
‘oot to budge until we have the| '
tracks up and the thoroughfares |
own, and a station in which to |
jome and go that will be in|
eeping with the business th\;
Canadian National does here.
Sir Henry Thornton’s visit to
jondon is an opportunc time to
Start anew. Sir Henry is an
ldroxt railwayman, and he can
e at a glance the unsatisfac-
ry condition in London be-
use the tracks of the National |
Railways arc all on the level
ith the public thoroughfares.
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London with the Proposed Ratlwav E mbankm n‘—Subways Replace ﬂu’ ch

ro.

NOW IS THE TIME TO URGE UPON C.N.R. PRESIDENT

JUST CLAIM FOR NEW RAILWAY DEPOT

Mayor Wenige, Members of City Council and the Chamber of ~....

Commerce Have an Opportunity That Must Not Be

Neglected, No

Matter How Imperative Pressure

of Other Business—Londcn Should
Now Go Out For Action.

WHAT HAS BEEN

DONE; WHY PLANS FAILED

Today's visit to London of

Henry

Canadian

Thornton, president of t

pl
Mayc

National Railways,

within the
nd

an opportunity

grasp
of
to revi

members

1ty’'s moral claims upon the (Jrlh\l

the

and

Trunk Railway fo: climination

of grade cros the erection |

of a new depot.

Seventecn years the Grand

Trunk, ’»\’hl‘f the thump”’ of |

nezotiated an un-

, the

the munn ipa

dertaking to effcet improvements

zed by

rost the lives

need for which is the
fact that the delay

of 20 mecen,

emph
has ¢
women and chi'dren, the
W0
in

injury and maiming ¢f more than
high

others, and woroperty loss

the thousands of dollars.

The ¢ at the time relinquished
hold upon the company, unwilling
use its manifest advantage a
situation in which it could have held
the rail

in

way to intolerable operating

and with a million doll:

investment idle, but the ecity

»company
{accepted the Grand Trunk's
to go tl tho clev
scheme.

Elevated 30 Feet.

rs will recall that a:

1906, when ¢t

T.ondone
timoe he
was occupied by J. C. Judd,

i Ald. Albert M. Judd,
count¥ judge of Middiesex—the Gi
Trunk, ‘s 4 '
cost of operating over
tween this city and My
vated 30 feet the
old rail level. The work was carried
through, at a cost said to have been
nearly a million dollars, while traffic
was carried on temporary lines laid
beside the hig fill. The embankment
hlou,m up “to the -westerly
limits of the city, while the company
negotiated with the council to
carry the elévation through with
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Sif | viaducts over all strects as far east
the |as William street, the purpose being

to reach the old grade east of Ade-
aide street,

The Grand Trunk and the city,
| after weeks of negotiation, agreed to
1rmnedintcly launch this undertaking,
and within three years London was
to have a new depot, either over
Clarence street, with pedestrian and
vehicular traffic carried through un-
der a viaduct or on the site of the
present freight sheds on the south
side of York street between Welling-
ton and Waterloo streets.

Purchased Property. :

So certain did it appear that the
work would be carried on from the
westward into the city, that the
Grand Trunk purchased all property
through from Richmond street on the
north side of Bathurst street to a
point east of Adelaide street, where
its own lines curve southward and
cloge the thoroughfare, Factory
buildings were torn down, houses
vere razed or removed, and, accord-
ing to the statement made by General
Manager Brownlee before the city
councN at that time,.the company

| had spent a quarter of a million dol-

| iars

angd | Tondon
pledsge

ation | L.

on tljese preliminaries. The
and Port Stanley freight
house at Colborne street and the old
and P. 8. roundhouse at Burwell
strect alone remained out of the

{ company's ownecership, and that pojnt

that |
| city’s
|and

was covered in the agreement by the
abandonment of the property
the company’s undertaking to
repiace the buildings with others of

{ equal usefulness and valuc on a sau~-

factory location,
Contested Points.

There were stubbodrnly-contested
points about the n:ln'oﬁ'ing of a
couple of streets, and particularly
abouil a determination to close Wil-
ilam street to vehicles, but these
points were threshed out to a basis
! cfore the stumbling block of respon-
sil ility for abuttal damages was
reached, -

The mayor and mcembers of the
council, on the city's behalf, and the
oMcials on behalf of the company,

jin the contract,

whether

sheuld contain

ot
anda |

¢ owiier
should feel
been harmed

embankment;
the 1

company Wt
ready to meet tag but it
refused to have any such stipulation
The point cams
the negotiators, and
gradually the opinion gained ground
that the company was seeking an
casy way to break off all negg¥iations
if it could gain its own ends, but the
company’s representatives protestiod
that they had no such objeccetive,

ation,

back before

The ecompany's attitude became
more stubborn and no headway could
be made toward an adjustment. In
the meantime the costly works west
of the city were idle and trains were
being handled under the most Qiffi-
cult conditions five miles
temporary track.

If the company
city’s consent to carry
into the city and to taper off
elevation to the old track lével, little
more was needed to serve the com-
pany’s own purposes %

The question was brua(-hed to the

)

along of

could secure the

the

city council in 1907 with a pledge that |

the work was but to be of a tempor-
ary arrangement while negotiations
on the main project were continged to
a satisfactory adjustment. The city
took the company's word for it; the
plan, in any event, gave the protec-
tion of \nduc‘h at Wharncliffe road
and Wortley road; and the company
was allowed to taper off its tracks to
a point “west of Ridout street.”

With this agreement in thuir'g‘msp.
the officials who had carried on tho
negotiations found it necessary to
return to Montreal. Further efforts to
resume the parley brought evasive
answers, and at lenzth excuse. First
the story was that officials had been
changed and that the new regime did
not know much about what had been
done or promised. Then London was
told that important works involviné a
large expenditure and commanding
the whole time of the officials had
been undertaken in Toronto. “When
Toronto is finished up, London’s turn
comes again,” was the story.

Next the war iurnish.ed a splendid
excuse. The conflict ended, but left
another qx?ite as useful: The company
was in straightened financial circuni-
stances and its ownership was in

its work on |

\ND ELIMINATION OF DREAD LEVEL CROSSINGS

iy 1 doubt

There was no denial that Lon-

don’s importance as a
]

ind traffic conter entitles it to

wccommodation than a depot built in

| 1856 to scrve a pioneer

10.000 inhabitants, or that the publie

should

110t

toleriate
level

rights

perpetuation of
deadly

sondon's

crossing slaus

have always been

but—

Got What it Needed.
conviction has been
negotiations
sumed

| conceded,

The
the have noct
the  company
what it needed when the city
+1

the

en
bhecause o
o
whip hand and £ave the permit
ome to a West
As a matter
taperi of the
unatiy
from

the

POt Ridout
of fact,
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‘active

of

g off >
1 it to

| point left an operatine

condition rallway  view-
boint, but
lieved for
yYear to ye:
of hiy

the
situation ha
the Grand

Trunk
the

W

’ Up another f¢
without consent
1 edge. Ridout

fect
ct a short
ithe tracks, T
arried further
cally to Talbot street,
of 21 feet from the elevat!

Tevel to the old track level at Wharn-
cliffe road has
But is still that grade
for all trains leaving the Cily
just

ot gros-

<‘m: is vVen above

evel of the
de

nce o:n
either si of
has been « cast

and
new

pracii-

been
there
bound, uas there is
The west side of Richmond street :
about 20 feet below the lefvel of Ade-
laide street crossing and 26 or

feet below Rectory street crossing,
Eliminate Danger,

as the undertaking was contemplated
in 1906 and 1907 will eMminate prac-
tically all

ization of strect railway scrvice, re-
Jieve vehicular and pedestrian traflic
of the de.ays that burden busiress,
prevent the recurring blockades of
ﬂre‘ apparatus responding to alarms,
and, more important than all, end, as
the viaducts in South London have
ended, thMe toll of human life.

The old excuses madce to London
are no longer effective. Toronto has
had its improvements, while Londoa
stood aside. The war is over. The
ownership of the Grand Truak is
settled. London is out to get action.
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Thus it will be seen that the level- !
ing of the Grand Trunk tracks largely |

|

of London’s dangerous |
grade crossings, abate the demorai- !
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JUDD,

motion

r\LDr_quN
who spor r
one
committee [ five L pen  negotia~
tions with Sir
‘anadian

COrre

" ALDERMAN DRAKE,

who is seconding Alderman Judd's

motion to open negotiations regard-

ing the railway situation.

Sec text of the Judd-Drake

resolution on the front page.
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| London ’s Business Leaders

Readyto Work Side by Side
To Secure What Is Due City

General

Agreement That Level Crossings Must Be Done Aw ay

With and That One of City's Greatest Neceds Is New
and Well Equipped Union Station.

Apparently ns the business

of 1«

y one in

world mdon needs convinecing

tracks need elevat-

18 new station is desirable,

For ms: ¥ Teas
the 1

both economic
st men in Lon-
inimousty
and are
shoulder to gain for
consider belongs

ind humane,

have given

support to the plan ready to

ulder to
what they
asked several
ed at random,

their views e matter, and while
some of them were reluctant to offer
solution problem, they
pressed their
in

~ today

for
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1tingly ex

views
he neceds of the city

“London
with e

this respect.
do
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ot B &, P

must certainly away

vel crossings,”

‘arland, president =

matter

what we want./

rtainly lost a

pportunity in 1906 when Judge J. C. |

s m The
n to elevate the cros
v quarreled with the
L

avor,
ofli-

» company went broke.
they have been 100 poor
© to elevate tracks or build sta-

Must Elevate Tracks.

of tracks, in my mind,
& 1 sojution to the level cross-
ing problem. . I 1:"':31\‘0' steel trestles
used very well.

Yin my m'.ml a u1mu
be ju hing this
of course it < a4 matter
have ait until a
on track ’«\ ition is

‘thur T, Little of

tle Company s

ation

e only

e
for city,

that

detinite policy

adopted.”

the Robinson,

4
to

ele-

difhi-

sivability of
but he saw some
way.

“lI think we can be perfectly safe
in leaving things in the hands of a
man like Thornton. When he comes
to the city he will reaiize what should
be done.”

Mr, Little felt und n that a new
station must come in the near future.
He did not think that the company
could ignore the needs of London in
this respect much longer.

Question of Cost.

l.ned Vining declared that it was
a blunt question of how much it
would cost. He was so strongly in
favo: of elevating the tracks, how-
ever, that he thought the city could
very well bear a portion of the bur-
den. The city would gain some re-
turn in the way of increased assess-
ment, and then there was the all-
m's)m tant considers: ition of life.
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No Counter-Arguments.
Major Gordon Ingram of Smalim
P
&

Ingram declared that there could

be no arguments against elevat
The matter of fin:
one to be

‘“The only thing t
uap strongly to Mr. 1
are to
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The matter of o union s
be taken up after a policy
clevation was adopted.

Philip Pocock did not
would pav to 100 i1
though he strongly £
scheme. There are other
the city needs also, he reminded.

J. B.'Hay of the Hay Stationery
Comparwy  could sce 1o argument
against track clevation. He believed
that the whole city should get behind
the scheme and work until the de-
sired results were gained,

It would be the finest
could possibly happen to
he claimed,

E. V. Buchanan
in favor of the
city should ask Mr.
gin just where the
city left off in 1908,
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D TRUNK IN 1906—IT’S HER TURN NOW




