country, ant

gralting by unscrupulous people. We
fear there is still too much dependence
placed by those in authority on the
recommendation of patronage commit-
tees in certain localities. The truce
between political parties, which is sup-
posed to be operative, might be ex-
pected to prevent this condition of af-
| fairs. It might be thought that under
| the circumstances Liberal! should
have as much opportunity to do profit-
able business with the Government as
i a Conservative. Perhaps it is too much
{ to expect our rulers neot to give one
of their friendas the advantage when it
! can be done. But there should be no
Eiet:ing of contracts without tender.
{ The habit of raking purchases Dpri-
| vately, with no check on
quality but
| should
should
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SOUTH AFRICA SAFE.

HE death of Beyers and the cap-
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| poetry that rhymes:

has shown the South African just what
German imperiallsm is. If Germany
conquered, the democracy of the Union
of South Africa would vanigh. The
country would be run from Berlin, with
the ~same arrogance that has been
saddled on Belgium.

In 21l Africa” at but one point have
the Germansv ‘met with any Buecess.
That is in British Bast Africa, whieh
has been invadéd’ by a Btrong force of
Germans; but a§ British East Africa is
largely a jungle; its occupation by the
enemy even for many months would
not greatly harass the Britiah. Angd the
| outcome can only be ag it has been else-
where outside Europe, Great Britain,
with the seas open to her transports
| @nd warships, can in time assemble a
| force strong éhough‘ to recapture lost

{ eround, whilst Germany is unable to
add to her strength,

EDITORIAL NOTES.

oo ~ !
1he Germans were evidently trying to|

! S |
pul a scare in Scarborough.
men are human, and subject |

Maybe the real reasou the Kaiser|

| went to Berlin is that he wantg to pack. |

A New York critic says there is too!
much poetry these days, But all is not

Those Canadians can depended
upon to perform as finely in North
Africa as they. did in South Africa.

be

The response by- the guns at Hartle-
pool to the German raiders shows that
England is not to be caught napping,

From the Geérman view of warfare,
the sl}eiling‘of,Sqarl)orough and Hartie-
pool wag not sufficiently gory to fur- |
nish much glory,
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lot with- such 'a company. Besides, tha
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On the Lookout. Find his horse and a German soldier.

ANSWER TO YESTERDAY'S PUZZLE.—Lower left eorner down
man.. Right side. down above gun.

Sticking By the British

HURRAH FOR THE HINDU.
[Kingston Standard.]

'Tke Hindus in British Columbia b
wired the Minister Militia offering |
to raise a regiment to go to the
front. Before this over we may |
all have to modify very materially ou - y
views of the so-callej Hindu problem. | practical pi e S

{ pire: and
NO MOSLEM | r:ership
[London Tele | india has
The attempt to unile ernment.
aticism against ail highest
fzation is doomed, in C | ism,
to a failure as complete as that of counciis of the country.
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[Cleveland Leader.]
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rdeen Man Writes of War

probably it won't be compelled to
unless it gets into the war,

ie

RUSS!A.

[Chicago News.]
shudders to think what moon-
vodka WwWill be when the back-
woods Russians begin its manufacture.

|'|A“_-.

IT'S A WISE CHILD.
{Exchange.]

When a foolish mother pets and fawns
Around a baby ’'til it yawns,

Then picks it up and patters thus: .
‘0O, mommy’s baby, dearie suss— !
Does itsie, pitsie, oddlums sink |
At it would liksie have a dwink?” |
It does me good in every way i
To hear the.pampered youngun say,

As it was much bored: “I think,
Dear mother, I should like a drink.”

TURKEY.
| Washington Herald.]

. unfriendly shot that is not hostile
her of the incomprehensible de-
ents of the war. |

EUROPE. |

[ Pittgburg Dispateh.) |

T seems to be no good reason |

why European princes should not join |

in the pleasure of fighting when every
one elge in Burope is doing so.

‘here

Mutt and Jeff |

Nine QOut of Tén Like 'Em.
the Editor of The Advertiser:

ficed in Monday's issue of The
Advertiser there was a letter from an
cld subscriber, asking vou to stop Mutt
and Jeff. It was possibly from some
old grouch, who couldn’'t enjoy a good
laugh if he had to. There’s no doubt
that nine out of every ten enjoy them.
Hoping vou will eontinue to publish
Yours truly, R. R.

To

From a Burlington Reader.
To the Rditor of The Advertiser:

I see in your paper some crank has
objections to Mutt and Jeff pictures in
the paper. As far as I am concerned,
I would =ay, keep on printing them.
Mavhe =ome variation between Polly
and her Pals and Mutt and Jeff would \
be all right.  Yeurs respectfully,

A. CONSTANT READER.

Burlington, . Ont., Dec. 15.

First Thing. Me Looks For.

To the Editor of The Advertiser:
I noticed in. your paper.that a sub-
seriber was wanting vou to stop the
pictures of Mutt and Jeff. 1 am in

are the first thing I look for.
C.. M. AITCHISON,
R. . No. 2, Lucknow, Ont.
Thinks Plctures 0. K.
To the Editor of The Advertiser:
Seeing a note in yesterday's paper re-
garding “Mutt and Jeff,” I would say let
the man from Brigden ‘“go away back
and sit down.” 1 think the pictures are
all 0. K., and I, as well as my Httle boy,
enjoy the pictures and think it's a great
head that gets.them out. N. H. B.
Blenheim, Ont., Dec, 16.

| Bissett,

man apd journalist, on the war))

| an expeditionary force twice aslargs as
| they bargained for, and how they fought

| time.
{ finish,
! their duty. By this [ don’'t mean to infer
 that the French are not fighting well,

Abe

Thriough the kindness of

this iy
able to publis
ter fI‘L;IYl an Aberdeen, S

Mr. W.
Advertiser is |

4o

M. |round at the gates of Paris and send the
enemy off on the run in such a demoral-
| ized state. Of course, to
i theoretical warfare, counted
land, gentle- 1 out, s0 to sprak. *®u« is a good thing
| for this cou v that sporting spirit
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and was | hean. It gives you the feeling that if
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the naval manoeuvres to be carried | Kaiser's dash on Yp vou will
through on a war footing. This was | see by the report of Sir J 1 French, in
shortly before iMe declaration of war, the Free Press 1 have sent,
and 1 may say that the biggest fleet in | hell our troops come through
the world was standing at the door of | This glerious feat, I think
Germany, fully prepared, when we threw | the back of the German
down the gauntlet. Of course, this took | [ am prepared to hear o
the wind out of their sails altogether, | making Dbetter progress in tl
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for in talks with some of the wounded
they all speak highly of their conduct in
the fleld. They take the situation more
serious than our boys, who before they |c
g0 to the fighting line do everything |1
bgt talk of what iz before them, and |
when they come back to the base, no
r?atter how severe their regiment is hit.
they are out for sport every time. There
is a good story told of this: A football
match was in full swing just qutside the
range of firing, and a German Taube.
being out reconnoitring, had seen them
rushing about, went back and reported
that the British forces were in.a panic,
and rushing helter skeiter all over the
place. To revert back to the great re-
treat, 1 am quite certain that no army
could have done as ours did to fight and
refredt for so long, and then wheel

on

“of
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showing
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'our boys, but don’t you belleve it. Let
the Geymmy bmw'don tmcnd try and keep
their trade routes clear, and, makg no
mistake about it, not a few wod.d 20
under; The proof of this is th- &5
Cf one bf their destroyers by the E-3J, a
very-difficult feat CONSIUEIINE Loc -
ness of the target and the .speed of t-.;;ae
| vessels. It is not at all certain. that
| their fleet will come out in full strength
|now, seeing that they Know that their
| number is up, and it may be kgpt as ﬁa
tool to bargain with for fav.orab.e peace
terms. It |s likely there wil lbe a sur-
prise raid, such as the one made on
Yarmouth! when they landed some shells
on the beach there. There is ulm.e'a
| ery about a recruiting failure, but_ \\l}‘dt
[can you expect? _When the big rush was
'on the authorities were unable t0 cope
{with it, and so took the course f){ rais
|inig the standard of peights, which cre-
| ated - the impression that they had gm‘l
| plenty " of men. 'Théen the censoring of
llhc doings of individual _regnuents. WGt
the front kills the enthusiasni, suci as
we had during the Boer war. But I
think this is about to be remedied, and
{ once that is done, they will soon get all
| the men- required.-
| Now, as to the duration of the war,
i my opinion Is that it wiil be over by the
| second or third month of the I\\}w Year,
|but we will have fighting i-xsewherr;-
{throughout the world, such as Egypt and |
the other places that have been led
{astray by the *‘Kultur” artists. I am
{quite pr red to hear of Austria lea
|ing Germany in the lurch in the

as there are many 1
nt nationalities which comprise
-Hungary, who have no great ".0\'0

| for the Germians, and if the Rus

{yot in some heavy hits in this qua

| the people there will begin to ask v
1is the use of further sacrifice, W
{there is, no doubt, they, by back
lout, ~could’ get Dbetter peace ler
| than they will by waiting until Germany
iis brought to her knees? I believe once

| the inv

ance of rations, jam, lime juice, rum,
biscuits and petrol for-the front..
_ “Cocky” Gall is still fighting. You will
remember Stephen,- who played in the
Royal Albert. He wag a sergeant in the
Scottish Riftes. He was killed in the
Ypres fight. -Andy- went and_. volun-
teered, but failed to ~pass. Charlie is
mine-sweeping, and has had some live-
Iy times with German submarines in the
Firth of Forth. They have orders to
rama .them. One night they were after
one, but it was one of those with the
electric sweeps, which registers inside
when they touch ‘an object, 'so while
they were following up she blew up a
mine, and the shock the ship received
by the ycussion sgave them the scare
of their lives..
1 have told Russell and Mason ¥ had
word from you. and they send you their
best wishes. Bob lost one of his kiddies
with diphtheria a few .weeks ago. I had
vour mother over abouit the month of
June, ¢ > was looking very well
now-draw to a close, and
Hope-10 hear from you soon again. If you
think my letter would be of any interest
to the people vour side, you could
offer it to some of the papers. And don't
forget to let evervone know that we are
the end. Your chum,

nearing the
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should be

in every
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sion of Germany is really felt, |
| they will take it very bad, as they have
i been brought up to such a high belef
|in their invineibility. We are being told
! by some of the writers that they are
| united in their determination to bring |
| the war to a successful issue for Ger- |
{ many, but they don’t know yet how near |
| the- finish - is. -When they do begin to
{ know, the blow will be a severe one,
land we may rest assured that they

‘At ASHPLANT'S

Men’s Chocolate and -Black Romeo Slippers, $2, $1.75, $1.50
Men's Chocolate Faust Slippers. No elastic. Hand turned, $3

Men’s' Chocolate “Viei: Kid Everett Slippers. Fancy fr(ixit_...
; $1.75

olate Dongola Everett Slippers. Turn soles, $1.50

not a
few who have blinded them to the real
| position. This blinding process is al- |
i right when you come out top,
l'God help the nation that fails under
After giving you t i
sume of the wat, you will be
hear of all the bo I am sorry to tell
!vou that “Dad” Young has been miss- |
ing wce Mons, and I am afraid is
amongst the killed, as there is no word
|of him as a prisoner. M joined the
| Engineers again for serv at the front,
{ but he is in hospital with a bad knee,
!l so 1 go in and see him. There are quite
| a number of Belgians wounded beside
| him. One poor chap in the next bed to
him has gone off his he: 1 suppose |
I nerves have completely gone, after |
{ havir the experience of a house in |
{ Belgium being brought down on the top
of him, We are doi our part, which |
is romantic, thousands of

for

on

i - . & s 6% by
| system. T N R

Men’s Choc
Men's Choeolate and Black Kid Shippers.

nxious

Guaranteed, $1.25
Men’s Im. Alligator Slippers, brown and black, $1.10, Toc

Ladies’ English Velvet Julietss« Brown, grey, black, l;eld..
Dlew)

o Ladies” Felt Juliets, fur-trimmed
Ladies’ English “Kozy™ Slippers.
Ladies’ Black Felt Slippers, flannel-linec
Misses’ and Children’s Red Felt Juliet.
Misses’ and Children’s Imported It
leather soles

Special sale of Ladies

Silk pompoms

75¢
49¢
75¢
and
a0e¢
and
Y8e

not
cases 1

|, nni sale. ...

| AN

LU

ir trimmed,
Felt

L

black.

MEN'S HOCK:Y 1
| BOOTS, $1.89 "

i

Regular §3

|
| value
]

TS0 | g | Ladies' Felt Juliets, 49c

marked |

black
soles.

with

Black, Brown or Red,
: leather

Elk
specially good style
for bedroom ar haudoir wear,
the
are
han

this lot from
maker at a Clear-up Price, anc
able to offer them

reg COST.

secured
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Old King
And ¢
He call
He ca

And he called

' ‘old soul was he;
his pipe

lled for his bowl-

for

his flddlers thre

TODAY, Old King Cole would not want his
fiddlers. He, like most everybody else in the world,
would now prefer the VICTROLA, because the
VICTROLA ha-n't any musical limitations.

Its repertoire includes every musical instrument, from
band or symphony orchestra. It also includes
and Concert stars.

he single piece to a full
the great Opera

music, music of every kind. Everything

Popular music¢, dance music, classical
musical that vou want, the- .-

W ictrola

hsands of records offer an unequalled

seleetion.

4

in its appeal to every musical taste, it is so popular a

Christmas Gift

hnge in price—from $20 to $250. For as litt
gserviceable Victrola with 12 selections.

S

c

think of a better Christimas present?

Beon & Risch, Limited
NDAS ST. . OPEN EVENINGS
LONDON.




