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THE LATEST THRILLER.

THE world has no admiration for 
German "kultur," but it is will­

ing to pay tribute to German courage. 
It is also mindful of the fact that Ger­
man courage is cunning courage--

grafting by unscrupulous people. We 
fear there Is still too much dependence 
placed by those in authority on the 
recommendation of patronage commit­
tees in certain localities. The truce 
between political parties, which is sup­
posed to be operative, might be ex­
pected to prevent this condition of af­
fairs. It might be thought that under 
the circumstances a Liberal should 
have as much opportunity to do profit­
able business with the Government as 
a Conservative. Perhaps it is too much 
to expect our rulers not to give one 
of their friends the advantage when it 

! can be done. But there should be no 
letting of contracts without tender.
The habit of making purchases pri­
vately, with no check on price or 
quality but the civil service employee, 
should be discontinued. Every man 
should be given an equal opportunity 
with his neighbor, r.o matter what his 
politics may be.

It is not a very pleasant story that 
comes from Guelph, to the effect that 
the local patronage committee was 
asked by the Government to send to 
Ottawa the names of those from whom 
certain articles might be purchased, and 
that in response a list was sent from 
which the names of Liberals were 
emitted. It is no reflection on the 
Guelph dealers to say that this sort of 
thing, if it does not directly tend to 
grafting, certainly facilitates the pro- ! Put a scare in Scarborough.

proportions. At no time did be Wet’s 
force number more than ' a thousand 
men, and as this was composed largely 
of adventurer», the loose rag and tag 
alwayo—to be found on- new frontiers, 
there was riUU.e.AlkeUhood of South 
Africans of. substance casting in their 
lot with such a company. Besides, the 
closeness of German Southwest Africa 
has shown the South African Just what 
German imperialism is. If Germany 
conquered, the democracy of the Union 
of Soutli Africa would vanish. The 
country would be run from Berlin, with 
the same arrogance that has been 
saddled on Belgium.

Iri all Africa at but one point have 
the Germans met with any success. 
That is in British East Africa, which 
has been invaded by a strong force of 
Germans; but as British East Africa is 
largely a jungle," its occupation by the 
enemy even for many months would 
not greatly harass the British. And the 
outcome can only be as it has been else­
where outside Europe. Great Britain, 
with the seas open to her transports 
and warships, pan in time assemble à 
force strong chough to recapture lost! 
ground, whilst Germany is unable to j; 
add.to her strength.

DAILY WAR PUZZLE

EDITORIAL NOTES.
iiie Germans were evidently ! trying to!

On the Lookout. Find his horse and a German soldier.
ANSWER TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE.—Lower left corner down behind 

n- Right side, down above gun.

criminal courage, in some cases -and cess. All men are human, and subject
to human Infirmities. When a manthat the tactile cf the German navy 

are those of the wolf pack. A swift 
run upon the herd, ana one set of 
antlers sways, but there arc many 
others still standing, always greater 
and stronger than the grey-fanged ham- 
stringers.

The latest venture from Kiel was 
merely a raid to create terror. The 
actual damage Inflicted had no effect on 
tl- situation; in the broad aspect of the i 
war it was not much more than a bee­
sting to a bulldog. Hut there was a cer­
tain desperate, iast-chance bravery 
about it, that promises more excite­
ment in the North Sen.

Britain is not free from attack. Only 
a solid wall of ships could make her 
so. A hundred miles of ocean is not a 
great space of water, even in the 
North Sea, and the ships cannot be 
everywhere. Running risks, it is pos­
sible that the enemy's, cruisers could 
approach the coast of Britain many 
times, and escape. But tire nest -line, 
they might run into a British fleet. 
That Would take the dash out of the 
exploit." And the possibility of a serious 
invasion Is quite as remote as ever it 
was.

Principally, the German naval sorti- 
was a display to whistle up the 
Kaiser's courage after the affair off tile 
Falkland Islands. Invariably, the Ger­
mans have endeavored to strike back, 
each time with some suce ss On this 
occasion, the results were next to 
nothing. British naval tradition is un­
shaken, the damage was slight, there 
are no fewer ships in the fleet, and, if 
anything, the wariness of the naval 
department will be more alive than 
ever.

As a grandstand play, the raid 
made a great piece of news. It was 
littlo more than news. It shatters a 
tradition of impregnatin', which was 
probably due to be shattered, in such 
a war as tliis^ It was a thrilling, but 
not a productive, busine-r.

THE LATF. SENATOR 
JAFFRAY.

SENATOR ROBERT .1 AFFRAY'S 
death, at the ripe age of 82, will 

be generally regretted. He. was a 
figure"in the generation that saw Can­
ada come through vicissitude and child­
hood and grow to the stature of nation- 
h„od. He had a large share in the 
development of his adopted city and 
country, and in whatever calling his 
influence was felt, it was regarded as 
kindly and sound. His geniality came 
from Ills heart, and his common sense 
v. as the product of a broad experience 
and tiie native ability of tiie intelli­
gent. self-educated and self-made Scot.
It is difficult to measure the benefit of 
such men as Senator Jaffray to their 
country, but it is a remarkable thing 
lltat so many of Canada's builders have 
been of the same sterling character and 
devotion. Some of them, have shaped 
the new parts of the land, and for them 
the name of empire builder has had a 
romantic ring. Senator Jaffray was 
iiuite as necessary ami quite as im­
portant an entpire builder as those 
" ho have flung the rails across the 
Iuairies amt lived the primitive life of 
the pioneer. Senator Jaffray was one 
of those magnificent men who was 
deeply human. He was close to his 
business associates and had their sym­
pathies. It was such a generation that 
has built Canadian business, anil opened i 
up to the newer generation a boundless 
opportunity.

who has been a pronounced partisan 
is dealing with a Government which he 
has helped to place In power, there is 
a little too much temptation to slack­
ness in both parties to the transaction. 
It docs not matter whether they are 
Liberals or Conservatives.

We believe the great mass of Cana­
dian contractors will be found honest. 
But it is just as well to avoid any 
cause tor suspicion. It is very sel­
dom that the interests of the country 
will require a contract to be given out 

j by private arrangement between the 
parties. The public calling for ten- 

: ders, and the awarding of the contract 
; to the man who can provide the best 
| and cheapest return for the money, is 

the only safe plan. W’e are not ask­
ing for any favors for Liberals. But 
politics, and the political evils which 
are winked at under ordinary circum­
stances should be carefully avoided at 
the present time and under present 
conditions. It might be that if we 
could get into the" habit of doing things 

j I properly now, the habit might stay 
with us after the war is over. 
—

THE WAR IN POLAND.

FROM Berlin itself comes the news 
that Germany's latest drive into 

Russian Poland has at least partially 
! failed. Tiie Kaiser’s capital admits that,
; “owing to superior numbers," the Ger­

mans in the northern section of Poland 
j have fallen back. This is good news for 

the Ailies. for it means that one of the 
: most desperate efforts of the enemy to 
j stop the Russian host has come to 
I naught. For the last ten days the 
| Germans have been carrying .tiie war 
j into the enemy's country. They have 
j gotten far from their own borders, de­
liberately leaving far behind their 
strategic railways and splendid high­
ways which played such a large part in 
the throwing back of the first Russian 
raids.

It is not difficult to understand this 
move. With Russia closing in on Cra­
cow, the gateway to the heart of Aus­
tria, political necessity has driven the 
Kaiser’s generals to the desperate ven­
ture. It is noteworthy that the German 
advance towards Warsaw was coinci­
dent with a titanic attempt of the Aus­
trians to crush the Serbs. Germany 
knows only t^o well that a great Rus­

sian victory over the Austrians will 
bring Bulgaria and Roumania actively 
Into the ranks of the Allies.

Apparently the venture has failed. The 
Servians are back in Belgrade after a 
sweeping victory that is admitted by 
Vienna, while Russia once again holds 
the whip hand in North Poland. Losing 
in tiie fight with Russia, with her most 
powerful ally on the verge of collapse, 
her armies in Flanders being slowly but 
surely pushed back, her colonies gone, 
and her navy abroad practically wiped 
out. the present hour is a black one for 
Germany.

Maybe the real reason the Kaiser 
went to Berlin is that he wants to pack. ! Sticking By the British

A Nexv York critic says there Is too 
much poetry these days. But all Is not 
poetry that rhymes.

Those Canadians can be depended 
upon to perform as finely in North 
Africa as thçy.did in South Africa.

The response' by-, the eruns at Hartle­
pool to the German raiders shows that 
England is not to be caught napping.

From the German view of warfare, 
the shelling of,Scarborough and Hartle­
pool was not sufficiently gory to fur­
nish much glory.

Those Prussian shells dropping on 
English coast towns speak more elo­
quently to the youth of England than 
the most silver-tongued of recruiting 
orators..

HURRAH FOR THE HINDU.
[Kingston Standard.]

The Hindus in British Columbia have 
wired the Minister of Militia offering 
to raise a regiment there to go to the 
front. Before this war is over we may 
ah have to modify very materially our 
views of the so-caUed Hindu problem.

NO MOSLEM WAR.
[London Telegraph.]

The attempt to unleash Moslem fan­
aticism against ail non-German civi­
lisation is doomed, in our conviction, 
to a failure as complete as that of all 
the other prodigies of diplomatic cun­
ning in which German statesmanship 
“aa - * ' so much reliance. Berlin

everything that is in the heart of the 
East.

EAST INDIA A PARTNER.
(Hamilton Times.]

East India, in its splendid coming 
to the help of the Empire, has shown 
its practical partnership in the Em­
pire: and it is to he taken into part­
nership in another way. So far East | 
India has not been granted self-gov­
ernment. Now that it has shown the 
highest qualities of loyalty and patriot­
ism. it is to be given a sharp in the 
councils of the country.

A people that has made the splendid 
recognition of tlfc? wisdom, fairness, and 
justice of British rule, implied assist- 

Empire, that has been 
deserves ample enjoyment

bas 1 'eallze how vast a change! ance to the 
in t.>c ,<u!ta:;> position in the Mos-i forthcoming 
lem v ru has been wrought by the j of the rights of citizenship ingrained 
capt jr > hr Ottoman Government by j and inherent in the spirit of British in- 
Turks 3, , ;t.-. out of sympathy with j stitutions.

Christmas Chimes
How Air Squadrons Work

Far j Lranee, Dec. 15.—The aero- hit something. \Ye cut off the motor

WHAT THEY WANT FOR CHRIST­
MAS.

The Kaiser—John Bull's scalp.
Xhe Crown Prince—A real victory all 

his very own.
The Czar—A slice of Turkey.
The Sultan—The hide of a Bear. 
Kitchener—A millon more men.
Tommy Atkins—A short cut to Tippe­

rary.
Mars—Good slaying.
Santa Claus—Good sleighing.
Mothèr—Everybody happy.
Father—Anything.
Little Willie—Everything.

CHRISTMAS TRAGEDY.
’Twas the night before Christmas, 

And ail through the house 
Not a creatur- was stirring.
Not even the mouse,
For that silly thing.

Nosing 'round for a scrap.
Had carelessly wandered 

Right into a trap.

The doming of Christmas means the 1 
going of crisp “or^s ”

Christmas giving s^ms to be equally j 
divided between giving where we love 
to and giving where we have to.

plan- -. - w tr v. aty arc now organized ! and descend. The aeroplane in front of 
us has just made the same manoeuvre. _ . UlO uao inaui im; oa uiu maiiwu, > v

' 31 1,1 i:' ea°b squadron have six; an<; jias dropped its bombs, to judge by

our boys, but don't >"ou b.e,Je *1*1 
the Germans come out end try *"d[keep 
their trade routes clear, and, make no 
mistake about it, not a few woo <1 .u 
under. The proof of this isit . _ ■
vf one of their destroyers by the E-9, a 
very-difficult feat considering i.-c ..... -
ness of the target and the^peed cf these
vessels. It is not at all certain tin 
their fleet will come out in. 
now, seeing that they know that the r 
number is up. and it may be kept as a 
tool to bargain with for favorable peace 
terms. It Is likely there wil lbe a sur­
prise raid, such as the one made on 
Yarmouth: when they landed some shells 
on the beach there. There is quite a 
erv about a recruiting- failure, but % hat 
can you expect? .When the big rush was 
on tlie authorities were unable to cope 

! with it, and so took the course of rais 
inig the standard of heights winch cre­
ated the impression that they had got 
plenty "of men. Then the censoring of 
the doings of individual regiments at 
the front kills the enthusiasm, such as 
we had during the Boer war. But 1 
think this is about to be remedied, and 
once that is done, they will soon get an 
the men required.

Now, as to the duration of the war, 
my opinion is "that it will be over by the 
second or" third month of the New T ear. 
but we will have fighting elsewhere 
throughout the world, such as Egypt and 
the other places that have been led 
astray by the "Kultur" artists. I am 
quite prepared to hear o£ Austria leav­
ing Germany in the lurch in the near , 
future, as there are many of the dif- j 
ferent nationalities which comprise Aus- 
lria-Hungarv, who have no great love 
for the Germans, and if the Russians j 
get in some heavy hits in this quarter, j 
the people there w ill begin to ask what 
is the use of further sacrifice, when j 
there is, no doubt, they, by backing 
out, could get better peace terms 

! than they will by waiting until Germany l 
■ is brought to her knees? I believe once j 
the invasion of Germany is really felt. ‘ 
they will take it very bad, as they have 
been brought up to such a high belief 
in their invincibility. We are being told | 
by some of the writers that they are I 
united in their determination to bring j 
the war to a successful Issue for Ger- : 
many, but they don't know yet how near 
the finish is. When they do begin to 
know, the blow will be a severe one. 
and we may rest assured that they 
will be out to make scapegoats of not a 
few who have blinded them to the real 
position. This blinding process is al­
right when you come out on top, but 
God help the nation that fails under the 
system. After giving you this slight re­
sume of the war, you will be anxious to 
hear of all the boys. lam sorry to tell 
you that "Dad" Young lias Veen miss­
ing since Mons. and I am afraid is 
amongst the killed, as there is no word 
of him as a prisoner. Mike joined the 
Engineers again for service at the front, 
but he is in hospital with a bad knee, 
so 1 go in and see him. There arc quite 
a number of Belgians wounded beside 
him. One poor chap in the next bed to 
him has gone off his head. I suppose 
his nerves have completely gone, after 
having the experience of a house in 
Belgium being brought down on tile top 
of him. We are doing our part, which 
is not romantic, making thousands of 
cases for the Government for convey­

ance of rations, jam, lime juice, rum, 
biscuits and petrol for the fropt..
. “Cocky" Gall Is still fighting. You will 
remember Stephen, who played in the 
Royal Albert. He was a sergeant in tne 
Scottish Rifles. He was killed in the 
Ypres "fight. Andy went and . volun­
teered, but failed to pass. Charlie is 
mine-sweeping, and has had" some live­
ly times with German submarines In the 
Firth of Forth. They have orders to 
ram them. One night they were after 
one. but it was one of those witli the 
electric sweeps, which registers inside 
when they touch "an object, ’so while 
they were following up she blew up a 
mine, and the shock the ship received 
by the concussion -gave them the scare 
of their, lives..

1 have told Russell and Mason 1 had 
word from you. and they send you their 
best wishes. Boh .lost one of his kiddies 
with diphtheria a few weeks ago. 1 had 
your mother over about the month of 
June, and she wa£ looking very well.

1 think I will now-draw to a close, and 
hope to hear from you soon again. If you 
think my letter would be of any interest 
to the people on your side, you could 
offer it to some of the papers. And don't 
forget to let everyone know that we are 
nearing the end. Your chum,

ARTHUR WATT. 1

'Made in. 
Canada"

Windsor 
Table Salt 
should be 
in every
(hnadianhome

six to 'i-igbi living machines and com 
man-led ; , - 'icer. Each unit of the |
French - .. 3 reconnoitre within a

1')-; miles dally, If in trim, 
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tig )ns. Soon the whole 
hi -, and while pilots and 
to headquarters to make 
the mechanicians see to 

1- jddenly. just when we 
at tne day s wore -x 

the droning of a motoi 
fixed on the heavy clouds 
oi!. A black spot shows 

-■''ey, grows and takes 
t is not a Prussian, but a 

Frerch t' ' e, that of the pilot X. 
He las spme news for us—very import­
ant new - -.1 man convoy is advanc­
ing

the columns of thick smoke that arise 
here and there. It will be our turn 

i soon.
"Still we descend. And now wc can 

distinguish what is torn in its flank and 
behind it is the black, confused mass of 
a convoy, from which flames and smoke 
are pouring. X’s aim has been true.

"But a little further on, when the 
smoke of the burning blows mo­
mentarily aside, we seen another con­
voy in flight. We switch on our motor, 
overtake it, aim and drop our bombs. 
No time to watch their effect. If we 
have missed we must leave it to those 
who follow to do better. We have still 
work to do.

If she asks you in a careless, off­
hand manner, apropos of nothing in 
particular, if you like the knitted ties 
the men are wearing this winter, your 
powers of deduction will at once tell you 
hat she intends to give you a kitchen 

range or the boiler of a battleship.
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can:;, i
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quftdr-j-i is up and off, X’s little 
ie hading the way. On we 

single file, our eyes fixed on 
de , Then suddenly, before we 

to make out very pre- 
eneatli us, a flame rises 

he ground and a great wave of 
fits our machine. X must have

"In front of us lies a village, from 
; wh<iee hnnses issue little dark suecks in 
I hundreds, as from a disturbed ant-hill. 

We drop more bombs and this time we 
are sure we have not missed. Columns 
of smoke rise up. the movement among 
the dark specks becomes more marked 
and great billows of air causes our ma­
chines to roll like a boat on the high 
sea.

“Now the chief of the squadron sig­
nals to us to return. Regretfully, we 
sweep round and make for home, amid 
a hail of ineffective bullets. Below us 
the convoys are burning still, throwing 
out yellow tongues of flame into the 
gathering darkness. Far away in the 
horizon we can see the friendly flicker 
of the lights that denote our landing 
place. The day's work is over. There 
will be many a German battery tonight 
that will wait in vain for the promised 
and sorely-needed munitions."

BULGARIA.
[Cleveland Leader.]

Nobody knows how Bulgaria stands, 
but probably it won't be compelled to 
lie unless it gets into the war.

RUSSIA.
[Chicago News.]

One shudders to think what moon­
shine vodka x#ill be when the back- 
woods Russians begin its manufacture.

Aberdeen Man Writes of War

M

IT'S A WISE CHILD.
[Exchange.]

When a foolish mother pets and fawns 
Around a baby 'til it yawns,
Then picks it up and patters thus:
"O, mommy's baby, dearie suss—
Does itsie. pitsle, oddlums sink 
At it would liksie have a dwink?"
It does me good in every way 
To hear the.pampered ynungun say.
As if it was much bored: "I think. 
Dear mother, 1 should like a drink."

THE MASTER OF CHAN­
CERY.

R. HARRY S. BLACKBURN, of 
the firm of Blaeburn jmd Weekes

who lias been appointed master in ! ---------------- ----------------------
TU RK EYchancery in this city in succession to . u* iI Washington Herald.]

the .ate Robert K. Cowan, is the only The un(vlnndiy shot that is not hostile 
son of the late Stephen Blackburn, who is another of the incomprehensible de- 
was for many years an able editorial Ivelopments of the war.

GRAFT AND PATRONAGE.
NE vf the minor evils of all great

wars has „een the conscienceless 
conduct of certain army contractors, 
who unload inferior goods on their 
Government to the serious detriment 
of the troops compelled to use them.
The hope that thfc would not be seen j the bench, the firm of "Becher and

writer and a member of the firm of 
.1. and S. Blackburn, publishers of the 
Lo i ".on Free Press, ami during the later 
years of his life, registrar for West 
Middlesex at Glencoe. The new master 
in chancery was born in this city, 
August 3. 1859, educated at Hellmuth 

! College this city, at the Warilsvllle 
High School, and at Professor Me*

; Gregor's School at Montreal. He studied 
! law in the office of Becher, Street and 
Becher, was called to the bar In 1S81, 
and immediately thereafter on the 

; elevation of the late Judge Street to

EUROPE.
[Pittsburg Dispatch.]

There seems to be no good reason 
why European princes should not Join 
in tile pleasure of fighting when every 
one else in Europe is doing so.

-Thrlough the kindness of Mr. W. M. 
Bissetj, of this city, The Advertiser is 

atile t<> publish a most interesting let­
ter from an Aberdeen. Scotland, gentle­
man apd Journalist, on the war.)

I Aberdeen, Scotland, Nov. 30.
Dear; Bill,—Got your letter and was 

pleased tv .see you are still the same old 
patriot. Well, We are living in historical 
times, and I think we ought to feel 
mighty proud that the nation is still 
showing tu the world that we are not 
the decadent race our continental cous­
ins thought we were. I think if we 
have any spare honors to give away we 
should give them to German diplomat­
ists, for they have assisted us more 
than they have their mighty Emperor. I 
think they got the biggest surprise in 
their life when We fetuck to our bond. 
And. of course, Winston Churchill 
played them a neat one when he ordered 
the naval manoeuvres to be carried 
through on a war footing. This was 
shortly before Ore declaration ot war, 
and I may say that the biggest fleet in 
the world was standing at the door of

in the present contest is not likely to 
be realized. From England wo hear 
there has been a good deal of this 
scoundrelly conduct. In Canada, very 
little has as yet come to light. But the 
complaints that have been made as to 
the quality of the shoes that have 
lieen supplied to our soldiers, and the 
consequent Intention of tiie Government 
to thoroughly investigate the matter, is 
proof that the possibility of this crime 
has been recognized. If anyone is found

Blackburn was formed. He practiced 
at Glencoe for three years, and since 
that time as a member of tiie firms of 
Blackburn and Cox. and Blackburn and 
Weekes, in this city.

The appointment is a very popular 
one. Mr. Blackburn is recognised as 
a good lawyer and fair-minded man. 
These qualities are necessary to fill the 
office satisfactorily. We hope Mr. Black, 
burn will for many years occupy the 
office so well lilied by his predecessors.

round at the gates of Paris and send the 
enemy off on the run in such a demoral­
ized state. Uf course, according to all 
theoretical warfare, vwere counted 
out. so to spiak. 'Hui "t is a good thing 
for this country that the sporting spirit 
is bred in the men. You know what I 
mean. It gives you the feeling that if 
you are down today you will be up to­
morrow. The most of the regiments tha 
were in that affair w-ere reduce:! by 
about 60 per cent. The Gordons were 
trapped, and fully a halt-battalion sent 
as prisoners to Germany. There is a 
great outcry against the censor Just 
tow but he was a good friend to this 
country at that time, as we were new 
to this kind of casualty lists, and we 
had to be gradually schooled up to stand 
the shock. Now. I am safe in saying 
that the majority of people are taking 
much bigger affairs, hucli as the heavy 
losses sustained in defending the 
Kaiser's dash on Ypres. Where you will 
see by the report of Sir John French, in 
the Free Press I have sent, what sort of 
hell our troops come through victorious. 

This glorious feat, I think, lias broke

II

wCAnshnds Sljpper Safa

iP At ASHPLAMT’S
iÜSSbh

Men’s Chocolate and Black Romeo Slippers, $2, $1.75, $1.50
Men's Chocolate Faust Slippers. No elastic. Hand turned, $<>
Men’s Chocolate Vici Kid Everett Slippers, hancy front..

............ $1.75
*................................................................. *....................................

Men’s Chocolate Dongola Everett Slippers. Turn soles, $1.50 
Men’s Chocolate and Black Kid Slippers. Guaranteed, $1.25 
Men’s Im. Alligator Slippers, brown and black, $1.10, 75c
Men's Imported Felt Slippers. Felt and leather soles........

........................... ..?.............................50c, 75c, $1.00
Ladies’ English Velvet Juliets*. Brown, grey, black, red.. 

................... ...........;......... ........................................  $1.25
Ladies’ Felt Juliets, fur-trimmed; brown, black, red. .$1.00
Ladies’ English “Kozy” Slippers. All colors............... 75c
Ladies’ Black Felt Slippers, flannel-lined, on sale..........49c
Misses’ and Children’s Red Felt Juliet. Fur trimmed, 75c 
Misses’ and Children’s Imported Felt Slippers, Felt and

leather soles.........................:.................................. 50c
Special sale of Ladies’ Kid Boudoir Slippers. Blue, pink and 

black. Silk pompoms.............................................. 98c

lEN’S H0CE ?.Y Regular $3.50, $3.00 arid $2.50 
values on sale. Made with 
Straps, Insteps, Stays, etc. 
Trimmed with tan leather. All 
sizes. 5 to 11.

Ladles’

.YVÏ

Black, Brown or Red, with black 
fur trimming, Elk leather soles. 
No heels. A specially good style 
for bedroom nr boudoir wear.

We secured this lot from the 
maker at a Clear-lip Price, and are 
able to offer them LESS than 
regular COST.

Hubert As!
.. ..................

wmm •*»

guilty he should receive the heaviest . the late Col. Shanley arid the late R. 
penalty possible, and that should not K. Cowan. The duties of the office 
bp confined to a pecuniary fine. We : have been performed by Judge Macbeth
can only hope, for the credit of Cana­
dians, that the result of the investi­
gation may be to prove the Innocence 
of the parties charged. It would be a 
disgrace to Canada if i; were other­
wise.

One thing that leads to temptation in 
this direction is the patronage system. 
This is an evil in times of peace, though 
" is practised by all political parties 
when in power, and condoned by public 
.■difference. But in time of war it is

since Mr. Cowan's death.

SOUTH AFRICA SAFE.

THE death of Beyers and the cap­
ture of De Wet has taken the heart 

out of the South African revolt. If the 
dashing De Wet could not rally suf­
ficient numbers to his cause, it is quite 
evident that no other leader could hope 
to gather a rebel force of sufficient 
strength to be a serious menace. But 
there never was any real danger of

Mutt and Jeff
Nine Out of Ten Like 'Em.

To the Editor of The. Advertiser:
I noticed in Monday's issue of Toe 

Advertiser there was a letter from an 
old subscriber, asking you to> stop Mutt 
and Jeff, ft was possibly from some 
old grouch, who couldn't enjoy a good 
laugh if he had to. There’s no doubt 
that nine out of every ten enjoy them. 
Hoping you will continue to publish 
them regularly. Y'ours truly, R. It.

From a Burlington Reader.
To the Editor of The Advertiser:

I see in your paper some crank has 
1 objections to Mutt and Jeff pictures in 

the paper. As far as I am concerned, 
I would say, keep on printing them, 

j Maybe some variation between Polly 
and her Pais and Mutt and Jeff would 

: be all right. Yours respectfully,
A CONSTANT READER.

; Burlington, Ont.. Dec. 15.

First Thing He Looks For.
To the Editor of The Advertiser:

1 noticed in your paper that a sub­
scriber was wanting you to stop the 
pictures of Mutt and Jefi". I am in 
favor ci them being continued. They 
are the first thing I look for.

C. M. AITCHISON,
R. R. No. 2, Lucknow, Ont.

more serious evil, when it facilitates i the ineurrectiou spreading to great

Thinks Pictures O. K.
To the Editor of The Advertiser:

Seeing a note in yesterday's paper re­
garding "Mutt and Jeff." I would sa3' let 
the man from Brigden "go away back 
and sit down." I think thé pictures are 
all O. K., and I, as well as my little boy. 
enjoy the pictures and think it’s a great 
head that gets them out. N. H. 15. 

Blenheim, Orit., Dec, 16.

Germany, fully prepared, when we threw the back of the German offensive, and 
down the gauntlet. Of course, this took 
the wind out of their sails altogether, 
for had things gone as the Germans 
wanted, the only declaration we would 
have got would have been the notifica­
tion that some of our ships had been 
torpedoed. Well, after bottling up their 
fleet, tile next event was the landing of 
an expeditionary force twice as large as 
they bargained for, and how they fought 
in that retreat from Mons opened the 
eyes of most people who had no*, been 
taking interest in the army. The ex­
perience gained in the Boer war told 
bere, and the massed attacks by the 
German army suited the rapld-fir= of 
our infantry to a nicety. 1 may tell you 
that previous to the war no soldier wes 
efficient until he could fire fifteen rounds 
per minute and register a minimum 
number of hits, so with the officers 
biavely exposing themselves to give 
them the range, you can realize the 
damage that sort of firing would do to 
an enemy who are sent out like a crowd 
coming out of a football match to walk 
over the top of you. There should have 
been no retreat had the support from 
the French arrived at their appointed 
time. Of this We will know more at the 
finish. Certain it is, someone failed in 
their duty. By this i don't mean to Infer 
that the French are not fighting well, 
for in talks with some of the wmunded 
they all speak highly of their conduct in 
tiie field. They take the situation more 
serious than our boys, who before they 
go to the fighting line do everything 
but talk of what is before them, and 
when they come back to the base, no 
matter how severe their regiment is hit 
tney are out for sport every time. There 
is a good story told of this: A football 
match was in full swing just outside the 
range of firing, and a German Taube 
being out reconnoitring, had seen them 
rushing about, went back and reported 
that the British forces were in a panic, 
and rushing belter skelter all over the 
place. To revert back to the great re- 
tre^a -1 am viite certain that no army 
could HIV; done as ours did to figilt and 
retreat for so long, and then wheel improe6‘01J

[ am prepared to hear of the Allies 
making better progress in the clearing 
of devastated Belgium. The Russian 
success in Poland has helped matters 
greatly, and no doubt the strongest 
forces in Germany will be detailed, to 
keep the Russians from invading Silesia. 
Our fleet has not got much chance bf 
showing their fighting powers, with the 
exception of the Heligoland affair, which 
was brilliantly conceived, nnd in case 
you have not had it properly explained, 
I will try and describe it: After a period 
of scouting by our submarines, who 
brought information of the movements 
of German vessels in the Bight., it was 
arranged that three of them should gei 
close in and show themselves, so as tf 
give the impression that they were dis 
abled. and so draw out the enemy! 
ships. A destroyer flotilla, aided by tti 
Artthusa and Fearless. were then 
ready to work in behind any vesse 
that might be tempted to come out an 
chase tlitijn. Tile light cruiser squadrol 
was to be at hand further west, to led 
assistance if required, while the dread 
noughts were on the alert further weal 
to meet the German battle cruisej 
should they put to sea. The Seven! 
Cruiser Squadron was held In reservl 
Welh without explaining the vaviou 
scouting done on thé 27th of August. J 
the 2Sth the bait was laid, and first on 
destroyer came, out, and about nmetee 
other- followed, then some of the 
cruisers- 3V hat happened is now anciei 
history, and our men, after smashin 
them up. did their- best to rescue som 
of the! drowning enemies, and g< 
mighty l'ttle thanks, being fired upo 
for their pains. Since then, "the losst 
have been mostly on our side, such r 
the sinking of the Hawke, Aboukir an 
Creasy- These things have to be born 
and will continue to a certain extei 
until the final reckoning, as the Germa
submarines get Plenty of opportunity i 
showing their skill owing to our vei 
sels being continually at sea. A fe 
of the pessimists on this side, and, 
suppose i" 1 1<X>, Ikbor under ri

that tney are superior

Old King Cole was a merry old soul 
"And a merry old sdtil was he;

He called for his pipe—
He called for his bowl—

And he called for his tiddlers three.

want his 
the world,

TOD A Y, Old King Cole would not 
fiddlers. He, like most everybody else in 
would now prefer the VICTROLA, because the 
VICTROLA ham t any musical limitations.

Its repertoire includes every musical instrument, from the single piece to a full 
band or symphony orchestra. It also includes the voices of the great Opera 
and Concert stars.
Popular music, dance music, classical music, music of every kind. Everything 
musical that you want, the— ;. -

Victrola
isands of records offer an unequalled selection.

01 in its appeal to every musical taste, it is so popular as

Christmas Gift
mge in price—from $20 to $250. For as little as $25.40 
1, serviceable Victrola with 12 selections. $5.00 Cash.

think o t a better Christmas present ;

son & Biset), lümttcî)
JNDAS ST. OPEN EVENINGS

LONDON.
A


