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LOST. A PEARLE
-------BY

Mrs. Georgie Shelden

“No.” she said, wi h an assumption longer regarding the truth of my as 
of indifference, “my son did not men- sertions. As to my wife accompany- i 

•lion the fact, lie vvideiuly did not con- ing me, that is a matter we will settle i 
sider-ii of sufficient moment t.o do so.” between ourselves,”

Adison Cheethaim’s eyes blazed at Lady Fennelsea bowed • stiffly, and 
In r reply, and at ;.he resemblance of with a very red face. This man, with 
the ignominous defeat lie had sut- his cool impudence and assumption 
fered at the hands of tbs proud wo- of equality, upset her dignity as noth- 
man’s son. His lips curled into their ing had been able to do for many 
customary sinister smile when mov- years. z
ed to anger, as he replied : j VVith an expression of vindictive-

“He did, however, consider the ness in her eyes, and of stern decis- 
matter of sufficient-moment to defend ion on her countenance, she rang the
the beautiful governess right val
iantly. when she appealed to him for 
heip against my authority over her."

If looks could have annihiliated her 
visitor, there would not have been 
much left of him by the time he was 
through speaking; but it was vulgar 
to give vent to passion in words, and 
her ladyship replied only by asking 
a searching question.

“It tliis girl is your wife, as you 
claim, how is it that she i> hiding 
from you and dependent upon her 
own exertions for maintenance?”

“Madam, she is not dependent. I 
am a gentleman, and 1 can give her 
every luxury.”

“Why, then, is she hiding from you? 
she repeated sternly.

“She imagines that she has sustain- ! 
ed some wrong at my hands: hut she IP

hell, and desired the servant to re
quest Miss Melfert to come immed
iately to the parlor.

A sudden thought seemed to strike 
Adison.Cheetham as she delivered the 
message, and, with an air of humility 
and regret, he said:

"Mv lady, if 1 have said anything 
which may have seemed harsh, I pray 
you will overlook it, for truly my 
troubles have embittered me sadly; 
and may I presume to ask your as
sistance in regaining my wife?”

Lady Fennelsea regarded him for a 
moment in surprise: then.considerab
ly mollified, she replied:

“If this girl is your wife, it will he 
no more than my duty to advise her 
to return to you.”

.is my wife. her place is in my home 
and I .cannot ami will not longer be 
subjected to the mortification which 
I have for over a year endured on 
her account.”

“What is the nature of the wrong 
which she imagines has been done 
her ? ”

“Pardon me, your ladyship, but I do 
not think it necessary to enter into 
particulars which can concern no one 
but ourselves.” he replied, Coolly, and 
the proud dame realized that she had 
found her match for sang froid and 

. impudence.
“You will perceive,' he continued, 

“that having fofind my wife, I cannot 
out of respect for myself, allow her 
to remain a governess longer in your 
family, nor, indeed, in any other."

Lady Fennelsea bowed, and smiled 
scornfully, as much as to say that 
she could have done no desire to re- i 

Melfcrt's services under i

CAPTER THIRTY-ONE
Timely Help

Pearle appeared greatly surprised 
upon receiving Lady Fennelsea’s 
message, and an instinctive fear op
pressed her that something was
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AN OPERATION
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dread the thought of an operation. So 
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states.”
i Again Pearle shuddered. The name 
j particularly as her ladyship had hes- 
! itavingly anil gingerly pronounced it, 
i had the most obnoxious sound to her. 
j She never could—she never would an 
swer to it. No moral obligation hound 

••her to the man, and she then and ■ 
there resolved to throw' off the yoke

T had hotherto been known, and live 
out my miserable life alone.”

Pearle stopped to regain her breath 
for she was nearly exhausted with 
her excitement.

“You had no right to do as you 
have done. If you were so foolish as 
to allow yourself tro he deceived, you 
should have been willing to abide 
by the consequences.- You have ruin
ed your character by leaving your 
husband and living separate from him 
when you might have been honored 
as the wife of a respectable man,” 
said ally Lev lelsea. coldly.

Pearle made a gesture of disgust.
“Madam. 1 have at leas; preserved 

my self-respect by the course I have 
pursued, whatever the code of honor 
may be in the circles which you fre
quent. Ever]) principle of truth and 
virtue within me revolts against the 
sentiments you advance.' she said in 
tones scorn.

"Really. Miss Melfert. or whatever 
T should call you, your manner is ex
tremely inso ent for one occupying 
the position you do in my family. 
However, under tin* çircustances. I 
shall overlook i: • but 1 would advise 
you, if you xahm your futre reputa
tion, to yield submission and obed
ience to your husband, who really ap
pears to he very respectably situated 
and who says he can give you a good 
position in the world.”

Had,not Pearle been so utterly 
wretched she would have laughed a- 
loud with amusement at this absurdly 
patronizing speech and the-woman's 
affection of superiority.

Lady Fennelsea’s family and pedi
gree were not more honorable than 
her own; her xvdalth and position 
were equal to. if not indeed, they did 
not exceed her ladyship’s, while her 
education and accomplishments were 
far superior. This condescending 
patronage, this assumed pre-eminence 
not to speak of her Hard-hearted, 
worldly-wise advice, was ridiculous, 
to say the least.

Pcarle’s lips curled disdainfully, as 
she heplied. |

“Lady Fennelsea. it'^s to be regret
ted that your advice should he un
availing; hut I would rather he house
less, homeless, and as destitute as a 
beggar in the streets, than to humil-
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wrong, although her worst surmis- j that was so galling to her. She knew 
es did not approach anything so ter- ! that he would persecute her as long • t_ mvco.{ . t rihle as the ordeal through which ! as he had any legal right to call her ,ate my5e" ‘° tolera,e ",,s ,nan 
she was about to pass. * his wife, and she determined to ap-

She looked unspeakably lovely in j peal to the courts for a decree of
the crisp, delicate blue lawn which 
she wore, with the tiny hands of blue 
velvet tied around her shining chest
nut hair, and the Half opened blush- 
roses which she had fastened on her 
belt and at her throat

i separation. She knew that the Eng- 
: lish laws were very strict regarding 
: such matters, and she had no hope of 
! ever being really free, so that hap- 
( piness could come to her—her con- 
l science would not, in fact, allow her

Her eyes were bright, and her to entertain any such hope as that; 
cheeks flushed with excitement; and hut she could at least seek protection 
when she entered the parlor Adison j from further persecution, and she 
Cheethâm caught his breath on be- j would do it and hear the scandal 
holding the vision of loveliness and j rather than suffer as she was now 
inyardly vowed that he would have j suffering.
her, no matter who or what opposed. ( Lady Fennelsea’s cold glance mar-k 

Pearle did not see him when she ecj t]1€ drooping lids, her pale face 
such very questionable circumstances. | first entered the room, but she saw ; and quivering lips, as she sat think-

She cannot he a connection of ; at once that something had happened : jng Qf this, and what she considered
" 1 t rr ’ " she thought, “or j to disturb her ladyship’s serenity ex- | tjle guilty shrinking of the girl for

lain Mis

those Radcliffe’s,’
she would never had conducted her- , ceedingly. With the color rising 
self in such a manner." j higher in her cheeks, Pearle ap-

Rut this man aroused all the antag- proached her, and asked: 
onism of her nature and she could ’ “Did you send for me, Lady Fennel-
not refrain from saying, with some
thing of malice in her tones:

“It may all be as you say, .hut, ev
en then. I do not see how you can 
compel this person to go with you, 
if she is unwilling to do so.”

“This person !" Adison Cheetham 
showed his teeth at the implied dis
respect: hut he answered, with the ut
most politeness and unconcern.

“If your ladyship will kindly send 
for Mrs. Cheetham, I think you will 
not need to remain in doubt much

sea r
"Yes, l die!/’ she answered, with 

some asperity, for Pearle’s loveliness

having been detected in her decep
tion only hardened her the more.

“You are detaining me : I await
your reply, Miss—Mrs.------’’ and she
stoped, as if she really did not know 
how to address her.

Her sarcastic tones goaded Pearle
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only served to make her more angry j t|le verge of desperation. She ar- 
and pitiless. “1 sent for for you to 
ascertain whether you arc acquainted 
with this gentleman or not." and she 
waved her hand pompeously toward 
the spot where her visitor sat, hun
grily devouring with his eyes the 
beauty of the unconscious girl.

With a low exclamation of surprise, 
not unmixed with fear, Pearle turned 
and confronted him..,

The next install t her face was 
blanched to the whiteness of paper, 
the old hunted look returned other 
eyes, and she sank strengthless up
on a chair.

“Do you know this gentleman.''
Lady Fennelsea asked again, while 
anger and malice glowed in the eyes 
fixed so sternly and .remorselessly 
upon the fair, sweet, but horror- 
stricken face.

Pearle was too overcome to reply, 
and merely bowed her head in token 
of assent.

“1 desire to be answered when 1 ask 
a question," her ladyship said, with 
tightly compressed bps. “Do you 
know this—this man?”

She longed to say “this person, 
but something in those peculiar eyes

osc and confronted the stern-visaged 
woman.

There was no shadow of fear on 
the lovely face, no sign of shrinking 
in her manner, hut, instead, an air of 
resolution and scorn that made her 
ladyship wonder at and almost quail 
before her.

“Madam,” she began, with some
thing of hauteur. “I repeat—this man 
is nothing to me morally; legally. I 
am hound to confess, he has a hold 
upon me.”

“You acknowledge it, then? You 
are his wife—you do bear his name?”

“I am obliged to acknowledge it ; 
hut I was duped, cheated and forced 
into it in the most monstrous man
ner, "Pearle answered, will a shud
der.t

“You were married to him, then?” 
continued her inquisitor.

“Yes, madam."
“In the presence of witnesses?"
“Certainly.”
“You went to the altar voluntarily 

with him, and took upon yourself the 
vows which hind a wife to her hus
band ?”

“No—a thousand times no!” hurst 
j forth Pearle, indignantly, and unable

presence for one single hour.
Adison Cheetham gnashed his teeth 

audibly at this resolute and spirited 
speech.

Lady Fennelsea, hearing it, turned 
to him with an expression of horror.

“I fear you have taken unto your
self a refractory wife,” she said; then 
turning again to Pearle. she resumed 
with increasing severity: "It is use
less for me now to dwell upon the in
excusable deception that you have 
presumed to practice upoiî me and 
my innocent family. Of course, now 
that I have discovered it. I can no 
longer consider you a fit companion 
for my daughters, a suitable gover
ness for my children, consequent!)' I 
could, under no considerations, allow 
you to remain longer in my service. 
I trust, however, that you may be led 
to see your folly and repent of it. 
before the patience of your husband 
is exhausted. 1 shall deem it advis
able,” she concluded, swelling with 
importance and indignation, “to warn 
my friends and acquaintances of the 
deception you have practised upon 
me, that they may also avoid becom
ing the victims of your duplicity.”

Upon concluding this annihilating 
speech.Lady Fennelsea arose majestic 

-ally, as if to leave the room.
Bqt Pearle, feeling desperate at 

the thought of being left alone with 
that man. and without a friend to pro
tect her from his power and fell de
signs, placed herself in her path.

“Your ladyship.” she began, plead
ingly. “you are a mother—you have 
daughters, and you ought to feel for 
one persecuted and wronged as I am 
and have been. 1 appeal to your sym
pathy and to your protection, until I

opposite prevented her,
“Yes, madam,” came weakly from tQ |)car wjth her patiently; she ntuyt 

Pearle’s Pale lips. _ I justify herself. “I told you I was dup-
“Oh, you do, do you.' Wont you 

isc repeat bis name to me? I fear

What
You
Surely
Need

1 do not know how it should he pro
nounced." returned the vindictive wo
man. with a scornful glance at tile 
card she still held in her hand.

, The poor girl glanced appealingly 
i it her employer's face. She saw that 
! she knew it all: but there was no 
merev depicted here, t 

! "Ills name." her ladyship repeated, 
njptorily. . „

T. refuse to utter it. 
swered, proudly, though 
tiered involuntarily.

"That is respectful, surety, was the 
sarcastic retort. "Allow me to ask 
what relationship he hears to you.

"Madam, he is nothing to me, and 
the gray eyes began to glow with a 
dangerous light-a Tight something 
like that which Adison Cheetham had

pen Pearle an- 
she sliud-

d, cheated, and entrapped into this 1 
hated marriage. I was to have mar
ried a good true man upon the very j 
morning that 1 was driven into this 
union; hut he,”—making a slight ges
ture to indicate Adison Cheetham—

! "frightened me with forged document 
i which seemed capable of working the 
( ruin of the man I loved; and to save 
• him, I sacrificed myself. 1 appeared 
j io submit to the only alternative 
| 1 went to tlu altar with him. 1 stood 
j before the vicar at this man’s side, 
and was bound to him irrevocably; 
but I took no vows upon myself. I 
uttered no word to perjure my lips 
or mv soul : I would not even sign my 
name as his wife upon the church 
register. 1 did this in order to pur
chase the proofs, as 1 believed, of 
my promised husband’s dishonor, 
that 1 might save him from the con-11K C 111 <* l . r 1 .......... ... 1 e

seen in them on the morning of their sct|Uel)CCS ; and within an hour from
, • ....... . flip ^ . • , 1 ....... .1 . , , - e rt r r\ o 1/ j, n

is a healthy, active, in
dustrious liver.
Small doses, taken reg
ularly, insure that.

Maybe Yo u Need
a purgative sometimes. 
Then take a.c larger 
dose.
Keep that in mi.id; it 
will pay you rich divi
dends in Health and 
Happiness.

marriage, after their return from the
church. . „

You may as well own to the truth
ir activity they remove the , , „ , c(prnlv “vourrheumatism and other dread- i Lady hennclsea .« • ’

agitation betrays more than you are 
aware of perhaps. This man claims 
to be your husband, and now 1 com
mand you to tell me truly whether 
your name is really Margaret Melfert. 
as you have led to believe, or Mrs. 
Adison Cheet — Cheetham, as he

the time the fatal words were spoken 
that btound me to him. I found that 
he had basely forged those proofs in 
order to carry out his pefarious pu- 
poscs. In my misery, 1 vowed 1 would 
never remain in his presence one sing
le hour, I would never live out the lie 
which 1 had apparently perjured my
self. and 1 tied from him and from 
all whom I loved. I determined to 
hide myself from the world where

Genuine bears Signe ture

Colorless faces often show 
the absence of Iron in the 
blood.
CARTER’S IRON PILLS
will help this condition.

can communicate with my friends, 
and then I will relieve you of my 
presence immediately.”

In her eagerness and despair she 
bent toward the stately matron, her 
flushed face raised beseechingly, her 
lovely gray eyes fixed upon her im
movable features, her hands clasped 
and outstretched imploringly.
Lady Fennelsea drew back haughtily 
the exceeding beauty of her despised 
governess only seemed to harden her 
already hard heart still more. Not 
one of her own (laughters gave prom
ise of one-half the loveliness of this 
charming girl, and the thought ang
ered her, and strengthened her pre
judice and malice.

Unfortunate people had no business 
to be beautiful : that gift should only 
be^bestoxved upon the rich and pros
perous.

“Miss Melfert you are extremely 
presuming to suggest any such thing, 
it is not to be considered for a mo
ment; my daughters must not be con
taminated by pernicious influences. 
Come to me in half an hour and I 
will settle with you, and you will 
please vacate your room immediately.’

This was uttered in the haughtiest 
accents: then, with a withering look 
of contempt into the beautiful, de
spairing face, and a cold how to Adi
son Cheetham. she swept from the

‘But Adison Cheetham, who had 
been watching Pearle intently,sprang 
before her and barred the way. as 
she was about to leave the room.

“I've been made a fool of about 
long enough," lie said, through Ins 
shut teeth. “You cannot leave this 
room until you consent to leave it 
to go home with me as my wife.”

Pearle raised her head and turned 
upon him her scornful, defiant eyes, 
while she moved a step or two out 
of his way.

She had not spoken to him once; 
but now she was prepared to fight 
him upon equal ground, and defy him 
to the last.

But before she could rcjaly to him 
the door was suddenly and somewhat 
violently thrown open, and a kindly 
though excited face looked in upon

It was that of the gentleman whom 
Pearie had encountered during her 
walks, attending the invalid imbecile 
girl.

An exression of surpnse swept over 
his features as he saw the couple with 
in, so defiantly facing each other 
then, addressing, Pearle. he said:

“Pard n. me. lady, hut it is quite 
important that I have a moment’s 
speech with you."

" i he (lax- is engaged, sir," Adison 
Chee;!iam began, insolently, and with 
an angry scowl at the intruder.

But Pearle, her heart hounding 
with thankfulness for this timely in
terrupt ion, glided quickly to the 
yov.ng man’s side, and deliberately 
taking his arm, said:

“Certainly, monsieur.”
Her hand tightened over his arm 

almost convulsively, and he could 
feel that she was trembling in every

He hesitated an instant and seemed 
somewhat surprised at her act.

“Help me," she whispered, appeal
ingly ; and comprehending at once 
that she was in some deep trouble, 
and that this sinister-looking man 
was the cause of it. he led her with
out a word from the room, and closed 
the door rrpon the discomfited ajid 
baffled husband, who cursed in no 
moderate manner at being thus balk
ed at the moment when he thought 

• (Continued on page 7)
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