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Early in the Ncveroberof 1745, the new» 
reached Cambridge that Charles Stuart, at 
the head of bis hardy and devoted Highlan
der», had crossed the Borders, and taken 
possession of Cnrlisle. The mhabit.nts 
wazed upon each otjier with terror, for the 
ewordi of the clansmen had triumphed over 
all opposition ; they were regarded, also, by 
the multitude as savages, and by the more 
ignorant as cannibalfl..7~ But there were 
others who rejqiced in the success of the 
young Adventurer, and who, dangerous as 
it was to confess their joy, took but email 
>aips to conceal it. , Amongst these was 

James Dawson, the son of a gentleman in 
the north of Lancashire, snl then a student 
at St. John’s College. That night he in
vited a party of friends to sup with him, 
who entertained sentiments similar to his 
own. The cloth was withdrawn, and he 
rose and gave, as the toast of the evening— 
“ Prince Charles— wd success to him f — 
Iïie guests, fired with his own enthusiasm, 
rose and received the toast with cheers. 
The bottle went round—ther young men 
drank deep, and other toasts of a similar 
nature followed. The song succeeded the 
toast, and James Dawson sang tho follow
ing, which seemed to be tho composition of 
the day :—
“ Free, o>r the Borders, the tartac is streaming,

The dirk is unsheathed, and the claymore is 
gleaming,

The Prince and hie clansmen in triumph ad
vance,

Nor needs he the long-promi^H succours of
From the Cumberland mountains, and W- 

moreland lake.
Each brave man shall snatch up a sword for

hie sake ;
^ And the ' Lancashire Witch* on her bosom

- -Shall wear
The snow-white cockade, by her lover placed 

there.”
But while be yet sang, and as he completed 
but the first verse, two constables and three 
or four soldiers burst into the room, and de
nounced them as traitors and as their pri
soners.

“ Down with them !’* exclaimed James 
Dawson, springing forward, and snatching 
down a sword which was suspended over 
the mantelpiece. The students vigorously 
resisted the attempt to majio them prison
ers, and several of them, with their enter
tainer, escaped.

He concealed himself for a short time, 
when, his horse being brought, ho took the 
road towards Manchester, in order to join 
the ranks of the Adventurer. It was about 
midday, on the 29th, when he reached the 
town which is now tbe emporium of tho 
manufacturing world. On proceeding down 
Market Street, ho perceived a confused 
crowd, some utteting threats with conster
nation expressed on their countenance ; and, 
in tbe midst of the multitude, was Sergeant 
Dickson, a young woman, and a drummer 
boy, beating up for recruits. The white 
cockade streamed from the hat of tho ser
geant ; the populace vented their indigna
tion against him, but no man dared to seize 
him, for he continued to turn round and 
round, with a blunderbuss in hts hand, 
and threatening to shoot tho first man that 
approached, who was not ready to serve tho 
Prince, and to mount the white cockade. 
The young woman carried a supply of the 
ribbons in, her band, and ever anon waved 
them in triumph, exclaiming—“ Charlie 
yet !” Some dozen recruits already fol
lowed at the heels of the sergeant. James 
Dawson spurred his horse thro* the crowd,

“ Give mo one of your favours,” said he, 
addressing tho sergeant.

“Ay, a dozen, your honour,” replied Dick- 
eon.

He received the ribbon and tied it to his 
breast, and placed another at his horse’s 
head. His conduct had an efiect upon the 
multitude ; numbers flocked around the ser
geant, his favours became exhausted ; and 
when the Prince and the army entered the 
town in the evening, he brought before him 
an hundred and eighty men, which ho had 
tbit day enlisted.

The little band so raised were formed in
to what was called the Manchester regi
ment, of which the gallant Townly was 
made Colonel, and James Dawson one of 
the CAptpins.

Our business at present is not with the 
movements of Charles Edward, nor need 
we describe his daring march towards Der
by, which struck terror throughout all Eng 
land, and for a time seemed to shake the 
throne tod its dynasty ; nor dwell upon the 
particulars of hie masterly retreat towards 
Scotland—suffice it to say, that on the 19th 
of December, the Highland army again en 
tered Carlisle.

On the following morning they evacuated 
it ; but tho Manchester regiment, which 
was now composed of shout three hundred 
men, was left as a garrison to defend the 
town, against the entire ermy of proud 
Cumberland. They were devoted as a 
sacrifice, that the Prince and the main army 
might be saved. The dauntless Townly, 
and the you»* and gallant Dawson, wore 
not Ignorshvof tho deepersteneee end the 
hopelessness of their situation ; but they 
•trove to import their own heroism to the 
garrison, and to defend the -own to the 
last. On tho morning of the 91st, the en-

njr
before Carlisle, and took possession of tbe 
fortifications that commanded it. He com
manded the garrison to surrender, and they 
answered him by discharge of musketry.— 
They had withstood a Beige of ten days, 
during which time Cumberland had erected 
batteries, and procured cannon from White
haven ; before their fire the decaying and 
neglected walls of the city gave way ; to 
hold out another day was impossible, and 
thero was no recourse left for the devoted 
band, but to surrender, or perish. On the 
30tJ}, a white flag was Hoisted on tho ram
parts. On its being perceived, the cannon, 
ceased to play upon the town, and a mes
senger was sent to the Duke of Cumberland, 
to inquire what terms ho woi^ld grant to 
the garrison.

“Tell them,” he replied haughtily, “I 
offer no terms but these—that they shall 
not be put to tho sword, but they shall bo 
reserved for his Majesty,,to deal with them 
as he may think proper.”

There was no..,alternative, and these 
doubtful and evasive terras were accepted. 
Tho garrison were disarmed, and under a 
numerous guard placed in the cathedral.

James Dawson and seventeen others 
were conveyed td London, and cast into 
prison, to wait tbe will of his Majesty.— 
Till now his parents were ignorant of the 
fate of thoir son, thought they heard of his 
being compelled to flee the university, and 
feared that ho had joined the standard of 
the Frince. Too soon their worst fears 
were realized, and the truth revealed to 
them. But there was another who trembled 
for him, whoso heart felt keenly as a pa
rent’s—she who was to have been his wife, 
to whom his hand was pledged, and his 
heart given. Fonny.Leeter was a young 
and gentle being, and she had known James 
Dawson from their childhood. Knowledge 
ripened to cflection, and their hearts were 
twined together. On tho day on which 
she was mado acqnainted with his imprison
ment, she hastened to London to comfort
him_to cheer liis gloomy solitude—at the
foot of the throno to stio for his poidon.

She arrived at the metropolis—slro was 
conducted to the prison-house, and ad
mitted. On entering the gloomy apart
ment in which he was confined, she scream
ed aloud, she raised her hands, and spring
ing forward, foil upon his nock and wept.

“ auj -wn Fanny !” he exclaimed, “ you 
here !—weep not, my sweet one—come be 
comforted—there is hope—every hope—1 
shall not die—ftt/ own Twey ’^com
forted.”

« Yes !—yes there is hope !—the King 
will pardon you,” she exclaimed, “ he will 
spare my James—I wffl imploro your life 
at his feet !”

“Nay, nay, love—say not the King,” 
.nterrupted the young enthusiast for the 
house of Stuart ; “ it will be but imprison
ment till all is over—the Elector cannot 
seek my life.”

Ho strove long and earnestly to persuade, 
to assure her, that his life was not in dan
ger—that ho would be saved—and what she 
wished, she believed. The jailer entered, 
and informed them it was time that sho 
should depart, and again sinking her head 
upon his breast, she wept “good night1”

But each day she revisited him, and they 
spoke of his deliverance together. At 
times, too, sho told him with tears of the 
efforts she had made to obtain his pardon— 
of her attempts to gain admission to the 
King—of the repulses sho met with—of lier 
applications to the nobility connected with 
the cou-t—tbe compassion sho experienced 
from others—the interest that they took, in 
hie fate, and the hopes and the promises 
which they held out. Upon those trapes 
and thoso promises she fondly dwelt. Sho 
looked into his eyes to perceive tho hope 
that they kindled there, and as joy beamed 
from them, sho half forgot that his life hung 
upon tho word of a man.

But his parents came to vjeit him ; hers 
followed her, and they joined their efforts 
to hera, and anxiously, daily, almost hourly, 
they cxerlcd their energies to obtain his 
pardon. His father possessed an influence 
in^electionecring matters in Lancashire, and 
hers could exercise tho same in an adjoin
ing county. That influence was now urged 
—tho members they had supported were 
importuned. They proved U? employ 
their best exertions. Whatever tho teel- 
ings or principles of the elder Dawson might 
be, he had never avowed disaffection open
ly—he had never evinced a leaning to the 
family of Stuart—ho had supported tho 
government of tho day ; and tho father of 
Fanny Lester was an upholder of the house 
of Hanover. The Influence of all their re
latives, and of all thoir friends, was brought 
into action ; peers and commoners wero 
supplicated and they pledged their inter
cession. Men high in office took an in
terest n the fate of James Daw/on, or pro
fessed to take it ; promises, half official, 
were held out—and when his youth,the short 
time that he had been engaged in tho re
bellion, and the situation thatl^/hcld in tho 
army of tho Adventurer wprt$ considered, 
no ono doubted but that fee pardon was 
certain—that lie would notuo brought to

“Fear not, my own Fanny,” he would 
say : “your apprehensions are idle. The 
Elector”---------

And here his father would interfere.— 
“ Speak not so, my son,” said the old man 
earnestly, “speak not against princes in 
your bed-chamber, for a bird of tho air can 
carry tho tidings. * Your life is in the hands 
of a King—of a merciful ono, and it is safe 
—only speak not thus !—do not os you 
love me—as you love our Fanny, do not.”

Then v/ould they chase away her fears, 
and speak of the arrangements for tho bri
dal ; and Fanny would smilo pensively 
while James held lier hand in his, and, as he 
gazed on her finger lie raised it to his lips, 
as though he took the measure of the ring.

But, “ hope deferred mr.keth tho heart 
sick and though they still retained their 
confidence that he would be pardoned, yet 
their anxiety increased, and Fanny’s heart 
seemed unable longer to contain its agony 
and suspense. More than six months had 
passed, but still no pardon came for James 
Dawson. The fury of the civil war was 
spent—the royal Adventurer had escaped 
—the vengeance of the sword was satisfied, 
and the law of the conquerors, and the 
scaffolds of tho law, called for the blood of 
thoso whom the sword had saved. The 
soldier laid down his weapon, and the exe
cutioner took up bis. On the leaders of 
the Manchester regiment tho vengence of 
the blood-thirsty law first fell. It was on 
the evening of the 14th.of July 1746, James 
Dawqjjp sat in his prison, Fanny sat by his 
side with her hand in his, and hie parents 
wero present also, whqn the jailer entered, 
and ordered him to prepare to hold himself 
in readiness for hia trial, in tho court-house 
at St. Margaret’s, Southwark, on tho fol
lowing day. Ills father groaned—his mo
ther exclaimed •* my son !”—but Fanny sat 
motionless. No tear was in her eye—no 
muscle in her countenance moved. Her 
firtgers grasped his with a firmer pressure 
—but sho evinced no other symtom of hav
ing heard the mandate that was delivered. 
They rose to depart, and a low, deep sigh 
issued from her bosom ; but she shewed no 
sign of violent grief—her feelings were 
already exhausted—her heart could boar no 
more.

On the following day eighteen victims, 
with the gallant Townly at their head, 
were brought forth for trial before a grand 
jury. Amongst them, and as one of the 
chief, was James Dawson. Fanny had in
sisted on being present. She .heard the 
iwlgviity pronounced wi<L a. 
apathy than sho bad evinced at the an
nouncement of his trial. Sho folded her 
hands upon her bosom, her lips moved as 
in prayer, but she shod not a single tear, 
she breathed not a single sigh. She arose, 
she beckoned *o her attendants, and accom
panied them from the court-house.

Still his friends entertained tho hope that 
the Pardon Power might be moved—they 
redoubled their exertions—they increased 
their., importunities—they were willing to 
make any sacrifice so that his life might be 
but saved—and even then, at tho eleventh 
hour,they hoped against hope. But day aftqr 
day sho eat by her lover’s side, and she,* /o 
her turn1,-became his comforter. Sho no 
longer epoko of their bridal—but she softke 
of eternity ; she epoko of their merrag 
where the ambition, tho rivalry, anf the 
power of princes should bo nblo to <*5t no 
loud over the happiness of the soul/
Fourteen days hid passed, hrV during 

that she betrayed no sign of tyror; phc 
evinced none of a woman’s weak/fcs. She

papers and his hat among tho multitude;— 
She saw the fatal signal given, and the 
drop fall—she heard the horrid shout, the 
yell that burst from the multidue, but not 
a musclo of her frame moved. Sho gazed 
calmly, as though it had been on a bridal 
ceremony. Sho beheld the executioner 
begin tira barbarities which the law awards 
to treason—the clothes were lorn from the 
victims—one by one they were cut down : 
and the f nishcr of the law, with the horrid 
knife in his hand, proceeded to lay open 
their bosoms, and taking out their hearts, 
flung them on the faggots that blazed 
around the scaffold. The last spectacle of 
barbarity was James Dawson ; and when the 
executioner had plunged tho knife in hie 
breast, he raised his heart in hie hand, and 
holding it a moment before tho horror- 
stricken and disgusted multitude, he caet.it 
into the flames, exclaiming, as he flung it 
from him—“ God save King George !”— 
Fanny beheld this—her eyes became.blind 
—she heard not the shout of the multitude 
—she drew back her head into the coach— 
it dropped upon the shoulder of her compan
ion—“ My dear ! I follow thee !—I follow 
thee !” sho exclaimed, clasping her hands 
together—“sweet Jesus l receive both our 
souls together !” They attempted to raise 
her head, to support her in their arms, but 
she sank back lifeless—her spirit had ac
companied him it loved—sho. died of stifled 
agony and a broken hcart-

!---------■---------a ..u-e
RELIGION AND LOYALTY.

4C3IT J. w. DUN 1$Alt MOODIE.

No terms in tho English language are 
more uncertain, indefinite and circumscribed 
in.tbe signification attached to them, than 
Religion _and Loyalty. They are terms 
which seem to have the peculiar property 
of exciting tho worst passions of mankind— 
when they are distorted by the conflicting 
opinions of narrow-minded and intolerant 
men. It seems strange that two words 
which should convey the idea of something; 
good and desirable, should unhappily pro
duce such effects. Wo are ready enough 
to admit that religious and loyal feelings are 
highly praiseworthy when oirectod towards 
what we consider the proper objects,—that 
is toward» our Religion and our Govern
ment ; but very few can extend their liber
ality so far as to believe that them is any 
intrinsic merit in such feelings, irrespective 
of such limitations. Wjth regart 

Tüb
of men, is
by another. The same may bo said of 
Loyalty. No one will deny that there 
must be one true religion, though perhaps 
no portion of the human race have yet pro
fessed it in its purity ; and there must be 
some one form of government superior to 
all others. In forming our opinions on the 
religion professed by ourselves and on that 
professed by others, wo are placed in the 
perplexing position of being judges in our 
own cause, ami, of course, tho decision will 
be in conformity with our prejudices. Our 
religion, in ninety-nine cases in a hundred 
has been stamped on our tender and passive 
minds by our parents, long before wo were 
capable of forming any opinion of our owm 
1 he family seal was inherited by our parents 
Irom their ancestors, and wo kpow not 
whether it bears tho s; nilitudo of tho Lamb 
or of the Devil. With the wisest and bust, 
tho question is simply reduced to this :— 
Wo believe ourselves to be in tho right path 
and all others wlr------ •-

lw *V «'•«l
considered ns worse than none

world Î If tee hold the true faith, nre-wu 
selfishly to leave them in ignorance ? and if 
they hold the truth, how arc wo to fiijd il 
out. What should wo think of the mis
sionary, whp, distrustful of the reasonable
ness of lus own faith, would be unwilling to 
mix freely with tho people he was sent to 
convert ? Yet such is tho conduct of those 
who obstinately refuse to meet their oppo 
nents on tho common ground of reason.— 
Wc are all missionaries, for as Christians it 
is our duty to do pil in our power to benefit 
others. If we tbir.k that our faith will not 
benefit others, wc ore insinccvo' in, our pro
fession of it. Mon in their narrow-minded
ness seem to fancy that true religion is like 
a heap of gold whicu cannot be bestowed 
on others without-impoverishing its owner. 
Religion, on the contrary, is more like the 
widow’s cruse, which, tho more it ts used, 
Uie more it is replenished. We do not re
flect that in thus selfishly hoarding our trea
sure, like misers we impoverish ourselves. 
In all its various forms, and however distor
ted, there is still one common feeling of re
ligion consists rather in tho love of God, 
and in gratitude for all His mercies, than in 
tho groveling fear of future punishment, 
and in that intolerance towards other sects, 
which so often disgraces the professors o! 
religion. There is an exclusive féoling in 
all sects towards others, which partakes’ 
but two much of the interested jealousy ob
servable in worldly pursuits, where vgain is 
tho main object. We arc too much dis
posed to confine our sympathies and inter
course within the narrow limits of our own 
sects. It is no doubt, no more than natural 
that wo should give thetn tho first place in 
our affections ; but while we lovo our own 
particular friends, we should not Tor get that 
all men are our brothers, whether they are 
Christians or heathens ; and wc should en
deavour to hold that friendly intercourse 
with them which will be most likely to pro
duce that conformity of opinions which is 
so much to be desired. This can only be* 
done by a direct appeal to that reason which 
is the universal guide given to all men by 
the Author of our being. The jealousy, tio 
commonly observed on tho part of teachers 
and parents, of their flocks getting mixed 
with tho flocks of another fold, is a proof qr 
symptom of a latent distrust of tho religion 
they profess, or at least it shows that they 
regard human reason as a dangerous oppo
nent of their faith. There is a stage in the 
history of true religion when such icars are 
reasonable and justifiable ; that is* when 

mass of the people arejixtrcmcly igno-

DUMBER 2.

In tbe pry sent day, and ainongye^^n^ 
gept people, no religious sect requires®*^ 
peculiar support on tho part of the stite^ 
which is not extended to others. If we 
take upon ourselves to say that any particu
lar religion is tho only true one—that all 
uthers arc m error, and, therefore, require 
the state to uphold our religion alone,— 
need wo wonder that all other sects will be 
actuated by a covered hostility to us and to 
our institutions.

Ono of the strongest arguments for mu
tual foibearancc^uid charitable feelings to
wards our opponchts in religion in a coun
try such as Canada, is the difficulties- re
ligious prejudices create in tho civil govern
ment oi tho country. This will readily be 
admitted by all who.have observed tho in
fluence such feelings havè in aggravating 
the evils of political antagonism. In the 
fulness of their self-sufficiency, each sect 
may say—“ Our’s is the true religion, and 
.let others conform to tho faith which is 
taught by the Holy Scriptures.” Yes ! all 
Christians appeal to the Scriptures, but no 
iwo sects exactly agree as to their interpre
tation. The members of one great branch 
of Christians believe tliat their clergy are 
divmoly authorized to interpret scripture, 
and thus a great degree of uniformity of 
faith is insured. All the other sects, again, 
disagree, in all manner of ways. It is not 
for us to venture to say which sect is right; 
but it appears to us, that while the minus of" 
men continue to differ in capacity and sus
ceptibility of cultivation-, it is vain to ex
pect anything .like entire uniformity in 
religious faith, without the soul degrading 
sacrifice of all freedom of thought and Ac
tion. Tho state has a groat duty to per
forin in those matters. It has no right, wo 
contend, to make a selection of any particu
lar Lcct or sects, to the prejudice of others. 
All human governments are intended lor 
the protection of all their subjects alike in 
their lives and property, as welt as in'free
dom of> action in every direction, which 
may rot bo injurious to others. If our lives 
and property uro protected by the state, 
why fhould not our religion, whatever that 
may be, receive the samo protection. Our 
choice of a religion is the result df Our na
tural freedom of thought, it if a specie* 
of property, to many, dearer than life itself.
Is it not, then, the sacred duty of all gov
ernments to protect all their subjects alike, 
in tho fieo enjoyment of their religion* It 
is not caaj^to break through long ertabîish*' 
ed usnges, and all govermmmts have it not

f.xtyxr r .V, - • “ _ , «^r^tates of un-__
rant, amHwe rGcsivcif thsir^jTTu by v.*ef --1 *!'v»... WVg,' Tory?
mmne nf cin.r.n K..e i-.i.—-----  . I trammelled reason. In this respect new

colonies enjoy a glorious privilege which
In

, , ,, v. ,, I . - .,’UO profess a "different faith
seemed to have mastered her grj^, and her to bo in the wrong one. It may seem to 
soul was prepared to meet fico. Yet, j some that we aro trending on dangerous 
save only when she spoke to pu> her sout| ground,'when wo venture *to discuss such
appeared entranced, and hcr-Lcdy lifeless. 
On the 29th of July an order 'Q9 brought 
for tho execution of the victim on the fol
lowing day. J&rncs DartsB bowed his 
head to tho officer who deliver'd tho war
rant, and calmly answered-*1’ 1 a in pro 
pared !”

The cries of his mother »ng through the 
prison-house. She tore K hair—she sank 
upon tho floor—sho entiled Iloaven to 
spare her child. IIis *“’cr groaned, he 
held tho hand of hie eo^n hl8« and the tears 
gushed down his furrvc^ cheeks. Fanny 
alono was silent—eJ B‘one wa® tranquil. 
No throe of agin 6v*elled her bosom, 
flushed in fret cot*608006» or burned , in 
her eye. Sho wj calm, speech loss, ro- 
eigned. He pre” her to his bosom, as 
they took theifvl famwcM.

“ Adieu !—4;’° •—,ny own !” ho cried 
_<tmy Fannf*®rew°W •—an eternal fare
well !”

d pfayj J,*, ’ she replied, “ say not eter
nal—wo sh* mccl °r»ain* ’Tis a short 
farewell——I tcelit. Adieu love ! 
__adion ; » firmly. VV’e shall moot soon.”

Next ‘Ofning the prisoners were to bo 
dragged hedges to Kensington C 
mo„ Jch was the placo appointe*
their In the first sledge __
the tfutionof, sitting over his pifiioned 
VJCÂ with a dratfn sword in his hand.— 
jy jflost—no minister of religion attended 

; and around the sledges followed 
.•sands, sonio fexv expressed sympathy, 
Mho majority following from curiosity,

others venting their execrations against

exciting topics as these ; but hagpily wo 
live in a country where rational and tolerant 
opinions pervade all classes of tho commu
nity in a degree surpassed by no country in 
the world, and where, wo may add, wo are

means of sincere but iudiscriminating faith. 
In the, early days of Christianity itVould 
have been in vara to have trusted to reason 
alone, as a means of establishing the new 
religion,—a religion so unlike all others, in 
the face of such an impenetrable host of 
tangled prejudices as then existed in tho 
minds of men. With tho learned Jows, our 
Saviour appealed to their reason, and to the 
prophesjes of tho Old Testament, which 
they all believed. Their want of faith was 
not in the prophesies them? elves, but in the 
interpretation given of them by Christ.— 
With the mass of tho people, on the con- 
trary, reason, and history were less power
ful, and miracles were more especially re
sorted to as the surest means of producing 
entire conviction on the minjs of the m’uo- 
rant multitude, ol tho Divino mission oi the 
Saviour. U lun miracles ceased, wo have 
no positive testimony to toll us.with any 
certainty. This much, however, is certain, 
that among civilized nations, to whom the 
leading docirinus cl tlio Christian religion 
have long been preached, and who are capa
ble ef wending tlio testimony of tho Ul<] 
TestamvVif and of profane historians, where 
sucIvTCBtiinony should fail to bring convic
tion to their mmds, miraqles would also 
fall. When a certain degree of knowledge 
ùas taken root in a country, an enlightened

they should guard as a sacred deposit.

especially bound to respect the opinions and . reason takes tjm placo ol 
prejudices of others for tho common good, when this is tlie case, it ca

I
th.worf’of'the Iv^ff^-as^not pas'sed* bUtJl In mijat of the nuiltitudo

TheyLg.nto look forward to/the a," ‘ h“k=ey coscl., following the sledge., 
- * • -, ,„:,l j-MtianoJ hut at lI* R was tho gentle Fanny Lester, ac-^.h,,J^:rnc%:li:.p.ilhun,c<ho.b.uv. «s-h*. -j .«£«>. l.,c ^

with certainty. There was but one 
that feared, and it throbbed in the bosoj 
poor Fanny. She woul<| start fror 
sleep, crying—“ Save him !—«ave P 
as she fancied she behold them drj 
him to execution. In order to soot 
her parents and hie, in the confidei 
pardon would bo extended to hirj 
that the day of his liberation eh 
day of thoir bridal. Sho knew 
lion, and her heart struggled wj 
to believe the “ flattering talc,

James tried also to cheer h< 
ed that hie life would be 
destoured to etnile and to

fb tho 
affoc- 

ir fears

believ-
10 on-

They had endeavoured to persuade her 
froDi the fearful trial ; but sho was calm, 
resolute, and not to be moved, and 
they yielded to her wish. Tho coach drew 
up within thirty yards of tlio scaffold ; Fan
ny pulled down tho window, ahd leaning 
over it, she beholds the piles of faggots 
lighted around tho scaffold—sho saw the 
flames ascend, and tho soldiers form a circle 
round thorn, Sho saw tho victims leave 
tho eledgo ; she looked upon him whom her 
heart loved as ho mounted tho place of

U'eatb, and his e:en was firm, his counto- 
soce unmoved. She saw him as be flung

____  good.
It is not our intention to dwell on the pecu
liar doctrines of any religious sect or of nny 
party in politico. Our object is simply to 
survey the common grounds on which all 
do or should agree for the good of all. We 
wish to promote peace—not to stir up war. 
In saying that tho minds of men have pas
sively adopted, in most cases, the opinions 
impressed on them in early infancy, whether 
true or false, wo aro far from looking upon 
this as an evil. On tho contrary, wo hold 
that almost any religion is better no 
religion, and tho sooner the ideas of moral 
restraint aro impressed on tho mind the 
better.

Taking an extended view of all tho differ* 
ent forms of faith professed by mankind— 
the members of each sect believing consci
entiously that they are walking in tho true 
and only road to salvation, and using their 
-utmost efforts to spread the doctrines which 
in their hearts they believe will lead to fu
ture happiness—the question naturally oc
curs to tho reflective mind, is it possible 
that only one of these sects can receive the 
reward promised to thoso who faithfully fol 
low tho path of duty and rectitude, while 
all others shall bo swallowed up in one 
common destruction ? We say, God forbid 
that wo should entertain such an opinion ol 
liis mercy and justice. {Should such an ex
clusive idea continue as of old, to hold 
possession of tho minds of mon, tho conse
quence necessarily follows, that each sect 
will bo arrayed in permanent hostility to 
all others, and tho more sincere the profes
sor of any religion may bo, tho moro will 
they be actuated by this mutually repelling 
power in thoir intercouse with thoir leilow- 
ihen of another failli. However secure they 
may fectin tho saving nature of their own 
faith, they will dread any intercourse with 
those whom they consider as infidels, lest, 
inayhap they should be drawn into the dark 
vortex of unbelief. Should we continue to 
nurse our prejudices apart from those of a 
different faith, how, it may be asked, will 
truth ever penetrate the dark masses of the

miracles ; and 
can no longer bo 

overthrown by imposture. Religion is 
never so safe, or in so healthy and \Tgorom» 
condition, as when it is rstabii.-hcd In the 
hearts and minds of an educated and intelli
gent people. {Should such a people by any 
means bo induced to desert their old path ; 
wo should not think it improbable that they 
have found a better one. Intolerance hi 
every lorm is unjust and unwise. It is un
just because we may bo persecuting those 
who hold the truth, and unwise, because it 
prevents improvement without servin'* 
truth. By nurs-ng tho narrow prejudice's 
of sects, and declaiming against our oppo-1 
nonts^ wo only confirm Licm in their orrJis, 
if they arc' in error-«4or tho pride of tho 
mind is aroused by every species of intoler
ance, and conversion becomes impossible* 
When these things are duly considered, it 
appears sufficiently that reason is tho bust 
friend to religion, and can never ho its ene
my. Reason, certainly, \\;.l not explain 
thoso truths of religion, wh;yh arc above 
human rhaton ; but the Al highly has given 
it to us to direct us in our choice of a fitilh ; 
und wo aro no win re required to befievo 
what is contrary, to reason, When know
ledge and re. sou exercise thoir lull sway, 
aud when the #fab*nkments of uncharitable 
prejudice aro onto swept away, it will bo 
J'lht as natural lor truth to prevail as lor 
water to find its level. As religion is giv< n 
us to produce ccrtaih effects, wo shall be in 
tho most favorable position to judge o-f each 
religion by its practicel results. Sooner m 
later ail religions will have to submit to 
this test. In a country like Canada, where 
low of those artificial embankments have 
been raised to vbs'truct tho free passego ol 
truth between different sects, and a greater 
iutcrm:ixturo hath taken place, many un
charitable pruj uliccs have already disap
peared. Here, per hups, moro than in any' 
couhf/y in tho workJ, aro wo in a position 
to give our reason freo play ; and her*,, 
especially, is it our dut) and otir interest 
to promote free discussion, and to boar with

old countries it often happens that acknow- 
Icjgcd evils have spread so wide and taken 
stfTOinaroot, that they cannot bo removed 
with sonSy to other institutions, which are 
known by experience to be good, that the 
weeds cannot be removed without uproot- 
mg the grain. In a new country which 
enjoys a liberal government, the interest of 
tho rules a;id of the governed should be 
identical. It the people do their duty to 
therm,elves and their posterity, the govern
ment, whatever party may be in power, will 
perform lheirs. A love of freedom, and a 
praiseworthy zeal for religion, will do a 
great deal. L'acfr-rndtvidual and sect will 
contend for its own interest in the benefits 
ol freedom and toleration ; but without 
Christian charity and brotherly love between 
dilfcring reels, what aro ail tho divided ef- 
loits oi individuals and sects but a rope of 
sa+>d. Instead-»! seeking out subjects of 
(-uTurcnce, a fid perpetuating tho prejudice 
ol a ha*barons nge, it is tunc that all sects 
should “ agréa to disagree,” and unite in 
tlio common cause »| religious liberty to 
ail. Happily every thing the world uow 
indicates a disposition in the minds of men 
to cast away tho religious prejudices that 
have hitherto enslaved us, and the absurd 
and uncharitable opinion so prevalent among 
all sccth, that imputed insincerity to their 
opponents, is now last disappearing. It is 
a common remark that there is mure hosti
lity between seels whose doctrines aie 
ncurly Himlar, than between religions whoso 
doctrines havo no resemblance to each 
othor. On the oilier hand, when a heathen 
or Mahoincdan stranger conics among us, 
all sects vie with each other in acts ol lios- 
pnahly and kindness towards him. His 
rchgiun-is forgotten, and next to thadcsiru 
of pleating him, each sect seems desirous 
ol showing how amiable and liberal they 
can bo when they chtoec. Now let us 
i,oppose fur tho Kake of illustration, that 
some calm and philosophical traveller from 
some neighbouring p anel should bo per
il.Hied to visit our world, in. order to ob
serve tl.o ways of its inhabitants, what a 
8{ cctncio Would be presented to his adinir* 
mg oves .ii civ* iz.f d Europe and America t 

- ct arrayed against sect in-bitter and un- 
quonoliahio hu.it.iity, or likoitimid* snails 
ui/ truotidily stretching vfut thoir feelers in 
nil i!ir.ct: ns. or h ihtily withdrawing them- 
bèlvoi vvii.Vin lliu.r hard shi lls of invincible 
| v jiid:ui', lest their ImJcily orthodox or-1 
gan-. «.".mild bo wounded. Yet all these 
cuds p^ilcs.iing tu worship one Go», who, 
look- into the hearts of men ;—not endoa- 
vi.urm^ i<> t vir minor points of dillersnce 
lor il .- 8 ike vt the great and glorious cause 
in v i:., i t!u y tm? engaged, but carping 
about *ii .i.'” 4 a ml quarrelling about straws ;

Ii an y mis to cm.veil the others, to what 
limy u.iicvu to.be i iio'‘truth, but afraid to 

•• trefoil cut their hands to mivo them from 
perdition, l?st they themselves should Joso 
ihuir looting and be drawn in ihu same 
gulph. Some HCPts make a great boast of 
the uniformity of the faith held by their 
members. Wo liavo*2 no wish to detract 
from the merits of such sects ; but we con- 
1084 wo cannot porcoivu any merit hi such 
uniformity as they boast hi, where the ma*-* 
of the people yield up. il.u natmut rca^ra 
which Cg»|l has given them, to ho um Uni
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the adverse but honest opinions of others. 1>J tbs beaus of Uioirchurvb, who are

'* , '■ --------------------------- k-wl------ ,
WMwilirnTnniaMir i f , MM V


