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st

gray in diplomacy to.bow to you.”
*“*As much audacity as wit,
count. You go at once, thent?
The count had rigkh to Zo.vaull
he smiled an assent.
“Yes. If it were not to please
vou. T would wish to go, in order
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that T might hear what is  leing

Continued)
of her thinking was
sent for her anajor-domo.

a Frenchman whe she had  se-

cured 2t @n (normous price, be
canse Eanew she would  need

the services of a man who could

use all Paris, if that were neces-

“XMan Paul.” she said 1o

deur

himn. want vou to get for me

this afterne a4y cost’ an
(l!'l:il'\ [i3.9 53
toni > nothing
everything

1k

nrincess who drove

Pavis tonigzht 1ot

afternoon.”™

aul did not it

he

ited an mnere pti
the i l

SaV

el :

merely

!.El:h', il
drive, in
l'w"h;:}l»
fiavee mors

TR
v

wils ntense

; i |
her hatred of Loris Ipanoff: hut
vent her taking a

her

thougrh, for thar mat

that did oo

e

natural im in personal

est
ippearance
ter, ‘the suceess of her plans, asidc
from

|
any personal feeling, made |

it necessary for her to appear at|

her best.
done

Nature.  alones  had

wueh for her as even

as |

woman |

a
conld demand.  And, in addition, |
the resourees of Parisian art had
heen called into service: and i(?
wust be confessed that  Parisian |
art can. at least, set ofl even th«i
most perfeet heaunty. 1

When  the
stood cady to leave the honse that |

~]I|~

look twice at and to

Prineess Fedora |

creature  to
delight
Even Marka stood off and admir

afternoon wias 2

in. |

od, and she v aeenstomed to the

i

beanty of her mistress in all  its
most alluring aspeets,

“Mon Dien!”

for she relieved her feelings

exelaimed,
al

wavs in Froneh now. = Mon l)i«-nxl

<he

|
|
|

but you are |

Madame I Princess
beautiful ™
l"t‘xlul‘.. f_];illz'ml .::lill ill }

mirror, amd  said  rather Illnl'("
erimly than was pleasant : 1

I am glad of it. I hope T <hall
]..nk s0 1o n.(‘ll.“ |
pavished.” |

that

“But they will  he
said Marka, in a tone

partly conviction and partly

Wils
won
der; for as vet she had not been
admitted to Fedora's confidence
and did not understand why her
mistress should speak so openly of
might
sedulously

o feeling that all
have, but most would
conceal.

Fedora turned
room, Marka holding the portiere
adide for her. Suddenly she
,ﬁ\'ahvr that little toss which in-
dicates a new idea, and she stop-
ped and began taking off the
gloves which fitted plump
hands so perfeetly.

“Give me my driving
Murka.”

“Yes, madam,” Marka,
with a little start, as she hastened
to nh(.‘_\'.
knows there are six horses ?”’

“Yes, I know that,” answered
Fedora, shortly: and Marka, like a

*Rvell trained maid, said no more;
but she shrugged her shoulders
when she was alone, and mutter-

ed

women

to leave the

her
gloves,
said

“Er—er—madam

‘.‘Doea she think she is on her

'*!1:'!‘r!|ill_' MR eSS,

[seiously beauntiful

All Paris

" Ler tenight.

estote ! will be
i

own
l:'.”\'in_g' O

come over her?” and then she ran

to the window to sce the start.

It was a striking equipag

tainly.  The carriage and  cquip-

ments were madest and  elegant:

but <ix spirited horses. each held
by o groem, un 1 very
three of

three

prety

showing : s=and when the

horses were coal black  dnd
were snow-white the showing was
more then pretty—it was striking.

Three bl

N wWors ol ane  side
three white

and were the

on
other.

behind, and  an-
»door of the earriave
held the

coachman

aroois
the

reins and his

pravcing |
1

(

Leld his hondful of
lonier wl id sar as if it did not

heaw Jone he

wiarited.

have
di-

Towsd

hieen )

he

das 1 he

wade e Wi~

wan bt the door had ex-

peeted to do nathing else. and the

cogelinan oved,  withont  any

the lower scat.

r Fedora < per

S eisnion, atnl]

from

He al

HET
1

hilitv, it neverthel
aolanee out of the corner of

at the dictan that
which he had

1 Wit
self=prose
He had an interest in ke
life

his

1M O 1 ‘

{ nankind

rest ol i

yil'“. W
I

altocether
One ol

the

his

Tivs

i“‘: llll\\' )'HI‘ Wi~ o

ndangered
e
L« reins

was enoueh. SW

tslip naturally between the corveet |

that the littk
hands conld also hold the whip in

fingers, saw even
a properly imowing wav. and, Ot
, dat
net onlv felt that his e
that
was o woman whom he might eon-

enongh o <7 Ton: thar mo-

wanl, e
mistress

wis safer hut his

~i~l('lll|‘\' respeet,

the arooms loosed their hold on the |

fretting animals,

They danced and plunged for a
momeni, and then under skilltul
guidance passed out of the conrt
vard, and tnrned into the street.
I"v

dora felt a pleased Hush mount 10

It was Eeaantifully done, and
her face. It was not quite a flush
cither, but rather a glow af

color.

which remained like the blobm on'!

a sun-kissed peach.

There was so much  of  robust
health in the princess that it was
impossible for her not 1o enjoy the

were drive behind

sitnation in s aspeets

whether as a

six fine horses; 2s the eenter of a

* . . |
{gennine sensation, from the verv |

moment of her start; as  a

woman  under
peeuliarly  favorahle

oe

pli

or as trinmphantly  aecom-

hing the first part of her plan.
She knew. she was ereating  a
sensation.  Oh, it was more than
that; it was a furor, and nothing
Grant that not
firet time that six horses of strik-
ing appearance had driven
along the Deis, grant that such
had been driven by the fair hands
of a woman' grant cven that the
fair hands had those of a
pretty woman, and it must still be
admitted that a combination of all
these things could not but produce
a sensation of the liveliest kind.
At any rote, it was talked of at
the cafes that night, and in the
lobbies of the theaters and the
opeia, in faet, evervwhere that le
And
were
many picturesque things said that
these things were said:‘Shé drove
like an Englishman; the turn-out
was tres chie; she was a Russian

less. it was

bheen

been

monde was to be found.

that were repeated; there

princess;
wealthy ; beautiful-—ah—h!
spirituelle, but, ah—h ;such hair!
such eyes! such color ! —the peach

a  widow; immensely

What has

Ready ™ she said. shortlv, and |

con-|

cirenmstan- |

I]I("

Not

said in a salon where there is more
n-mhsi“‘it than anvwhere else in Paris.”
| CHAPTER VI
After all that has been saids the
Conntess Olga ean need no intro-

"Moom had been noticed.
But these are only the
that
custom. on her own estate, to har- |

were not true, as it was her
ness ten wild horsed at onee and |
The
lit

duction. It may be noticed that

S
drive them over the steppes, .
. Pl {no one, looking at her, would have
Frenchiman t
' . i Q s
il

never \"“l“' a
¢ improbability.

Welly she

pthai night and it dic

d . was,
wis the talk of Paris

1 make
her blue exes any less bright to e
n Nenies
beine o woman,
of
to

Rather under the middle height
S 'pleasant, dimpled face, sparkling
That
1Mosi

b

! £ eves, good-natured mouth.
Lennseians ot gt 3 z N
: - is what most persons  saw
is hovself,

ed

~ort

the

eNiov-
J persons

i

amdd not all persons,

wany little trivuphs g
¢ CAanse e out o

fips could eurl

that were ineidental ;
. il TR i : their good nat and shoot very
tin ohject of her existen 2

sharp shatts of wir and =
|l'ﬂ 1" WY
She |

en Count Ronvel, the  am 3
v “ion.

hassador. called thar evenine, I
1
|

; not heen rich in Rus
Lowed with rather mor

had e

prineess,

At

the womau,

this

CINpress . .
Ko s lived like
S bwerare in .
Skl No o
d he per :

to noie the I 1 .
: foPe 1l one i
well th : :

WIT oF cenins.
L

aeeredite

sanld

tald

onvel

O Peraenlser Qs

CrrOT,
md beeame the oblivine wmbas<a
dor in a

i
i

onuent,

she

IYII J‘I(I
cdora. and dropped her han
and met the i

He wa

il.‘l‘l Kli'” ~c1

eur s G garnient,

< deligd irst wards lic b

illw'lI:LV frankly.

e I

pProcnosneaiions

~traieht with- thae

1 dom

< ot boen wrone in
the

he

ol self-resped

1l

Prine

rhe woran who | Fedara®s drive wi subject of

almost universal conversation.

Lefore There wa all <ot
pai==d between then.,

ved.

well, what he hald

Wwias {\'-?"l IX.{"‘

e had

She

and conditions  of

and tsed’ his raoun, mostlye but - nor

hal done s < aindl to one who ke
1
18

al
cular =i
hilists,

resentatives of the government all

stply indeseri but by the

he

fwo were on rapport as troatine di

as the connt did, it was @' sin

[ tire Wi = him=elf the to see lovalists and ni

extles, fugitives, and  rep

ploanats,
“Thank yvou for coming.”™  <aid mingling together  on - friendly
terms on this comman ground.

1 He

irmiles, and witry salutations as he

the princess,

that was  greeted  with
This not
faallantly, but respectfully polite.

“T hope you have heard that 1
drove on the Bois this afternoon.™

[ Al Paris is frantie.”

“The gratitude iz mine
am permitted to come.™
[ passed from group to group. bt
(he did not stop until he  was  on
i the
[ing It was here that

“That iz what T had hoped. Do |the countess held her conrt. for it
vou know the Conntess Olea Sou- | was little else,
tkaveft ¢ !

outskirts of the largest cather-

‘ in the salon.

her ™ he

“And nobody knows
! [heard the conntess say.

[ “Only that she is the widow ot
the old Prince  Romanoff,”

fone said in response.

fingered  his
That his

only sign of embarrassment. Wiis

The count  just

|
aray

mustache. wis
some
[the prineess tryving to surprise his
the abrupt
No, evidently

*She cannot be well known even
in St. Petersburg,”

knowledee by ques- |

tion 2 not. The said another:

teonnt smiled. ';"ful' I never as mneh as heard of
|h<'r.”

“ALS

“the prinee’s devotion in the first

“I think every Russian knows
“Yes, 1 know her.”

“Does it necessarily condemn a

{hier,”™ he said. langhed  the  countess,

iwoman who knows her "
“No-o: but

need to have conrage.

Nm'w and Ler erief at his death

a  woman  would in the next must have k:'ln her

There ave (out of society.  But surely some
fone must know something about
Where is Tpanotf 2 He is the
latest arrival ; he may know.™

I do not remember.” said a quiet,

ladies of social standing who visit
It

She goes evervwhere,

ber  salon—women af  wit, her.

necds that,
She have heard of her. but

is interesting—uen tind - her

She

may

fuscinating, CNCONTHYeS

genius,”’ deep voice.

] known that,

*for

wonld like her to visit
I wonld like to visit her. \frer
that T will hold a salon too.  You |
will always be weleome,™ ‘

mes *1 apight have

said the countess, she s

tonly a woman.”
“It is a misfortune, certain!y,’

“And you would like me to he|said the same voice as quictly a

| .
before, and the countess langhed

you |

the intermediary ¢

“I would not ('nlll})lu'niM' |ll"l‘l'i|'\'.

|
|
|
|

in any way. H vou may not do| “Ipanoff. you amuse me” <k
Jit then proenre me the right per imi.l.
o {
“There would be no question of | your sex, I believe:” was his an-
1 can do it as well, [swer, not surlily given, but with
perhaps, being ambassador, a lit-{even calmness.
tle better than any one else. Your| *I think you are right, hut am
position would be less equivoeal if |1 to learn nothing of this Russian
introduced by me.” {princess who in one afternoon
He looked her; {makes all Paris talk? If |
but she answered in a way that|learn in no other way 1 will call
proved that she was acting with jupon her.”
n[)('ll eves. !

son.” is a man's office to ainn:«

compromise.

meaningly at ean

: There was a general murmer of
“Do not think of me, but do|low laughter at this threat, as it
this for me, and T shall be grate- |
ful to you."
“Tt shall be done. |
“As quickly as Of | “But I will,” she said, with a
course I have an objeet in it; but |certain vexation in her tone.
If the opportunity had
imade for him, the eount ecould not
“Perhaps T can bring her here |have been better snited. He gent-
to-night.” {1y pushed his way through the eir-
“Tt was in the hope of it that T fvlt-. and: with a !
‘drove the six horses this after- [said:
noon.” *And youn would do well, coun-
“Permit one who has grown [tess. She is a woman you would

the countess looked
flushed

lll'll
with a slightly

seened,

| around
When 2" i face.
may be.
no one will suspeet it, and hnstv? heen

cannot matter.”

wow of salutatioin,

fi “Very well

fidon’t

|'\i]:-.;i

nols, |

like.”

*“Ah, Count Rouvel. Then you
know her? Tell e about her.”

“Tell you what? You know
she drove her six horses like an
Englishman, and made all Paris
talk ; what more is there to tell ¢

“It is «aid she young and
beantiful, to say nothing of being
as rich a5 an American.”

*Yes, she is all that™

“Well, well, well! Don’t you see
that i dying
What has she dene over there that
she comes here and makes her de-

=

J

am of 1'\”‘in-il)‘.

fslhlh-(-t.d her of being what she [hut in such a fashion 2 Oh, don't

f‘(-ll we she has come here jest to
|come here ¢7

| “But T know nothing that  she
I believe she is here,
)

’h:‘» done.

simply to be kerer like—well, lik

imany of us.”

added.  Dat vou
would like her—why ¢ |

like they

SIN

said

WwWonien beeanse

e horses.™
She is beantifull she is young.
<he is rich.
*\h. that
whiv,

That

he is winy”

)
st o)

hss
iwhy,

he

ipuzzles me”
i ! . ;
I “She asks for motives inoa wo-

’

trnied

olle¢ 1nore,
if she 1z all dhar v

e veealarse and

vith horror at

intination of visit

[ Countess ' Olea Soukaretf.”
i ) hiiesed kis <h

1 count

i ohalt weary of the “11‘_i""1~
.:r.\l‘l‘«-n[:

belonies to the vegul-

on say. it 1 thoueht ihe

[Conntess Olga was afraid of noth

“Afraid £ Ol it is not a ques
I am not afraid.”
i

l“\fnn of fear.
s TR

e, =

<aid the count, eareles:

Well.

bt 1 should have liked to see vou

| suppose not, it oo
tl\\n meet,”

The countess locked up quickly.
with a gleam of mizchief in her
ey e,

*And 1 would like nothing het-
tter than to gratify the Count Ron
vel.,” she said. 1t rests only with

t seems to me”
lll‘
*

air of surprise.

him, i

“Buat ho asked, with an

“You know her. Take me  t¢
her.™”

A smile of amusement  passed
aronnd the cirele at the manner in
which the diplomat had been
trapped, and all waited 10 see how
he wounld extrieate himself. 1l
if he Jdid

inot relish the trick ; thens with an

il

looked for a second as

air of recovering himself, he lift
«l his evebrows, and answoered

|

| |

|

|

=hould feel iv an honor, My

arviage is at the door:  wiil  the

]('--unl(-“‘ Olen do e the honor of

| accepting my escort ¢
| He threw sueh an air of fecling
the

wr into his tone and manner,

that ne had trned tuble< on

and
speetators of the lirtle
at wits laneghed so meaningly that

ithe | LR RS B

|
1
1

‘|tlu- countess threw her head up.

| “I my guests will exeuse me.
[ shall be only too happy to aceept
vour offer, and if they will await
tmy return,” she went on . trinm-
phantly, “I will make a veport to
them of myv adventures.”

The serutiny was all turned on
the count now, but his face was
inrerutable. He simply bowed and
said:

“At your service.”

The countess flashed a
watching
and asked for her maid.
CHAPTER VIT
The Count Rouvel would
liked, had it been possible, to warn
the Princess Fedora of the spirit
in which the Countess Olza was
prepared to visit her; but, as it
was not possible, and as he was

elance

around the faces hor

have

of the meeting,
prepared himself for whatever en-
joyment there might be for him.
As for the countess, she
ed that she was in a false position

consequences

realiz
almost before she committed her-
self to going with the count; but,
as she felt that the count was in
an even more false and unpleasant
position than herself, she was not

oven |

not in any way responsible for the |
he

disposed to blame him.

She was not disposed to blame
herself either, and, since it
necessary to make somebody res-
ponsible, she very logically turned
the resentment she naturally felt
toward Fedora.

She  chatted pleasanily
with the count during the ride to
Fedora's; but all the while
vkept  up under-current  of
[thonght of how to extrieate her-
'self from the predicament she

Vas

very

an

ad
{foread herself intor with as el
beelat as possible.

She pictured Fedora to herself
fas almost unapproachable in 1l
;pri«lw and Lhautear of boauty.
ftion, wealth, and youth, and con-
[eeived the project of first shocking
her by frankness and then bearia
ther down lr\ the zlii] b and sa-
voir faire which her peculiar ox
pericnee of the world had hroneht
As well, it

required no zeting on her purt ¢

to her. for Fedora

ook beautiful. and her. taste was

{ too good to permit her to o "

foaked
charming, and as one would ook

for the oceasion, She

who anticipated spending @
ing at home, and had  evervthinge
to make her happy and content
The Tittle bondoir in which e
cleen hur whait ]

Wit nt,

rhain s

prena

pait

well Taid ot

wa
cateda
prohabiv have deen

5

v ailiost |
eoali .
ey

\‘x;xl‘l:rill o] Ten e
i

would hove i a1,

! the
cadmitted by
wmne the forner
“Tell
1 Connt

the !v:‘ilu-w» thaot
Rouvel and
“And a friend.”

Cconntess,

interiected
“And a friend.” said the ecount
{“have done themselves the hanor
to call to pay their respects,”
Presently Mar

and begzed them to exense

caise to them
the i

fornclity, and
tdoir of Madame

the salon was at that wosent
i

cheerless,

*“This is kind of you, dear

mny

teount,” said Fedors, erceting him

with a pleased smile.
“The 0Ol

" osaid the count, introducing

Countess Souka-
his companion at onee,
| Of whom you have heard. no
doubt™ added the countess, as she
'hu\\'ml low with a slight exaggera-
[tion of courtesy.

“Oh, ves:? Fedora,

with a frank smile that wight he

answered
a confession of  complete

{ledge or of simple pleasure.
[ "Yes,” said the countess. with a
l('llrl of her II]) “1 don’t doubt that
{the name of the Countess Olea is
nsed as a warning in every well-
St. Peters

regulated family  in

| e
burg

answered Fe-
“Por-

I have alwavs wished to

| § 5
| *1 do not know,
i‘lum, a little wonderingly,
[haps so.

meet yvou.”
[ "As one wonld go to the men
agerie 1o see a newiv diseovered

wild animal, perhaps.”
[ Fedora langhed.
|

"[’v:'h;!pr. or as one woitld go to

!\m- woran who had deiv
len a six-in-hand on the Beis, Can
fess she said, L

[ merrily.

i younug

countess uching

her i

iseeond, and then lavehed as frand
Iv as Fedora. all os

The countess hit for a

N
It was not al

{the tables had been turned
her: at she was too good-nainred
jand frank herse
the same qualities in another,

not to  admire
2lll']
in a moment she abandoned any
[thought but that of mecting hér
(hostess on common grovnd.

' “Yes, that is true.”

[ted. “All

what sort of Amazon it

she admit
Paris is  wondering

is
ecomes suddenly upon the Bois and
{drives a six-in-hand like an  Eng-
lishman, and I wondered like the
rest. fortunate
"find a person who had the happi-

I think it

and—well,

Only 1 was to

{uess to know  you-
imust be a  happiness
i1 made it impossible for him to re-

If

I am the

i fuse to bring me here. there
is an impropriety in it,
one at fault.”

Oh, but |

afraid you will not bhelieve me if

“Impropriety !

[ say it was the thing of all others

that 1 have wished
von; but it is true.”
| “To knew me!

should the Princess Fedora Ro

1 . .
lnmnuﬂ wish to know the Countess |

{Olga Soukareff 2
“Why? Oh, you ought not ask

she |

to!l

know- !

upon |

who |

am

to know |

But why, then |

be |

sta- {

Bilioasness, Indigestion, and Sick Headache.
Small Pill, Small Dose, Small Price.
Genuine mus besr Signature

oozl

it rue thai
men of wit, of genius, of learning

me that,  Dut is not t

are elad  to assemble i vour

salon 7
“That is certainly true.”

I ™ *Why. then

|
!
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

You see I am

“ling to make vou answer vour own

]0:1!1'~lilu
| Sase s
) U

murired

innecenee is delicions.”

the commt = The voune

ce is artually outwitiing the old-
€¢r onge,
the  counte
g i sadon =
thiose t it could not he
You have
Well.
mind why vou want to knew i,

1

You tlu.

You-—a reluge, 1O N

of me: Xl:l‘_\' have. nevey

comnt it myv cood fortune
Then vou will co
my salon?

“Indeed, _\(-~.“

There was mneh more said

jtween them, but it was not im
portant, since Fedora had already
accomplished all she desived i ihe
‘in\'ililli“ll to the salon of the eonn

| tess.

“ When the Conntess Olea rade

| away from the house with the

ount Rouvel she was  silent

) . .
[<ome time, and the count did not

her. knowing  she
of the

also that he would learn

{disturh

| . .

{ thinking
{knowing

was

princess,  and

{more by wot asking than by in-

{terrupting her thoughts,
‘A

said at

charming creature,” ~he

last.  **She has fascinated
fme.  What could she not do with
{a man if she chose 2 eh, count 27

I

too old: but if she wounld permit

“Anything, countess, am

rest

like

jit. T would flutter with  the
{ for all that.
her. conntess.™

| “Yes I like her. But what kind

fof a service have you done by in-

I am glad yon

trodueing me 27

{  The count was an astute man of
illu- world, and thought he knew
| woman in most of her phases: hut
! this plainly pur.
iposed him.  When a man is posed

question,  so

he repeais his <|m'-liun,
“What kind of a service have T

done her? T do not understand
“Yos,
“Pht, was between
Sevlla How
conld T refuse to introduee yon?
12T had von would have been an
I'hat I
that wonld not be.

You llu,“
|

Charvhdis,

countess,

and

conld
Dut
af

than

ary, wars certain,
hope she

il <he had been conld hetter

ford to lose her will

good

’ : v | VOUTS,™
she had foreseen. and it was as if |

answered,

connt : and
truthfully
though one can never be sure of

[ “Well answered,

suppose

diplomat.™

Of course her salon awaited her
return with an unusual enriosity :
for the action of the eountess had
{been an  extraordinary one, and
;thv issue of it interested them all.
{+ *“The most charming woman |
{ever met.  Perhaps yon will some

{day be able to  judge for vour

{selves.” was all she vouchsafed to
{tell them, and their enriosity con-
|eerning the princess was redonb-
|led thereby.

|

i The next merning, at.an hour
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i bed, she ordered her earriage, and
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{in to the princess she penciled:
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part way throngh with her toilet

a very simple one, by the way,
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