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A GLIMPSE OF SARAWAK

On the 11th of August, 1852, T embarked at Singapore
in & small trading-schooner bound for Sarawak ; and aid-
eod b,y a favourable breeze and a rapid tide, we were soon
carried past the verdant sh' res of the Straits of Malacea,
into the China Sea, across which we stretched direct for
Borneo. After four days’ sail, the outlines of the moun-
tains of that island appeared in the distant horizon, blue
and bright through the clear atmosphere, gradually rising
up from the water,and darkening in colour, and shewin,
more clearly thejf spurs and valleys as we closed in wit
the land. ext appeared the low level coast-line, black
with the forests uf centuries. whoge dark and heavy ver-
dure stretched in unbroken mass over the whole face of
the country, far away over and beyond the tops of the
highest and most distant mountains. As we passed along,
the coast-line was seen to be occasionally broken by the
mouths of large rivers, which discharge their waters
through gaps in the ceaseless and apparently impenetra-
ble jungle, and which, by their broad and stately streams,
afford acoess to the interior of the country. We were be-
calmed for some time off Cape Datu—a high bold promon-
tory that projects far into the sea—till, a heavy squall
coming down from the top of the bluff, necessitated o
rapid reduction of sail, but bore us at the same time gal-
lantly over the waves. As the nightclosed in, the clouds
grthered in masses; but the almost incessant play of
sheet-lightning around the horizon aflorded a sufficienc
of light by which to continue our course ; and about mid-
night we cast anchor off the Santubong entrance of the
Barawak river.

Next morning the weather was stormy and -hazy ; but
unpropitious as the day was, it gave us a favourable idea
of the picturesqne character of the country. On one side
of the river, close to its mouth, and close also to the beach,
Santubong mountain shot up almost perpendicularly to
the height of nearly 3000 feet, stretching away seaward
in & long, irregular, broken, and picturesque range, and
terminating in a bold bluff cape, round whose base the
waters of the China Sea heaved and broke. On the other
side rose & lower and less striking hill, between which
and Santubong the river opened, like the open gate of an
avenue, inviting us to explore the country. - There we
entered with the flood-tide, and in due time arrived at
Kutching, the eapital of the world-famed Sarawak.

I do not intend to repeat the story—so well known
through the works of Oaptains Keppell and Mundy—of
the manner in which Sir James Brooke became rajah of
Sarawak ; | may, however, he pardoned giving the follow-
ing illustration of the cgol manner in which he looks dan-
ger in the face, and prepares a¥nst it.

When Mr. Brooke first arrived at Kutching in the Roy-
alist, be landed and paid his respects to Muda Hassim,
the Malay rajah of the place ; and in retarn invited that
prince, with several of his nobles and their followers, to
visit him on board his yacht. I bave shared in the sur-

rise which I have often heard expressed, that Mr.

rooke . should have invited on board his yacht a
.\hh‘{ prince and his followers, of whom he knew com-
paratively nothing, except that they belonged to a race]
whose name is synonymous in the cast with ferocity,
treachery, and blood-thirstiness, and who, wherever the
are known, are noted for their addiotion to piracy. ltis
true, they are by no means so bad as they are represented
to be ; and it is equally true that they possess many fine|
qualities, which are discovered upon closer acquaintance ;
but still the general character they bear,and by which
alone Mr. Brooke could have known them, is that of trea-
cherous pirates. Mr Brooke, however, resolved to return
Muda Hassim’s hospitality, without eghibiting either fear
or suspicion, while at the same time he took effectual
measures to baffle arfy attempt at treachery should such
be made. On deck, the crew were drawn up under arms,
aoting ostensibly as a guard of honor to receive the prince,
but pre| for hostilities in case of necessity ; while at
the same time, the ship’s guns were loaded with grape,
and trained so as to sweep the deok at the first djscharge.
In the cabin, where Mr. Brooke was to receive his visit-
ors, he was seated on a sofa with a broad table before
bim, 80 as to prevent any sudden stab with a kries, and
apder the pillow, which lay carelessly beside him, a pair
of loaded pistols were concealed. Above the sofa, s |
mirror was placed, and behind the mirror were s
four men, each with four loaded muskets, who on a given
signal were to throw down the mirror, and shew them-
uw:s armed. Thus fortified, Mr. Brooke sat at his ease,
and received his distinguished visitors with gentlemanly
courtesy. No attempt at violence was'made ; and Muda
Hassim remained till the day of his death ignorant of the
precautions taken against his possible treachery.

On another occasion, after the present Sarawak govern-
ment was established, a chief of the Sarebas Dyaks, by
nsme Lingire, made an attempt to take Mr. Brooke's
head. He came to Sarawak with several war-hoats, os-
tensibly to pay & visit to the Malay datus or magistrates

W 1A vast, massive trunk rises straight as a ship’s mast, and

in many places into hills and mountains, some of them
round and swelling, and covered, like all the rest of the
country, with dark jungle ; others abrups and craggy in
the extreme, with trees and bushes shooting from every
crevice, and creepers and parasites hanging from every
cliff and from every tree,

On_entering one of the rivers which cleaves its way
through the apparently impenetrable jungle, the traveller
finds himself in & wide open channel, both sides of which
are crowded with the same dark and heavy foliage that
covered the coast, and which, notcontent with the p
sion of the land, seems to aspire to that of the water tos,
by sending forests of mangroves far into the river. In
other parts, the banks are lined by thousands of nipa
palms, whose long bending leaves, fringed with their dark
and sharp-pointed leaflots, wave 7neofnlly in the breese,
forming the foreground of the mighty jungle that towers
rp behind. Hi;b’?r up the river, where the banks are no
onger swampy, the mangroves and nipas disa; r, but
Pthe primeval f;rolt still scr:nﬁhuel in ‘t)l‘ndimin";rl::d and
unchanging magnificence ; and as the silent stream bears
us swiftly onwards over its still and placid waters, glow-
ing with the tints of a tropical evening sky, we pass point
after point, and traverse reach after Yeach, each bank and
every change of scene presenting the same wild and lonely
grandeur und luxuriance. If a pigeon flies overhead, a
monh‘y leaps from & bough, or the loud and discordant
note of some feathered denizen of the forest rings through
the air, it is the onl sign of life the vast Jjungle exhibits,
except the shrill chirping of the tree grasshoppers which
bave commenced thejr evening-song, or the irritating at-
tacks which compel attention to the existence of sand-flies
and mosquitoes. :

As we uscend the river above the influence of the tides,
the channel, though it still continues deep, becomes very
narrow, and often appears almost over-arched by the ve-
getation which clothes its banks. Not only do enormous
troes shoot up their giant forms to the height of hundreds
of feet, but the margin of the river between the trees and
the stream itself is lined with a dense mass of vegetation,
as thick and impénetrable, and ten times as_high, as a
quickset-hedge. One of the most remarkable of the plants
that form this fringe to the margin of the stream, is call-
ed by the Dyaks mudiang, and exactly resembles the plant
of the ine-npﬁle. only that it grows upon a stem some
twenty feot high. Its fruit, also, has much the appear-
ance of the pine-apple, but is hard and woody within,
and utterly unfit for food. These plants grow in great
numbers in the mud that forms the margin of the stream,
and are the resort of troops of monkeys, which leap, grin,
and chatter among them during the day, and at night
{::g ulooP upon them within oars-length of the passing

t.

Higher up the river still, it again changes its a: -
ance ; instead of being deep and gudd A itsbecomerml-
low gund clear, assuming to a considerable extent the cha-
raoter of a mountain stream. The bottom is sandy or
stony, and the fish are seen playing in the pools ; the banks
are dry and free from mud, allowing the large trees of
tho jungle to spring up from the wargin of the stream,
aod to interlace their gigantic Dranches high overbead.
Then it is that the forest is seen in all its beauty and
grandeur. Tall trunks, straight as an arrow, support
the unbroken shade of verdure which clings to their
boughs, while long and fantastic creepers embrace the
vast columns with their tangled net-work, and bang like
festoons from one to another. Oeccasionally, accident
may have cleared a considerable space along the banks,
leaving one vast tree standing in eompnntfve solitude,
and then is seen the monarch of the forestin all his glory.

without assingle branch to the height of 200 feet or more;
and from the top of this gigantic column, diverge the
spreading branches, covered with their heavy masses of
dark-green folinge, the whole forming as fine an object as
the eye can rest on.

Sometimes these large trees are found in incomve-
nient proximity to the traveller: they fall across the
stream, and bar his progress. 1f the trank is immersed
80 deeply as that there are three or four inches of water
on any part of it, the canoe is unloadod, and the crew,
Jumr:np into thd water, drag her over the impediment :
while if it bappens to be resting at a height of five or six
inches above the surface of the streain, she is again um-
loaded, and pushed underneath it.

As the trees seldom fall perfectly flat across the surface
of the water, one or other of “these methods of passing
them is generally practicable ; but sometimes neither of
them ean be followed, in' which cdse, there is no other
resource than the laborious and tedious process of cut-
ting the trunk through. ~As there are also shallows and
rapids, as well as logs of wood in the rivers, it will easily
be imagined that ascending these smaller streams is a
toilsome method of journeying ; and so numerous are im-
pediments of one kind or another, that [ have sometimes
seen the crew wading or swimming continuously for seve-
ral hours.

I have thus endeavoured to give an idea of the country
as seen in going upone of the large rivers, 1 shall now ask
the reader to 1ake a walk with me into the jungle. Juogle
is of twekinde—old and young. Old jungle is simply the
ferest, young jungle is the vegélation which springs uwp
wherever old jungle his beeg cut down, It consisis of a
dense mass of grass, reeds, and bushes, iwpervious 10 man ;

of that place, and moored his bosts in the river opp
their , & few hundred yards above Rajal Brooke’s
house. At length, one night when the tide suited his

urpose, he dro silently down the river to the rajah’s
5mﬁ?mum%';:dmu there, and landed with el':hty
armed men. He then walked up to the house, entered
the Lall where the rajah was seated at dinner entertain-
ing all the E inhabi of the settl t, and
his men, placing th lves in a icircle around the
table, equatted n, intending to spring upon their vie-
tims in the confusion of clearing away the dinner. As
mmt :; saw Llngiul enter vuril::-o many me:.
is object, and cglling a Malay servant who

. s Iqlzh. 'ﬁ ordered him to eross

over their men as
bei in English, was
ot u 3 . thinking that the rajah
[gul merely given some order about the dinner, saw the
servant leave the room without suepicion, and sat still,
quietly and lnhntl{ surveying the scene before them, and

waiting the si of attack from their chief. In the

D uropeans continued their dinner with the
best appeti sy conld, All“k.no'h‘m that tbhoir safe
on their prolon, meal as much as -
were: ] conclude it. mm.
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visttor, who, from the jnu"o cing ubf
bo | most gotrodden by man, is to fi
l!ll,l:.';l he walks sloog | eards by p

rassong or lon
i & &

and when y pels him to take his cvurse through
it, be must cut his way with his parang or chopping-knife,
hewing out a path a8 he goes along. Walking in old
jongle, however, is very different. %'hera. there is com-
paratively little underwood ; the ground is moist and suft
with decaying leaves ; the air is cool and pleassut ; und the
enormous trees whose fuilage completely keeps off the sun,

form a * Jéaly labyrinth * of the most imposiog and exten- (b

AAPAS

IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE."—Prov. iv34.

July 8, 1847,

already stated, great Juxuriance of vegetation, and great
scarcity of animal life; and in this respect, Borneo at pre-
sent, | should imagine, somewhat resembles the account
given by geologists of England during the formation of the
coal. If it be so, it is strange to find the state of our own
island many thousand ages ago paralleled by the present
state of anuther island many thousand miles distant.
There is yet another view of the eountry which 1 shall
endeavour 1o pregent—namely, that witnessed from the
it of a lofiy in. From such a position, as far
as the ‘spectator’s eye can reach, he looks down upon
a generally flat but undulating country, with hills of varivus
forms and sizes scattered arosud, some of them round and
swelling, some with sharp peaks and ridges, and some abrupt
and craggy in the extreme, but all of them covered with the
same dark and heavy verdure which overspreads the face of
the country, except where some limestone cliff gleams
through the mass of vegetation which elsewhere shrouds ir.
In the low ground, he sees the winding rivers pursuing their
tortuous course through the unbroken forest, now appearing
lustrous and silvery in the light, now red and muddy as they
roll along almost at his feet, now buried in the tall trees
which clothe their banks, and again reappearing st a distanee
brighter and more lustrous than ever. The vast expanse of
forest spread out before him; induces ideas somewhat akin
to those awakened by gazing on the ocean from a sea-side
clif. There is the same extent of prospect, the same
monotony of scene, and the same feeling of solitude in the
one case as in the other; and this similarity of landscape in-
duces a similarity of ideas, culting off the soul, as it were,
from immediate contact with his fellows, and opening it to
the greatness and the majesty of that Power who created
alike the ocean and the forest.

CURIOSITIES OF ELECTRICITY.

The peculiarities of that terrible but mysteriout agent,
lightning, are mado the subject of an interesting paper in
a recent number of the British Quarterly Review. Two
clouds are not necessary for,the production of lightnin,
which is frequently discharged from a solitary elump ol
vapour, when a connection ¢an be established with the
earth. A French academician, named Marcolle, describes
a case where a mere cloudlet about a foot and & half in
diameter killed llpuor woman by dropping a thunder-bolt
upon her head. It has been shown by Farady that the
electrie fluid contained in & dnﬁle flash might perbaps be
supplied by the decom position of one grain of water alone.
M. Ara {u divided the lightning into three sorts. The
first'includes those where the discharge appears like long
luminous lines, bent into angles and sig-zags, and vnr{.in;
in complexion from white t blue, purple or red. This
kind is known as forked lighminE. becayse it occasional-
ly divides into two branches. Char &g relates a case
whiere & flash severed into three forks, edich of which
struck on points several hundred feet apart. Still more
riamerous furcations have been reported, for it is said that
during & tempest at Landernean and St. Pol de Leon,
twenty-four churches were struck, though only three dis-
tinct claps were heard. This was eight churches apiece
for the lEreo explosions.

The second class of lightning differs from the first in
the range of surface over which the flash is diffosed, and
is designated as sheet lightning. Sometimes it simply
gilds the edges of the cloud whence it leaps ; but at oth-
ers it floods with a lurid radiance, or else suffases its sur-
face with blushes of a rosy or violet hue.

The third class of lightnings are remarkable for their
eccentricities, and have béen made the subject of conside-
rable attention among meteoroligists, many of whom have
denied their right to be treated as legitimate li’hming-,
they differ so widel{ from the ordinary sort of flashes.
They exhibit themselves as balls or globular lumps of fire
—not momentary apparitions, but meteors which take
their own timg and travel at & remarkable rate. It isthis
incelerity whi%h gives them their doubtful character, as
an electrical bolt is supposed to be one of the leadin
emblems of velocity. Among -other anecdotes related o
this kind of lightning-ia the following imcident which oc-
curred to & tailor in the Rue St. tquu, Val de Grace,
about the year 1743. M. Babinet ‘was commissioned by
the Academy of Sciences to investigate the facts, and re-
ported substantially as follows :— :

« Afier a loud thunder-clap. the tailor being finishing his
meal, saw the chimney-board fall down as if beset by a
slight gust of wind, and a globe of fire, the size of a child’s
head, come out quietly into the room, at a small height above
the floor; the tailor said it looked like a good-sized kitten,
rolled up into a ball, and moving without showing its paws.
It was brizht and shining, but he felt no seneation of heat.
The globe came uear his feet, like a young cat that wants 10
rub itself against its master’s legs; but by moving them
aside gently, he avoided the .contact. It appears to have
played for several seconds sbout his féet, he bending his body
over it and examining it attentively. After trying some ex-
cursivns in different directions, it rose vertically to the height
of his head, which he threw back 10 ayoid touching his face.
The globe elongating a little, theu steered towards a hole in
the chimney above the mautle-piece, which hole received a
stove-pipe n winter, but wes now pasted over with paper,
+ The thunder,’ he said, *counld not see the bole ;° but, never-
thelese the ball went siraight to the aperture, removing the
paper without hurting it, and made ita way inte the chimney.
Shortly afierwards, and when he supposed it had time 10 reach
the wop, it made a dreadful explosion, which destroyed the
upper part of the chimney and threw the fragments on the
roofs of smaller buildiges, which they broke throngh. The
wilor's lodging was on the third siory ; 1the lower ones were
not visited at all by the thunder-bolt.”

Lightoing, when it meets with an obstruction in its course.
frequently shatters the non-conducting uhject, dispersing and

{ by in every direction, as if they

dive dimensions, Every tenth tree is a giant, whose vast
stem, straight as a ship’s mast, shoots up aloft 1ill iis
almost undiminished diameter is hid by the fuilage of thuse
around i1, and from the visible height ol the lower lives !
which eonceal its top, we are lell to imagine the size of the
liigher. Sonie of lﬁe

spectacles whieh the vegetable creation ean present.
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of the-veg p of the
haps, however, one of the most striking
gle is the almost entire absence of animal
playe—an fect] i

zone.
features of the

10 the E:
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it filled with
tenauls of one kind or other.

amidst this loxuri of sees an

gether, though the general appearance of the forest is, ex-|ning bolts will y oug g ubj

cept as regards the size of the trees which compose it, very | tearing great oxeninn, as in a Cornish church, where aper-
mueh like that of & wood at home, siill the most cursory | tures were ma

examination will not fail to shew samething very unlike any | ches deep, and as if cut out by art, In other instances small

life which it dis-|in this fashion, without a

bad been charged with gunpowder. The stone pinnacle of
a chureh in Cornwall was struck by lighteing, and one frag-
wer | weighing three handred pounds was hurled sixty yarde
10 the southwa-d, another lour hundred yards to the north,
and a thivd 10 the svuth-west. Tn 1838 the top-gallant mast

m are covered with the strangest-look- | of Her Majesty’s ship Rodney was literally cut into chips

ing creepers and parasites which elothe the stem and festoon | by o flash of lightning, the sea being strewn with the frag-

the boughs ; and occasionally we come to a tree in full | ments as if the carpenters had been sweeping their shavings

flower, which, if it be partially isolated, so as 1o admit of | overboard. Sometimes, in striking a tree or mast, the elec-

its being seen from below, affords one of the most beautiful | tric fluid will slice it into long shreds or filaments, so that

Alto- | it will appear like a hoge br::.u; or nbo::dlo xof‘hihuk.‘ Light-
J

by
e in the solid wall of the belfry fourteen in-
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holes are drilled which are surprising for their p

THE INDIAN DRAIN OF GOLD.

India has been charged with draiding Europe of its
gold and silyer for the fourteen centuries between the
time of Pliny and that of Columbus. It plundered
Europe when Europe had no America to replenish its
coffers. It plundered it in the same way when it had, and
now it is plundering it worse than ever, although the
gold of California and Australia have been added to the
gold and silver of Potosi. For the benefit of the thought-
less we shall give a short explanation, which we hope
msay tend to disabuse them of a very foolish preposses-
sion, for such, beyond all doubt, is the alleged drain of
the precious metals :—Gold and silver no more constitute
the wealth of a nation than do iron, copper, or tin, but
they do, like these, form a part of its wealth. Like
these, and like, indeed, every urpreciuted commodity,
they have their specific uses. They are used for plate
nnd’for ornaments, but their chief use is as a medium of
commercial exchange, s purpose for which their high
u¥, durability, and divisibility peculiarly suit them.
For this last purpose, their use is of a similar nature to
that of the writing and figdres with which we keep our
accounts. We could not without great inconvenience do
withoat them, but we could certainly dispense with them
with far less inconvenience than we could with iron or
copper, or perhaps even with tin. /If nature had not
furnished them to us, we should certainly be put to awk-
ward shifts, but that would be all. In order to under-
stand what is to follow, we premise that the different
metals which may be used as money depend on the social
state of the community concerned. Our ancestors in the
time of Julius Cassar used iron rings. The Romans be-
gan with eopper, and then as they advanced used silver,
and finally both gold and silver. Our standard, as the
wealthiest people in the world, is gold, while silver and
copper are with us, mere counters. Such is now also tha
case with the Anglo-Saxons of Ameriea. The French,
who have a double standard of gold and silver, and are
now strug%ling against its inconvenience, will soon be
driven to follow our example, for their silver is rapidly
draining off to India. The universal standard of the
poorer peo'i}e of Asia, from the Black to the Yellow Sea,
18 silver. The gold and silver which are beyond our own
wants at home we send abroad, and during the last year
we have sent to India and China probably not less than|
fourteen millions worth, consisting almost wholly of
gilver; and this is & sum certainly equal in value to the
whole produce of the gold of Australia within the same
time. This is the drain which is supposed to rob us oﬁ
our wealth ; but it is clear that it 1s no more s drai
than our exﬁort of iron, copper, tin, or any other com-
modity of which we have a surplus to dispose of. Silver
goes to India and China, becsuse it is, at present, by
some 10 per cent more valuable in those countries, than
in England, and it flows from America to England be
cause it is more valuable in England than in America.
There is no robbery or loss of wealth to any party con-

A NEW MOTIVE POWER.

Material foree is the life of the world. Tt is that which
modifies matter into endlessly diversified forms, motions and
conditions, and evolves the wonderful results that surround
us. Without it there could be no varieties nor properties of
matter ; neither colors nor motions, not & veice nor & sound.
As in pature, so it is in the arts. Force is everything to
them. All our machives, simple or ed, are merely
agents to employ it. Without it they are as useless as feot
and fingers 1o the dead. And as the richoess ana variety of
nature’s works depend on her modifications and applications
of force, so is the character of human arts determi by the
motive agents employed. Till recent times three only were
in dse—animals, water and wind. Little over a century has
elapsed pince steam was introddced, and within the last fifty
years it has imparted an impulse to human progress unex-
ampled in the history of the past.

Eu\ the moral are not less than the physical effects of
steam, and pot the least is the belief it has induced that
there exist, and the stimulus it has given to find out, other
agents equally potent and more economical than iteelf.
That the arts and manufactures of civilized nations have ar-
rived at a stage when a more portable power is desirable, no
one doubts; and that there are other available sources of
force is unquestionable. The ebject of yesearch, then, is a
legitimate one, fraught, as it is, with promises of the high-
est import to h ity. No imp in bani
however great in themselves and ben~ficent in their li-
cation, can compare with the discoverywf a motor lhnm
supersede steam or be received as a coadjutor of steam.

The latest attempt st the great probiem is that of Prof.
Vergnes, of this city, who recently inviicd a large number
of gentlemen to wilness his solution of it at the Crystal
Palace. One before i g what it is.  All
forces are traceable, directly or inditectly, to fluid or paseous
matter, and theve are indications that they have relation to
tenuity in the motive maiier. ¢ !l cventa, the imponder-
able floids—if electricity, galvanism, and their cognates, be
such—infinitely. surpass in velocity and intensity all others.
The motor of Professor Vergues is an electro-magnetie
one. Imagine a number of soft iron arms, resembling oar
blades, revolving on a herizontal axis, with their place fases
close to, but not touching walle of wire, which walls are
electro magnets, and yon liave the outlines of the machine.
Nothing eould well be more simple—a feature of the device
highly ereditable to its author. There were two machines
in operation—a table model and one estimated as equal w0
about ten horses. It is said 10 run at a cost of only $2 per
working day of ten hours, and that this is diminished one-
half by deducting the value of the sulphate of zine produced
by the battery.

Profi V.isa g of talent, and a pleasing d{
mounstrator. By diagrams and algebraic formulas he ex-
plained the principles and advaniages o lis discovery, and
ingenuously invited his audience to scrutinize every point,
as truth alone was-hidiobject. Nothing else con endyre.
The exposition was, however, rather of the construetion
then a demodstratign of the practical valoe gf the motor.
For this purpese he is preparing it to saw tfriber, when it
will be ascertained to what extént it possesses the most
essential of qualities. i
There is one point whigh, from its practical besring, we

cerned, but, on the contrary,a fair and profitable ex-
change. To keep at home, if that were possible, all the|
gold and silver we import would be to maintain not only
an but a pernici hoard. It would be like
cramming our warehouses with textile fabries and metals
which we did not want, and refusing to exchange them
for what we did want. ‘It would be Adam Smith’s
simile of keeping more pots and pans than we had food
to cook. Indeed, it would be more absurd. Suppose,
for example, we had, were it possible, kept all the gold
and silver we bave imported since the Culifornian and
Australisn discoveries, the amount would by this time
have probably been some fourfold over and above our
wants. lndc&»endent of the coet of maintaining the
monster hoard, the result would be'a fourfold price of
every commodity that gold and silver represented. The
loaf of bread, instead of ninepence, would cost 3s., acd
our exorbitant prices would cut us off from all foreign in-
tercourse. Our present exports of £120,000,000 would
cease, and so of course would our imports, since no
foreigner would take our goods. No more gold and
silver would assuredly come into a country where they
were at a depreciation of seventy-five per cent. The only
advantage we should derive would consist in cheaper
trinkets and chumr plate. A silver tea-pot which now
costs £10 might be bad for perbaps.60s, and a marriage
ring for which we pay 10s would be had for half-ascrown
—a precious compensation for our folly. Bt to return
to India and China. Our principal export of silver at
present is to these countries, and why it is so is readily
explained. As we have already stated, it is, with the
exception of small change in eopper, zine, or shells, the
sole currency of every eountry of Asia. They have no
paper money to substitute for it, and few bills of ex-
change, and the consequence is that their consumption of
silver is large proportioned to their small wealth. Hin-
dustan and all the countries in its neighbourhood, which
bave been represented for ejghteen centuries as the
special sink of the precious metals, have ng silver mines
of their own, and must of necessity receive silver from
abroad, and they do receive it (at present, chiefly through
us), exsctly in the sam® mjanner in which they receive
copper and tin, which they largely consume, but of which
they are as destitute as of the two precious metals.
India, then, is no more a sink of silver than it is of cop-
per'and tin—indeed it is bardly o greater sink of the
rroclou- metals than England itself, which produces very
ittle and imports & vast deal. But besides, India is at
present exporting & great deal of its own produce and
lmfor(ing much less of ours. We export to it about
£11,000,000 worth ; and in indigo, cotton, corn, sugar,
and sowe thirty minor products, we import at least £18,
000,000 worth. The balance must be paid in silver.
Again, the construction of railways is proceeding in
India with English ughl to the amount of many mil-
lions, and this has to be sent in the shape of bullion.
Silver is at this moment more than 10 per cent dearer in
India than in Ena::nd, and as long as this is the case ex-
portation from latter to the former is sure to con-
tinue. The case of Chins is somewhat different although
similar. 1t has mines both of gold and silver, and there-
fore, proportioned to wealth and numbers, requires a
smaller forcign supply. At t, however, it is ex-
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than India, and has been as'often an exporter of
them as an importer, For a score of years, and down to
1851, it exported to the yearly amount of a couple of
millions, and we ourselves, in form of a contribution,
carried off a round six millions, nearly the whole in na-
tive silver. M.Muh'mokynnmhh place in
due time,and then, there assuredly follow an in-

consum; Indian products and British
manufactures.—. 4

Tus Bomsarvizg.+This is a name given to a
species of beetle, ki by its head and thorax be-
ing brick red, and its body of a bluish hue. When
a person attempts to catch it, he is surprised by a
discharge resembling p popgun, accompanied with a
:::tof-noh,of‘:.'.‘kn ished with a suffi-
nt quantity to twent; in succession.
If this chances to get inuuhzir eyes, it will make
them smart as if they had bathed them with brandy.
Its chief enemy is a Leﬂh. larger than itself, whi
hunts it without mercy. As it finds it im) le to

ment stupefied with surprise, the bombardier endeav-
,’W'.'f".l“'“"'m‘w . Ed-q v

»

rrﬁng. and chiefly in the m staples of tea and silk, | P

escape by speed of foot, it stops short and awaits its| ¥
pursuer ; but just as he .is about to seize it, he is
saluted with a discharge, and while he is for a mo-

would submit with deference 10 Professor V. It is this:
Passing over the number uf batteries (there were twenty,
esch containing sixteen rather large cells,) and the incrggs-
ing ratio of velocity over the number applied, in each r:t,
was not every increase of velocity accompanied with a cor-

2 diture of the motive materials? A sleam
engine, at ordinary work, draws on the boiler, say twenty
times a minute, atd when'its velocity is doubled its drafts
on the boiler are doubled—th ication being opened
twice for each revolution. Does not the same thing occur
with the new machine. The batteries are charged with
motive materials like boilers, and is not virtue drawn from
them at every revolution of the axis, no maiter what the
velocity may be?

PURE AIR AND SLEEP.

Dr. Arnott, in bhis Physics, states that a canary bird
suspended near the top of a curtained bedstead where per-
sons are sleeping, will generally be found dead in the mor-
ning from the effecis of carbonic acid gas, generated in res-
piration. He set forth this as a faet, 10 show the neccasity
of breathing pure air in sleeping apariments and a sweoping
argument against the old-fashioned high ined bedsieads.

A healthy man respires about twenty times in a2 minute,
and inhales in that period about seven hundred cubic inches
of air; this he exhales sgain in the form of carbonic socid
gas and water, which vitiates the atmosphere. Threc and
one-half per cent. of carbonic acid gas in the air rendars it
unfit for the support of life; this shows how necessary it is
1o provide a supply of pure air for the support of respiration.

here are also certain facts which go 1o prove that more
danger exists—that there is a greater proneness to disease—
during sleep than in the waking state. In Turkey and
Hindostan, if a person falls asleep in the neighbourhood of
a poppy field over which the wind is blowing towards him,
he is liable to ¢ sleep the sleep which knows no waking.”

‘The peasants of lialy who fall asleep in the neighbour-
hood of the Pontine marshes are invariably smitten with
fever. Even travellers who pass the night in the Campagna
du Roma inevitably become more or less affected with the
noxieus air, while those who pass through without stopping
escape the marsh fever. Those who have travelled in tro-
pical elimes, and who have been attacked with bilious fi vers,
uniformly ascribe the cause of their sufferings to night ex-
posure in the open uir.

An English wraveller in Abyssinia has asserted thet he
could live in health in that sickly climate, by a proper selec-
tion of the situation where he slept every night.

There is abundant evidence, it would appear, which goes
to prove that by proper autention to the place where, and
the circumstances under which persons sleep, many diceases
may be avoided.— Scientific American.

Tue SviTan’s Treasures.—Marshall Pellisier, during
his stay at Constantinaple, was condueted to the kiosk which -
contains the royal treasures of the Turkish Sultans. The
visitor's is first d by the throne of Kei
Kaouis, Sultan of Keniah in 1245, which is of solid silver,

d with lled d of the g beauty, re-
ing the th and of the Kings of Persia
in olden time. -It is surrounded on every side with eloth of
gold, and the cushions are of criweon velvet, embroidered
with pearls aud precious stones. Close 10 it are 10 be seen
the shield and sabre which Soltan Amurath wore when he
made his tri hal entry into Ci inople afier his ex-
pedition.  These arms are dezuling with diamonds,
their side is the ous box which contained the Koran,
and which the Sultan Suleyman carvied with him during his
The Jid is covered with jewels of

umpli’u. , ameng
which is a turquoise in the shape of an almond of immense
size. To the end of the eord which served to the
box is fixed an 2g. In another

part of the yoom are
tans formerly woére in
rul




