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PROCEEDINGS

being as rethote from New Glasgow as Halifax is
from the most remote portion of ithe Western par:
of Nova Scotia;—for this reason it was proposed
that the cpnnection should be maintained on the
completion of the Railwuy by a line of steamers,
without which the Island would derive from that
work no advantage whatever. It was true that
all the counties of the Province at present received
larger sums from the treasury than heretofore, but
by taking a comparative view it would be seen that
the claims of the Island counties were almost over-
looked and ignored, and yet when these claims
were presded upon the attention of the House the
spsacial grants made from time to time were refer-
Ted to 28 being a great booun to Cape Breton,

Mr. MiLLER said that if the Government felt
digposed to act in every matter as they had promis-
ed to act in the distribation of the Cape Lreton
Crown Land monies, he wou'd be well satisfied
with their conduct.

PETITIONS

Mr. MiLLER presented to the House the pe-
titions handed by him to the Government yesier-
day, respecting the location of the Railway Depot
at New Glasgow. He intimated that the Govern-
ment had already come to a conclusion that was,
in all probability, favorable to the prayer of the
petitions.

Mr. BLACKWOOD presented a petition f-om
Robert Logan and thirty others asking aid for a
Bridge across Wallace River, which, he said, was
of great importance. :

Mr. CoLin CampBELL introduced a bill to in-.
corporate the Trastees of the Infirm Ministers’
Fund of the Western Baptist Association of Nova
Scotia. .

Also, a petiion for a breakwater in Digby
County.

Also, a petition from Mr. Potter, of Smith’s
Cove, asking remuneration for certain services
performed.

Also, a petition from Jobn O’Brien, asking re-
muneration for clearing river obstructions.

Also, a petition from E. W. Potter, a Way
Office keeper, askivg an increase of salary.

Hon. Mr. McCFARLANE presented a petition
from Job Seaman and others, for an amendment
of the Militia Law. He said it appeared that a
number of laborers, afier performing Miiitia duty
in the other Prevince were accustomed to come
over for employment, and having crossed the
border, they were again ealled on to discharge the
same duty in this vinee. These individaais
felt this to be & serious pressure, and the country
was also deprived of their labor.

The petition was referred to the Committee on
Militia Affuirs, .

Mr. 8. McDoxxxLL presented a petition from
-the Comaty of Inverness, complaining of the Act
;upidng the ¢wo Presbytarian bodies, and ob-ained
leave to_introduce a bill in accordance with the
prayer

THE HALIFAX HOBSE RAILWAY. .
_.Hon, Prov. SEC’Y. 1aid on the table, in reply
to'%n enqsxy of Mr. Arehibald, the specification
in conneciion with the Picton Railway, and ex-
,plaived some alterstions whieh appeared on the

face of it. Also, other papers on the same
subject. -

Also, a petition which had been submitted to
the Government by Messrs. Joseph Conlon and
others, asking compensation for dimages occa-
sioned to them by the herse railway in Halitax.
He suggested that this petition be referred to the
Railway Committee.

Mr. S. CampBELL asked whether the Prov. Se-
cretary was serious in suggesting that this petition
be referred to committee? It was hard to say
where sach applications woald end if the House
allowed its time to be consumed with such mat-
ters.

Hon Prov. SEc'Y replicd, that in the transac-
rion of public business he wes always serious.
The Legislature had thought fit to pass an actin-
corporating & number of gentlemen who desired
to introduce a horse rai'way, and some of Her
Majesty’s liege suhjects thought they had sustain-
ed pecuniary damage thereby. It was the right
of every person to come to the House by petition,
stating a grievancs wh:ch had arisen oat of legis-
lation. He would not say that the Government
endorsed the petition, but he thought the public
in‘erests would be safe in the hands of the com-
mittes, and the parties wou'd have the satisfaction
of having their claims investigated.

Mr. PrYor said he would be sorry that the
House should deny a heariog to any petition ad:
dressing the House ia respectful language. He
felt it uue to bear testimony to the respectability
of the memorialists and to ask a reforence to the
committee.

Mr. SHANNON said that there{were scme pecu-
culiar facts connccted with the petition : a num-
ber of years ago the Government had imported a
pumber of ompibuses, and for a while had ran
them at their own expense, but finding the busi-
ness unprofitable, the vehicles were sold to the pe-
titioners with the understanding that, at least, so
long as the omnibuses lasted, they would be un-
disturbed in the waffic.

Mr 8. CampeErLL said that every cab driver
would have a right to come and muke a similar
complaint.

Mr. ToBiN ¢aid that the petitioners were ex-
couraged, and indeed solicited by the Govern-
ment to go to a very large expense in buying
stock for the carriage of freight and passengers to
the depot. Alter they had been engsaged in the
business for some time and when they were just
beginning to derive a profit from it, a company
obtained a chartcr to lay down a line of railway
which would monopolise the iraffic The ques-
tion, therefore, suggdested itself, whethcr these par-
ties, haviog given certrin accomodasiion to the
public, had not a good c'aim for compensation.

MR. ARCHIBALD 8aid he presumed that the
object of referring the petition would be to get
information as to the facts. It was quite clear
that a grant of remuueration would open a
door to very extensive applications; for the
same inconvenience had been felt on the Pic-
tou and Apnapolis stage lines, and if the Gov-
ernment should even snbsidize a steamboat
some parties wounld be found putting in a
claim. Although the present demand might
be a small one yet it was the little end of a



