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It may be mid comparatively, that while Great 
Britain fa finished, the United States are but jnat 
commenced, and that money will command, for 
the next hundred years, on an average, not le* 
than seven per cent per annum interest.

As a matter at course, the less the rates of in­
terest, the greater the annual premium must be ; 
and the greater the rate of interest, the lot the 
premium ."and, and the fund on which annuities 
rest. r

Was not this last suggestion well founded, the 
largest life company in this State, and such com­
panies aa have followed (as far as they could) their 
example, roc Id not practice life insurance so liber­
ally. They avail themselves of the highest 

'American standards and the best of security.
When the State of New York reduces its legal 

standard of interest d< dn to five per rent per an­
num, and can fund its own debt at five per rent 
per annum, and other States and the nation can 
fund their debts at the stone rate, it would seem 
reasonable to force life inaurance <-oni|siuiea down 
to that rate of interest in making computations, 
but such an event is so far in the future, as to 

’exonerate any anxious official from all responsibil­
ity for the hereafter in this particular.

F1BE RECORD. [

Moxtreai, Aug. 28. —I have only one fire to re­
port, m: the out-buildings of three houses in 
St Elisabeth Street ; the back )»rta of two of 
the bouses were seriously injured. The total 
damage will amount to about $4,000 ; the in­
surance was in the British America, but what that 
Office will lose is not yet ascertained.

Hi ■

Ixsvra.nie Deposit*. —The Scottish Provincial 
Insurance Comjiany has replaced the British three 
per cent, coneolidsted an unties, provisionally de­
posited with the Receiver General by a cash deposit 
of £10,309 5s sterling. 1A license has accordingly 
been issued Itearing date July 31st The I»ndon 
k Lancashire Life Assurance Company has a cash 
deposit of $60,171.93, and has received a license.

Rail trait Mnrs.

Northern Railway.—Traffic Receipt* for 
week ending 15th Anguet, 1868.

Paasenm-ra............................ $2.586 45
Freight....... :........................ 6,647 04

260 54Mail* and sundries............

Total receipts for week.......
Corresponding week 1867..

$8,494 03 
10,678 40

Decrease...... ....... $2,184 37

Great Western Railway.— 
ending 7th August, 1868.

_. ramgm..........................
Freight and live stock.......
Mails and sundries.............

-Traffic for week

$29,452 91 
25,460 89 
2,042 75

Corresponding Week of ’67.
$56,956 55 

62.652 20

Decrease............. $5,695 65

<f ommrrriat.

Montreal Curves pende nee.

(From our own Correspondent. )
Montreal, 25th Aug., 1868.

Since my last business in some branches shews 
signs of awakening activity, but, with the excep­
tion of Dry Geoda, the fall trade will scarcely set 
in before the end of next month, and although the 
volume of bnsiurw done in Canada may be equal 
to that of last rear, still, I doubt if Montreal indi­
vidually will do its usual amount. This is caused

by the direct importations to the west lieing larger 
than usual, and Toronto in trying its liest to secure 
as much as possible of the country trade which 
bas usually been transacted here ; freights and 
money have both been cheap, ami your large mer­
chants have always been jealous of our monopoly, 
so it would seem that they have taken a more than 
usually strong stand to wrest the western trade 
from Montreal, and their «Arris must effect us to 
a certain extent, still, Montreal being the great 
monetary centre, the bulk of busiuew must lie 
transacted here. The weather for the last week 
hasheeu hot and dry. This Will enable farmers to 
secern their late crops in splendid condition.

Our PkSMTCI market lias been very quiet. 
Buyers and sellers differing widely in their esti­
mate ttf values. Strong linker's flour has receded 
to $7.50, ami a sale of 1000 brls.. City brand, was 
mads to day, for Septemb* delivery at $5.75. 
Holders are anxious to work off their light stocks 
while prices continue high, having lost faith in 
their remaining so; the lew flour, when Irrought 
forward, will find a comparatively empty market, 
and both buyers and seDcrsj will be able to start 
from a new stand point, wiithout any particular 
lass on either aide in the way of accumulation of 
old stock. Notliutg dbiug in wheat Peas sell by 
the car at $1.50 per 60 lbs. ; Oats at 53c. to 65c. 
per 32 lbs, snd Corn et 81c. to 82c. per 56 llw. for 
mixed western. These prices are nominal. For 
dairy produce, the demand for shipment continue*. 
Butter is scarce, anil commands readily 17c to 21c., 
according to quality; should the dry weather con­
tinue, I fear the pri<-e will rule high during the 
fall, as buyers from here have scoured moat parts 
of the country, securing the farmer’s present stocks, 
and also to a considerable extent their future make, 
at long price*. - The demand' for Cheese for ship­
ment to England still continues, and all offering 
is readily picked up at 10 to 10 j for factory. Were 
it not for Ashes, Butter and Cheese, our steamers 
would have to go light to Quebec to load deals, as 
there is nothing else in the way of freight offering. 
The rates of freight, at present are, to Liver)tool— 
no grain—Pot ashes, 25s. ; Pearls, 30a. ; Butter, 
45s. ; Cheese, 35s. ; to Glasgow, Butter and Cheese 
same as to Liveroool, Pot*, 20a. ; Pearls, 30s. 1
give receipts of flour here from 1st Jan. to 19th of 
August.

1867. 1868.
280,256 brls. 297,586 brls Increase 17,280 brls.
Shipments of dh. for same period.

1867. 1886.
272,952 brls. 276,682 brls. ; Increase .1,680 brl*.
Groceries.—A lively business has been done! in 

teas, the demand falling chiefly on unvolored 
Japans of medium to fine qualities, good Young 
Hysons, Gunpowders and Twankays, of the latter 
there is scarcely any on the market and full prices 
would be ]taid. Sales during the week amount to 
between 2,500 to 3000, half chests all sorts, and 
prices are well maintained. Rather more doing in 
sugar, hut prices are scarcely so firm, 100 Iihds. 
good Barbadoes sold to-day at 7jc, 7 to 8c. is 
about the range for common to good grocers’ qual­
ities. The refineries hmre not altered their rates. 
Tobaccos are quiet, but very firmly held, manu­
facturers finding it imjnsaihle to turn out goods at 
last spring price*, owing to all advance of nearly 
100 per cent on leaf. A New York company are 
erecting a very large fac tory here amt promise to 
drive an extensive business. It will be in opera­
tion in Oc tôlier. The demand for most other 
staples has been fair, and prices generally are Well 
mamtainbd.

Fuel—There is a strong feeling of anxiety as to 
the prolwMe range of prices of this important ar­
ticle during the coming winter. Good U. C. 
maple is worth already $7 bn the wharf, and 
although Lower Canada wood can lie Isiught 
cheaper, still the quality is inferior and the length 
very irregular. 14 is to lie hoped that the vilst 
peat Iwds which exists in all parts of the province 
will ultimately reduce the prioe of fuel.

I>ry Gootis.—All the importers have now fully

opened out their stocka, and although the tall 
importation* have Wn comparatively light, still 
the assortment ia excellent. I give the imports 
front lut January to 30th June :

IM7. ! las. . J
^ ..A... #2,062,897 01.5*8,901 tj

........I... 1.791,826 1,MS, 861
Milks, *tov  ........ . 898,080 aa, 806

Mill................... * to,096,166
Shewing a decrease of $1,175,732, or aliout 30 per 
cent. Couhl I give the figures for July and Au­
gust the falling off would be «till more mark*!. 
The trade is likely to be a healthy one, prices of 
staples will rule firm, aa they cannot be laid down 
below present rates. Prospect* in England look 
bright for n large and healthy trade, which k 
alwaka the case when provisions rule low. Tin 
prices of cotton have also steadied, the market 
having recovered from its extreme depression a*d 
niantfacturera feel more confidence in operating; 
thk Will give a letter tone to- our market Re­
mittance* have tweu by no uieana satisfactory of 
late, Imt alter the harvest, when money circulates 
more freely* a change for the better may lie ex- 
poêlai, t j t

la reale Market.
Large receipt* of Barley daring the week have 

given m goo,l deal of activity to the produce trade, 
and caused. a freer circulation of money, IHji 
favorable effect on the general retail trade ia eapaei- 
ally noticeable. Judging from all the indicatiojw 
.that have coaie to our notice, we think a more 
favorable view is taken of the pro*|s-vta of the tall 
trade than was entertained a fortnight since. The 
early communément made will favorably affect the 
aggregate result.

IJlfr Gonpa.—Matters remain as reported lost 
week. Very few buyers hare yet viaited this 
market ; the trade roust, however, soou vommeaea.

PrOIivcE.-— ll'keat.—There were no receipts of 
wheat of any ronaequrm e, aud the market k new 
bare with only a small local demand. Midge-propf 
iya* cflered at $1.45, but low Is of the same variety 
s.ild ini thestrect at $1.32. Fall is «tiered at $1.50; 
no transactions. Barley. —A rough estimate plae L 
the receipts for the week, by teams and by rail, j 
60,000 bush. ; the ehipincnti were 39,000 buahe" 
Business has been priuei|i*lly confined to porch 
of wi^-gon Usuis on the stn-et, where |iri>-e* op 
at $1.04 to $105, aud with slight fluctuations < 
tinned in the neigh hourhood of tlieae figures, final­
ly closing at $1.05 to $1.06 ; several ear lot* sold 
at $li05. <)ats—Steady and dull at 50 to 52c.S 
sale* of cam at 50c. for new Receipts 1,190 bush. 
Then- is an abundant supjdy in market with only 
a small demand. Peas.—No receipts or stock* 
-FliH R.—Receipts 750 brlx., and 500 hna. last 

week. The market is dull and nominal with ouly 
a small local business doing. There is no shipping 
demand. No. 1 sujierfine is nominal at $6.25 t« 
$6.50 ; extra $7 ; superior extra $7.25. Ootaual 
—In amal! supply and selling in n retail way at 
$6.50., Bran—$13 to $14 per ton at the milk.

Provision*,— Batter—Is scarce but the demand 
for export ha» slackened owing to the high prices 
naked by holders ; from 17 to 20o. would now be 
jiaid for good tub. ( 'hresr—Firm with some demand 
at 10 to 104* with little doing. Byys—ln twttef 
supply and selling wholesale at 10c. C at meats.— 
No stacks ; nominal.

Freights.—A number of veaaels have lieen 
chartered to Oswego at Sje. V. S. currency. TUN 
Baltic was charte nil for Toledo on private terms. 
There ia very little freight* except barley and 
lunilier, moving just now. Tlie steamer* running 
to Montreal have had a dull Season, and had to be 
routent with, amall profits. Freight* by railway 
unchanged, f
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DnjRniT AND MtlW.tVKKK RAILWAY.—TW 

first niortgagit I winds of this Company falling due 
May 16th, 187^ payable in New York, semi-an­
nual interest at seven ]er cent., are offered at 88 
and interest.
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