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PRESIDENT ELIOT ON EDUCATION.

Not many years ago the equipment of the best of our
Canadian mining schools consisted essentially of ‘‘a
blackboard and a piece of chalk.”’ There are men still
in the prime of life who were pioneers in other branches
of applied science in this country. If we consider Cana-
dian history to have begun at the time of the American
revolution of 1776, when the people of the northern
half of the continent became distinet politically from
those of the southern, it took over a hundred years for
our people to learn that the old educational system of
Europe was not adapted to the needs of a young coun-
try. For nearly a century our system of higher educa-
tion at least was based on that of the old world. Atten-
tion was given merely to book-learning, which resulted
chiefly in memory training. It is true that the sciences
were taught in our universities, but the methods of in-
struction were similar to those employed in the classics.
Practical work was not encouraged. For instance, in
1853, when the late Dr. Chapman began his work as
Professor of Mineralogy and Geology in the University
of Toronto, his request for laboratory facilities met with
refusal from the board of trustees. He was told that
practical work was out of place in a university and that
he was to teach by book methods.

However, during the latter part of the century refer-
red to, changes of view in methods of education were
taking place abroad. Herbert Spencer’s ‘‘Education’’
was published in 1860. ‘It is a vindication of the study
of nature and the rightful supremacy of science in edu-
cation. It proves that the latest and most highly
evolved form of knowledge is the best, both for guid-
ance of life and for the discipline of the mental pow-
ers.”” This book had a profound influence. It crystal-
lized the more or less hazy ideas that had begun to be
held by certain educationists and others. The contro-
versy is still waged, but muech more mildly, as to the
comparative merits of the so-called ‘‘cultural’’ studies
and science or utilitarian subjects.

Mining engineering can scarcely be said to be classed
as a profession in Britain. It is considered infra dig for
sons of “‘society people’’ to take up the study of mining
or metallurgy, although Britain owes her standing
among the nations as much, if not more, to her engineers
and men of science as to any other class. Mining engin-
eering there is classed as a trade and its members as
mechanics. Tt is considered quite proper, however, for
a man of the highest social position to occupy the post

of dummy director on the board of a mining company. -

At the present time the Dominion Government’s
Royal Commission on Technical Education is holding
sessions in various parts of the country. For this reason
and owing to the fact that false views concerning the
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