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Improve The Country School

“The sew cousntry house and the new
country sehool are Lhe forres thal must
mould & richer country lie” So wriles
Me. 0. ). Kern. Superiatendent of rursl
schouls in Winnelage County, Minels,
s man who s of the |~v“-|v and whoe has
given ten years of his life in the improve-
ment of the country schoole of his district
in the old state of Hlineis and has reached
s potdylag suceess. But how are we

anitobe and what have we done lo
envich the lle of our comatry child?
It s true our farmers have prospered
and everywhere one sow sees splendid
and commodious dwellings and farm
bulldings, in many cnses adorned with
sature’s handeomest material, trees
equipped with all modern conveniences
both in the houses and farm buildings,
ol modern machinery and in many
cates Lhe best and most improved breeds
of stock. The new couniry home, %0
far ss s material side s concerned,
s being looked after and is on the way

Put what have the same people, the
farmers’ done for Lheir schools?

Practically nothing.

The country school today in Manitoba,
taken w8 & class s in much the mame
condition as it was 23 years ago. The
tenching s little or no better and the
equipment, which was Lhen new, is now
in bundreds of cases newrly worn oul.
Truly our country schouls have not
kept pace with the development of the
country bome. Our larmers have or
ganized all their industries and are con-
stantly studying how they may complete
and make 1 organizations more
effective. They have The Horse Breed-
ery’ Association, The Pure Bred Cattle

Bretders’ Association, The Grain Grow-
ers’ Amsociation, and even the witry
breeders bave organized Uheir F-’mlhy
Associations. They have great [lairs
and exhibutions for these organizalions
and hold great convenlions. The muni-
cipalities have organizged their Municipal
Union and from all these united forces
t good is wrought for the material
interest represented.
Obsolete Methods

During all this improveme$t and or-
ganization, what bas been dine for the
country school? What organizations have
the people made who are most interested
in Uhis institution?

Practically none.

The country school and its influence
‘and hoard of three trustees is the same
small, isolated, unlovely institution it
was 25 years ago, with a few exceptions.
No study seems (o bave been made by
our farmers of what may Le dove and is
being dume elsewbere to organize and
improve that country school, and when
our farmers get wealthy, as they are now
duing, and desire an improved education
for their children, they leave the guld
mine of the farm and move inlo the
cities and towns or else send their chil-
dren Lhere sl grest expemse for Unt
education which will put them on an
equal footing with the child of the cities
and towns. The usual result follows,
that these children never return to that
mine of health, independence and wealth,
which was the foundation of the oppor-
tunity Lthey go to the city to enjoy.
This bringd up a consideration of the
relative pusition of the town, city and
evuntry school,

Is there any comparison which may
be made Let ween Lhe wolated, vueroomed
country school and the greal cily schoul

ten or twelve departments? Can
they be compared in equipwent, in
elliciency, in lenching alility? If so,
why do our furmers move into the tlowns
and cities or send Lheir childrea to the
schools Lhere, whenever and so soun as
they can afford it? Truly there is no
cumparison whatever. lo cunnection with
this also should be considered the cust
to the ple of the education being
got in Lthe town or city school and in
the counlry school. The following are
some ligures taken from the published
returas of sehouls in Maniloba in 1v0s,

Lhe last year for which complete returns

have up to date Leen published.

“Thou shalt Enrich and Enlarge the Life
of the Country Child” : :: ::

By Hon. G. R. Coldwell, Minister of Educatior, Manitoba Coverrment

The cost per pupil in 1908 based o8
the average sttendance was in
Winnigeg, 9 00
Brandon, 0808
Portage la Praivie, $00.0)
While in 88 rural diciriets taken ot
randem and ol for the purpose of this
compilation, and seattered vver the »hde

provinee, the cost jor pupdl was MO
hie s more than doulle the st in
the three cities mentiveed. Whea we
compare the results obinined from this
grently incrensed expenditure with that
obisined in the oty schoods, the oot
e the prople in the country districts
produces & still grewter disparity

The ahove romparison of cosl main-
taine in Manitola in all our eountry
districts when placed alungeide the town
and ety schoods. Bat  Manitoba s
sl dingular in this respeet. The ame
thing prevails in the other provinces
of the Dominiva and lhmugL- wl the
United States, escept in places where
they have Yonde an effort to improve it

Yeurs ago our neighbors Lo the south

Hon. G. R. COLDWELL,
Minlster of Edueation, Frovince of Manitoba

of us woke up to the idea that the country
child was entitled to, and should have,
the same educational advaniages as
the city child. In Canada our people,
with few exceplivns, have been sower
to renlize the pusition of the country
child and consequently to try and im-
prove Lhat condition educationally. One
most  publicspirited citizen, however,
was found who saw the condition and
had the means to do something to remed
it. In Sir W Macdonald, of .\l-mlrv-u{.
Canada found a bLenelactor after the
style of the great American who foanded
and equipped the Stout Agiicultural
High Schoul at Menominee, Wiscunsin,
and an lndustrial liigh School at Fair-
haven, Mass.; two schouls which are
said by experts Lo be the best on the

Americnn continent. Sir Willlam Mae-
donald ahout the your 1008 made o
splendud offart in Canads 1o bring home
o the farmers of luur of our enslers
provinces » hat might be done o improve
their vuuntry selunds and 16 ghve the
tvuniey child the smme odurnt
sdvantage that the lown and oity
hae That this might be dune,
William has cleurly demonsiratiend. Can
the same thing e done | war country
ehild in Manitola? We think 0 and
the Departoent of Edurntion of owr
provinee thinks 00 and s enrrying o0
8 vigerous campaign lowards that end
Our people complain of the ineficiency
of their cvuntey sehoul, of the sl
atiendance and the irregularity of ats
tendance, of the pour and indifferent
tenching, and send their children o
the tuwns and cities for & remedy
Inception of New System

Sir William proceeded in 2 husinesslike
way and procured an eduentions] en-
thusdast in the person of Dr. Jas W
Rederison, whe knew bis Cannda from
end 1o end and s sducstional needs
He ed 1o investigete and be found
that in the United States & system had
been started and was working ol satie
factorily which was based on Lhe union
or consolidation of two or more single
roomed country schools inte one large
school of two or more rooms, as the
pecessition of the distriet might require,
and transporting (by teams and vans)
the children to the new or consolidated
school as it was called. lle found that
the plan had originated in the state of
Massachuselts some 20 years belore
and was in operation in over 00 per cont
of the country schools of that state, and,
like the immigrants, had spread west-
ward into Ohbio, lndisna, lincis. Wis
consin, Nebraska, North and South
Dakota, and some 20 other states of
the Union. Sir William and Dr. Robert-
son found that it met the diffcultios
that our country schools were laboring
under and decided to bring it to the
altention of the Conadian people. Sir
William supplied the means and st
Dr. Robertson 1o work. Four places
were selevied, one in ench of the provinces
of Ontario, Nova Scotin, New Urunswick
and Prince Edward ldand, at which
&  demonstration  consolidated  schoul
should be established, and they st to
work and built four new buildings for
this purpose. Now it must not be
lost sight of that the new consolidated
school, in order Lo bring to the country
child the same educational advantages
which the city child enjoyed, required
an  improved course of study. One
adapled to the surroundings and  en-
virunments of the country child, the same
as Lhe vity and lown schools were adapted
and equipped fur the calling and environ-
ment of the lown or city child. Congse
quently, school gardening and nature
study were introduced, corresponding
to the manual training of the city school
andd likewise o cortain nmount of the same
manual training sand also  Domestic
or Houschold science.

Let us now lovk st what was done
and the results.  ln Ontario » maghilicent

TO IMPROVE THE

they display in other interests.

secured.

and lasting.

The farmers must take hold of the school organization work with the energy

The schools must be betler equipped or the children will be sent to the
town schools and the farms be neglected. .
The schools mast be made more home-like and more efficient teachers

Consolidation is the remedy for present evils as shown in the eastern prov-
inces. The cunsolidated schools give the country children the same advantages
as those of the city; they procure regular attendance; they have better teachers;
the school life is more attractive and the benefits to the community are real

COUNTRY SCHOOL

bullding was pul wp wpon »
of the agrivaltuml colbhge farm. I
eontnined some vight reoms,
large sswembly hell which wid weut
some 000 peapler was  cquipped whth
ol wendern smeitary applisnces snd rune

venieners such as are found in the besl
oty sehowds and st upun & large sile
s h benutiful currvundings One would
bave thought that in the immedinte
vieinity of the great larmens” agriewituml
evllege. whic

indeed sald te be e
of the beot, if nt the Lest, thing of its
Kind in the worlll, that the sdurations!
influence Buwing from it should

been sulficient 1o have made the ¢
sehovls el to it s pod and «Bicient
s they should be. We hall see

The cvasdidated sehool was opened
in 1904 At Best Tour comatry districts
were owngdidated In 0t Fight vame
wete sl on as many roules to dea
and deliver the children 1o the aew
ohend, and the lungest roule was ven
miles. The test of eficiency may be
Judgedd Best from two things, vie, the
enrulment in the schoul and the regularity
of sttendonce

Here at Guelph in the old province
of Ontario, U mother of our pulldic
ochoud aystem and the province conlain-
ing the highrst pereentage of Kterney
in _the Dominion, sceunding to the last
census, someth happendd

Before  consdillation the earolment
in the four distriets vared from 118
in January to 184 in June, and afier
consdidation the rnrolment rose to 181
in Januery and 192 in Jume

Belore consolidation the aversge daily
attendance = 39 per cvnl. in January
and 68 per cent. in June, and after
consolidation it was 8784 per eenl.
in January and 01 per ecenl. in June
8o here it was evident that the new school
was duing two of the things necessary
it was bringing out the children to the
schond  and  bringing them  regularly.
A Gtk district came inlo the scheme
later

This was a pure country consolidation

Town Consolidation

Next they wenl to Nova Scotia and

lected what may be culled a town
Im.-.h.lnlmn At Middieton, & town of
aboul 800 people, a similar building was
erected to the one al Guelgh upon four
acres of ground. A similar equipment
and improved courses of study were
provided. Seven rural districts  were
unifed with the town didrict. The
town had 130 children in its own school;
the seven rural districts had 237 childeen
in their schouls, making a total of 367
m the eight districts.

The school was opened in 1003 with
the weunl transportation routes. Mefore
consolilation the enrolment was 367,
with an average duily altendance of
198 or 58 per cenl: afller cgnsolidation
the enrolment rose almost at once to
400 and the average daily attendance
to 78 per cenl.

Next a similar building and erquipment
was pul up st Kingston, New Heruns-
wick, and here it was out in the country
and away from any town or village.
The same improved courses of study
were provided and similar transportation.
The school was opened in 1904 and before
consolidulion Lhe enrolment in the seven
disiricts which were consulidated was
125 and Lhe average daily attendance
was 55 or 44 percent.  After consolidation
the enrolment rose to 170 and the average
duily attendance o 91 per cent.

Next a similar building and equipment
was put up ot Hillsboro in Prince Ldward
Island and containing the same improved
courses of study, and transportatios
Six districts were united in 1005, Before
consulidation the enrvlment was 148
and the average daily atlendance was
60 per cent; after cvnsolidation the en-
rolment rose to 161 and the average
daily attendance to 74.

Now, a little study of these figures
will convince the must sceptical that
these new schools were meeling some
of the difficulties. The children were
being brought out and that regularly.

Continued on page 30.




