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Improve The Country School
*TW saw fwalry he— asd ike sow 

cenalfjf irWi efW tW Iksl s«4
mwald • Hr kef russify life." Hu writes 
Mr. O. J. Krrs mieflalreikiil «I mrsl 
srhoul* is ttiaeehago < owely. IIUe*4*. 
s mss eke U «# Ikr pr«i4r es.l eke kee 
gives tes yes#» of ks life Is Ikr iepmte 
■est ef Ike cwsslry wtool* of hri.li.ln-1 
is Ike ski #Ule u# III*asd ks* rear tod
• gr*t fnag ism—. Bel kee ere we 
is Ms—I eke aed eke I have ee ikse te 
esrirk Ike life el eer wwslry child? 
It le Use eer ferswc* ks«e pc—perod 
ssd every wkere owe saw —ee milrSifld
• s«l cw—SMMÜwwe dwrtliags ssd 1er si 
budding*. is ewey es— sdorsrd silk 
sslsrei ksa ilrs—eel material. trees; 
eqmppad silk ell s—Sera resvrwirwrre 
ketk is Ike k»w— ssd tmtm bwridiag*. 
sll sisdrrs smrtriaeey ssd is —sv 
re— Ike beet ssd swt improved brorsl# 
si etuek. Tke sew cwsslry kwrse. ew 
Isr ee its material able ie rowceesed. 
is brise Imbed slier ssd le es ike wey.

Bel wksl here Ike were people. Ike 
fan—rs* dear 1er ttoir eek—def

Prsetirslly setkieg.
Tke cwsslry erksid today is Masilobs. 

lakes ee e rise ie is week Ike asms 
rosdtlius as it wee li years ago. Tke 
leer kiss ie Mile or ee better asd Ike 
eqeipweel. slurb wee Ikes sew. ie sow 
is kwsdrede sf eseee sewrly were set. 
Truly eer cwsslry ar bouts Wave sot 
kept pace with tke develop west of Ike 
cowslry kome. Osr farmers have er­
gs siard all tkrir industrie» asd are CSS- 
at a ally rtudyiag bow tkey wav complete 
asd siake Ikr— organisations mors 
effective Tkey fcave Tke Horse Breed­
ers' Association. Tke Pare Bred Caille 
Breeders' Association. Tke (irais Grow­
ers’ Association, asd eves Ike powllry 
kreaders keep orgsaiard tkeir Powllry 
AaMislisss. Tkey keee great faire 
ssd eskibitiese far Ikeea orsasiasliosa 
asd b«4d great coaveatiosa. The muni- 
ciimlities have organised their Municipal 
Unies asd from ell these united forces 
greet good is wrought for tke material 
interest represented.

Obsolete Methods
• During all Ibis improvement asd or­
ganisation, what bas been done for the 
cwsslry school? What organisations have 
the people made who are most interested 
is thin institution? .

Practically nose.
Tke coustry school end its influence 

'and board of three trustees is the -ame 
small, isolated, unlovely institution it 
was tS years ego, with a few eiteplions. 
No study seems to have bees made tor 
osr farmers of what may be done and is 
being dose elsewhere to organise and 
improve that country school, sad when 
our farmers get wealthy, as they are now 
doing, and desire aa improved education 
for their children, they leave the gold 
mine of the farm and move into the 
cities and towns uc else send their chil­
dren there at great expense fur that 
education which will put them on an 
equal footing with the child of the cities 
and towns. The usual result follows, 
that these children never return to that 
mine of health, independence and wealth, 
which was the foundation of I he oppor­
tunity they go to the city to enjoy. 
This bring# up a consideration of tbe 
relative position of the town, city and 
Country school.

Is there any comparison which may 
be tna«le between the isolated, vur-ruumed 
country school and the great city school 
of lea or twelve departments? Can 
they lie compared in equipment, in 
elticiency, in leaching ability? If so, 
why do our farmers move into the towns 
and cities or send their children to the 
schools there, whenever and so soon as 
they can afford it? Truly there is no 
comparison whatever. In connection with 
this also should be considered the cost 
to the people of the education being 
got in the town or city school and in 
the country school. The following are 
some figures taken from the published 
returns of schools in Manitoba in lvV8, 
the last year for which complete returns 
have up to date been published.

“Thou shall Enrich and Enlarge the Life 
; : : ; ; of the Country Child ” : : : ; ;
By Hen. G. R. Coldwell, Minister ol Fducatior. Manitoba Cover rirent

TW rot per pupil to I MB based as 
the aveemgr attende see sss is
i Mi»»., eg. HIM

Brand.-, ggg SB.
Pottage la Prairie. H* VI
M'bde is Sf rural did mis lakes at 

random asd Set fur IW pwrpmv uf this 
ewm pda tins, end era tiered over tW elude 
province, the cost |er pai d we» NS AS, 
This ie mere than doul.lv tW fuel is 
tW three rilies meal meed. W hen ee 
compare tW result* obtained from I hi* 
growl I jr isct eased espesditwro with that 
obtained is tW rit» «ebwda, tW e»t 
U IW people in the cwsslry dmtrkts 
produce* a still greater disparity.

TW above rwmpori*cm of rust main­
tains is Manitoba is all osr rowslry 
districts when |dared ebmgride IW lews 
ami nty —lends. But Manitoba is 
Sot singular is Ibis respect. TW une 
thing prevail# is tW other pmxlores 
of ike Dowlaius ami throughout tW 
Veiled Stairs, except is |dacvw a to** 

have Wade as effort (u improve It.
mes Ie the sooth

Ibry Imre Isorle « 
Years ago osr i

Has. O. E. COLO WELL.
Mints— af E4—a Usa. fravteev sf Msakska

of us woke up to tW ides that tW country 
child was entitled to. and should have, 
the same educational advantages as 
the city child. In Canada our people, 
with few exceptions, have bren slower 
to realise the position of tW country 
child and consequently to try and im­
prove that condition educationally. One 
mod public-spirited rilieen. however, 
was found who saw the condition and 
had the means to do something to remedy 
it. In hir W m Macdonald, of Montreal, 
Canaila found a benefactor after the 
style of the great American who founded 
and equipped the Stout Agricultural 
High behind at Menominee, V>i»eim>in, 
and an Induatrial High School at Fair- 
haven. Mass.; two school* which are 
said by esperts tv be the best on the

TO IMPROVE THE COUNTRY SCHOOL
The farmers must take hold of the school organization work with the energy 

they display in other interests.
The schools must be better equipped or the children will be seat to the 

town schools and tbe farms be neglected.
The schools mast be made more home-like and more efficient teachers 

secured.
Consolidation is tW remedy for present evils as shown ie tbe eastern prov­

inces. Tbe consolidated schools give tW country children the same advantages 
as those of tW city; tWy procure regulsr attendance, they have better teachers; 
the school Hfe is more attractive sad the benefits to the community are real 
and lasting.

A me* tree continent fftr William Mar- 
4»«*l*l ah»—I IW year IStN —dr a 
•plrvotwi eff—1 Is Canada to bring ho­
le IW farmer* «4 four of osr entiers 
pro* Urea a Wl aright be dose Ie improve 
Hoir rweslrv arb**4t end to gNe the 
row wiry r|rild tW ee— rderwlb—l 
advantage tWl tW lews and cilv eke Id 
to*. Ttot lid* arigkl W dose. Mr 
William to* rlewrfv demonstrated. Can 
IW sa— tiring W dune fur owr roustrjr 
child is Matritobe? We I Irish so sod 
IW Depart—at of blsratius «4 owr 
province thinks so end è* carrying as 
• vigurow* campaign toward* that end.
rV.a# i il.. |. n ..i ■ I I in . J ■ * - -Or |" *| l — • -O • œ Ml— Ml* 1“Hf *
of their constry rohoof. «4 IW email 
alleodasre asd IW irregularity of at- 
tendance, of IW pour asd indifferent 
(retiring, and «end Itoir children to 
IW towns and rilir* fur a remedy, 

lacepttos ef New System
Wr W illiam prom* led Is a hud—lihe 

say sad procured as edwcsthmal es- 
tburia*! in the penne of |>r. ia*. W*. 
HrictiMS. a he knew his Canada from 
end to red ami it* edonsthmal sre*K 
lie derided Ie isvmlijmle ami he found 
ttot is the Vetted Mates a *y*lcm tod 
bees storied end was working met silie 
fart «oily wlrivk wa* based wS the union 
or rowudidalom of two or more risrir- 
roomed country who.4* Into one large 
•cho«4 of two or more room*, aa the 
gee* mit ie* .4 the did rid might require, 
knd 1rs a «porting (by team* and vena) 
the children to the new or roowdidatr-d 
■ehsal as H was celled He f.mrnl that 
the plus had originated is the state «4 
MsSwwhuaettS some VO yeses before 
•ftd wa» ill operation is over 00 per rest 
of the country schools of that «tale, ami, 
like tke immigrant*, tod «prend west­
ward iato Ohio. Indiana. Mimât. WV 
cassia. Nebraska. North asd South 
Dakota, asd some «0 other state* of 
the l nom. Mr William and Dr. Robert­
son found that it awl the iKffleultie* 
that osr cwsslry «clouds were laboring 
seder asd decided to being it to the 
attention »4 the Canadian people. Sir 
William supplied the means and art 
Dr. Itoliertson to work. Four places 
were wirrted. owe in rock of the pro» iners 
of Ontario, Nova Scotia. New Brunswick 
asd Prince Kdwenl I .land, at wkick 
a demonstration consol idalrd school 
skoidd lie eslaldishml, ssd they art to 
work and built four new building* for 
tkis burpone. Now it must not I* 
lost sight «4 that the new runwdidaled 
srhoul. is order to hriaji to the country 
child tbe same educational advantages 
whoh the city child enjoyed, required 
an improved course rdf study. Owe 
arlapted to the surrounding» and en­
vironment* of the country child, the an me 
a.« the city and town school* were adapted 
and equip wed fw the culling ami environ­
ment «4 the lews or city child. Cesse- 
qumlly. si hold gardening and nature 
study were introduced. corresponding 
to the manual training of the city school 
and likewise a certain nmount «4 the same 
manual training and also Domestic 
or Household Mir nee.

Let us now look at what was done 
and the result*, lu Ontario * magnificent

budding wa* put up sms a portion 
of the a g» ir «dl oral ruli-gc farm. It 
nslaisnl *— right room*, ailh a 
large e—mUy toll ehhh a«*sbt seat 
ew— SOW proplr; was equipped sllh 
all souleva mattery epidUerr* and roe- 
rrshore* each e* are lowed In the tot 
City srtowri* asd set upon a large rile 
ailh larwstiful -arrow writ ag*. Osr would 
have thought that is the immmIUlc 
» oinlly of the growl farmer»* «g«w wllerwl 
rtdlrge. which 1* iwdred *ehl to he
of the be*t. if sot the led. thing «4 its 
kind is the world, that the edwrsllwsel 
influe arc flowing from it should have 
brew *e Ablest Ie have made the rvmalry 
echoed» chow tw it a* growl asd rflkWst 
aa they «tosM he. We «toll srr.

The ru—dhUlcd «rhool wag opened 
is I MM. At flint fuse rowel nr dielrirtg 
sere roeaulwlalrd tw It. Fight vans 
were wenl œ as —ay rostra to draw 
and deliver the • hd.hr» i„ the sew 
grlpwd. and tto bmgrwl route a as se 

4 «4 rfllrirwey —y
rosie sag gevrs

to
things, vie . I ha 

tto rt regularity

The test
judged that II
enrolment is tl 
of atlesdesm

Here el Gnrlph Is tto old prweigrg 
of Owtarh*. "the mother «4 osr public 
erboul system and the pro*isre contain- 
lag the highest prrrratage uf literacy 
is the Dominion, according to the last 
«•Sana, gssnt Mk# sa#^ssrs.

Before rosoJidaima the carol meat 
la the four diet net* varied from I IS 
is January to IB is Jane, sad after 
ru—dotation the enrol—wl roar to |*| 
ie Jaa—rr and IM ia Jus*. - 

lief.icr conwdidiiHm the »\ rr.gr daily 
•Itendance usa per rosi, is January 
and OR per cent, is Jane, and after 
cnnwdwlulme it was A?JU per rest. 
Is January end VI per rent, ie June. 
So tore it was evident ttot tto sew srhoul 
wag doing two of the-things necessary— 
it was bringing ont tto children to the 
srtowd asd bringing them regularly. 
A fifth district ca— into tto erha­
leter.

This was a per* country consolidâtioa.
Tews Consolidation 

Nest they west to Nora Scotia and 
selected what may be called a Iowa 

Amaulillation. At Miildleton. a town of 
about 800 people, a similar building was 
eroded to the owe al Ci weigh up«m f«wr 
acres «4 ground A similar equip—at 
and improved courses <4 study were 
provided- Seven rural districts were 
united with tto tows district. The 
toss had 130 children in its nan school; 
tto seven rural ilistrids tod €37 children 
is their srbinds, making a total of 307 
in tbe eight districts.

The school as* opened in 1003 with 
tto w«wal transborUtion routes. Ibfur* 
consolidation the enrolment was 307, 
with su average daily attendance «4 
Ig» oc it per cent; after cpnwdi.lalio# 
the enr»dmeat roar almost at oner to 
400 and tto average daily altrwdaac* 
to 78 per cent.

Nest a simihir building and equipment 
was put up at Kingston, New Bruns­
wick, and here it wa* out in tto country 
and away from any town or village. 
The same improved course* of study 
were provided and similar transportation. 
The school was opened in IU04 ami before 
consolidation the enrolment in the seven 
districts which were consolidated was 
IH »"«• *he average daily ettrmlanee 
was 53 or 44 |wr cent. After cunudidativo 
the enndmenl rose to 170 and the average 
daily attendance to VI per cent.

Next a similar building and equipment 
Was put up at llill.dmru iu Prince I.dward 
Island and cuntaimiig the same improved 
ciiurars of study, and transportation 
Six districts were united in lt#U3. Ih fore 
consolidation the enrolment was 148 
and the average daily attendance was 
60 per cent; after consolidation the en­
rolment rune to l«l and tbe average 
daily attendance to 74.

Now, a little study of these figures 
will convince the most sceptical that 
these new schools were meeting some 
of the difficulties. The children were 
being brought out and that regularly.

Conlieaed on page SO.
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