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Story of the Grain Growers’ Struggle for
Government Ownership and Operation of
Elevators at Country Points

Reeves and others f June 5t and 6th, and declared them
selves prepared to carry out the findings of that Conference.

That Conference passed the following resolution

o '‘Resolved That this Conference, for the reasons ad-
vanced in the clause on Government ownership of storage
fa ties in the circular issued by the Manitoba Grain
Growers’ Association and app hereto, urgently request

the Provinecial Government to acquire and operate a com-

system of storage elevators throughout the Provinee
he lines <‘;gg4\'v~l in the clause referred to above,

and that the Provincial Ggvernment request such modifica-

18 of the Grain and Inspection Acts, and sueh co-opera-

tion of the Dominion Government, as will make the system
EL EVATO R capable of yieluing the ‘most bemefit possible to the pro-
ducer.”?

l'he clause referred to as containing the reasons for

waking their request for Government owne rship is as fol-

4. Government ownership and operation of elevators,
both terminal and lne.

The large elevator interests supported by many strong

financial interesty and working in harmony with large mill-

erests are becoming dangerously strong. Possessing .
practically all the storage facilities of the country at initial
points and controlling a large portion of the terminal eleva-

tor space as well, supplying the only avenue by which the
farming population, lacking both storage facilities and
money can quickly dispose of their grain in the absence of
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g — _— adequate transportation facilities, théy are able to buy the
The request was first made by the Executive of the greater part of the crop at a price much below its legi

Manitoba Grain Growers’ Association prior to the Manitoba value. In addition to this they are able, if unscrupulous in

elections in 1907. The request was endorsed by the Grain the methods employed in their elevators, to inerease their

Growers’' Convention held in Brandon some time later in profits still further by giving light weights, low gradings, -~

1907. The Government declined to act on the request of the taking heavy dockage and changing” the identity of the

Grain Growers’ alone, but agreed to call a Conference of farmers’ special-binned grain at initial points and by skim-

timate




