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suited, sometimes even ill-treated- 
So when Polly with her fine colours 
made her appearance in the leafy play­
ground of our sober-coloured English 
birds, she got well stared at. The j 
sparrows chatted, the chaffinches twit­
ted, and at last an old rook passing by- 
in his black coat and waistcoat spied 
her. He gave one or two indignant 
caws, and sailed up to the top of the 
big elm-tree to tell his relations. Out 
they all came, flying down to the field 
to see this gaudy-coloured stranger.

Meanwhile, her owtoer had missed 
her, and lia%-ing traced her to the mea­
dow-, he came upon her just in the 
nick of time. She was fairly being 
mobbed, and with spread tail and 
angrily-open beak was calling out at 
the top of her voice, “ One at a time, 
gentlemen, one at a time, please!”

The Owl's Defeat

The Rev. Alex. Stewart of Balla- 
chulish had a pet barn-owl, of which 
he says :—In the kitchen neither cat 
nor dog dare venture near the hearth 
when Strix, as we called him, had 
gravely set himself, standing on one 
leg, with his back to the fire, for a com* 
fortable nap in the genial warmth, 
which he seemed always to enjoy 
vastly.

If, while in this state, he chanced 
to be pushed against, or disturbed in 
any way, he just opened the corner of 
one eye, blinking in the most comical 
manner, and if it turned out to be the 
cat or dog that had, however unwit­
tingly, roused him from his reverie, 
he was at him like a flash of lightning.

With a pounce, always unerring, he 
first dug his bill into the cheek or ear 
of the unlucky intruder, then using 
the hold he thus got as a purchase, he 
threw himself on his back, and with 
his claws laid fierce grip on-his victim’s 
flank or nose, or about the eyes or 
forehead—a mode of warfare so fierce 
and sudden, and so utterly new to the 
unfortunate assailed, that Strix could 
in a few seconds always claim a com­
plete victory.

He met with a violent death ; he 
was musing in deep reverie in a clump 
of luxuriant ivy that clothes our gar­
den w-all, when a brood of downy duck­
lings that had only been hatched the 
day before passed merrily by, under 
the guardianship of their proud step­
mother, a turkey-hen.

The owl saw the ducklings, and 
quickly making up his mind that one 
of them would be a very good thing by 
way of lunéh, he made a dash at the 
nearest. But the turkey, alert and 
active, and in bold defence of her pre­
cious charge, instantly struck at Strix 
with all her might, and hitting him 
with her sharp beak right on the head, 
laid him dead at her feet.
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ed, and his tail stretched out straight 
behind him. This attitude is termed 
a “ point,” and on account of this 
peculiar method of indicating the game, 
the animal is called a “ pointer.”

It is rather difficult to teach them 
their lesson rightly, for the dogs are 
quite as likely to make a mistake 
through being too anxious to please 
their master as through laziness and 
carelessness. Such dogs are very pro­
voking in the field, for they will come 
to a point at every strange.odour that 

; crosses their nostrils, and so will stand 
at pigs, sparrows, cats, or any other 
creature that*may stand in their way, 
and will hold so firmly to their “ point,” 
that they will not move until compelled.

A gentleman of Bradford had a 
pointer who showed great faithfulness 
in carrying out what he supposed was 
his duty. Ilis master, after a day’s 
sport with a friend, returned home 
after dark. On the way he lost two 
or three birds out of his bag. He was 
sure, however, that he had them with 
him when passing a certain spot.

The next morning a servant was 
sent to look for them. Not a hundred 
yards from the place he found the 
pointer watching over the birds, where 
he had probably remained all night, 
although the poor animal had worked 
very hard the day before.
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become listless, fretful, without ener­
gy, thin and weak. Fortify and build 
them up, by the use of
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About Pointers.
Pointers are very useful to a sports­

man, as they save him the trouble of 
finding the game. He can walk slow­
ly along, while his dogs are beating 
over the field to his right and left. 
The sagacious animals are so well 
trained to act with each other that at 
a wave of the hand they will separate, 
one going to the right and the other to 
the left, and so traverse the whole field 
in a series of “ tracks,” crossing each 
other regularly in front of the sports­
man as he walks forward.

When either of them scents a bird, 
he stops suddenly, arresting even his 
foot as it hangs in the air, his head 
thrust forward, his body and limbs fix-
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Made by the latest Processes, and Newest and Best 
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Hard Rubbing over aBACK steaming tub, and long
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lot of those who use poor, cheap, and in­
jurious soaps.

xVt,tN ,s r»c

WHIN

This Soap does away with Hard Rub­
bing, Tired Backs, Hot Steam, and Sore 
Hands. It brings comfort to millions of 
homes, and will do so to yours if you will 
use it
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Rich In the lung-hea’lng virtues ofthe Pine 
combined with the soothing and expectorant 
properties of other pectoral herbs and barks.

A PERFECT CURE FOR
COUGHS AND COLDS

Hoarseness, Asthma, Bronchitis, Sore Throat, 
Croup and all THROAT, BRONCHIALand 
LUNG DISEASES. Obstinate coughs which 
resist other remedies yield promptly to tins 
pleasant piny syrup. ___
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Dominion^ R0ja] gÿj steamships

Liverpool Service via Londonderry.
teamer From Portland From H*>lfM
abrador...............Thur. Dec. 1 Sat. Deo- »
ancouver............Thur. Dec. 15 Sat. Deo. lv
irnia......... ..........Thur. Dec. 29 Sat. Deo. 81
abrador...............Thur. Jan. 12 Sat. Jan. 14
Steamers sail from Portland and Halifax about 
p.m., on arrival of railway connections.

Winter Rates of Passage i 
Portland or Halifax to Liverpool or Lonû°n 
srry, first cabin, *45 to *70 ; return, *95 to ». 
scorning to steamer and berth. ®e*L°n<L„ifa8t
> Liverpool, Londonderry, Queenstown, B 
r Glasgow, *30 ; return, #60. Steerage to Live 
ool, Londonderry, Londo •, Queenstow , 
ist or Glasgow, *20 ; return, *40. . d
Special railway rates to and from Portlan
The1‘saloons are large, airy, and «.midships; 
adies’ Rooms and Smoking Rooms have 
laced in the most convenient positions, , 
lenade Decks are very spacious, and eve y 
intion Is paid to the comfort of passenge^- ^ 
For further information, apply to any 

f the Company, or to
DAVID TORRANCE A CO..

Osn’l Agents, Montreal.
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