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ton, N. B., and his chaplains bearing the pastoral sta 
and the crozier, led the way, followed by the layant 
clerical delegates, deacons, canons and other digni 
taries of the Chnrcb. Among those noticed in the 
procession, which presented a very imposing appear 
ance, weie Bishop Kingdon, co-adjutor Bishop of 
Fredericton, the Bishops of Ontario, Montreal, Toron 
to, Nova Scotia and Algoma, Bishop Lÿy, of Easton 
Maryland, Bishop dagger, of Southern Ohio, and 
others. The procession entered the church to the 
singing of “ One Hope of Your Calling.” Dr. Davies 
officiating at the organ. _

The services consisted of choral litany, Bishop King 
don officiating ; a hymn, the commandments, read by 
His Lordship the Metropolitan ; the epistle, read by 
the Bishop of Montreal ; and the gospel, read by the 
Bishop of Nova Scotia, and1» hymn.

The Right Rev. Bishop Lay, of Easton, Maryland 
then delivered the following

INTRODUCTORY SERMON. t
The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 

Father will send in my name, he shall teach you 
things, and bring all things to your remembrance 
whatsoever I have said unto you.—John xiv :-26.

I am permitted to-day by the invitation of your 
Metropolitan, Right Reverend Fathers, Reverend 
Brethren, and Brethren of the household of faith, to 
speak to you of the things concerning the Kingdom of 
God.

And surely no theme can be more congruous with 
_ the occassion than that suggested in the text : no truth 

more profitable to be iterated in the intercommunion 
of sister churches, them this familiar one, that the 
Holy Ghost, the Lord and Life-giver, is ever present 
to preside alike over our consultations and our active 
ministrations.

Were it not for this conviction that a personal com 
forter, the eternal spirit of wisdom is as really pre 
sent in humbler Synods as in the first council at Jeru 
salem, or in the great councils which formulated the 
articles of the faith, or in the conferences of the Ang
lican Reformers who elaborated our inestimable prayer 
book ; were we not bold to cry, where is the Lore 
God of Elijah and of Paul and of Athanasius, and of 
the Anglican doctors, then indeed we unworthy ones 
who are set to guide the religious thought and activi 
ties of this western world, might well 'shudder at so 
great a responsibility and say as Moses. “O Lord 
send by the band of him whom Thou now wilt send.

Our social and ecclesiastical conditions are unlike 
those of the days gone by. We seem to need the 
Pentecostal gift of tongues to reach the men of many 
nationalities, the aborigines and the immigrants. In 
the separation of Church and State which throughout 
most of the Christian era bad been in a close alliance 
we are thrown back upon the voluntary offering of the 
faithful for the support and extension of the Church, and 
our hearts are ready to break sometimes because we 
seem to be losing our power of mission. No money is 
laid at the feet of the apostles, to be dispensed with 
reference to the greatest good of the greatest number, 
After the utmost endeavor of our missionary societies, 

\ we seem little able to sen»' the Gospel save to those 
who can defray the costs oi its ministrations.

We are confronted with an unbelief .of. singular 
audacity, penetrating all popular literature and in 
feeting even the illiterate. Time was, within the 
ministry of many among ourselves, when the Christian 
and the unbeliever could before they parted asunder, 
join hands and say one fragment of the creed to
gether :—I believe in God the Father Almighty. But 
now alas 1 Infidelity has become Atheism pure and 
simple, or else utters the language of contemptuous 
agnosticism.

Neither may we shut our eyes to the increase of 
practical irréligion and indifferentism. Copies of the 
bible are multiplied, but it enters less and less into 
the popular reading. Churches and meeting-houses 
stand m rivalry in every village or at every cross-road, 
but church going is more and more neglected. What 
revolt is there against the restraints of Sunday rest 
from traffic and travel, against the indissolubleness of 
the marriage bond ?

How is disbelief in any life after death evidenced 
by the vast increase of murder and suicide ?

Brethren, I am no pessimist. I have not a doubt 
or a fear as to the ultimate issue.

I am not insensible ta the many tokens of God’s 
favor and blessing in the wonderful religious activities 
of the day, in the growth of our own communion in 
the land, and in the examples of self sacrifice and 
saintliness already inscribed in the comparatively 
brief annals of your church and of our own.

You will pardon me then, if I urge upon you my own 
profound conviction that while we devoutly recognize 
the mercies of the past, and hopefully anticipate the 
hastening of Christ’s Kingdom ; for all this, never in 
the history of particular or national churches, never 
has a graver responsibility rested on men than now 
rests upon ourselves. Never have the bishops and 
priests to whom is entrusted in various measure, the 
4>versight of fhe flock, never have deacons and laymen 
entrusted with the service or the legislation of the

church, had greater need than we, of prudent forecast 
and of heaven-inspired wisdom.

Or to be more definite : to express more distinct!1 
the thought which came to me when I first knew tha ; 
I was to address this venerable Synod. I btelieve the 
times demand that we American churchmen shouh 
rise to the elevation of that which men call states 
manship in political affairs, only statesmanship elevai; 
ed, Christianized and spiritualized.

Suffer me, then, to mention some of the particulars 
to which, leaning on the arms of the Divine Wisdom 
we have need to direct our thoughtful intelligence.

1. We are set to bear witness on this continent to 
religion of fact and history.

We may well be thankful that we have in the Acts 
of the Apostles a faithful account of their interpreta
tion of their commission, and of the means on whir’ 
they relied for the conversion of the nations.

It was no part of their plan to proclaim a new philo 
sophy, subversive of the Systems then in favor. They 
went out as heralds to publish certain strange things 
which had actually come to pass. While by no means 
indifferent to the value of what we now call scientific 
theology in its proper place, they propound, as the 
foundation of all their teaching, a veritable history, 
whereof Jesus of Nazareth was the centre.

Nothing is plainer in the original documents of our 
holy religion than the distinction, now so often for
gotten, between faitb and doctrine, the faith which 
saves, and the doctrine which perfects, It originated 
in our Lord's own commission to the church. Apostles 
were to baptize into the thrico-holy name : that is the 
faith of all men to be inexorably required under penalty 
of eternal loss : and then He bids them impart to men 
thus saved, the fulness of doctrine, teaching them to 
observe and do all thing» “ whatsoever I have com 
manded you." And did not the undivided church 
thus interpret its mission «fid its true policy ? What 
is the language of its universal creeds bound with de 
termination and impartiality, alike on men of culture, 
on the illiterate peasant or the ignorant slave ?

We find there not a technical theology systema 
tized and formulated : but a declaration of belief in 
God as having revealed Himself in the three-fold per
sonality of His One nature, and this interwoven with 
a brief statement of historical facts connected with the 
death, uprising and ascension of one known atnong 
men as Jesus the son of Mary.

Now brethren, the desire of the enemy in our days, 
seems to be to change the battle-ground, to draw us 
outside of our entrenchments of facts and history, 
and to contend for the truth and excellence of our 
religion on the grounds of antecedent fitness and prob 
ability. For well he knows that this religion of ours 
is for the many, for womeb and children as well as 
men, for laborers as well as students; and none o 
these are incapable of forming a judgment in plain 
matters of fact. But once persuade them that the 
faith which accepts the facts of history is absurd and 
unreasonable, unless they can solve the metaphysics 
questions which underlie those facts, and they begin 
to waver with every wind of doctrine. x

Pardon me, if I seem to press with unnecessary 
explicitness a class of truths familiar to every Catho- 
ic Churchman. But frankly, 1 believe we Anglicans 

have not escaped -this snare. " ... ......... .Tx '
I hear the complaint from many bishops, that in 

ihe schools of the prophets, Christian apologetics 
lave exchanged the ancient for a modern meaning, 
They have become deprecative, explanatory, com 
lative of modem speculations, rather than affirma
tive of fact and evidence. There was an old-fashioned 
curriculum according to which our young men were 
taught methodically the reasonable grounds on which 
to rely for holding the genuineness, the authenticity, 
the inspiration, the uninterrupted preservation of 
the holy scriptures. They learned the e vidences from 
monuments and profane history, from undesigned 
coincidences and patristic quotations. They studied 
and learned the fallacies of the two great arguments 

;ainst Christianity which contain "in germ and 
itency ” all that tbeir successors in unbelief are able 

to say, the illustration alone being varied. Hume’s 
denial of the credibility of the supernatural, and Gib 
ion’s attempt to explain supernatural phenomena, by 

natural causes. '■*

And yet what is more misleading than thes# 
axioms when badly stated and applied to the'wSJ? 
cal problems of faith and duty, in disreeardV?^' 
great principles of authority ! " ’* pe

Surely the members of the legal profession 0aB
to stand by us here. They reverence the snnrei 
of the law, statute and charter over the commeni 
thereon. They recognize the fact that a hi 
worthy of the name mnstusé his individual tawni 
gence and industry, and reason out conclusion, £* 
himself. 8 IOt

But what means that vast array of books whh* 
constitute tbeir working tools ? They stand thenee 
witnesses, that howbeit we must in all question# 5# 
human rights go direct to the fountains of orioinal 

„ law, and howbeit we must form our own judgment 
ipl}, touching the true interpretation of the law, yrtle 

^ every consideration of prudence, modesty and com 
mon sense, require that our conclusions should he 
guided by the consentient wisdom of those who a* 
judges or as law-writers have administered or ex- 
pounded the law. I cannot conceive the possibility 
of an intelligent counsellor at law, by virtue of hu 
right of private judgment, taking up the organic law 
of bis country, ignoring all that he might learn fam 
contemporary history as to the minds of its framed, 
careless of the famous opinions bf jurists and the 
eateria of judicial decisions, indifferent to the bit- 
torical outcome and to the political arid «will ingy. 
tutions in whitfh that organic law found its form and 
expression.

If the interpretation of Holy Scripture be placed on 
the same level with that of human constitutions, 
common sense requires that the private judgment
should defer to authority and be guided by it.

Now, when we transfer this duty of reverence for 
authority, so evident in things secular, into the realm.,,„ 
oi .spiritual tnrtlr, a nmr elemen4 t3omes in to cdürm ” 
and intensify it. 1 mean the guidance of the teaching 
spirit.

The late Bishop of North Carolina, Dr. Atkinson— 
it is just thirty years since I listened to his consecra
tion sermon, preached by your vbnerable Metropoli
tan, and on a text which was the fitting key-note to 
the episcopate then began, “ the spirit of power and 
of love and of a sound mind." Bishop Atlrinann 
presented this argument somewhat on this wise.

Here stands an unfailing promise to Christ's people, 
that the Comforter shall guide them into all truth.

So ' then, desiring to believe aright in some article 
of the Faith or in some important doctrine, I claim 
that promise. Emptying myself as I may of pride 
and prejudice, giving all faithful diligence in the way

We would not have them negligent of the contro
versial literature of the day. But its charm of novelty 
may lead them to depreciate the value of the histori
cal argument which has been written toa fully and 
with too much ability to be titered in its main out- 
ines. .Surely our young students before they launch 

out njto the more modern disputations touching the 
tnowable and the unknowable, should be well ground

ed in the actual facts on which onr faith depends.
‘2. We are set to bear witness on this continent to a 

religion of authoritative interpretation.
That the Holy Scriptures contain all divine truth 

necessary to be believed, and that in ascertaining 
iheir meaning every man must use his private judg

ment, are propositions which all orthodox Protestants 
unite to affirm. I know not how they can be denied 
With any show of reasou.

of thought and study, I enter on the enquiry 
presently reach a conclusion.

I have at least some ground to hope that it ;s the 
Spirit who has guided me to it, however the fear of 
some lurking self-will or intellectual pride may .cast 
a doubt.

And now I join myself to others who ponder the 
same deep matters. We study apart and pray apart 
to the same Teacher. We come together to compare 
our conclusions and find that they are substantially 
ihe same. I am more hopeful still that I am Spirit- 

taught.
But let that circle widen.: let it embrace all the 

centuries and the churches of til the nations : let it 
include the men who conquered the Roman world for 
Christ, the men who went to the stoke and to the 
ions, how h resistible becomes the argument of their 

unanimity 1 They differed in many minor things, 
But the substantial truth, the “ Semper ubique et ab 
omnibut creditum,” how came til these men to arrive 
at it, save under the guidance of the Spirit of truth !

My brethren, is our old time position touching au
thority in matters of religion no longer defencible ? 
i because men call them antiquated in our age of 
gress and freedom, shall we fold our colors and 
orir arms, and steal out in the dark to entrench our
selves elsewhere 7 St. Patti end all the great Christian 
:eachers after him appealed boldly to a testimony of 

humanity itself. Be it a common tradition, be it an 
; nstinot.be it the inevitable gravitation of all thought- 
hi souls to a solid conclusion. God, and heaven ana 
îell are conceptions irhbedded in the very heart ® 
inmanity at large. Why should we yield op or hide 

away so authoritative a testimony ?
The ontological argument for the existence of Godi 

and the argument from final causes, have they waliy 
>aen shaken, or what means a certain timidity m 

urging them? i ifeS
With all the variations on the theme, many o 

ihem brilliant and ingenious, has the speculative,
relief of the nineteenth century ’invented MytMris
reyond the old arguments binding the incredibility, 
the supernatural and the adequacy of 
courses to account for Christian phenomena, 
lave not til such arguments been answered une 
vanêe ?

But I must not weary you by a-multipUcaw» 
the particulars to which these principles apply- 

A worthy preacher, seated by me in a railway 
once said to me : “ Your people rely very much ior

X


