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NOTES AND COMMENTS. j

If you don’t want evil things said of 
you, don’t do evil things.—N. Y. 
Herald.

The Inter-Ocean of Chicago says ; 
“Ours is a government of the saloon
keeper by the saloon-keeper for the 
saloon-keeper.”

A sermon of twenty-five minutes is ; 
too long by the same watch that will 
call two h^urs at the circus twenty five 
minutes too short.—Burlington Hawk- 
eye.

The Liberator says that X‘ Mr. 
Bright’s speech at the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle has been translated into 
Spanish, to help the movement 
for the separation of Church and State 
in Spain.”

Grace Church, New York, is to have 
a new marble spire, 119 feet high, 
costing $60,000. A $60,000 spire 
ought i'i relieve a great deal of dis
tress s aong the poor, and bring many 
souls to repentance.—Norristown 
Herald.

Rev. Dr. R. R. Meredith, who left 
the M B. Church several years ago to 
join t < Congregationalists, is still it- 
inerat ag. He has just resigned the 
pastor»'e of the Philips Church South, 
Boston, and accepted a call to Union 
Chare'-, Boston,

Lour,ville, Ky., has one minister to 
every 200 houses, one physician to 
every 190, one lawyer to 80, ind one 
whisky or beer saloon to every thirty. 
“ The survival of the fittest’ will be 
no easy task there—the unfit are so 
much more abundant. —- Western 
Recorder.

The Chicago Congregational pastors 
have adopted a memorial to the news
paper press, asking that the detailed

ty at

accounts of crime, and 
tional matter tending to « 
society, and to potyg|f the
JW»*.*»
tailed.
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There are some very showy church
es in these days, but when you ex
amine them closely there is a discord. 
They are like the house which had 
been changed in appearance to agree 
with the prevailing style, and when 
the lady of the house was asked what 
its style was she replied : “ Well, it's 
Queen Ann style in front, and I ] 
should say it was of the Crazy Jane 
order in the rear.”—Dr. Storr*.

“ Nothing can be more painful to 
the feelings of a minister when he 
comes to water bis flock than to find 
that many of them are not at the well. ” 
So says Wm. Jay, and it is very true. 
But speaking for the flock it might be 
said, with equal truth, that nothing 
can be more painful to the feelings of 
the flock who come thirsty to the well, 
than to find no water, but hear only 
the creaking of the dry pump.—Bel. 
Inidligeneer.

A young Hindoo girl, who died 
lately at Bombay at the age of nine
teen, besides being a proficient scholar 
in the literature of her native tongue, 
the Marathi, was at home in the 
English, Persian, and Sanskrit lan
guages. In the latter she knew by 
heart a number of works entire, and 
was a prodigy as a chess-player from 
her childhood. Is it any wonder that 
she died in a raging fever Î

Some of our Irish friends are whis
pering aloud that the Pope is not in
fallible in political matters and that 
his Parnell circular need not be obey
ed. So it need not ; but to assert it 
is Prctestanism. The duty of obedi
ence in the Catholic church is not 
based on infallibility. The Birhops 
must be obeyed ; but they are not in
fallible. Only Protestants make the 
liberty of disobedience to ecclesiastics 
a matter of faith.—N. Y. Independent.

The British Parliament seems 
doomed to be foolish in its treatment 
of Mr. B radia ugh. The sensible

admit Mm to

COREA.

W. C. Davison, of the

itopppms 
read. The circu

lation of our literature is an imperious 
necessity. Information is the parent 
of our liberality and activity, and a 
protection against designing teachers. 
He who puts a paper in a household 
has done a service to that family- of 
lasting good, and starts a tap-root of 
Methodism.—Richmond Advocate.

Good advice was given to the

and to which he is,
The principle for which he and his 
constituents are contending must win 
in the end, and the sooner the House 
of Commons yields the point the bet
ter. Mr. Bradlaugh is strong as the 
representative of that principle.—N. 
Y. Independent.

gra-
The convention of colored journal

ists in St. Louis has resolved to print

jri
gtndy Hebrew examined in Washington on Friday,Seminary

“ Young gentleman, 
roots, pore over Greek verbs, read 
Latin, and, if you have time, translate 
ancient hieroglyphics ; but I charge 
you when you go into the pulpit to 
preach the Gospel to use the plain 
Anglo-Saxon.”

I notice that there are fifteen min
isters and twelve laymen all told who 
“converse” (in the connexionalsense) 
at Conference. If the “conversa
tion” of these brethren were sub
tracted from the debates, nine- 
tenths of the speeches would disappear 
from the reports. One of the most 
“ rising" brethren in last Conference 
was not elected this year.—In Irish 
Evangelist.

There have been ten volumes of 
Spurgeon's sermons issued. These 
publications have done much good ; 
but nowhere more than in America. 
Ever since the first volume came out, 
years ago, the preaching in our 
country Baptist churches has 

fact, the matter
im- 

has be-
mal to that of Spurgeon him

urma-

proved ; in fact, 
come equal to that o< 
self.—Richmond Adv.

U. S. Secretary Teller says that the 
money that will have to be spent in 
the present Apache war, if 
pended in the education of Indian 
children, would put an end to any 
further rumors of Indian wars. A 
speaker at the Woman’s Home Mis- | 
sionary meeting, last Friday, said that 
it required $12,000,000 to support n 
standing army to guard certain tribes 
of Indians, when the same amount 
used for their Christianization would 
soon transform them into good citizens. 
The views of the political economist 
and the Christian philanthropist are 
remarkably similar.—N. Y. Adv.

As Lord Wolaeley and other military 
men have opposed the proposed Chan
nel Tunnel, an exchange suggests that 
it may be well to remember the follow- 
in" observation of Buckle in his 
“ History of Civilization “It is no
torious—and the evidence of it
recorded in cur 
Debates—that every great measure 
which was carried, every great impro- , 
vement, every great step in reform, 
every concession to the popular wishes, 
was strenuously opposed by the Duke 
of Wellington, but became law, in 
spite of his opposition, and after his 
mournful declarations that by such 
means the security of England would . 
be seriously imperilled.”—Toronto 
Globe. I

along with fifty white applicants for 
places in the Civil Service, deserves to 
be capitalized. Six hours was the 
time allowed to complete the papers, 
and not more than thirty persons out 
of the fifty succeeded in doing it in 
that time ; but the colored man did it 
in four hours.—N. Y. Tribune.

A lady has just given $6,000 to the 
temperance cause who a few years ago 
was told by her husband that as tem
perance was being agitated in their 
State (Virginia) he thought he would 
sign the pledge to help to keep the 
cause. With great pride, she said,
“ I should be ashamed of a husband 
who would thus surrender his personal 
liberty. ” One year from that date he 
died in delirium tremens, and her sons, 
learning to drink at their mother’s 
table, have both died drunkards.

After we had been preaching one 
day a man spoke of the danger of los
ing the good word which bad been 
spoken. He said, “ One day when 
we sailed out of New Orleans nearly 
all the water we had for use on the 
ship was on deck ; and there came a 
gale which swept it all overboard. I 
don’t propose to lose this sermon in 
that way, but to stow it away down 
deep in the hold, where we shall keep 
it for future use.” A good many peo
ple make the Gospel a sort of deck 
load, and they lose it in the first gale. 
It is better to take it down below, 
into the depths of the heart, and hide 
it there, where it is safe from the 
wildest storm. “ Thy word have I hid 
in mine heart that 1 might not sin 
against Thee.”—Christian.

The Rev.
Methodist Episcopal Church, Yoko
hama, Japan, writes to the Western 
Christian Advocate : About five years 
ago a Corean embassy was sent to Ja
pan, and among those who came was 
a nobleman who was earnestly desir
ous to learn as much as possible con
cerning foreign agricultural methods.
He was referred to Mr. Tsuda Sin, a 
member of our Church in Tokio, and 
the head of an agricultural school, 
who kindly undertook to teach the 
nobleman the various methods of 
farming upon the American plan. The 
nobleman was exceedingly interested, 
and spent some time in study, and on 
parting expressed his grateful thanks, 
adding, “ If I can be of any service 
whatever to you in my own country 
shall be most happy to oblige you,” 
and besought Mr. Tsuda that he 
would command his services. Tsuda 
directed his attention to a framed 
copy of the beatitudes in the Chinese 
character, and asked hie opinion as to 
the composition. The Coroan read 
carefully again and again the blessed 
words, and could not refrain from de
claring that in all his reading he had 
never met with sc oh wise and gracious 
words as these, end asked who could 
be tlie author. This gave his host the 
opportunity he so much desired. Be
ginning with that Scripture he preach
ed unto him Jen us. In closing, he 
begged of the envoy that he would 
accept the roll, together with some 
Christian books in Chinese, and 
carry thim to his king. In great trep
idation the envoy declined, saying 
♦w hi* king had given him strict 
dbarge that on his return he might 
bring anything with him except Chris
tianity. That, of course, ended the 
interview. However, the nobleman 
on his return was so impressed with 
what he iiad seen that he eould not 
refrain fr m speaking in private to his 
friends cot corning the gracious teach
ing of wl ich he had heard. It so 
turned out that among these was a 
young nobleman who was also much 
impressed with his words, and before 
whom Providence seems to have open
ed a glorious way. When the rebel
lion broke out in Seoul, and the queen’s 
life was in imminent danger, the young 
man, aided by His mother, carried her 
to a place of safety, where she re
mained until the rebellion was ended. 
Naturally the king was grateful, and 
calling for the young nobleman, of
fered him any reward that he might 
ask, either for himself or family. 
Being modest, he declined any reward> 
beseeching the king to reward those 
who had done more than he ; but, 
being pressed, finally asked that the 
king would allow him to go abroad 
for three years in order that he mivht 
improve his mind. The favor was 
quickly granted, and about six months 
ago the young nobleman arrived in 
Japan. He instantly repaired to the 
university in Tokio, and entered him
self as a student. But he had not 
forgotten the words spoken to him 
concerning the excellence of Christi
anity and its power to save from sin. 
He made inquiries for his friend's 
teacher, and repaired to his house for 
further instruction. After some days 
of diligent inquiry he found himself 
so impressed with the excellencies and 
beauty of Christ’s Gospel, as almost 
to decide to cast in his lot for life or 
death with the despised sect, 
with such th< /hts, he fell asleep, and

new found joy, and has set to work to 
translate the Bible into his own ton
gue. The teacher of Corean in the 
imperial university is also asiisting 
lim in this blessed task. The Coreans 
use the Chinese character for their 
classical writing, so that all this noble- 

m has to do is to take a Chinese 
version of the Scriptures, and unite 
the Corean sounds in Corean character 
by the side of the Chinese character, 
and the work is done.

CONVICTION OF SIN.
The chief obstacle to the termina

tion of hnitleee convictions in peace 
with God is to be found in some plain, 
practical affair of character and real 
life. No feeling, I think, is more 
common among those who have found 
peace in Christ, after protracted and 

conflict, than the feeling of 
they have been kept 

aloof fro^ Christ so long. They have 
up into the clouds, strug- 

eyee to see visions ; 
have Introverted their thoughts 

■training to see 
; while the real ob- 

oonveraion has been in 
at their feet—a little 
a trifling thing, as they 

in comparison with 
iptible thing. They 

at the discovery that 
has had power to hold 

gates of heaven. It 
in the retrospect, like 
and malignant magic

do converted men 
t to themselves to have 

look back over the

aiding her to state her own case, for 
he knew it better than she did ; and 
at length when she had been calmed 
by the expression of her burden, he i 
pointed out to her the one simple | 
thing which he had conjectured to | 
have been the thing which had with- | 
held her from Christ. The profound- 
est doctrine of our theology he told 
her as a simple story in her own 
Lowland dialect, and then told her, in 
the same rude speech of her childhood, 
that she must give up the thing for 
Christ’s sake. The heavy burdened one 
who had borne her infirmity for many 
years, and could in wise lift up her
self, looked up and said, but half be
lieving : “ And is that a’ Î” It was 
as if the Lord himself had laid his 
hand upon her. Immediately she was 
made straight and glorified God.

So many a penitent .believer at the 
last recalls his bondage in sin and ex 
claims, “ Is that all that kept me so 
iong away from Christ T'—Justin 
Phelps, D. D.

LABRADOR SEAMEN.

i life '

CHRISTIANITY IR MADAGAS
CAR

The question of French supremacy 
in Madagascar has awakened fresh in
terest in the remarkable history of 
missionary toil and triumph in that 
island. The first missionaries landed 
in Madagascar in 1818, but they re
tired, and work was not begun until 
1820. The first comers found a sin
gular people, busy and shrewd, but 
ignorant and superstitious. They had 
no written language, were filthy and 
but half clothed, with shocking mo
rals. King Radama allowed the mis
sionaries to open schools,

A work of singular importance has 
been carried on during the last ten 
years by Moravian missionaries among 
English-speaking sailors on the coast 
of Labrador. The Christian love and 
zeal of these German brethren has 
led them to extend their ministry be
yond their Esquimaux charge to the 
crews, often not less ignorant and 
leathen, of the fishing and trading 

chiefly from Newfoundland 
and Nova Scotia, which in ever in
creasing numbers visit those bleak 
shores. In 1879, 800 such vessels 
passed that way, and one morning no 
less than 72 were in Hopedale Bay, 
the principal Moravian station, each 
vessel manned by 12 or 14 men. Much 
cause has there ever been for the mis
sionary to tremble for the influence of 
these often ungodly and dissipated 
visitors on their native flock, so easily 
tempted to drunkenness and immoral* 
iky. “ Drink away !" a captain of a 
brandy-laden schooner was heard to 
say to an Eequimax lad. “ I had 300 
gallons of brandy on board, and only 
60 are used up.” And much they 
have felt the need of God's sheltering 
arm when occasionally drunken and 
disorderly gangs of seamen have 
threatened violence to their peaceful 
settlement. At first, owing to theis 
scant knowledge of English, they 
could do little but distribut-i tracts 
among them ; but about ten years ago 
an English-speaking missionary was 
emit from Germany expressly com
missioned to visit among these 
crews, and invite them to English 
services in the little missionary church 
of Hopedale. Very varied have
thk

their impenitent life, and see what a 
paltry thing it was which held them 
so long transfixed in those fruitless 
convictions, while a crucified Saviour 
was pleading with them, and dying 
for them, within reach of their hand. 
Such has been the experience of thou
sands, and doubtless will be of thou
sands more.

The charms by which the sorcery 
of sin thus bewitches men are very 
numerous, and diverse in character. 
In one man it is a distrust of God’s 
willingness to save, or if to save, to 
save him. In another, it is an unwil
lingness to own the simplicity of God’s 
method of salvation. In the vast ma
jority, however, it is not in any con-

young men to England to be educated. 
At the time of his death in 1828, there 
were four thousand pupils in the 
school , but neither Radama nor any 
of his people had accepted the Chris
tian faith. He sought only the edu
cation which the missionaries could 
give. His queen, Ra-na-valona, after 
murdering all that stood in her way, 
seized the throne, and began. a reign 
marked by bloody persecution of 
Christiana At first she permitted the 
missionaries to preach and teach, see
ing the advantages of the education 
they imparted. In 1831 the first con
verts were baptized, and the “ Martyr 
Church” of Madagascar was formed.

. r Soon after violent persecution began,captions cherished about the way ol „ . , , . , , 7v . , . many fell from the faith, but thou-salvation, but m something altogether
more tangible and earthly. The whole
truth is that the man loves some-

The Rev. F. Sciarelli, an Italian 
Wesleyan minister, has again been 
honoured with a letter from King 
Humbert the First,thanking him for a 
copy of his lately published work on 
“ The Christian Sabbath,” and for the 
“ Sentiments of affectionate devotion 
to his Royal Person and family” ex- 

ceot.it etanus nressed bv the society of which he is 
Parliamentary Pregident u, which the Minister Vos-

one was charged to add a repeated ex
pression of the King’s good pleasure. 
The Directive Council of the “Asso
ciation of Survivors in the country's 
battles of 1820-70, of which Signor 
Cri< pi is President,” have nominated 
Signor Sciarelli a Fellow, “ in con
sideration of the services rendered to 
the country, accompanied with the 
diploma and medal of the Association.

dreamed th* 
bringing a 
ing him to t 
up a book, i 
word of the

vo men came to him 
»t of b<>oks, and ask 

■line them. One took 
1 said, “This is the 

.rue God, and is that
which will gi eto you and your coun
trymen true freedom, true civilization, 
and true holiness.” On awaking his 
dream recurred to him again and again, 
so tha. renewing hie studies of Chris
tianity he soon determined to cast his 
all upon Christ. About a month since 
he was baptized, and now professes 
himself happy in the Savior’s love. 
He is exceedingly anxious that his 
countrymen shall have a part of this

thing more than God. In one it is 
his property ; in another, his reputa
tion ; in another, his ease ; in another 
his literary tastes ; in another, an un
christian employment, or habit or as
sociation, which he feels to be at war 
with an earnest Christian life. He 
foresees that, if he becomes a Chris
tian that must be given up. In some 
it is an unwillingness publicly to 
profess religion, to perform certain 
public or social religious duties, to 
encounter the ridicule of companions, 
or to forgive an injury which rankles 
in the heart.

Some such very simple thing is the 
citadel in whichthe forces of the guilty 
entrench themselves. That is the se
cret reason why the soul is benighted 
in impotent convictions, ket what a 
meanness of spirit does it seem to have 
indicated when the soul comes out into 

Filled the liberty of Christ, to have shut it- 
self up in that prison-house of re
morse so long and for such a thing ! j 
w I have somewhere read of an ob
scure Scotch woman whom Dr. Chalm
ers, as the story ran, was once sum - 
moned at midnight to attend in her 
last hours. She had lived for many 
years in sterile conviction of her sin
fulness. Her anguish at last threat
ened her reason. “ Weighed in the 
balances and found wanting !” This 
was the burden she was carrying into 
eternity. With that kindly sympa-

sands remained steadfast. They met 
secretly, and would go twenty miles 
to a midnight meeting, their num
bers strangely increasing in this time 
of darkness. During thirty-two years 
ten thousand Christians were punish
ed in different ways, yet at the end of 
this reign there were more Christians 
in than there were at the
beginning. At her death in 1861, 
her son was made king, and he pro- 
clai ned religious liberty to all his 
subjects. Fifteen years ago the pre
sen’. queen was crowned as Kanava- 
lonu IL At her coronation she had a 
table at her side, on which lay a Bible 
and the laws of Madagascar. Shortly 
af’er, she with her husband was bap
tized, and ever since they have given 
evidence of being sincere disciples of 
Christ ; and Madagascar to-day in its 
government, is a Christian kingdom, 
with over four thousand native preach
ers, and nearly a quarter of a million 
souls under Christian instruction.

-

The world sees all other guides and 
helpers pass away, and every man’s 
work is caught up by other hands and 
carried on where he drops it, and the 
short memories and shorter gratitudes 
of men turn to the rising sun, but one 
name rem vn# undimmed by distance, 
and one w tk remains unappr- ached 
and unapproachable, and one man re
mains whose office none other can 
hold, whose bow none but He can 
bend, whose mantle none can wear.

high, fin$

ing him sometimes from 
and the utmost indifference displayed 
by others, while he struggles to moor 
his boat to their vessel and clamber 
up her side ; now and then a joyful 
welcome, where some sick man is 
craving a Christian visitor, or where a 
former acquaintance, blessed in times 
past by his means, greets him with 
gratitude and pleasure. But patient 
continuance has brought its reward. 
During last year's fishing season 107 
Bibles were sold, and 2,(XX) religions 
books and tracts either given or sold 
among these English crews, and the 
little Esquimaux Church at Hope- 
dale, capable of seating 300, is often 
quite tilled at the seamens' service.

THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS.
What is beautiful ? It is the heart 

cleansed of defiling desires, the heart 
tilled with divine sweetness ; lifted 
into the atmosphere of God ; breath
ing His breath, wearing his express
ion, speaking his language, dwelling 
in his arms. “ Such a soul abhors 
the thing unclean,” with an instinctive 
and powerful detestation that knows 
no restraint nor limitation. Its whole 
being shrinks appalled from the very 
sight or thought of sin. No child 
fears or flies a wild beast so swiftly ; 
no woman hides from deadly pursu
ers so closely. What a drop of vitriol 
is to the rose tint, what a grain of 
prussic acid is to the sensitive tissues 
of the stomach, what a murderous 
blow is to him before whose awaken
ing eyes the knife in the robber’s 
hand is seen descending—this and 
more is sin to a holy soul. For these 
only produce material ruin, that 
burns to the lowest hell. These de
stroy all they can, so does that. These 
kill the Oody, that the soul ; these 
ruin the temporal and transient being, 
that an eternal.

“ In everything, by prayer and sup
plication with thanksgiving, make your 
requests known unto God !” So said 
the Apostle Paul. But we limit the 
everything, anl we neglect the 
thanksgiving. Thus we have stupid, 
melancholy prayer meetings, and go 
about with long faces and sad hearts.

thy and tact for which Chalmers was Christ has ascended upon
■ ’ left a finished work, for all men tb

to continue. -+-
noted in his ministrations to the igno
rant, he sat down by her side, heard 
the story of her life, now and then

trust, for 
Maclaren.

no man
The Lord calls men to preach 

withstanding their infirmities, 
can bat with them so may you.


