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Doctrinal

THOUGH'TS ON THE DOCTRINE OF
ATONEMENT.
No. II.
In a former number of “ the \Wesleyan” we oftered
some remarks on the Redeemei’s Atonement for sin,
wo now purpose to give a few thoughts on its effica-
cy ; in doing so we shall take some scriptural decla-
rations as the foundation of our o'scrvations.

1. The atonemeut purges the conzeience fromn dead
works to serve the living God.  There could be no
srood and peaceful conscience to sinners without the
blood of Christ. So long &3 a holy aud perfect Je-
hovah regards his creatures with displeasure there
can be no grounds iv any thing they have, for a quiet
conscience, and hope of freedom from evil. It God
be unreconciled wirh the sinner, in vaig does he per-
suade himnself he shall have peace and pleasure.  But
i a firm foundation is laid by Jehovah hiself for the
salvation of sinners ;—if all hiis perfections harmonize
with this fourdation ; if e can pardon the peniten-
tial and believing sinner freely and furever, in conse-
quence of a plan ggactly suited to bring honour to
God and salvation to man ;—then none, however guil-
ty and wretched they may have become, need despair
of the attainment of a conscience voil of offence to-
wards God and mankind. ‘The soul pardoned for

the sake of Christ ohtains a good eonscience. The !
S torneth 2 Qs CLetst that died, yea rather that i

penitent believer receives an evidence of his Muker's
approbation.  He loses i the mement of Li< necep-

1apce with God, the heavy burtien of his guilt.  lle
!

obiaing, power, at the same time, to engage in the

service ol his Maker ; and to triumph over his spiri- -
tual fues. He begins to live a new life : it is the
life of a new creature. llis nund is culightencd, his |

soul renewed after the Divine Likeness, and his con-

«cience is purified. He has diffcrent views of himself
and his duty to God, from those hc enteitained when |

spiritually dead. He no longer fulscly cstimates
things :—no longer puts darkness for Jight, an 1 light
for darkness ; no longer does he call evil good, and

the light and of tue day, and forever to put away the
works of darkness, and bear for his defence the whole

armour of light.
2. The dend worke of our past lives would be an
:nsuperable bar to our serving God if we had ne

atoenement to plead.

“

IR ling
@yl evil. He has a good conscience, is willir.g, de- ' °
sirous, determined ta live homestly ; to be a child of |

: tion. ~“1I'he love of Christ vonstra:.

All the works of mankind «done
w hile they arc unbelievers, or unregencrated persons, |

however specious these works may be, and however
copnected withapparent virtues and good desires, are
no Letter than dead works, which cannot eave man-
kind from thie enrse and condemnation pronounced hy
God oun al] who have brogen s ¢ ommandiments
The criminal coavicted of an heinous crime against
haman laws, forfeits his property, his liberty, fis hife:
and in vain niay he desire to liave opportanitics to
do better i time to come @ he has lost forever the op-
portunity he once had of being a goad cansistent, vir.
tuous member of socicty, ayd a pubiic exampie of just
and honourable conduct.  Me may repent of sin ; hut
the law requires him to guffer for it : he must die
Our condition as sinners against heaven would have
bheen similar to that of the condemne enlpirit, if wo
were ot permitted to plead the merit of Chirist’s aton
ing Llood. But this Llood gives us advantaze over the
evil of our past and disobedient hives o pleading this
at the throne of grace, the guilt of all past sin isre
ll]iltr--!, and removed from our souls @ the pauful
auxicties v.e eadared, on account of the evil of a l'ta
dishonouring to God, and hurtful to ourselves, and
other men, is exchanged in our hearts for a penca
which passeth all uaderstanding—a peace resulting
from true fiith in the valdity of the atoucment the
Redeemer b made for transgression,  There s
therefore now no condemnation to them that are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but afte:

the Spirit : who <hall Iay any th'ng to the ¢chirze of

God's elect ? itis Gol that justifieth, whois h-thot

visen again, who iz even at the rizht han Lol G0
who al<o maketh intercession 0 ue”

3. 'T'he atonement of Christ afor I the most power
ful motives andincentives to engage mankinl to live a
holy life. The doctrines: of the Gospel zive no ki -
cence to licentiousness ; nay they have adireet ten.
deney to promote every vietue and éxenllence in men
I'he eross of Christ, rightly regnrded, Lins n constrean
inilience to promote ool worlis anball ho's dive

It engazesthe ntlections, the pussions, a4 well ge
unJderstanding in the service of Godo Christweey
, praying, dyinz for our salvation, nppeals atony

ing
jnz.
the

to our love, to our shame, to our coatitude,—to oo
love, and demands a full affection fir his dmmeasn -
ble kindnes=—to our shame, for our sius cause! hia
sorrows and death—to our gratitude, for throuzh iy
denth the gates of heaven are openerd 0 o recen
fas becanse wo
thus tudae, that ifone died sor all then wore aft doal

and that bLe died for all, that they whieh dive - o0i!

poe heneforth ive uuts theoselves, bt uaty bie
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