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THE CATHOLIC RECORD.

FIVE-MINUTE SERMONS,
Fourth Sunday after Easter,

KINDNESS,

For the anger cof man worketh not the
)usuuol(-»d (St James 1., 20.) !

Brethren, these words are an echo of |
the Wise Man of old. ‘* A soft
swer t\mmh away wrath.” Tun
away wrath, and indeed every
gin, i8 Gt .(is work of justice o
ousness, and man's anger is not .1vu d
to do it. Wrath does not destroy
wrath, nor is it calculated to destroy
any other evil, unless it be .li\‘im‘
The fear of the wrath of God is good,
put the fear of the wrath of man is the
mean vice we call human respeet, 1
say this because there are many per-
sons, fathersaund mothers of families in
partlcu]m, who would make souls bet-
ter by inspiring them with fear—by
showing anger.

We know that a kindly manner is a
better means of correction than a harsh
one, becauseit is God's way. God em
ploys fear in converting sinners, to be
sure, but not so much as love ; nor
does His fear hold out so well as His
love when thereis question of persever-
ance, and, finally, as love on our part
is necessary to forgiveness, so God's
love is the supreme and essential in-
strument in saving sinners’ souls.

You may object that God punishes
sinners in hell, and that, certfinly, is
the prison of the divine wrath. True,
But more men are saved from hell by
the loving patience of God than by the
terrors of His justice. Take an ex
ample from our Lord : throughout the
whole course of His life He showed
anger only towards those who them
selves lac ked kindness. The Pharisees,
hypocrites as they were, were lashed
by our Lord, because they wre hard,
pitiless  and censor

10us

glutton, Dives, is buried i i

cause he shut his hea t the
dying beggar at his door. Dut the
harlot Magdalen is converted and saved
by our viour's kind ] d en

words. Iiven Juadas himezelf

had full pardon it he had
not neglected the patient, gentle re
proach of the most loving of Masters.

Our Lord's way sinners is the bes
He may have ~.\1~l severe things to sin-
ners, but before He dismissed them He
gave them honey to eat, to take off the
bitter taste of His reprorchas,

But it is not enough to say that “the
anger of man worketh not the justice

of God” : it worketh the malice of Satan
and of hell.  ** Provoke not your chil

dren to wrath,” says the Apostle
Angry words make men angry, and
instead of producing virtue breed vice

I know of hardly anything more mis

serable than the fate of a boy or girl
doomed to grow up in the house of a
scolding mother or a bad-tempered

father. Take an
body. Children
food have

from the

who!

example

fed on un asnme

defective digesiion :

s |
to say, bad food in early lift [
the good effee i
life. So with
food makes a
manner ]

iarcelling
id and
md —vi
We some

ay of

rmnes i

wavward

make me curse.” T the
make you curse now your own
fault, and the chances they

arve that
will make you burn hereaf

In conclusion, brethren, let us all,
whether we exercise authority or live
in intercourse with our equals, be
kindly in our manner, mild and con
siderate in our language, patient with
other's faults, trusting more to persua
sion and to affection than to authority,

bearing in mind that *‘the anger of
man worketh not the justice of God.”
M . :

Last Step of Apostacy.

If Christ were to descend among Us
He could not give us better evidence
of the difficulty of confession than we
have. Confession either makes young
men better or drives them out of the
Church to an easier one. There is not

one young man who has left the
Church, declares Father Nugent, who
will not tell you that confession was

the cause of the trouble. It cannot be
reconciled to sensual pleasure and evil
lives ; one or the other must be sacri-
ficed.

God is like a father who has a
erippled child to whom he says: My
¢hild, I will give youtwo things: you
shall have all the love that can come
from a father's heart and an iron shoe
as strong as your poor little ankle will
bear.” When Christ came on earth He
came to give all He could to His
crippled (]ll]ll man. He gave him the
love of a God and the strongesg iron
shoe his conscience could bear.

The confessional is the secret of the
Church's power over her children.
Our enemies ask :

“What, where, is this power? It
must be in the education of the clergy

| soul

D

The Butt of the Scho:l.

By FrauncisJ. Finn, S. J,

v, {
It was a bitter evening for TLouis|

| Harold D »|‘i:~ his visit to the|
Sacred Heart, despite his prayers, his |
about on
passion It has already
18 appeaved to be scarcely ten years of
ag a8 a matter of fact, he we
thing more than eleven, and, being of |
an intense l\ sensitive position, some
of his passions were developed ond
his years. As on the preceding even
ing, he found it impossible to put his
mind to study ; prayer, too, was boeget
with distractions. There seemed to be
a demon in his heart whispering him
in words of hatred and rage. In vain
—seemingly, at least—did he recall
the memory of Our Savicur, scoffed,
struck, and derided: the demon’s
voice bore in upon him the stronger.
His mother, one of the kindest of
mothers, was in the next room. Might
he not, he reflected, go to her with his
troubles? But no; he would not
malke her unhappy with his unhappi-

as 1osse

heen said

§ some-

ness. He would fight it out: he
would forgive. Again the demon
voice grew strong. What an unkind

thing to strike down a small boy for a
mere accident ! Louis began to
tremble., e was in danger of falling.
So intense were his feelings of revenge
and hatred that he knew, should he
give way to them, he would sully his
soul with the sin of hatred. It wasa
perilous moment, Jut grace made
him equal to the occasion. Yet, van-
quished for the time, the thoug
presently returned. At length, when
the temptation had become o strong
that he was » almost despair

inzly in its ame a kooc!
)

a L aoor 1 ! ('l'i"il l.'V!‘;]‘.
arising from his kneeling posture and
§ ily passing his han through his

velled hair

His sister, Nellie, a izht-faced
pretty child of seven, entered.

*Why, Louie!” exclaimed,
stopping short just beyond the thres-
hold and opening her eyes in wonde
“‘what's the matter 7 You look
horrid.”

“0Oh, I'm all

she

¢
by

just

right !”  answered
Louis, as he endeavored, vainly
enough, to greet his sister with the
customary smile of love.

* Here,” cried Nellie, getting on

tiptoe and giving him a kiss, ** Now,
you ought to feel better. I think,

Louie, you must have trouble at that

old school. Boys are such horrid
things —I hate 'em all, except you, of
course.  And most of them are freckle-

faced, and the rest don't kuow how to

comb their hair. The only 'spectable
boys I know are boys what have nice
sisters to take care of them.”

‘Well,” said Louis, forgetting for

yment his troubles while li

ae mf

this m:
come here

udies for

and < up 1

a bo wants
0 S

boy wants to see me 1" echoed
Louis

¢ Abhoyv-—hoy: and he wants to see
vou, Louie. But before you go let me
fix vou up a little. Take off your
jacket,”

And with this, little Miss Nellie pro-
cured] a towel, wet it, and with the
most matronly air imaginable pro
ceeded to wash the face of her big

She then combed his hair,
must be confessed, acquitted
herself of the task with a skill which
her brother, when left to his own re-
sonrces, could admire, but not imitate.
During all these pretty offices there
was a L(ilhl.’lll( skirmishing. Imuis‘—-
provoking boy!—would start and fidget
and in consequence received ~u\ual
taps and grave rebukes from the wise
matron of seven suinmers.

But the pleasant war came to an
end : and as he descended the stairs to
the parlor every thought of his trouble
had vanished.

Besides the angels, God has other
sweet and gracious means for drawing
our hearts upward.

But when Louis entered the ]mlm
the events of the day came back in a

brother.
and it

flash : for there before him stood Tom
Norton. With something like a gasp

Louis drew back, the muscles of his
face twitching violently and his com-
plexion growing ashen pale.

Tom came forward, held
hand, and endeavored to smile.

© Dou't run off, Louie; you don't
know how mean 1 feel. I'm real sorry
—awful sorry—sure. ('mnv on, old
follow, and shake hands.”

Louis’ hl\" quivered with something
like a smile ; the hard lines of his face
relaxed @ his eves softened into tender
The almost instananeous change
was at once beautiful and touching
Ile held out his hand, which Tom
grasped cordially.

out his

ness.

and the ignorance of the people ”

But the laity is educated,
more learned they are the better Cath
olics they are.

They hazard a sccond guess: ““It's
the Jesuits "—but the Jesuits are only
three hundred years old, and we man-
aged without them before that.

And so they but we—we
know that it is the sacrament of pen

guess on |

ance, the unnu\ for the terrvible sin
disease, that gives the Church the |
power it has over the minds aud hearts
of her faithful childven.
-
Fagged Onf.—None but those who have
o ( t, v wi \ wes-ed,
) v 1e i | 15 gone,
nd despor I ke o
I hey fe ht i ! e
.. 'There, however, is i t
olea’s Vegetalble Pills will de

in restoring he
¢ l'xxlllh\m
ing into the comyposition of

)
o two of the articies enter-

Parelee’s Pills,

and the

Louie,”
freely,

*Youre a real good tellow,
blurted forth Tom, now smiling
| and unconsciously throwing aside the

weeping child.  He said nothing, but
awaited in silent sympathy.

“Excuse me,"” pleaded Louis, when
the first violence of his emotion had
passed, *‘but I conldn't help it, I really
¢onldn't, I didu't expeet such kind-
uess from any living boy.”

‘Oh, pshaw! 1 haven't
too kind. Dut from this cut y

[§

it

Tom Norton must have had some
paculiar magnetic power over Louis :
for in the conversation that ensued the
child gave utterance for the first time

¢ n boy.

Tom Nortou spent the evening with
his new friend. They ‘'did’ their
themes together, ran over the next
morning’s recitations, and, after
further talk, separated for the night,
two of the merriest, two of the happiest
boysin Cincinnati.
Many years may come and go over
their heads, many days now memor-
able to them may be crushed into ob
livion by the strong hand of time : but
this day, when each conquered himself
in the fight for love and justice, shall

asked the lesson that our little friend
took heart and went through his reci
tation in a manner that astonished the
clags and caused Mr. Frank to radiate
happiness.

Nor did Tom's efforts stop here. In
the course of the day he put Louis upon
terms of friendship with Ed. Ronald,
Frank Trainer, Charlie Walker, and
others of Me. Frank's best and most
genial pupils of the preceding year.
For all this, there remained a leaven
of the ancient unkinduess After

school Tom aud Louis generally walked
home together. Duas one afternoon
Louis, unable to find Tomw, started off
alone, He had not fairly turued

corne

r, when behold the old
old way were

trio in
his heels

A momen: later 1 Norton cam
hurrying out of the collez As
he turned the corner and i« }
situation, he broke into ad ! 1

secutors were linked arm i

happily iguorant that there v |
a new member bringing up the rear of
their procession. They became vividly
re of this fact, t)wvl h, when Tom
put turdy havd on each of the outer

heads and brought them bumping with
some en winst the third head.
There w immediate unlocking

as an

of arms, a triple howl of pain ; 1
then three dazed lads stood holding
their hands to their heads with a

]n.ull res(ue unanimity of <'«'~luu-
What did you do 1hm for 2" sput-
tered Fred Harman, who, having h.-x:n
the middleman of the three, had a
hand applied to two sides of his head,
as though it were winter and he were
suffering for lack of ear muffy

Tom gave the Hibernian answer,

““What were you fellows dogging
Louie Harold for?"

“Oh, just for fun!"

“Youdon't say ! Well, that's what
I knocked your heads together for—
just for fun.”

“Is wasn't very funny,
you,” said Fred Rollins.

* Well, I cantell you,”
with flashing eyes, ‘‘it'll be a heap
funnier next time, I'll hold your heads
together and rub down your ears to
the natural size, you miserable little
cowards! You'd better clear off now ;
and don't you try bullying Louie
Harold again.”

I'rom that day forth persecution was
at an end. Louis contrived to grow
ighter and happier, till, by degrees,
xcessive timidity completely dis-
appeared, and he rose to be one of the
leaders of his class.

But he never forgot the sufferings of
those first weeks : nor did*T'omn Norton.
The very fact that a fellow student was
triendless, nnnoticed, or timid sufiized
to induce these two friends to take him
up. And so there gradually came
upon the class a terin of ia: ting peace
and sweet charity.

THE END.
- »
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