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like his mother. She’d immolate
herself for those she loved.

He found himself nodding, and
sat up with a start. This was no

way to enjoy an ('\«‘w‘l\iﬁ)ﬁ-*~‘.l'('|)ing‘

over a book and the fire! The book
was worthy of more courtesy than
that, he told himself with some of
Maurice, jr's., whimsicality.

And then, although the written |

words were before his eyes and

though his glance seemed to follow |
the lines, he thought he heard the |
He |

jingle of bells—sleigh bells.
heard Maurice’s laugh and John’s
deeper voice sounded in his ears.

““Yes he did—he said that ‘Seeing
Nellie Home' was written by another
fellow to save him the trouble,”
jibed John.
us these horses could go, Maurice ?
They're crawling. You're not
seeing Nellie home yet, remember.’

“Once thet fellow thinks
made a joke or pun he skins it
alive,”’ said Maurice.

Nellie’s voice ent in across the |

langhter. And, “You're going fast
enough to suit me, Maurice.”

;a8 Rose—his careful Rose. She
liked fast horses and fast cars at a
very safe distance. ‘‘And we're
swinging in on the bridge now . .”

And then it seemed to Maurice
Collins that every drop of blood in
his veins turned cold with horror.
There was danger . . danger. They
were on the bridge—had reached
the railroad track were
ing it. And like a crash from
heavens came the thunder of
express train around the curve
the red eye shone upon the ter
faces.

“ Dear God,” he heard Rose say.
And then, *“Into Thy hands . . .”
That was Rose. Even dezth would
find her ready. Nellie screamed.
Poor, pretty little Nellie ; the world
seemed to stand still. Space was
annihilated. Time disappeared.
Frightful anguish tore at his very
hear tstrings—and then as his senses
realized the impending disaster a

aint and shadowy, seemed

pon the !} and

thrown back, while the
g in upon the th

way.
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was beating to suffocation.

“0Oh, Thank God! Thank God!
it was « ] ! A dream,”
ke whis was only a
dream ! He put his hand to his head
in a dazed way. He sat down again,
but the book had lost attraction.
He moved restlessly, his fingers
shaking, and the beating of his
keart matches the beating of the
pulses in his throbbing te mples.

“1 am worried,” he said, aloud.
“1 confess it. I am worried.”
From outside came the sound of
sleigh bells. He sprang to the
window. Yes, there was Maurice.
John was out, helping his mother
And now the father at the
door, and took his wife from the
boy’s arms.

“We've had a shock,” gaid the
lad, gravely. ‘‘Wait till we
Nellie. She’s fainted, I think.’

“ It was at the track,”’ said Mrs.
Collins. She was shaking like a
feaf. “The train ... we
warning. The gates weren’t down.”’

* And the man ? What happened
to Gilbert 7"’ asked Maurice Collins.
They stared at him.

“There wasn’'t any man,” said
Maurice. ‘““No one. And yet—I
swear 1 had help when I was swing-
ing those horses back—I couldn’t
ever have done it alone. The station
agent had seen it all—there’ll be an
explanation sometime, I suppose :
we didn’t wait for any. ‘You've
had somebody’s prayers, young
fellow,” he said. ‘I’ve never seen a
more miraculous escape in my
life."”

“It was Gilbert,” muttered
Maurice Collins. ‘I saw it all—
and I saw it all. I saw Gilbert
swing the horses back.”

Rosalie put her two hands on her
father’s shoulders and there was a
grave light on her face—a queer
light that told Maurice Collins then
and there what Rosalie’s
was to be. She would immolate
herself for those she loved, under a
higher, kinder lover than any she
might find in this world.

‘“Dad,”’ she said
“I think you've seen prayer made
visible. I know Uncle Gilbert
sorry. I know he’s praying for us.
8end for him. It was his prayers
that saved us, dad, tonight.”’

“1 will go to him, Rosalie,”
her father, gently.
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And so Gilbert Collins came home
among his own for Christmas Day.
No one ever tried to explain the
incident of that evening.
some things which can
explained.

never be

COMING LATE TO MASS

Why is it, that some people come
into church just at the last moment,
and even a few minutes late 7  Let
us leave aside the consideration of
the fault committed by missing any
part of a Mass of obligation. Let

us regard it from the devout and |

reverend and courteous and busi-
pess-like side of the question. If
we knew we had to catch a train for
eur daily work, we would do it—we
would plan our time in a-business-

| like way in order to do it.
| trifle with God’s time on the one day

“1 thought you told |

he’s |

That |

get |

had no |

future |

tremulously. |

is |

There are |

Yet we

He usked us to give Him exclusive-
ly. If we were invited to dine with
a friend, we would not
hurriedly and out of breath, at the
last moment. That were discour-
teous. But our
how different we act toward Him !
We delight in long conversations
with those whom we love ; but we
hurry into church a minute before

Mass begins, and out again before |
altar, as |
if we were fairly anxious to have |

the priest has left the

“‘con-
with our Lord, whom we

done with our prayers—our
versation”’

know we ought to love the best.— |
| The Sentinel of The Blessed Sacra-

ment.
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HOLY FATHER
P
EXTOLS VEN. JOHN NEUMANN

(8pecial to The Piiot)

5.~The

Rome, Jan. recent De-

eree of the Holy Father, Benedict |

XV., pronouncing the virtue of the
Venerable Servant of God, John
Nepomucene Neumann, Bishop of
Philadelphia, of the Congregation of

| the Most Holy Redeemer, to be of

heroic degree, has occasioned much
joy throughout the United States
and especially in the Redemptorist
Order of which Bishop Neumann
was an illustrious member.

The Holy Father’s beautiful allo
cution on the ocecasion deserves the
attention of all faithful who
are thereby urged to imitate the
virtues of the saintly character held
up before them.

the
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as follows
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numbered sons of distant America
who to the zeal nf the missionary of
Williaumsville, of the religious of
Pittsburg or of Baltimore owed the
beginning or the unfolding of
Christian life. We applaud
opportune observations to
We have just listened.
*1 the Father of the entire

Christian family maintains impar-
tial benevolence toward all his sons;
therefore, as He augurs universal
| benefit from it, so He rejoices at
sight of any fact which may result
| in the general interest, even when
[ in its first aspect it would seem to
be directed only toward a particular
| utility.

It is precisely this which falls to
Us at this moment. Because, while
We know the motives of especial in-
terest which some of our sons
should find in Our decree of today,
We desire that not even one of them
| may remain indifferent to the pro-
clamation of the heroic virtue of the
Venerable Neumann. This is equi-

valent to saying that the ceremony
| of today, if it establishes in Our
heart auguries of a particular
nature, fixes likewise desires of a
| general nature.

‘ Especially do We
| We

ner, in the

their
the
which

believe that

| the decree of today, by reason of
| the .ery nature of the
| which We present in the Venerable
| Neumann.

[

| BASIS OF

HEROIC VIRTUE

| . "
| “Perchance the simplicity of this |
exaggerated by |

| nature has been
| those who do not think that the
| heroic degree can be recognized in
the virtue of this Servant of God,
| because to their eyes the good
| works and holy deeds of Neumann
are those good and holy
which every pious religious, every
good Bishop should accomplish.

most simple works performed with
constant perfection in the midst
of inevitable difficulties are able to
| establish the heroism of the virtue
of any Servant of God.

‘“ But, in the simplicity of these
works We recognize a strong argu-
ment for saying to the faithful of
whatever age, sex or
You can imitate the
Neumann.’

“ This does not require that all
should, as John Neumann, embrace
| the ecclesiastical state, that, like

him, they should enter the life of

the missionary or should lead the
| life of the religious ; still less can it
be required that, like the Bishop of
| Philadelphia, they should all govern
dioceses or be shepherds of a mysti-
| cal flock : itis only required that all
| should be ‘men of their duty.’

“The duty peculiar to every Chris-

tian is pointed out by God, Who,
| now by means of direct inspirations,
now by means of the representatives
of His authority, indicates to each
man what path he should take in
order to attain the end proposed to
him. In other words : in order not
to fail in this aim, it suffices to
follow the path which conducts to
it. Oh! why should we imagine
that it should always be a clear
path, among rocks and precipices,
among brambles and thorns ?

Venerable

rush in!

best Friend—ah ! |

| many

| churches and

n say that all Our sons should |
| derive advantage from the news of |

virtues |

works |

We will again repeat that even the |

condition : |

OVERCOMES OBSTACLES

erable Neumann, We have thought
it to be untrue that he did not
encounter difficulties. He began to

encounter them in the refusal to be |

admitted into the Seminary because
of lack of room ; he encountered
them in the refusal of Holy Ordina-
tion because of the abundance of
priests, And when finally he was
able to follow his vocation of mis-
sionary, were there not harsh and
continual struggles which he had to
sustain, especially against the arts
and the cunning of the
of Catholicism, who sought to im-
pede or to ruin his work ?

**To speak truly, We do not com-
prehend how, in the midst of
difficulties he was able
the erection of so
the founding of so

effect

many
and founded in the four years of

apostolate in the yast regions sur- |

We |

rounding the Falls of Niagara.
do not speak of the infirmity which
same upon him, unless to say that
it opened to him the way to seek
admission into the worthy Congre-
gation of the Most Holy Redeemer,
The sons of St. Alphonsus have his
memory in benediction ; We can
well believe that his life of Kw]«'mp-
torist did not pass beyond a wholly
simpleand common manner,although
very shortly he had the government
of important religious houses. And
shall it I been a ‘simple life’
which he led after his elevation

the scopal dignity 7?7 We do no
believe that such could have bee
the life of one who, in eight vears
of his episcopate not only com-
;.}.-uwl the work of the erection of
the Cathedral his pre
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“It seems to Us
argument ougnt
suade those near
tance that no one should remain
indifferent to the news of the
decree which proclaims the heroism
of the virtue of the Venerable John
Nepomucene Neumann.

‘*“ And yet We see evidences of
surprise upon the countenances of
those who cannot conceive a hero
apart from grand enterprises. We
hasten to say that grand enter-
prises can be the result of simple
works when these are entirely
furnished with perfection and per-
formed with uninterrupted con-
stancy.

*To demonstrate this proposition
there is need of
aspect of the Venerable Neumann,
gince the simplicity of the works
performed by him do not prevent
him from being a wonderful
example of activity.

and
that this first
suflice per-

these at a dis-
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BISHOP NEUMANN’S GREAT WORKS

and of schools opened by the mis-
sionary and Bishop. We cannot
omit recording the still greater
number of missions preached by
him, of Sacraments administered,
of pastoral visits opportunely made,
of new practices of devotion intro-
duced, especially the pious exercise
of the Forty Hours, first known in
the United States of America and
established by him in a great nurm:-
ber of churches. But the merit of
an active man is not signifled by the
great number of his deeds so much
as by their efficacy and stability,
since true activity is not simply a
stir ; it is not a thing of a day; it
is a work which unfolds in the
present hour, but is the fruit of the
past and should be good seed for
the future. These are the char-
acteristics of the activity of Neu-

| mann.

‘ Finally, he
sionary work according to the in-
spirations of a Higher Voice.
informed him of the care with which

| he was to prepare to learn foreign

tongues which he was to use later
on; it pointed out to him the insist-
ence with which he was to petition
his Bishop to go to America,
the promptness with which he was
to accept the invitation so provi-
dentially given, it spoke to him of

the solicitude with which he should |
| prepare by practising as well as by |

words

“ It is not to be wondered at that,
with such opportune preparation,
the ministry of Neumann flourished
most actively. Nor did he increase
his activity unless for the salvation
of souls, with a view only to the
greater glory of God.

‘“ His biographer asserts that the

Servant of God attributed in great
part the efficacy of his ministry to

the disinterestedness with which he |
worked, because even the unfaithful |

said of him: ‘This missionary

wishes only the good of my soul !
*“The man truly active must keep

his eyes fixed on the future; it is

enemies |
| had especial care for the parochial
80 |

to |
many |

schools as Neumann erected |

twhere

showing another |

prepared his mis- |
It |

| soul.

| example of

| necessary, We

 dance of heavenly blessings upon

| doing among those who, by reason

| the true method of impressing |
““ In reading the Life of the Ven- |

stability on his works. ow this
stability depends on the practical
estimate of things and of works in
conformity and in proportion to the
objective merit of each of them, It
is evident that spiritual goods ought
to be esteemed more than materia!, |
and that he who promotes the intel-
lectual and mora!l ht to
be called a more active man than he
who works only to effect the physi- |
cal and material benefits of the
]u'n]vll'.

FOSTERS PAROCHIAL

gre

S8CHOOLS

““ Neumann, particularly after his |
elevation to the episcopal dignity, |

schools; he wished them to be
neither mixed nor neutral; in fore-
geeing the damages which would |
result from both the one and the
other, he favored schools openly |
Catholic. On his entrance into the
diocese of Philadelphia he found |
such schools established in but two
parishes ; at his death he left over |
two hundred. Oh, Who will not say |

| that the activity of the Venerable

Neumann appears wonderful not so
much for the good which he effected
in the fleeting hour of the present,
as for that which he secured to a
future age? In promoting true in-
tellectual progress in these children
of toc W rightly appeared to
him as the arbiters of tomorrow,
Neumann showed himself a man
truly most active, and of this
activity the fortunate dioceses
worked the fruits
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and arranged to give to the dervant
of God a Coadjutor. And was it
not to this Coadjutor that Neumann
d, three years later, anew,
to cede the diocese of Philadelphia
and go to that of Pottsville? The
change did not take place, because |
the holy Bishop died before the |
Sacred Congregation of Propaganda |
had pronounced on new pro- |
posal. But the fact of his reiter-
ated request is 2 gument of the
generosity of soul with which Neu-
mann bore privationsand was ready
to bear even greater for the good of |

propos
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| the souls entrusted to him. |

““No one can doubt that the |
simplicity of the works performed |
by our Venerable servant did not |
hinder him from becoming a most
marvellous example of activity. |
That simplicity has made Us argue |
that no one of Our sons should be |

| indifferent to the proclamation of |
| the heroic virtue of Neumann, be-

‘“ We have already spoken of the |
grand number of churches erected |

new |
to

in the
difficult

cause all should find
hero an example not
imitate.

SPURS CATHOLIC ZEAL

““ And should not this marvellous
activity of Neumann serve as spurs
to the zeal of many, to exert them-
selves,—and all should do so—for
the glory of God, and the good of
their neighbor ?

‘“ Oh, may it become in truth an
efficacious stimulus for those who,
with Neumann, have the common
vocation of missionary ; may it be
likewise for Bishops ,who, with
Neumann, have in common the
dignity and the responsibility of a
very high office ; but may it also be
a spur to all those who, in our days,
»all themselves promoters of Catho-
lic action. We desire that they
may be active, but with that activ-
ity of the Venerable Neumann, and
which was so marvellous because
prepared by study, nourished by
zeal and disinterestedness, wisely
ordered to its end, and made fruit-

| that

| The Kalends of January in ancient |

ful by incomparable generosity of

“We cherish the hope that Our

desires may be fulfilled, because |

| the sons of St. Alphonsus will cer- |
and |

prceede in imitation of the
their Venerable Con-
frater, thus increasing the glories
of their worthy Congregation.

““ But to the end that the lesson
drawn from the decree of today
may be taken by all with that favor |
which it merits and may be prac-
ticed by all with that zeal which is
\ implore abun-

tainly

the
Our sons both near and at a dis-
stance.

‘“0Oh, The
excites a holy

of God
in well-

blessing
emulation

of nationality or ministry or dignity
have especial bond: with the Ven-
erable John Neumann. But, in
virtue of the holy benediction of
God, the efficacy of the decree
which proclaims heroic the merit of
the Bishop of Philadelphia, extends

beyond the classes which have
especial bonds with him and effects
no one remain indifferent to |
this proclamation, because all |
ought to imitate him in whom the
simplicity of works did not impede
the wonderful activity of life.”
THE CHALLENGE OF
NEW YEAR’S DAY
- |
The New Year, today no less than |
in the days of the earliest Chris- |
tians, marks the renewal of the |
confliect between the spirit of
the world and the spirit of Christ. |
Rome had its message of sensualism |
and of pride, against which the |
followers of St. Peter had to slw'll
themselves if they would be true to |
the teaching of the Gospel ; and in |
our times the promise of joy with |
which the New Year, climbing over
the disappointments of the old, |
makes its smiling bow to credulous |
humanity, is scarcely less deeply |
saturated with paganism than it |
was in the days of the Saturnalia |
and the Lupercalia. As of old, so |
now, there must be searching of the |
Christian heart to in what |
manner shall be fulfilled in wus|
during the coming year of grace
the words of St. Paul. ‘' The old
things are put aside, all things are
made new.”
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ons that Christ taught. And
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h haste as

fore, is a time for taking stock of
our ideals and our practise. Our
environment is not such as to keep
those ideals clear or to make their
practice eas; We are living in the
midst of those who do not share our
conception of life, and ‘it is inevit-
able that we should gather some of
the dust of the world as we go
through our daily ways. We need
to indulge in periodic mental house-
cleaning if we would keep our souls
free from contagion, tochallengeour
hearts sternly if we keep them from
drifting with the popular current.
The question put to us by New
Year’s day should be met squarely.
Are we compromising, or are we in
fact what we are in profession? Is
our Catholicism a mere veneer or is
it something that goes to the very
core of our being? Have we the
courage of our convictions? On the

| answer to this question will depend |

in lurge measure our right to happi-
ness in the twelve month
beginning.—America.

A YOKE OF LOVE

One knows how difficult faith is
and yet how easy. Dogma
yoke ; but that is not the last word ;
it is a ‘“light” yoke, a sweet
burden, a yoke of love. Consider
Our Dear Lord’s belief in us ; was
there ever faith like that ? He had
no need to believe in Himself — but
to believe in us! Consider the
magnificant belief required to
institute the Blessed Sacrament—
this ‘“‘Breviary of miracles’ for us !
And yet in our pettiness we call it
a “‘yoke’’ to believe in God!—The
Sentinel of The Blessed Sacrament.

e

now |

is a |

A man in any station can do its |
duty, and doing it, can earn its own |
respect.—Emerson. \

\

The real calamity of life is to |

| become bitter; to let go, to cease |
| striving ; to cease unfolding and

growing.

OIL LIGHT BEATS
ELECTRIC OR GAS|

BURNS 942, AIR |

A new oil lamp that gives an amaz- |
ingly brilliant, soft, white light, even |
better than gas or electricity, has been
tested by the U. S. Government and 35 |
leading universities and found to be
guperior to 10 ordinary oil lamps. It
burns without odor, smoke or noise—no
pumping up, is simple, clean, safe. |
Burns 94 % air and 6% common keresene
(coal-oil).

The inventor, T. T. Johnson, 246 Craig
St. W. Montreal, is offering to send a
lamp on 10 days’ FREE trial, or even to
give one FRLE to the first user in each
locality who will help him introduce it.
Write him to-day for full particulars.
Also ask him to explain how you can
get the agency, and without experience
or money make $250 to $500 per month.

HAS NEVER FELT

THE RHEUNATISM

Since Taking “Fruit-a-tives”
The Famous Fruit Medicine

P.O. Box 123, Paressoro, N.S,
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never felt my Rheumatism since’.

JOHN E, GUILDERSON,
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AGENTS WANTED — Men and Women —

Big Money-Making Proposition.

Grant & McMillan Co. 357 Ciron 3t

Jept.R11,Toronto
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| Limited, Toronto
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UNDER THE
OLD FLAG

wda is

self-governing Colony in
the British Empire and—
it’s Spring in Bermuda
now.

Ask your
Agents

or write
A. F. WEBSTER & SONS
53 Yonge Street, Toronto

Free illustrated Official
Tourist Guide on request

the oldest

local  Steamship
re rates and sailings

Write the Secretary, Ber-
muda Trade Develop-
ment Board, Hamilton,
Bermuda, for any special
informa tion required.

Lameness neglected |
often becomes serious

and permanent and the

more difficult the re-
overy.

Promptly treatod with Ab-

sorbine, Jr. the joints.and

muscles soon lose their

sorenegs and stiffness,

# cAbsorbine, Jr. is made of
herbs and is non - po
ous—safe and pl
to use.

$1.25 a bottle
at most druggists'
W. F. YOUNG, Inc,
344 St. Paul St., Montreal

Absorbine.J!

ANTIS EPTIC LINIMENT

| was the son of a Confederate colonel

| fortunes.

Hay Fever, Astiima

Catarrr and Chronic Bronchiti!

All surrendered thelr terrible effects upon the
human bodles of no less than 10,000 Canadians,
by use of Buckley's 2 Bottle Treatment. Don't

suffer one minute longer. Bend to-day for trial
slzeo, 10¢

W. K. BUCKLEY LIMITED, MFG. CHEMISY
142A Mutual Street Toronto, Ont.

OZEMA 53
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aper and send &

YOX §

You are not
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you use Dr,
Ohase’s Olnt.
skin Irrita.
¢ box Dr,
you mention this

20, sxamp for postage., 60¢, &
all dealers or Edmanson, Bates & Co.,

Newfoundland (Representative : Gerald 8,
Doyle, St. John's.

F. E. LUKE
OPTOMETRIST
AND OPTICIAN

167 YONGE S8T., TORONTO

(Upstairs Opp. Simpson's)

Eyes Examined and Glass Eyes Fitted

LONDON
OPTICAL CO.

Have Your Eyes Examined
Dominion Savings Bullding
Richmond 8t

Phone 8180

L risk
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SPEECHES B8Y

1d Burke (1780-17987)
Flood (1782-1791)
ussey Burgh (1742.1788)
an (1746-182(
sot Curran (1750-181
Drinsley
1-18186)
Peter Burrowee, K.C, (17568
John Sheares (1756-1798)
I'neobald Wolfe Tone (1768-179%)
William Conyngham Plunket
(1764-18564)
Thomas Goeold (1766-1848)
Daniel O’'Connell (1775-1847)
Robert Emmet (1778-1808
Richard Lalor Sheil (1791.1861)
Isaac Butt (1812-1879)
Thomas Francis Meagher
(1828-1867)
The Rev. Mr. Cahill
The Manchester Martyrs
A. M. Sullivan (1830-1884)
Lord Russell of Killower
(1882-1900)
Charles Stewart Parnell
(1846-1891)
Michael Davitt (1846-1806
John E. Redmond (1851)

Price $1.50

Postage 100. Extra

The Catholic Record

LONDON, CANADA
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1841

“Honour
Without
Renown”

A NOVEL
By Mrs. Innes-Browne
Sequel to
“Three Daughters of the
United Kingdom"
New Edition with Frontispiece

We get glimpses of life in Paris during
the siege hy_[ht' CGermans, and from cover
to cover the interest is unflagging, —Catholic

™ $1.42 Post Paid

The Catholic Record

By Esther W. Neill
ICHARD MATTERSON, whose historical
studies had led him to become a Catholio,
The tale

| opens with his departure from a seminary in

response to his sister's letter acquainting him
with the desperate of the family
And so the black desert of unex
pected disappointment leads the way to *‘the
red ascent” through struggles which tried body
as well as soul, and conquers a situation well-
nigh hopeless, The construction of the plot s
gplendid, and the characters are drawn with
exceptional skill.

condition

It Is a Fine Stirring Story
$1.25 Post Paid

The Catholic Recori

LONDON, CANADA




