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to be ettnotlTe, elo-dootrlne, prov 
qoent, forceful, humorous et times, end 
originel, he receives e “divine œil” to 
come end be their minister, Bat whet 
of the men who bed given them felthful 
service for jeers. He is provided for, 
of course, but es e general thing pieced 
nesr the end of the dees—sent to some

The Ouerdlsn concedes to the Ohuroh self, end bee become the distinctive 
the right to mske any sort of decree for title of his successors, 
the guidance of her members. Is there No nemo is better worthy of the 
e single Christian sect that does not study of Catholics who love to seek out 
olelm in spiritual matters entire lib- the greet characters who have largely 
erty I Even the individual who is effll- made the history of the world, 
leted with no religious communion 
claims end exercises absolute liberty in 
Such matters. Would he not resent as 
unwarrantable interference a civil lew 
controlling his conscience in any way '/
Catholics, then, must be free to believe 
end practice what they please in spirit­
ual matters, including the sacrament of 
matrimony.

The greet objection, however, that 
the Guardian urges against the working 

ten out of the marrlsge decree is one that 
we must admit must appear to Protest 
ants very serious.

“When the Roman Catholic priest 
enters the borne end seeks to separate 
husband end wife, we think the limit 
has been overstepped."

We quite agree with our contempor­
ary. We do not think there are many 
priests in Canada who would so mistake 
their duty in the premises. We are 
sure that no priest would have the 
approval of hla bishop in such > course.
The course of prooedure would be to 
validate the marriage, and if the Pro­
testant party should refuse to renew 
consent to marriage, there is a dispen­
sation in radice which would apply 
should the Catholic party desire to have 
the marriage made valid in the eyes of 
the Church.

ith “Only last week,” the Guardian pro­
ceeds, “we were informed of three such 
eases in three small towns. In the first 
case the husband was a Roman Catholic 
and the wife a Methodist, and the wife 
and children were attending the M ethod - 
1st Church. The priest visited the man 
and told him bluntly he was not married, 
that his children were illegitimate and 
that his wife was simply his mistress."

From what we have already said, it 
can be seen we consider that priest to 
be coarse-grained and mistaken in his 
duty. The man ordered the priest out, 
which was the proper thing to do.

“In another case the wife was a Pres­
byterian, and the same tactics were re­
sorted to, but without result. In the 
third case, however, the husband actu­
ally left his wife and children, and for 
nearly a year he has never contributed 
a cent for their support.”

Here are three cases, in two 
of them the alleged action of 
the priest had no effect what­
ever ; in the third it is not clear 
that the priest had anything whatever 

The editorial in question is an an- to do with the desertion of the husband, 
ewer to the Honorable Sir Richard In any case the wife had all the rights 
Scott’s article on the Ne Temere which that the law could give her, and might 
recently appeared In the Record, and i have brought an action at law against 
which the Guardian admits treats the the husband for non-support. Such

cases. occur every day and are not 
chargeable to the Ne Temere decree.

We believe that the very undesirable 
feeling that obtains, owning not so 
much to the Ne Temere decree as to the 
Ne Temere agitation, can only be 
allayed by educated and influential 
men, Catholic and Protestant, calmly 
facing the question as it stands and 
wisely seeking a solution.

doing business. Prosecutions for con­
spiracy and imprisonment it found 
guilty seems to us to be the only course. 
The Infliction M fines will have little or 
no effect. The floes are paid and the 
conspirators will continue to do b usi­
nées at the old stand as usual.

“ ADVERTISE”
A preacher in New York named Rev. 

01me.8tesle, who lsSuperintendent of the 
Presbyterian department of the Labor 
Ohuroh, advises that churches ought to 
follow the example of saooeaeful business 
men and advertise freely. He would 
have the preacher offer a oholoe selec­
tion of attractions for every Sunday 
service. Surely this is going far away 
from the old standards. The Christian 
church is supposed to be a place of wor­
ship, not a vaudeville The reverend 
gentleman, we suppose, would have bar­
gain days, grand openings of spring and 
summer styles In theology, a resuscita­
tion of the old operas, and a presenta­
tion of the newest comic ones. We 
are living in a fast age, an age of sham 
and inconsistency. Whilst the parish­
ioners of the reverend gentleman re­
ferred to ere fast becoming deohristion- 
ized, they are ever ready to contribute 
liberally towards extending the gospel 
of salvation to the heathen.

ask this question—what doctrines must 
be accepted as essential to salvation— 
absolutely fundamental”—and, “is that 
a question for fall and free discussion?” 
It seen» a pity to say it, but this 
anxious soul has about as much pros­
pect of receiving an answer as If he 
asked Sir James Whitney for hie opinion 
on bl-llnguallsm— for the simple reason 
that those whom be interrogates do not 
know. They h#ve, so for as they are 
concerned, made hash of the Christian 
faith, and are besting the air in a 
phrenzy of wild conjecture as to the 
very first principles of revealed religion. 
What then have they to offer to this 
eager quest for the bread of life, but the 
atones of the streetl
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MR. BERNARD SB AW 
As a writer Mr. Bernard Shaw la in 

the publia eye. He la original and flip­
pant, but his pen leaves at times a trail 
of prejudice. Mr. Bernard Shaw has 
taken upon himself the defence of those 
unlovely people from Ireland who are 
known as the “Irish Players.” In many of 
the American cities they have presented 
whet is called the “ Playboy of the 
Western World.” The Playboy murders 
hla father. For this he receives un­
stinted applause from bis fellows ; and 
this is called a perfect delineation of 
Irish character. Perhaps In no country 
in the world are parents held in such 
veneration si in Ireland. When, there­
fore, Mr. Bernard Shaw calls this theat­
rical outfit a real Irish oo npany it will 
be noted that Mr. Bernard Shaw has 
risen superior to the truth. When Mr. 
Bernard Shaw declares that there are 
not a half dozen real Irishmen in Amer­
ica outside that company of actors he 
will be adjudged guilty of a gross in­
accuracy of statement. As well might 
he say that Harry Lauder is the only 
real Scotchman extant. Mr. Bernard 
Shaw calls Mr. John Synge, the writer 
of the “Playboy of the Western World,” 
an Irish writer with a real Irish name. 
The Kellys, Burkes and Sheas he would 
not admit to be Irish at all. Mr. Ber­
nard Shaw belongs to that class of 
Englishmen who retain a deep hatred 
for, and will look bat with contempt 
upon, all natives of the Emerald Isle 
who will not consent to be retrievers 
for them. The real English gentleman 
is one of the noblest specimens of 
mankind. Mr. Bernard Shaw ia far 
removed from that class. He is 
one of those who possesses more 
than his share of inflated boastful­
ness, and firmly believes that onr good 
Lord created the Angles and the 
Saxons first and made all other human 
beings afterwards for their special 
benefit. Yes, Mr. Bernard Shaw hate, 
the Irish with a vehement hatred; and 
against such men as Mr. Bernard Shaw 
may be laid the charge that for centuries 
they have been the means of preventing 
the creation of a feeling of amity be­
tween Ireland and England. Once upon 
a time men like Mr. Bernard Shaw 
James Anthony Fronde for instance> 
were liberally paid out of the secret 
service money of England to delame the 
Irish people. They were sent to America 
for that purpose. Moreover, English 
gold was employed to buy up the 
editorial columns of some of the New 
York press in the old days with 
the object of crashing the spirit 
of Irish nationality in America. 
But all these efforts failed, and 
the Irish to-dav in the United 
States form a powerful element in the 
government oi that country. And so it 
will ever be, for it matters not where 
the Irish go they carry with them the 
fear and love of God and keep in close 
touch with the faith St. Patrick planted 
in their native country. Ireland will 
ever continue to give to the world the 
best and bravest spirits, by sheer worth 
forging their way to the top in every 
sphere that ennobles humanity. The 
Kellys and Burkes and Sheas were re­
viled in the old days by the Puritans, 
but they are now living and thriving 
and multiplying in the land of the Puri­
tans, whilst the Miles Standishes have 
become well-nigh extinct. And the 
Kellys, Burkes aud Sheas will be with 
us when the Shaws sre forgotten.

■mall congregation oftentimes in an oat 
of the way rural locality, and in looking 
back upon hla life work the bitter re­
flection oomee to him that hi» preaching 
woe all in; vain, that his hearers were 
bat the slaves of the entertainment 
plan and that the fundamentals of Chris­
tianity had bot little place In their 
daily lives. How different the system 
prevailing in that Ohuroh founded by 
our divine Lord. The sheep and the 
shepherd are as one, the former looking 
up to their guide with holy love and 
trust, the latter looking upon his flock 
with affection, ever guiding and guarding 
.’ •mu through life. His place Is secure. 
He may have come to them ia the hey­
day of youth and when the winter time 
of life oomee to him the love that sub­
sisted between them at the beginning 
has not only increased but partakes of 
that spirit which almost universally 
prevails between » model father sud the 
children jf his household.

TIME TO ACT
. We are pleased to note that some of 

oar people are beginning to pay serious 
attention to the harm done by reckless 
and oftentimes bigoted newspaper 
writers. The Canadian Press Agency 
in Winnipeg have been sending broad­
cast a story in regird to a case bearing 
on the Ne Temere decree which took 
place recently in Winnipeg. The story 
Is told that a Mrs. Frederick Brewster 
of that city was prevented by the 
Mother Superior of St. Bonifsoe 
Hospital from visiting her husband on 
the plea that under the Ne Temere 
decree she was not his legal wife. The 
lady, it seems, is s Catholic and the 
husband a Protestant, and they were 
married In a Protestant ohuroh. The 
yellow journal reporters have found in 
this incident an opportunity for playing 
all sorts of pranks with truth and the 
facts of the case will no doubt shortly 
oome into view, probably followed by the 
punishment of those people who have a 
habit, contracted through prejudice, of 
reviling the Catholic Church. We 
are now told that Mr. John 
O Connor, Barrister, of Winnipeg, 
has been retained by a Catholic 
society to conduct an enquiry into the 
facts of the Ne Temere case recently 
aired in Winnipeg. He is examining 
witnesses and rumor says If the outcome 
is favorable action may be taken against 
Winnipeg publishers to vindicate the 
attitude of the Church in the matter. 
Because of the fierce aud unjustifiable 
onslaughts which have been made on 
the Churjh from tlpie to time by cleric 
and lay demagogues, it seems to us most 
advisable that steps should be taken to 
put » term to this nefarious work, which 

only inflicts injustice upon the 
Catholic Church, but tends to create a 
spirit of unrest and distrust In the com­
munity and retards the real progress of 
the country.

hen subscribers ask lor their mail at the post 
si* would be well were they to .tell the clerk to 

give them their Catholic Ricohd. We have mloi- 
ma'.on of carelessness in a lew places on the per 
d- livery clerks who will sometimes look tor let

t Of

^Subscribers changing residence will please give old 
as well as new a The Guardian it much concerned 

about Home Rule for Ireland, and while 
unable to «hut its eyes to the inevitable, 
seems to be possessed of a lingering 
hope that some way, somehow, the blow 
may be averted. Ulster Unionists, it 
says, will demand 11 fullest safeguards 
against the sinister influence of the 
Roman hierarchy,” and then it goes on 
to ask it this arises from mere preju­
dice or is based on |undeniable factsl? 
The Irish peasant, it opines, is all 
right (in the light of the past a signifi­
cant if tardy admission,) but, 44 many 
Irish Methodists seem to have profound 
distrust of the Roman priesthood.” Of 
course they have ! The priesthood has 
blocked the way to every Methodist at­
tempt to undermine the faith of the 
Irish people. Priests have mounted 
guard over the faithful peasant in every 
pha«e of the warfare against hatred and 
oppression. They have stood at his 
bedside through the numerous famines 
and pestilences that have well-nigh de­
cimated the country. They have 
been his faithful friends and counsellors 
through the long dark night of persecu­
tion and trial, and are with him still as 
the morning., dawns. This, the Guard­
ian’s friends know, and having no love 
for the hereditary faith of Ireland they 
naturally distrust (the word is very 
artless) its sleepless guardians. In this 
case Methodist distrust is the Irish 
priesthood's highest testimonial.
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LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION 

Apostolic Delegation.
Ottawa, June 13th, 1905.

:
^My^Dear Sir.—^ince coming to Canada I have 
been a reader of your paper. 1 have noted with satis­
faction that it 1» directed with intelligence and 
ability, and, above all, that it is imbued with a strong 
Catholic spirit. It strenuously defends Catholic 
principles and rights, and stands firmly by the teach­
ings and authority of the Church, at the same time 
promoting the best interests of the country. Follow­
ing these lines it has done a great deal of good for 
the welfare of religion and country, and it will do 
more and more, as its wholesome influence reaches 
more Catholic homes. I therefore, earnestl y recom­
mend it to Catholic families. With my blessing on 
your work, and best wishes for its continued success. 

Yours very sincerely in Christ.
Donatus, Archbishop of F.phestis.

Apostolic Delegate.

MORE CARDINALS—PERPAPS 
A despatch from Rome dated the 26fch, 

which may be true, or which may have 
no foundation whatever in fact, but 
which we give for what it is wor h, an­
nounces that the Pope will hold another 
consistory in the spring, when several 
prelates, among them at least one Amer­
ican, will be elevated to the Cardinal- 
ate. Some wonder, we are told, was ex­
pressed that the consistory would follow 
so closely the conclave held recently, 
But this was partly explained by the 
growth of Catholicity and the changes 
in conditions governing the Ohuroh. 
The report, we are furthermore advised, 
has given rise to a great deal of specu­
lation as to the personnel of the new 
American cardinal or cardinals. Of 
course there may be other appointments 
from this country to the Sacred College 
and in the meantime the yellow press 
will have its candidates named for pro­
motion. The Pope, however, has a habit 
of sometimes disappointing these people 
and naming men for promotion who are 
not in the minds of the associated press 
gentlemen.

%

BE UP AND DOING 
A play entitled 44 There was no room 

for them in the Inn ” was last week pre­
sented in St. Peter’s Hall, this city. It 
was the work of amateurs, but, notwith­
standing^ very creditable performance. 
Other entertainments df au equally in­
teresting character have taken pl*oe in 
the same hall and tile result has given 
us reason to be thankful to the teachers 
of our Separate schools—the Sifters of 
St. Joseph*—and to Father Odrowski, 
who seems to have a special aptitude 
for bringing out the very best that is in 
the boys. These entertainments prompt 
us to draw attention to the importance 
of frequently bringing our Catholic 
people together to enjoy this aud kin­
dred amusements. Where they have 
not the same advantages as in London, 
the possession of perhaps the best paro­
chial hall in Canada, school houses could 
be utilized where entertainments of a 
literary and musical character could be 
frequently given. It is of importance, 
of course, that innocent recreations 
should have their place, but the main 
work, it appears to us, is the building of 
a strong Catholic character and the 
promotion of a^ taste for the higher 
things in life. Pastimes, as we said, 
have their place, but when undue promi­
nence is giveu to such — when spare 
hours $»re almost entirely devoted to 
them—nothing is left but vacant and un­
trained minds. It were difficult to real­
ize the full importance of promoting as 
far as possible a taste for good reading. 
This will give the boys and girls a golden 
asset that will be of inestimable value 
to them as long as they live. The boy 
or the young man who thinks only of 
shuffling pieces of paste board in euchre 
or whist games may possibly develop 
into the gambler. He will thus be far 
removed from the society of those who 
count for much in the community. He 
will be but a blank, and a bad blank at 
that, in the Dominion’s commercial and 
professional activities.

University of ott 
ada, March 7th,Ottawa, Can

Mr. Thomas Coffey 
Dear Sir : For some time past 1 have read your 

estimable paper, the Catholic Record, and congra­
tulate you upon the manner in which it is published. 
Its matter and form are both good ; and _ ... 
Catholic spirit pervades the whole. Therefore, w 
pleasure, I can recommend it to the faithtul. Bless­
ing you and wishing you success, believe me to re-

Yours faithfully in Jesus Christ. 1D. FalcoWio, Arch, of Larissa, 
Apos. Deleg.

London, Saturday, January 6, 1912

44WRECKING THE HOME*
In a recent number of the Christian 

Guardian under the above title there is 
an editorial which, considering the 
point of view, is not so very unfair, and 
yet is likely to do much harm.

The term “Romish Church” is not 
t scholarly; is it decent? We do not 

think sb. Why not “papish” or 
4,papiaher” ? We do find in the diction­
ary the term “Romish,'* which we are 
told is used in an opprobrious sense^ Is 
it gentlemanly to use an opprobrious 
epithet? We do not feel hurt, but we 
do feel a certain pity for the man who 
can descend to the use of such language.

not

NOTES AND COMMENTS 
Peter Pence this year in the Arch­

diocese of Philadelphia reached the 
magnificent total of $27,867.62, and 
Boston almost doubled it with a total of 
over $50,000. What more eloquent tes­
timony than this could be desired to 
the vitality of the Faith in America 
and tbe hold Pius X. has upon the hearts 
and minds of American Catholics !

It may still be a question whether 
France as a Christian nr ' ion will sur­
vive, but that, despite the trend of 
events in that country, the largest part 
of the French people adhere to their 
ancient faith signs are not wanting. 
Official statistics show that the anti- 
religious policy of the government is, 
especially in the West, leading to a re­
volt of parents against tbe teaching of 
atheistic materialism to their children. 
Last year, it is shown, that while the 
number of public schools increased 3.10 
per thousand, Christian schools grew at 
the rate of 9. per thousand. The pupils 
in the former showed an increase of but 
17.26, while in the latter the increase 

I was 28 per thousand. Further: in La 
Vendee, while in four years the State 
schools have lost 8,780 pupils, or 196 
per thousand of the total, the Christian 
private schools have gained 3,129. This 
decrease in State schools is also evid­
enced in those of Loire Inferieure with a 
falling-off of over 1,000 in a single year; 
and in Côte du Nord and Loire of more 
than 2,000 each.

A FREAK COUPLE 
This is what keeps the divorce courts 

working overtime : J ustloe of the Peace 
B. J. Meyer, of Sb. Joseph, Mich., mar­
ried a couple in the Savoy saloon on 
Dec. 21st. 
happy bridegroom and Marguerite 
Campbell the blushing bride. The cer­
emony took place in a wine room and 
the despatch tells us that beyond tb'- 
door of that room could be seen the b 
and, as the words were spoken tha 
made the two man and wife, the clink of 
glasses, smirks of tipplers, and the face­
tious wink of the wine clerk added in­
terest to the ceremony. The Justice 
said he married the couple because they 
both had insisted on tbe saloon as the 
place for the wedding. It may be taken 
for granted that Mr. Solomon Scott and 
the lady who is now Mrs. Solomon Scott 
have the most supreme contempt for the 
Ne Temere or any other decree that 
would raise impediments to marriage. 
We should not be surprised to hear that 
Mr. Scott and his wife would live 
together for awhile, then oome over to 
Windsor and get married again to other 
partners.

Another bitter enemy of the Ne 
Temere decree is Mr. Alex. Taylor 
Sturgeon, thirty-five years old, of May- 
bale, Ayrshire, Saotland, who was ar­
rested in Toronto on tbe 26th of Dec. at 
the instance of the Chief of Police of 
Edinburgh on a charge of bigamy. Ills 
second wife, an innocent party it seems, 
was handed oveF~Eo the Presbyterian 
Moral Reform Association. Sturgeon 
was an employee of the Toronto Street 
Railway Company.

As we write the agitation against the 
Ne Temere decree, whicb would prevent 
abuses of this kind, at least so far as 
Catholics are concerned, is still in full 
swing amongst a certain set of preachers 
who make it a practice on general prin­
ciples to deal a blow at the Catholic 
Church on every occasion because the 
pew-holders smilingly acquiesce.

Solomon Scott was the

subject 44 exhaustively and tempera­
tely.” We thought so ; we have no 
place in our columns for intemperate 
treatment of this question. Yet the 
Guardian says the article “ only shows 
more clearly the weakness of the Roman 
Catholic position.”

The Guardian in its statistics overlooks 
the fact that the decree is intended to 
prevent such mrrriages as take place at 
Windsor and Niagara Falls, much to 
the
clergymen who perform them—mar­
riages which do not appear amongst 
the divorce refcrds of Canada— 
but it is only the other day that we read 
of four divorces being granted in Detroit 
where the marriages were performed 
the previous week in Windsor.

“It is all very well to claim that the 
Ne Temere binds only Roman Catholics, 
but in the case of a mixed marriage 
whatever affects the Roman Catholic 
must affect also the Protestant.”

Statistics of Catholic missionary 
..ork among the colored people of the 
United States evidence a healthy 
growth. There are now thirteen priests 
and one hundred and twenty-nine sem­
inarians actively engaged or in advanced 
preparation for the vast undertaking of 
bringing this numerous people to the 
knowledge of the true Faith. Hitherto 
they have been a prey to every upstart 
fantastic sect, but signs are not wanting 
that the harvest is ready for the Catho­
lic missioner, and that its garnering de­
pends upon the interest aud support of 
good Catholics everywhere. Let us 
hope that this will not be lacking.

A-v 1 '*

of the Christiandishonor “ST. GREGORY THE GREAT”
A few years ago we stood in the 

Church of St. Gregory the Great, and 
on a marble slab inside the door were 
thece words : “ Step, pilgrim, aud read.” 
And there, together with two English 
Protestants, we read the nameg of 
Augustine and the forty monks who I 
with him converted England, and became 
the first Bishops of the old historic 
English Sees. What the feelings of our 
Protestant friends were we do not know; 
but they seemed deeply impressed, and 
later when the caretaker—an old woman 
—asked us to sit in Gregory’s chair in 
the little room or cell off the sanctuary, 
one of them said reverently : 44 No, we 
are not big enough fco fill tbat.chair.”

Are there any living who are big 
enough to fill that chair ?

St. Gregory the Great, the only man to 
whom history hao given both these titles 
—Saint and Great—w$s the first monk 
to fill the chair of St. Peter. Much had 
the monks dene already and more they 
did later for the civilization and Christ- 
iauization of the world. Even Catholics 
do not realize how much.

Gregory, the young monk, noting the 
white bodies, the fairfaces, and the 
golden hair of some youths who stood in 
the market place at Rome to be sold as 
slaves, asked : 44 From what country do 
these slaves come?” “They are English 
Angles,” the slave dealers answered. 
44 Not Angles, but Angels, with faces so 
Angel-like,” answered Gregory. “From 
what country come they ?,” 44 From 
Deira,” which waft the name of 
province of Britain. 44 De Ira,” was the 
untranslatable reply. De Ira, in Eng­
lish, from wrath.

In 590 he was elected Pope; but so 
averse was he to accept the great honor 
that he disguised himself and fled, but 
was discovered and brought back to 
Rome.

The conversion of England, though it 
touches ub perhaps more closely than 
anything else he did, was only one of 
the great things done by this great 
Pope.

He it was who first of all the Popes 
adopted in the preamble of official docu­
ments, the fine title 44 The Servant pt 
the Servants of God,” which impresses 
the seal of humility on the papacy it-

A study of France from another 
poiiifc of view is furnished in Mr. Charles 
Dew barn’s *• France and the French/’ 
issued from the press of the Macmillan 
Company. The book gives impressions of 
ten j ears’ residence , and while it contains 
much that to a well-informed Catholic is 
ridiculous, even grotesque, it is valuable 
as lifting the veil here and there and 
telling some, to outsiders, unpalatable 
truths. For instance, Mr. Dewbarn 
reminds us that in seeing France one 
does not necessarily see the French, 
and that some of the phases of Parisian 
life with which the world is most fami­
liar can scarcely be called French at 
all. There is. he tells us, a Paris pro­
vided for tourists which the Parisian, 
as such, rarely enters. Aud so, as this 
writer assures us, the Moulin Rouge 
closed its doors during the South 
African War, when the tide of English 
visitors fell off.

WHAT WIQ WE DO ABOUT IT 
A five hundred million dollar meat 

merger has been stopped by the action 
of the United States government against 
the meat packers. A Canadian contem­
porary tells us that this is an example 
of the combinations which control even 
the food of the people across tbe line.
4 Those who live in glass houses, etc.” 
We have some combinations in Canada 
which are equally vicious. Is it not a 
fact that certain gentlemen engaged in 
the meat trade in this country meet 
from time to time in Toronto and agree 
as to the price they will pay the pro­
ducer for his goods and the price they 
will demand from the consumer. In the 
one case they will out it down to the 
very lowest notch, and in the other de­
mand an exorbitant price. They stand, 
these Buffalo Bills of commerce, between 
the producer and the consumer, bleed­
ing both, and at the end of a season’s 
business they divide amongst each other 
profits which may range from fifty 
to one hundred per cent on

The Christian Guardian applauds a 
Chicago contemporary for this character­
ization of Dr. R. J. Campbell, the London 
preacher whose “marvellous face” and 
“wondrous eyes” were the subjects of 
much newspaper twaddle during his re­
cent visit to Toronto. “His theology,” 
said the Continent, “is neither ODnstruc- 
tivenor destructive ; it is simply vapor­
ous, almost non existent. By all signs 
the Lord never made him for a theolog­
ian at all, and the only pity is that Mr. 
Campbell did not find it out sooner.” 
This the Guardian considers a not un­
fair way of “putting the situation,” and 
adds : “it is often the would-be theolo­
gians and the would-be critics that stir 
up trouble in the church and unsettle 
what it takes the real scholar in these 
realms a long time to settle.”

This is perfectly true,
“And it is little to the point to argue 

that the Church decree does not affect 
the legal status of the marriage it 
declares invalid.”

Why?
In so far as the laws of the land can 

affect marriage, is not the legal statue 
the whole thing? Do you want a civil 
enactment regulating the conditions 
under which the Sacrament of matri­
mony may be received?

It is quite true that the Catholic 
party may return to the Catholic point 
of view, and then he or she will not con­
sider themselyes married at all. Bat 
the Protestant party must always re­
member that this is possible, and 
must have a Catholic marriage to 
prevent such complication. The Pro­
testant party can always prevent 
such complication by having the mar­
riage ceremony performed by the parish 
priest of the Catholic party. The priest 
is a competent civil officer to receive 
and register consent to marriage, so 
that the parties will be not only civilly 
married, bat the marriage will be recog­
nized as a sacramental union by the 
Church. It may be urged that this Is 
forcing the Protestant to go before a 
Catholic jpriest to be married. But is 
there any force in such objection? The 
whole agitation is based on the refusal 
of the Chnrch to recognize as valid 
sacramental unions the marriages of 
Catholics unless they go before the duly 
authorized priest for the marriage 
ceremony. Either the Protestant party 
cares nothing for the opinion or recog­
nition of the Church, in which case 
where is the grievance? Or he does 
care, in which case he can be civilly and 
sacramentally married by the priest 
without any extra trouble or expense.

PUT OUT THE OLD
Paragraphs appearing almost every 

day in the newspapers prompt us to call 
attention to conditions which are be­
coming a scandal amongst the sects, 
aud would lead one to suppose that 
their churches are fast becoming com­
mercialized. <lt is a species of Modern­
ism which will tend in the long run to 
lead the sects into a still greater vari­
ety of divisions and subdivisions. We 
have reference to the prevailing systdhi 
of preachers receiving “ calls.” In some 
cases this breathes a harshness, an un­
charitableness and altogether an un- 
Christianlike behaviour on the part of 
the congregation's. A young or middle- 
aged man is assigned to lone of 
the churches of the sects and 
for years he gives them the

The characterization is true to the 
life, but there is an amusing side to it, 
since the Guardian seems blissfully un­
conscious that It* applies with equal 
force to the Protestant (or the Metho­
dist) ministerial body as a whole. Oue 
has but to recall the proceedings of the 
different Methodist deliberative assem­
blies of the Dominion within the past 
year to be convinced that Campbell 
or Jaoksonism, or Workmanism (call it 
what you will.) has eaten into tbe very 
vitals of Methodism and become the 
predominating factor. The average 
Methodist theologian has about as much 
Christianity as the said Campbell, and 
that is just about none at all. This 
“unsettling” and “settling” process has 
become the normal state of the sect, 
with special emphasis on the “un.” 
Under its influence Methodist theology 
is, to use an old simile, as clear as mud, 
and from the nature of the case must 
©ver remain so.

We have at hand evidence conflrma-WILL THERE BE UNION ?
The organic union of the Metho­

dist, Congregational and Presbyterian 
churches in Canada, having passed the 
ecclesiastical courts, has now been sent 
to the people for their decision. It is 
quite evident that the proposal will not 
meet with the approval of the laity of 
the different churches. Our separated 
friends are engaged in a hopeless task, 
for outside the Catholic Church there 
will never be anything save disunion. 
As long as private interpretation of the 
Scriptures is adjudged to be a basis of 
Protestant belief, nothing else can be 
expected but a variety of churches, all 
holding contrary doctrines. In the 
event of the church union proposal 
being carried by the majority of the 
Protestant people of the denominations 
named, what then may we expect ? At 
least a portion of * the minority will 
formulate brand new churches, and as a 
consequence there will be greater dis­
order aud disunion than ever. 44 Back 
to Rome ” is the only possible solution 
of the difficulty.

tory of this, in a lecture delivered last 
winter by Principal Maurice Hutfccn oftheir investments. In the case of pork 

they pay about 6ots per pound for the 
live hog and charge from 22cts to 25otâ 
per pound for bacon ; and be it remem­
bered nowadays everything in the hog 

best that is in him. At long last I ex0«pt the squeal is made marketable, 
the pew-holders become weary of his < Had reciprocity carried they would have

utilized the squeal. W’hen complaint 
is made the filibusters of trade strike an

University College, Toronto, who had 
just returned from a year’s sojourn in 
Paris. 44 The gaiety of Paris,” he said, 
“is, I think, rather an undeserved re­
proach. Every visitor fiçds the Paris 
he is looking for, and to many visitors 
Paris means one or two depraved music 
halls and cafes. These are kept open 
principally for English and American 
visitors, and are not usually patronized 
by the French.” And our readers may 
recall how the well-known lecturer, 
Max O'Rell, lost an election for a candi­
date for public office in an American 
city by putting to him the embarrassing 
question: 44 Will the gentleman tell ns 
where he spent that Sunday In Paris ?” 
The candidate had been inveighllng 
against the introduction of what is 
called the continental Sunday, and cited 
Paris as an example. So, without quali­
fying in the least the heavy catalogue

sameness, his line of thought becomes 
tiresome, the old gospel message be­

at tit ude and ask, “What are you going to 
do about it ?” These dishonest business 
methods do not apply only to food prod­
ucts. The factory men also have 
their time of trial. The United States 
shoe machinery company is now before 
the courts and startling evidence has 
been submitted. Some of our Canadian 
factories wish to buy their machinery, 
but, according to the evidence of Mr. 
Thomas Dnchaine, the shoe machinery 
company would not sell it unless they 
put all other machines they had been 
using out of their factories. The fu­
ture clone will tel! what is to be done

comes wearisome, and there is an ab­
sence of flights of oratory on 
burning questions of the day which 
have no reference to religion. The 
Church committee—as politicians would 
say who are a long time out of power— 
think it “titye for a change,” aud they 
are on the lookout for a more desirable 
occupant of the Sunday pulpit. Some­
times a man much talked about is invi­
ted to preach to them, and, to use a 
term used in one of Ian MaoLaren's 
books, the “sermon-tasters” are to the 
fore. If the young man, fresh from a 
seat of learning where it as customary 
to have a wide open mind on Christian I all these dishonest methods of

Meanwhile the rank and file of the 
Methodist laity are enquiring anxiously 
through the columns of the Guardian as 
to what • the fundamentals are. One of misdeeds with which the French may 
correspondent writes: “I would like to 1)6 chargeable, it is well to bear in mind
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