1918

Secondly, the difficulties in the class. Your
(-Ius:cnmy be dull and inert, or it may be rest-
less and brilliant. It may be very large so
that you lose the personal touch or it may be
g0 small that you lose the stimulus of the class
gpirit. It may be lost in & big classroom, or it
may be surrounded on every side with buzzin
classes,and the whole atmosrhere of the Schoo!
may be noisy and disorderly. Whatever the
gituation, two facts are apparent : (1) Your
class difficulties greatly increase the culty
ir. teachiug your lesson, and '(2) they largely
determine the character of Jom teaching
diffi ulties. If your class is di i}il_you must be
patient, simple in language, willing to repeat
and repeat and repeat, careful not to under-
take too much in any one lesson. If your
class is brilliant but restless, you must be alert,
keen, avoid repetition (at least in the same
language), not afraid to undertake a good deal
in a lesson, accurate in statement, suggestive
in staterent.

The difficulties involved in bringing lessons
and class together are considerable. The
adaptation of the lesson has been discussed
in a previous article. The lang you use
must mean the same to the pupil that it does
to you, or there will be confusion, and herein
lies one of the many causes of failure. A well
known word may mean quite different things
to different People. Take, f‘{f exam;')'le, the
two words “meadow” and “clover.” Ask
different people what they mean and then
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look them up in a large dictionary, and you
will get some surprises.

The point of contact is another problem,—
just how to begin to fit the lesson to your class,
‘Nhere does it, touch their experience ? No-
body in the class was ever a cupbearer to a
king or is ever likely to be. True enough, but
every one has been in a position where it was
highly important to act uickl{oand make the
most of the occasion. That boy over there
was the last man at the bat in the last innings
when the tie was a score, the bases were f
and the whole game depended on him,—how
did he feel and what did he do? That girl
next you was once alone in the house with the
baby when it suddenly had a convulsion,—
what did she do? A ‘good point of contact
means much in arousing that interest in the
class which you need to make the class alert, to
understand your explanations and teachings.

Difficulties may be exﬂ:ined then by seeing
them distinetly, by working out clear explan-
ations in your own mind, by translatin your
own explanations into the language of your
class and by keeping your class individually
in ‘xinind,. as you v;ork out your lesson. Labor
and patience and prayer are necessary even
to an infinite degree. So it is with the mother,
the physician, the preacher as they do the
tasks God assigns them. No t work
comes easy, and the Sunday School teacher’s
work is great.

Toronto

+The Teacher’s Study of the Gospels

A BOOK FOR THE MONTH

By Rev. J. M.

The Sunday School teacher’s study of the
s has a special purpose. He seeks in
gx?nl:dmamrial lf)g: the instruction of his
scholars. As a teacher, the iuterests and needs
of the scholars are to him the supreme con-
sideration. It is his business, in humble
dependence upon the Holy Spirit, in whom
alone there is quickening power, to impart
religious knowledge, to develop religious
character and train in religious service. His
specific concern, in studying the Gospels, is to
see how the various parts of their narrative
may be brought to bear upon the accomplish-
ment of his great task.

t is to guide the teacher in such a study of
thg (;sospe s,lthat The Teacher’s Study of the
Life of Christ, by Dr. Wade Crawford Barclay
hds been prepared. This little book is being
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of Christ,
Wade Crawford Barclay (R. Douglas Fraser, Chz
and Gerrard Sts., Toronto, 80 pages, 20e.).
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studied in many Teacher Training Classes,
But whether one is a member of a Teacher
Training Class or not, if he is a Sunday School
teacher striving to influence the hearts and
lives of his scholars b?' means of the gospel
story, his work cannot fail of being made more
gg:f(tive by a careful reading of Dr. Barclay’.

. The reading of the book, so far from being
a task, will be a real delight. For Dr. Bar-
clay, in his writing, has cau t the secret of
charm. The presentation of his subject mat-
ter is genuinely attractive. His is the sort of
book,—there are not too many of them—
which the reader, having once begun it, lays
down with regret and takes up again with
alacrity.

It is a wonderful subject, of course, with
which Dr. Barclay has to deal. To set forth
the contents of the four books which are worth
infinitely more than all the books ever written,
and then to show how those contents may be




