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Johni Bright and the English
Tongue.

BY THE KEV

IAMES LUMSDEN
In veading the t hooks there is a double
benetit : (1) the acquirement of information
(2) the formation of style. It is about the
Iatter accomplishment that T now write.  In
wy youthful days there were no E {

wagues,  and,  therefore.  no

cireles " ; but our Sunday School teac (a
wan of light and leading to-day in English
commercinl and  political life) organized a

Mutual Improvement Society, of which 1
acted as secvetary for a number of years
Our weekly debates stivred up within us a
strong desire to seck some training in the
art of expression inwriting and speaking
This led to the formation of a class under the
leadership of a graduate of Oxford, for the
analytical study of Milton's Parvadise Lost
Before the class was started, s question arose
among us as to whether we could better gain
our end by taking up the study of Latin, or
by confining ourselves to the
works of the great masters of
glish speech. At that time
i Bright was in the fulness
f his powers, and stood hefore
the nation, apart from politios,
a8 Its ost constimimate orntor
and as the great conservator
of the purity of the English
tongue.  With the audacity of
youth Twrote to him, and asked
the question which we could
cely decide, He veplied, with
a kindness that was characteris
in a long letter, in which
in a very eareful and detailed
manner he elaborated his views
and gave advice.  That treasure
(as 1 think I am justitied in eall
ing it) I unfortunately lost in
shipwreck owever, though
the letter perished, its contents
1 could not forget. In substance
Mvr. Bright wrote as follows : He
did not b Latin or
mich necessary : but
he urged as essential the con
stant study of standand English
works.  He advised the attuning of the ear
to the purity and vhythn of the English
tongue at its hest, by reading aloud the pro
ductions of its great masters ; and he thonght
that the practice would be especially helpful
if it ¢ uld he done in the presence of, say, an
intelligent schoolmaster who conld correct
any funlts,  He recommended daily conver-
sation with educated persons as also of prime
inportance.  This counsel which T now send
to the press for the fisst time, believing it
will be of interest and use to many, and to
the members of our reading circles specially,
is valuable because of its authorship ; and
beeause it carries with it the stamp «
~«~I|‘ evident though often forgotten truth.
It is well known that John Bright was an
unwearying student of the English Bible,
also of Milton, Macaulay and other great
; and from such sources, as from a
well undefiled, he drew the fanltless speech
and the matehless eloquence for which he
was 80 distinguished

1 may add that in conn
League here we have a **reading circle
We are perusing at present, ** Makers of
Methodism.”  Two readers are appointed
for each ing, and a short interval is
arranged for music.  The dictionary and
encyclopedin are in frequent requisition
Interesting conversations often arise during
the course of the reading. Our meetings
are held in different homes and as many as
twenty have been in attendance, We com-

ction with our
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Among the Circles.

Brantford,
some twenty or thirty
wre held at the parson

Bt has & vigo

ous Reading

AVENUE,
Circle
Meeti

members

e every two weeks,  The Cirele is arrang
ing for a conrse of University Extension
Lectures

Rey. G. W, Deax, of Portage la Praivic

writes We have started n Re ul»l Cirele
with fifteen or twenty members Cirely
did good work last year. but the plans are
much better laid ont, and on o hroader
basis, this time

Seeretary of the Walk
Reading

' Corvesponding
erton  League writes: **In our
Cirele we have finished the study  of

Making of the Empirve,” and * Makers of
Methodisi.” The study has left our circle of

JOHN BRIGHT

young people proud to belong to the British
Empire, and prouder still to e connveted
with the Methodist Chureh

Tue League at Kensington, London, has a
fine Reading Circ Fifteen members, and
nine fall sets of books

Tue Reading Circle of Douglas Chureh,
Montreal, has an membership of
twenty, under the enthusiastic leadership of
Mr. A, Mossumn, who writes The ut
most interest prevails. and we are certain
that the Circle will prove asouree of strength
to our Lengue.”
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Suggested Programmes.

MAKERS OF METHODISM

Nork, The figures in br.ckets indicate the time
Alotted for each part of the camme.  Including
ten minutes for de otional exercises, the meetings are
planned to lust one hour and a half

No. 1.

Rovt-Cane—Quotations from Owieard. (10)
Lessos— Chapters 5 and 6. (10)
Tasre Tark— Loeal Preachers and

Work.  (20)

Their

ERA.

Pavex Our Duty to the Cranma 10
Craraerer Skeron Johin Howa "
No. 2
Rott Caie o Quatations from the Cavannas

Erwontn Exa 10)
Lessos Chapters 7, 8, 9. (10
Deeare Would  the Method f
Methodism be as effective it useld t 5
20)
Favee Tarn  Eloguent Preachors in M
disi since \\)m.l».ll (15)
CHarAcTER SKETCHES - Geoo Whitet
Countess of Huntingdon. (5
John Fletcher )
Question Dgawes.  (5)
No. 3
Rov-Care - Quotations from the M '

Outlook,  (10)

Lissos  Chapters 10amd 11, (10)
Paver  Duty of the Methodist Clhar
Missions,  (20)
Tavre Tak  How can interest in onr Mis
sionary work be inereased (20
Craracren Skerones Barbara Heo )
Dr. Coke.  (B)
Question Drawes 1)
No. 4
Rot-Cae Quotations from the Y "
adin )
Chapters 12 and 13, (10)
Pavex - Methodism in Ireland. (1

T'he Pioneers of Methaodis
and what we owe the
(20)
CHARACTER SKETCHES — Ashury
()
Gideon Ouseley.  (5)
Question Drawer. (1o
Nove The time allotted
< not it nded for ¢
..u..y is supposed
It

deep itnpresmion

MAKING OF THE EMPIRE
No. 1

Row-Cant Quotations fr
Tennyson

Lpssox The Story of New
foundland

Tanee Tavi The origin of the
present troubles with Franc
v tishing ts.  What are

ghits

Pavkr—The Pioneer Colony

Shoukd

ration

Question Diaw g

these

Nowfoundland enter ¢

Lo o Quaotations from Coleridy

Lissox  Berniuda and the West Tndic

Paver  Bermuda as o Winter Resort

Paver  Products of the West Indies

Tansie Taek - Value of Coloninl Possess s
to Great Britain

CHARACTER SKETCH

Question Drawen

Christopher Colunibis

No, 4

RoreCane o Quotations from Milton

Lessos  Central  Amerviea, Gibwaltar,
Malta

Parver - The countries of South America o
their populations.

Parkr The Nicaraugun Canal

Paver  The Siege of Gilimltar

Craraerer Skeren Siv Walter

Quesrion Drawen

No. 4

Roti-Cats Quotations from Macauluy

Lessox — The Story of India

Tansre Tark - huperial Federation

Parer  The Sepoy Rebellion.

Paver  Position of Britain in Indin to-day

CHARACTER SKETCH
tian Soldier
QuUesTion DRAWER

Havelock, the Chr




