February, 1913—9

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH

Philanthropy as a Science

Toric ror Week or Fen. 23.
“* My Neighbvor,” Chapter I1X. Isa. 58:1-12.

REV. J. H. McCARTHUR, 8.T.D.,, Enix,

'HE term * philanthropy,” according
to its derivation, means a love for
men, and implies a disposition or

effort to help men to a higher and happler
condition in life. The work of improving
the condition of men, especially of the
needy and unfortunate, may be done in a
careless, haphazard and intermittent man-
ner. In order that philanthropic efforts
may accomplish the most good and confer
benefits that are the most lasting, it is
necessary to recognize and study the
principles that underly philanthropy as
a sclence,

Love the True Basis. The true basis
for all efficlent philanthropic work is
found in the seripture injunction, “ Thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” A
man may be moved to help his needy
neighbor from a sense of self-respect: he
would be ashamed to let it be known that
one whom he might help and ought to
help is allowed to suffer at his door. He
may not care for his neighbor's suffering,
but he cares mightily for his own repu-
tation; hence, he would rather help his
neighbor than incur the suspicion of
being inhuman: though he loves him not,
yet he would be ashamed to act the part
of Dives, who refused to administer to
the needs of Lazarus, lying helpless at
his gate. A man may help his needy
neighbor from a sense of self-defence.
The condition in which his neighboring
poor live may be,a menace to his health
or to his business, and, in order to pro-
tect himself, he is willing to assist in im-
proving their condition, He is willing to
aid any philanthropic work that will tend
to the general good of the community, not
because he has any concern for the com-
munity, but because he hopes himself to
share in the general good, and his con-
cern is chiefly for himself. All true and
efficient philanthropic effort must be
based on love; such as moved the good
Samaritan to care for the wounded Jew,
who had no love for him or his race;
such as was absent from the life of the
rich young ruler, who cared less for the
poor than he did for his riches; such as
had its supreme illustration in the life
of our Lord, who, though he was rich,
yet for our sakes became poor. There is
great power in riches; there is greater
power in voluntary poverty,

The man who is only moral ceases to
give the moment he has satisfied his con-
science; but the man of love ceases not
to give so long as there is need which he
can help. Love not only sends help to
the poor, but further shows a personal
interest in them. All such may not be
in need of money, but all are in need of
heart sympathy. Love I8 not satisfled
with the mere gift of money: love makes
the further gift of self. Lowell has
beautifully said:—

“Not what we give, but what we share,—
For the gift without the giver is bare;
Who gives himself with his alms feeds

three—
his and
Me.”

SBome may need only money; some may
reed only advice; some may need only
an opportunity to work; some may need
only temporary help; and some may need
constant care and supervision: but all
need sympathy.

Intelligent philanthropy must neces-
sarily be oragnized. In no other way can
it find ou! who are worthy, and what
their particilar needs are Not only
should there be in every city a charity
organization for the relief of the poor,
but there shoald be some kind of connec-
tion betweer the different organizations
of this kiud, so that each may know
what the others are doing, and to whom
they are administering help. This will
be found to be the most effective way of
covering the whole field, so that no one
will be neglected, and also the most effec-
tive way of avoiding overlapping in their
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renee. The philanthropist has not done
his whole duty when he has relieved
present suffering and administered to
present needs. The hungry poor must be
provided with food to-day, but steps
should be taken to e¢nable them to pro-
vide thelr own food to-merrow. To
supply the wants of the poor without try-
ing to better their condition tends only
to poverty; but to change the conditions
that produce poverty, while relieving
temporary uneed tends to true manhood.
Not merely the temporary good, but the
permanent good of the people should be
the alm of the philanthropist. A wise
policy in these matters seeks not only to

relieve immediate distress, but also to
remove its causes by altering the condi-
tions that ereate it. The following quota-
tion fro iward T. Devine 8 to the

point:

harity may be of a kind that will
rm the unfit into such as are fit
vive, and still more readily, charity

or, to use a more appropriate term, an
enlightened relief policy—may alter the
conditions which create the unfit.,”

In caring for the poor, the sick, the
neglected, the defective, and the delin-
quent, it is wéll to remember that “An

work and of preventing certain un-
principled and worthless men from prey-
ing upon the innocence or ignorance of

the charity or ‘When

ounce of prevention is better than a
pound of cure”; and, “Better a fence
round the edge of the cliff, than an
down in the valley.”

a man appeals to u soclety for help that
soclety should have some means of find-
ing out whether or not that man has
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efforts, in order to be efficlent, must
be intelligent. The philanthropist must
take the necessary time and trouble to
inquire into the needs and circumstances
of the poor and the unfortunate. Intelli-
gent love always alms to find out who
are in need of help, and the particular
kind of help they are in need of. In-
telligent love will give the right thing, to
the right persons, in the right way, and
with the right end in view. To do this
1t is necessary to study carefully the con-

.ditions in which the needy class live.

T g help from other similar
socleties, and of finding out also what his
needs are and how it can best help him.
Such knowledge s not always easily
obtained, but ought to be always available
for those who are doing charity work.
The organization of all charity work is
the surest and best way of obtaining and
making avallable all knowledge that is
necessary for the successful prosecution
of the work.

The Aim of Philanthropic Effort is to
meet immediate needs, and to remove
thelr causes, 80 as to prevent their recur-

There are some, philanthropic works
which can hardly be classed under the
head of charity, such as securing work
for the unemployed. There are men in
need who are both willing and able
to work; but the problem fis, how to get
the men and the work together, The
solving of this problem should not be
left to private initiative alone. Some-
times a man who Is willing to work
wastes a lot of time in lonking for work,
and when he finds it, it s not the kind
for which he is best adapted. Many of
these evils could be remedied if the state
would institute a -(-hm of labor bureau.
This would result in giving work to every
man that {s able and willing to work,




