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Between Daath and the ﬁuunmion.

By Rev. Wm Hutlin,

There are Christians who tell ns that onr
bodies and spirits are so essntindy connectid
that both die together, and that therefore there
is N0 conscions existence of the spirit hetween
death and the tesurrection.  The ohject of 1his
paper is to presenc @ few of the many passages
of the Scriptures which show that these per-ons
are mistaken.

From Mat hew 22:23. and the parallel pascages
we learn that the Sadducees said “that there is
no resurrection,” and that they came 1o Jesus
with the stat-ment «  u case which they claimed
proved the troth of their opinions,  But Jesus
not only showed that the case they presented was
tiot a relevant one with reference 1o the resur-
rection; but from the st tem mt made by God to
Muoses, Lixodus 3:6, 1 am the God of Abrahum,
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacoh,'
he proved the separate conscions existence of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob by the statenment,
“God is wot the God of the deal; but of the
living."" He thus asserted that although the
bodies of these patriarchs hatl been in their
graves a long time, yer when God spoke to
Moses, their spirits were conscionsly alive,  And
according to Luke 20° 18, He asserted that this
was a general principle by adding, “'For all live
unto Him."'

In Luke 23:42, it is reconded that one, of the
thieves who were crucified said to fesns, “Tord,
remember me when thou comest into thy king-
dom,"’ thus asking f r a favor to be bistowed at
some future time. Bt Jesus promised him more
than he asked, by replying, *‘Verily, I say unto

thee, today shalt thou be with me in Paradise ** '
He thus asserted that after they had both died

the spirit of the thief would be with Him in
Paradise in a state of conscious existence, s

Phillippians 1:23, 24. Paul wrote, ““For T am
in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart,
and to be with Ohrist; which is far better,
Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more
ful for you."
believed that when he died his spirit wonld not

only continne to live in a state of conscions
existence, but that he would * be with Christ '* -
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From this it is evident that Paul *
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“wathered unto his  people,'” is only
m de of describing death,
liere, for in cach case the fact of dying is stated
separately and e distinction  from  being
Spatherad nnto his people.” It may also e
said thot it weans burial,  But agam 1 reply
that this cante t be so, for In each case the ! urial
i< spoken of as an after matter A nd if this
p were et so, Alraham was not buried with his
people, for his ancestors and his hrother Haran
were bericd in “Ur of the Chaldee and his
father Terali was buried in Haran in Padan.
Mo, and only Sarab lad been buried i the
eave of Machpelih before Abratam was buried
thre  In the case of Jacoh we are told that
he *was gathered to his people,’ and that it was
seventy days alter this that Jos ph asked per-
tissi noof Pharaoh 1o carty the body of Jacoh
into the land of Canaan that it might be buried
there.  Jtomay be furthor said that it wasonly a
current opinion of the people of that age. But
I subumit that it is wot given as 8 carreat opinion;
but Moscs, writing, as 1 believe, nnder divine
irspiration, statesdisinetly that Abrabam Isaae,
and Jacoh were each “gathered unto his people, '
and thus declares the continnons existence of the
spirit distinet from the body,

The above are only a £:w of the many passages
inthe Scriptures which teach that the spirit of
- man can and does exist separate from the body,

We know very little of the state of existence
between deatliand the vesurrection and probably
it is a matter which i our presemt condition it is
impossible for us to un ‘erstand  But I think
we have o the Bible abui dant proof that the
spirits of hose who “'die in the Lord do not
sleep in the grave with their bodies, hut that they
- have a conscious and @ happy existence “with
“ahe Lord,

Antrim, N. H.
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A Little Kindnesses,
You gave on the way a pleasant swile,
Aund thought no more about it;
It cheered a life that was sad the while,
That might have been wrecked without it;
And so for the smile and its fraitage fais
You'll reap a crown some time-~somewhere,

He loved and served Christ on earth, and had

fellowship with Him; but he believed that after !

he died he would be brought into a closer rela-
tionship to Him, which he said “is far better.*”
Had he supposed that his spirit would remain
unconscious until Jesus Christ came to raise the
dead, there could have been no strait in his
mind; but knowing that his continnance on earth
was desirable tor the Philippians, he would have
prayed that his life on earth might comtinue as
long as God saw fit to continue it.  In II. Cor.
inthians, 5:8, Paul also expressed his conviction
that when the time came for him to die his spirit
would continue consciously existent, for he
wrote:  “‘We are confident, I say, and willing
rather to be absent from the body, and ta be
present with the Lord."”

As the revelation which God has given to man
is progre:sive in its character, we do not expect
to find in the Old Testament such clear and
definite statements on this subject as we have in
the New Testament. Yet even there in the early
history of the world, we find that the separaie
and conscious existence of th <pirit of man is
distinctly taught.  In Gene. . 4, we read.
T hen Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in
a good old age, an old man, and full of years,
and was gathercd unto his prople.  And his sons
Isaac and Ishmael buried him.'"  Genesis 35:29,
"“And Isaac gave up the gh st, and died, and

was gathered unto hs people, being old and full |

of days, and his sons Esau and Jacob buried
him.”" Genesis 49:23, “And when Jacob had
made an end of commanding his sons, he
gathered up his feet into the bed and yielded up
the ghost, and was gathered -umo his peopie ™
Genesis 50,13, “‘His sons carried him (Jaco!)
into the land of Cansan, and buried him in the
cave of the field of Mrchpelah.’

1 kuow that it may be said that the expression

You spoke one day a cheering word,
Aud passed to other duties;
It warmed a heart, new promise stirred,
And painted a life with beauties,
And so for the word and its silent prayer
You'll reap a palm some time ~somewlhivre,

You fent a hand to a fallen one,
A lift in kindness given:
It saved a soul when help was none,
And won a heart for heaven;
And so for the help you proffered there
Youlreap a joy sometinie —~somewlicre,

Be Cheerful!

By enduring a hardship cheerfully, or by
accepting discomfort without a murmur, we may
be of more real service to our fellows than by

performing acts of ministry while we aprear to |

begrudge the 1equired effort, or while we our-
selves are in an unloving mood  The way in

which we do our most generous deeds is some-
ti nes of as much importance as the deeds them-
selves  Many achild or a man has been made

more glad by the pleasant looks and words of one
| wio had to refuse a requested favor, than by the
reception of a desired favor from one who gave
it with a sneer or a frown. The importance of
the right way of doing good, in (he line of giving
or of withholding, should not be forgotten or
undervalned. Charles Buxton says, in this line,
“‘You have not fulfilled every duty unless you
have fulfilled the duty of being pleasant.””  How
does that apply to our service of to day?

another .
But this cannot be *

4 this wivger. - We

The New Yaar.
b I |
The new year has come to us with a cold
; breath, and rough voice.  But cold and rough
! beginnings often close with genial and serene
“endings.  May it be so with the present year.
However, 1t has brought with it responsibilities,
opportunitics  and  possibilities  which we all
i should face with earnestness, courage and dilig-
tence, depending on divine aid for success,
, "kuowing that our labor is not in vain in the
" Lord.'" The Master gives *‘to every one his
. work,” and says *‘occupy until I come.”  And
later on he says, “*be faithful antil death, and 1
will give thee the crown of hfe.'*  That crown
is well worth striving for against the powers of
darkness  The vain world, the sinful flesh, and
a wile devil,  May the dear Lord grant us grace
sufficient to bring us off more than conquerors
through the struggle, We take this opportunity
1o thank our dear friends who have in atangible
way remembered us at this season of the vear.
These tokens of kindness are enjoyed with much
gratitude to onr Heavenly Father, and the
brethren and sisters who made the donations,
We also wish to express our gratitude to those
friends of our little paper, who have put fundsin
our hands to enable us to give the paper gratis to
+ @ number of families who do not feel able to pay
for it themselves, as well as to some of their own
friends that they wanted to have the reading of
-t Weare sending the Homi MIsS108 JOURNAL
to over fifty families gratis for this year, and
hope that some of them at least will so enjoy the
reading of it as to order it for themselves next
year., We are sending it to some who used to
+ take it. hut had given it up; they will take it as
no offence that we now send it to them free for
this year. We will be pleased to hear from all of
‘ those sometime before the year closes whether
they continue the paper or not.  We will not be
+ able to call on any of our feiends in the country
to find a
; goodly number of renewals coming in with pay-
ments, and yet there is room.  We hope that
I those in arrears will soon remit us. Look at the
{ date on your paper, or if in a single wrapper, on
i the cutside of it, and you will see to what time it
. Is paid to,  We have sent addressed envelopes to
: most all of those in arrears. If any mistakes are
. made p'ease let us know  We hope that some of
* those who are getting the paper free will try and
get a subscriber forus.  About all the manager
of the paper will be able to do this winter is to
. see that it is printed and mailed to subscribers,

i . RAeknowledgments.
| w— .

Would you kindly permit me to acknowledge
" the kindness of the church and friends at Cook-
: ville and Harp:r's Brook, who on the oth ult,
came to onr house bringing precious gifts to the
amount of $31.  The people are very thoughtfnl
and kind to their pastor at all times, which
makes it a pleasure to labor among them. Al-
though a small church they are a people of great
nearts and good wills, May the Lord abundant-
1y bless them.

Midgic Station, N. B.

C. S. STEARNS.

A very pleasant surprise awaited us at Albert
on Thaursday evening, Dec. 24th.  The people
{ had gathered for Conference meeting. A sus-

pictous looking bundle was noticed in the front

pew of the church. Just before the opening of
the service Conductor Downing of the S. & H.

Railway stepped forward and with a few friendly
| words presented us with a very nice sleigh robe,

It was a complete surprise, an 1 expressed genuine
{ good will. The Lord bless these kind people.
| At the Cape a kind friend remembered us on
Xmas. in such » way as to win the hearty
thanks of the whole family. J. W. BrowN.

Pec. 28.

: Cultivate a spirit of gratitude for daily mercies.
Realize that worrying is an eunemy which
destroys your happiness,
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