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GIDEON AND HIS THREE HUN-
DRED.*

(By Rev. Prof, MacKenzie, B.D.)

Get thee down unto the host, v. 8.
No force can prevail agaiust those for
whom God fights, 1t is & sluTing Lale,
the siege of Leyden in Holland, dur-
ing tbe fierce persecutious of the Yro-
testants in that country by Philip 1L
of Spain. The besiegers were press-
ing the town hard. William of Urange
advised the cutting of the dykes to let
m the sea, 8o that the brave Luteh
sailors, known as the Sea Beggars, might
come to the rescue. ‘Lhis work was be-
gun, but the dykes twok long to cus,
and when the water at last began to
flow slowly in, a wviolent wind swept
it back to the sea. Within Leyden
the supply of food was welting away.
‘The Spaniurds urged the citizens to sur-
render, oliering theum favorable terms.
But the reply came from the brave de-
fenders of the walls, “We have two
arms, and when hunger forces us we
will eat the one and fight with the
other.” At last, after four months, the
sea reached the walls, and the gallant
bea lleggars were soon upon the foe.
lhe Spaniards were put to flight, and
Leydon was saved.

Go . . hear what they say, ve. 10, 1L
Une who was himself skilled in the art
of war, said that the best general is
the one who knows what is going on be-
hind a stone wall. If we would win
whe viotory, we must know the opposi-
tion with which we bave to reckon.
A fierce conflict is on between nn'
church of God and many kinds of evil.
Some timid souls suppose that the foroes
of wickedness are so suong and united
that they cannot be overcome. But the
truth is that in every supporter of an
evil cause there is a secret conscious-
ness of weakness and & constant dread
of defeat. The army of the Lord has
but to go, boldly forward in His strength
and its triwuph is assured.

“Truth crushed to earth shall rise again

The eternal years of God are hers;
While error, wounded, writhes in pain,

And dies among its worshippers.” .

A cake of barley bread.. ocame unto
the tent, and smote it, v. 13 (Rev. Ver.)
The Sea Beggars who saved uydnl .""

were so ferocious, the climate so try-
ing, and the work so difficult, that no
one else was likely to take it, up. He
and his companions were starved
death, but a second band took up their
work. And when these were m

by the natives, a third band went out,
influenced simply by the fact that the
case was apparently so perate. How
these noble examples—and they could be
multiplied indefinitely from the history
of missions—stir our blood, and nerve
us for heroic living, whatever our ap-
pointed sphere may be!

Divided the three hundred men into
companies, v. 16, Gideon's “plan of
campaign” was a stroke of military gen
jus, which is nothing else than an in-
telligent use of the opportunities of the
moment. 1t would be well if Christian
workers in the cause of Christ practic-
od the same common sense, the same
wisdom, which men of the world dis-
play in their affairs. Dullness is not
holiness, and tact and shrewdness, it
consecrated to God, may find ample
scope in Christian service.

Tr ts .. pitoh .. torches, v. 16
(Rev.. Ver.). Much of the world’s best
work bas been done with imperfect
equipment. Michael Angelo carved his
masterpiece, the statue of David, out of
a block of marble which had been cast
away as useless. Charles Darwin made
his great experiments with the rudest
and cheapest instruments. The main
thing is that we go straight at our work
with prudence, intelligence and enthus-
jasm. Then our efforts will count, how-
ever poor our tools may be.

Every man in his place, v. 2l. It
takes many colors to make up the white
rays of the sun. It takes various sorts
of food to build up the healthiest and
strongest bodies. It takes many tones
of harmonies to make an anthem. It
takes a great variety of instruments to
make an orchestra. 8o, n of differ-
ent temperaments and abilities and
capacities are required for the work
ing out of God's purposes. Our place
may ba a very lowly one, but, if we
fill it well, we shall have our share in
the final success and triumph.

PRAYER.

i

longed to & whose

was the beggar's sack. Ite first mem-
bers were three hundred young nobles
of Holland, who had p i a peti-
tion to the Regent Margaret, half

to Philip IL, asking that the king
ghould be recommended to stop the
P tions. 1 st the
Regent's counsellors said to her, “Ma-
dam, is Your Highness afraid of these
beggars?” They accepted the name,
muititudes joined their company, and
the powerful and cruel king was made
to feel gheir strength in the defs of

d Lord Jesus, teach us to pray.
Lift us up so far out of ourselves that
we shall enter into Thy very spirit of
intercession, so that our prayer-life may
be one with Thine—Thou on Thy throne,
we on our knees. Forgive us for the sin
of prayerlessness; for all the empty
hours that might hava been speut be
fore Thy throne; for the worldly mind
of thoughtlessness which has not re-
membered to pray; for disregard of Thy
joy and our neighbor's need; and for
all our unconcern for our own spirits’

civil and religious liberty., This is bul
one example, of which history furnishes
many others, in which God has chosen
instruments despised of men to accom-
plish His mighty purpose.

Gideon heard.. worshiped..returned..,
and said, Arise, v. 15, David Living-
stone begged the directors of the Lon-
don Missionary Society, wherever they
sent him, to be sure that it was “for-
ward.” He was ambitious to spend
his life, not in some missionary
already established, but to push the line
of Christi P tn ad of
points already beld. Captain Allan
Gardiner chose Tierra del Fuego as his
mission field, just because the people

b e R e ieval

ges 7: 923, Commit to Memory, vs. 17,
18. Read Judges chs. 6 to 8.

iti and p it Forgive
us, we plead, and teach us. Keep us
close to Thee, our Master and Model,
in Thy school of prayer. And may the
lessons we therein learn be for the glory
of Thy peerless Name, for the enrich-
ment of our own hearts, and for the
uplift of the whole world which Thou
so dearly lovest. Amen.

Those who pray to the God of Peute-
cost receive an abundance of those
blessings which they desire. They alone
oan pierce the clouds that encompass
the valley of this present time, and sur-
vey on eagle’s wings the promise of a
distant dawn. Indeed, they are suf-
fused at times with the first rays of
the morning that shall be, and while
subject as others to the chills and mists
of earth, they are mysteriously warmed
by heavenly fires, — th Price
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LIGHT FROM THE EAST.
(By Rev. James Ros+. D. D)

LAMPS AND PITCHERS- The lamps
of the East are of clay burned in the
kiln, and are oval, with one end taper-
ing to a spout. The hollow for the
oil is often covered, except a small hole
for pouring it in, and a hole in the
point of the spout for the wick, which
is usually a small pieee of rag. On
the wide end is a handle. But the
lamps here are probably torches of
some inflammable material, which
would only smoulder in the pitcher, but
would burst into flame when swung
round in the air. The pitchers were
long, narrow jars for carrying water, but
in this case were used for concealing
the torches, just as the Syrian peasants
still carry their lamps in these jars on
a windy night. Gideon had discovered
th unwarlike and panicky condition of
his foes, and took his measures accord-
ingly., We ocan scarcely conceive what
a noise in the stillness of the night the
sudden hing of three hundred jars
would make. And when this was in-
stantly followed by the blazing forth of
three hundred torches, and the fierce
I!ebnw war cry sounding from three
sides at once, the effect must have been
terrible. Once thrown into a panie, the
host could not distinguish friend from -
foe in the darkness, and slaughtered
one another.

COMPASSIONATE SOULS,

Those who can afford to suffer, to en-
dure the sight of wretchedness, and to
help the needy, are such as Wordsworth
h}s described in “The Wanderer"—the
nn.nple-hu.rud and the strong, whose
minds are kept “in a just equipose of
love;” who have known no “piteous re-
volutions,” mo “wild varieties of joy
and grief”; who have never squandered
their best powers, nor rendered them-
selves too poor for the sacred work of
succour by spilling with unsteady hand
the precious wine of life. There are also
great compassionate souls who do not
come under this category. While some
turn away from the sight of grief with
ogwnd fears, and some, because their
gifts lie in a different direction, there
are many others who do so because,
having suffered so much themselves,
they have now the right, they think, to
shut out all disagreeable sights, and to

priate every pl t thing which
comes in their way. They were born
and reared perhaps in grim poverty; and
now, though for years the sun of pros-
perity has shone upon them, they can-
not exorcise the cold from their bones;
the sight of wretchedness in others,
wretchedness from which they them-
selves have long since been removed, re-
;-nlll:dmcmmlu too painful to be en-
ured.

FEEDING THE MIND.

The Chinese have a saying: “If you
have two loaves of bread sell one and
buy a lily.” It is noi the body alone
that needs to be fed. Mind, heart, and
soul grow hungry, and many a time
they are famishing when the larder is
full. There are homes where the lilies
are eutirely crowded out by the loaves;
where there is no room for beauty or en-
joyment, or even for love, to grow, be-
cause of the mad seramble after wealth,

for the gracious and beautiful
God has placed within reach of us
—would make happier and nobler lives.




