THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN

1 Che Quiet Fyour

(For 1y n Preshyterian )
Rebuilding the Walls of Jerusalem.*

By Rev. Prof. Jordan, D.D,

We see here the fultilment of the exhorts
ation o Watch dnd Pgayv,™ in stirring
times and under hard conditions,  Nehes

gimen of an

warnest

patriot, a religious zealot and a practical

o i very good combina-

it was needed i those

adem was ina ruined

nts harissed by

hbo In the Tast lesson

o preparing for his great
W < by ca praver i now we see him
on the s o action,  engaged in a
Jdith Jdalmost hopeless task. From
his intelligence and perseverance in prayer
w dict his perseverance in work, and
we disappointed, The provious
fess vas trom the first chapter of the
Bo whicl wrs the name of Nehemiah,
ind w seems fo be lagely founded
up A irs Is section s tilker
fron h chapter. The two may be
linked togeihe v the followi briet
S Mary I't dings tr n Joerusue

lem, Nehemialh's  pray Nchemiah res

vl S Qe mmission 1o visit Jerusa-
lem, the work of rebuilding the

' the distrib
T

ton of
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| HEN it h ve o ha
| t 1 S it o
' I difd . withis | City g
Itowet it sed and perplexing
S ! \t 1 beginning  of  this
chapter told that the enemy used
. po namely,  that of
n \ I ot noble men who
vught to build the wall was turned to
ric B this is met by the still
more powerful weupon of prayer I'he
s wrung from the soul of the patriot :
“CHear, O our God g for we are despised.™
H casily we e vexed and dismayed

by ridicule, when bitter-

wigued men turn

to scorn the work that seems to us to be
s portant 3 fear and  shame make us
i wroth,  Itis good then to commend
ourselves to God, who sees the true spirit
of our work,  Heartened by prayer the

people carried on the work  of building

{ ally tor they had o mind 1o work.

| s not forced work, slavish drudgery,
I bor of love for  their church and

ter Al Sabbath Schiool Lesson for Novem
o1 12 N iy 18

(H 1 Wate | Matthew
wxvio Al

the land of their fathers, Then the motley

crowd of enemies were an

v, the steady

determination and patient toil of those

devoted workers kindled their fierce wrath,
It they effect  theie

stop the work they must use

would purpose and
something
Fhey

conspired together to come and fight and

more violent than sarcastic speech

canse vonfusion —an unholy conspiracy

tor a Fhe timid and

wicked  purpose !

faint-hearted  felt thar the work  was

heavy enough without  the actual appears
seofh

ance o the foe before the walls,

Then was the time to watch and pray.
* But we made our praver unto God, angd
set aowatch against them  day and night,
because of them.™  Which  means we
trusted i God o did not oneglect our
shuty Fhere were tears within and fight-
ing without ; when the enemy was muse
termg i strong toree there were some
who began o complan that the work
wis hopeless 1S too much § we cane

not do ity s thor ory At such a moment

the presence of a0 good, God-sent leader
[ blessing hen the Jews
outside  the  wall  sent their pitcous
uppuils  for e Surely it owas a
avery distressing situation I'he church
passed thro many such dark divs, but

when the enemy has uttered the prema-
ture shout of triumph - Goa has been near
to help. Without o strong leader having
great faith i God and inoa righteous

catse the case would have been hopeless,

I'hree thin

are here emphasized Ors

wanization, to arrange the forces in the

best way so that all available st

may be given to working, and it need he

to fighting Fo plan so that there might

be union to repel the attack at any given
point, and that the strength of all night

I'his

leadership,

be used for the defence of cach

wits the first work of wise

Organization is important, bat it is not all;
there must be mechanical order, and with-
in the order an inspiring spirit. This can
only come from faith in God.  ** Be not
afraid of them ; remember the Lord which
I'his

is great and terrible,” is the great

fear which casts out base  cowardly fear

When men can feel that on
the

their side is
God
We
battle of life

great and  terrible thev are

strong 1o face the foe, cannot face

the hardest unless we re-
member the Lord and have a vivid realiz-
ation of His presence.

I'he men in such

an hour must have clearly them

the importance of the cause for which

hefore

they are fighting, ** Fight for your sons

and your daughters, your wives and vour

houses.”™  This was to them the greatest

of causes ; it was their alt

country and
celigion, everything that men count dear
amd that makes life worth Tiving.

T ree
sht with
There are for us two
We

who hive civil and religious liberty and

sponse vy such an appeal men

desperate energy.
great lessons from such o story,
Tive in peaceful surroundings need to be
reminded that our privileges have come to
us through the toil and tears of faithfil
men. Frue, these blessings are from
God, but they do not drop down from the
clear sky ; they come through the storm
and battle.  Without

the part of those who held the truth as

great  sacrifices on

the' dearest possession, we could not have

had the truth which makes men strony
and free. dnour quiet hours 1ot us res
member  the troublous  times  and the

heroie conflicts to which we owe so much,
bet us that in
must fight the same

remember some form we

battle,  We

of past victories

nnot

live upon the memory

cach generation has its own enemies to
meet, its own battles to fight.
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There are

ill-disposed  mer. who conspire

the butlding of God's churches §

wgguressive work will still rouse opposie
gy

tion.  When the churchis praving, worke

g and fighting, she must face scorn and

violences. 1 we stir ap little opposition

it may be because we are sieepy and halfs

hearted Fhere is no need  for bitter
bigrotry but there is even less need for
weak  compromise 3 the church  to-day
must give o clear testimony and speak

with o strong voiee agzainst all thit would

sap the strength of society and weaken

the work of noble men.  If there are foes
without and foes within we may still say ¢
God s our refuge and strength, aovery
present help in time of trouble, ™

A Prayer.
By Rev. George Matheson, D.D.

The fetters Thou imposest, O Lord,
are win
ty like the liberty of be

s of treedom. There is no libers

ing bound to go.
When Thou layest upon me the sense of
obligation, that moment Thou scttest my
spirit free. When Thou sayest that |
o | My

strength is proportionate to the strength

must, my heart says, can,”

of those cords that bind me. 1 am never

so unrestrained as when |am constrained

by Thy love. Evermore, thou divine
Spirit, guide me by this instinet of the
right. Put round about my heart the

cord of Thy captivating love, and draw
me whither in my own light I would not
Bind me to Thyself as Thou bindest
the planets to the sun, that it may be-
come the very law of my nature to be led
by Thee.  May | be content to know
that goodness and mercy shall follow me,
without waiting to see them in advance

oo
[I\N

of me.  Amen.
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We cannot know what future honor

may depend on the way we do the sim-
plest, most common-place thing to-day.

—J. R. Miller, D.D.




