
must be supposed to be all brought into o.io plane without alt^r.ngthe rolatve positions of the centre of X„ lS„tll £
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of vision, line'ofdiSiS
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Z;°°':?' 7 '" *^ ^*'"^''* "'"'^'' tho'sidewalks, the Hues ofwin

one another The diflerent points where these lines would ifproduced, ultimately meet are called VanisMng PoSt8(V P.)!

rinl!?n'"T"* ""?• '^*''*^ """^ °"° *'''^' '^" P'^^^'lel retiring

,nnf„rP'^f- ^,^^* '" *^'"' '"""^ P°'"*' ^'"1 t''at all parallel horrzontal retiring lines appear to meet in the horizon.
In the illustration of the railway track (fig. 4) where thespectator ,s supposed to be standing on one of the rails. thTrails

appear to meet m one point ,n the horizon, and this point is thepoint towards which the gaze is directed (C.V.). The ra la „th s case are parallel to the line of direction, and their vanishing

ea th
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"T"""^ °^ *''" rotundity oh?earth. 1 his can bo proved by standing upon each of the rails in
succession, where there are several parallel to each other

If the spectator turns either to the right or left until he looksm a direction at an angle of 45' with the tracks, thdr vanishh.g

point will not be changed, but will occupy a new position withregard to the spectator and his line of direction; that isrwllawas his centre of vision and the vanishing point of the rails, will
stiU be their vanishing point when they form an angle of 45° orany other angle with the line of direction

From this it is evident tliat if any horizontal line be followed
until It cuts the horizon, it will find there its f>vny vanishing
point.
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Suppose that the circumference of the circle in fig. 5 repre-
sents the complete horizon visible to a spectator stationed at I

P

When looking towards A his centre of vision will be the point A,but when looking towards Ji his centre of vision will be the point
Ji. Ihe direction of his line of direction, .ind consequently of his
picture plane, which is always perpendicular to the line of direo-
t.on, changes with every change of his position, and what vas


