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CHAPTER XLVIT.

THE INFINITIVE.

§ 239. The infinitive is, properly speaking, not a mood,
but a verbal substantive of the neuter gender, simply naniing
the action or condition. It has only two cases, the nomina-
tive and the accusative, the other cases being su))nlied bv
the gerund. But it differs from ordinary substantives inas-
much as It governs its case as a verb, and cannot be accom-
panied by an attributive adjective, but only by an adverb

Ihe infinitive has three tenses, the present or imperfect
tense, the j)erfect, and the future. What is called the
present or imperfect infinitive is nothing more than the
simple name of an action, without any regard to time, as :

To read, or the reading of, good
books is useful.

Legere bonos libros utile est.

The perfect infinitive represents an action simply as past,
and tJie future as one that is to come, as

:

Pudet me haec dixUie.

tiancremtibiprofuturamexistinio.
I am ashamed of having said this.
I believe that this thing will be

useful to you.

r.S'^ '^-f?^^l
sometimes use the perfect infinitive in the sense of aGreek aorist instead of the present, as: mnt r/nos pulverem OlumJcnm

dn>.t
;
fratrcs tendentes Pehon imposume Olympo, the brothers trvin- toplace mount Pehon upon Olympus.

j i^ ,
^u<= uiowiers iiymg to

Note 2.—The present infinitive is ofteu used after mcniun' II remernhpr^

Z}Z ^^\ ^TZ ^'^'^ remembers wishes to intin.ate that he i^aTlywitnessed the thing he remembers, as memini Catoneni anLTXauolmortuusest mecum et cum Scipione di.serere, I remember Cato the velrbefore his death, discussing with me and with SciiiTo
' ^ ^

Note 3. -Instead of the future infinitive, both in the active and in tbppassive, a paraphrase is often used with /ore (i.e., futurlniesle) lulnfl thesubjunctive, as: clamabant homines fore ut ipsi seTduimm^^^^^^^

tTemSe",""
exclaimed that the immortal goI\remlv:woulfavenge

to u^ -^1' ^^"'''if''''
" '^f'^^Oat id nobis, I hope that this may iZpfn

«?„^f"K
' paraphrase is almost invariably used after the verb sLro andmust be employed if the verb has no supine. ^ '

§ 240. The infinitive being used only in the nominative


