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AiioiIkt \
' m wiw Riihmlttcd, In to rciuovr tl\<> ('oiiHlitutiiinal obioc-

'

tioii made tft li , jircfiHUiit; one, by < • ,...nilf .stiiirs comiMmiiig \\\v Uiiiuii,

wilt) claini the riKlit of rc<riilalinn llicir roHixTtivc mililia.

It wan pn |iO:«'<\ that 2(),(HK) mrn Im; oiinilli'fl and Iniinnl, hut run (o loiivo

tliiir Ntuti s. iiuiil called into aetlvi- wrvlcc by the (io\»'i*H()rs, on the n'«ini»ttion

of the Pn.sid at.

'riicrc is u) d(nibl tlia( sonic pfiMicral plan will be dcvwcd for (lif iniprovo-

tnrnl of tilt" militia, with tlu' «'irc<l "f plaiinK a disi«wabli' force under iho

unniediate aulliorlty of 'he executive (jovernui'nt in time of »ur.

Ill the nil an lime -hoiild war itreak (nil. n eurrenee must he had lo the

old constitutional system of calliiij; lait drafis trom the sialcH bordering' on t' <

Bccnc of action for'a sliort period of Korvioe ; but this hnn been decnieil an

inelticient and ** ruinous e\i)edieiit."

It is possible that the President would, ns on txirmor (KcaHlons. be aiitho-

ri/.ed to "accept the services of volunteers," to a certain anioiilil, and lliesu

men would be incorporated in the exisiin;;; corjis of the regular arnty, rtiid in

new corps of the same description.

In the late war, af>er the failurex of the first campaiy;!!, w]u>n luililirt

were principally emploved, leave was i;iven to raise lifty baltalioiw ; nf uliicli

many were raised, ami conducted ihemselves in a very creditable winner,

under oflicerH taken from the army, and otherwise selected witli care. Tliero

would be less difliciilty now in pirovidinf? clliciei I oflicers.

In liU(i manner when distiirbancea wen aiiprchended between New
Uriiiiswick and Maine a few yi'ars sinct!, the '.^'csidcnt was authorizc<l to

" accept the services of ()(),')(M) volunteers."

Tilt! cslablishmci'' of West Point secures \n ample provisitm of well

educated o(lict;rs for tliu rc}<imeut to which such volunteors would bo trans-

ferred.

I do not anticipate much diflicully in providi j: for the commissariat and

medical (lc))artments.

In my ophiion there would be no didiculty in c<)llectin|>; a sunicienn force

upon tlus'frontier, within a very short period, to j istify the undertaking;; ol"

oirensive operations.

There mit;;lit be; a delicitMtcy of some of the rc(|i'isitea for lonp; ami ardu-

ous campaip;ns; but tlu; season for activt? operations >; short in this cnmitry,

and the prtiximity of the Uniletl States to the theatre f war, would facilitate

the transmission of sui)plies necessary for tlie occa.sioii

It is not likely that a large proiKirtitm of their disposable forct; would

be diverted from active operations ni this frontier li • tlie protection of tlu!

Kca-board frontier of the States. It is too extensive for i force of this descrip-

tion, and nuist be left to measures of local defeiict>.

The sea coast may be harassed and insulted, but no appndiensions can

be (nitertained of invasion by an army upon a larp;c s de. The occupation

of Washington, and the destruction of public building there, is considertid

more as an insult than an injury, and not likidy to be rc) attjd.

I have already adverted to tiw superiority of tlie I lited Stales upon all

the lakes except Ontario, and ihey have, it is too probaba', ampler means to

retain, than we possess to contest it.

There is no doubt that such a contest is contemplated bv all parties in the

United States, as likely to take place at some time, and perhaps at no distant

period.

I prefer seeking for proof of this general feeling, or rather conviction, in

the olhcial documents of tlie GovernnKMit at difTerent pi iods, than in any

hypothetical proposition of individuals, however well supp^ ried by reasoning

or appearances.

A stronger proof could not, 1 think, bi? produc-'d than trom the; approv(!d

plan, for the construction of f(> ^ses for the d(>fence_of the Northern frontier,

from whtMice it is evident the Ui. .ed States have nothing to fear.

These works, from their position and character, are intended to form a

basis of future offensive operations against Canada, as will, 1 think, appear

from the following extract from a late Report to Congress from the War
Department:

—

"The Morlhern frontier of the United States from Lake Superior o
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