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DiVID AffiMiyATHAW.
/ u'h'b

th»th« would »• Dftvid'B life, tnd onlanytbinj? »boat It! Are you floinfortin((

David'b port thm h« would ihow kindnean yoqrHelf with tUU text from the fool't bible*

to Jonatban and hi« houM forever. Here "Rloo^ in thicker tbaii water." Then, if

we have a duproof of a famiUat proverb. lyon liave x'ven me a moiitentary atlYantage

The familiar prowrb la, " Blood it thlokerjo/cr >ou lu «lcoling me aa your aftornnon

than water" Jonatbltn aaya, "Right iHiteaober for thia ooe uccaaion, let mo \\9o

thicker than blood. David ia no reUtion'what you youraelvea have put into ray trnniln

of mine phyaioally ; but Djyid la an injured for the purpoae of Baying, give up jour

man. and my father i» the individual who ia' father, rather than give up conscienct),

injuring him, and I anap all tiea that I mayjrighleonanHHM, truth, purity. Do not muke

go and stand by the Hide of God and prO-ihis Rhame public, if you can avoid it, l)ut

elaim myself in favor of the right!" Gon-ll^jpvorytliinKW ^^"''•^ down, rather ihau

bider no ties where righteousness is in ques-

tion. Th«re are aetiondary rights, and there

uro primary righti. You are your fatberV

child, Bkid, you aayyou ought to be filial

and obedient; The spirit of righteousness

ays," No!" " Childrqn, obey your parents

—in the Lord. That is the explanatory

qualification. Whatever your father tells you

to do; if it be not *' in the Lord," you have a

right to resist it. Whatever your govern

men! tells you to do that is'not " in the

Ui(( spirit of i y,'lUogusucK8 shuil be priuved

or quen«;htsd' "Cnsiiyo not the Spirit, queuch

not the Spirit." Inasnmub as you have liad

bitter exuorienoe of this kind of uonduut

from your fulhur, see to it, tiiat, in your

turn, you give your ohildren the beuelil of •

ripht example. /

Jonathati kept his promise >and died in

the faith. From the tlrtie of hid death thei-w

is a liipse of sixteen years beforo David
propobos this inquiry. Why this delay?

Lord," you have a right to protest »gainBt,,Jte,a80n8 of state, the prevalence of Wur^t,

and toicesist to the ntmost. . I fear wA' are political disijuietude, thedanger which men-

serving some sub-gods, Bom« 'underdeities.Uceti his throne, and the multiplied onj^ngu-

some li;ttle proxy kings, and forgetting th* intrnta of Lis rostlesa life arA urged

One Btemal, Absolute Buler. We are >\n excuan

meMuring ourselves by false standards and

not by the one great judgement. Will yon

do wrong for your father's sake, and call it

filial obedienee ? There is only One Father.

Tins term "father'"Jthat We U8«», wu use only

temporarily and with qualifications. One is

your father—God ! Let every tie be broken,

let it go so that you serve Him who is cloth-

ed with righteousness, and who sits for ever

in the light! Bhall a man say, "If it hod

been anybody but my father, I certainly

would have taken anothet oounfo." I Mk
you what is the question in eontroversy V

a() •

Let them be admitted to have

iheir weight. But the duty of the man' catl,

uever bn merged in the duty off^ho stateH-

mau. The obligations of a 1?m|m9o ure as

strong npon the conscience iRfl||cini; Ma
private citizen, a blesaiog is p-onuun':ed

upon him that " Bweareth to his own hurt

aud«hangeth not." This BenieOn, however,

can have no application to the mnu who
rashly and wickedly covenants with another,

to compass an end which in itself is wrong,
,

o;^ which, if right, is to b<« compassed only

by illegal or immoral means. Such a comr
misdemeanor, andp4ct id, in law, tt misdemeanor, and iti

if itbe aouestionofmerepolitBDess'.civiUty.lmorals, a crime. It cannot, therefore, be

honor due to age, attention required by thelbinsjin^; upon any man's conscience. Thnt

ordinary courtesies of life ; then I honor yonjwhicli we h^vj no right to proyOwe wi- wia

for honoring your father. Bat if it be a bav« uo right to fulfil, but virtuous yows

moral question, a quesiion as between right Ure bindiuK lor ever, and^ " in keepmg of

and wiong, yotir father ceases to bavean.v.them there is arotit reward." / .*,

plarra upon your conscience if so bo, Ji> III. It supposei ml tjw side oj JJmid n

lAdicate a course that is'foul or questionable. irr«/«r/«i and benevolent heart.-^ lie sought

The question is not between " Blood and information, ^or he wished to do a kimlness;

Wtttor, the quottion is between blood an.t Had he been a selfish man. or nugrate/ul,

Qod Ibloodaud rIghteoUsnes.'i. physical kin the old friendships would have been fcrgoiteii

Bliip'and eternal alliauce with tiib virtues and the promise bnjkmi. Ia there yet aity-

and honestiPR of the universe. Are any of of the hmm of'SauVfYt>l Saul had been hi»

yon at this moment detained from <loiug enemy; bad sought hie lif»; ba«l persued him

rinbt booanse your father is ou iho other with relentless fary, till his houI was like a

side? Tell mo. Kept' in a wr<.i>« obi^foh, "partridge on tlie mountains". Tliis hatred

where the truth is not spoken, because jonr of Saul he might have set off against the

father has a pew there? Kept from the love of Jonathan, found the balance equal

open profession of Christianity, because and cried quits with the whole family. No

woar father would feel annoyed if you Baiwpop wottldhav© Warned him had he left the


