
GENERAL PREFACE

T
HE events of the present time have started much 
serious enquiry into the validity of our accepted 
institutions and our traditional habits of thought. 

Our conceptions of the State,of the Church, of the organi
sation of Industry, of the Status of IVman in the com
monwealth, and of many other things have been directly 
challenged; and it is commonly acknowledged that a 
frank and thorough-going examination of our current pos
tulates,political, religious, economic and social, is urgently 
called for. This series is intended to be a tentative con
tribution to the discussion of the problems thus raised.

The writers of these volumes do not profess to have 
a complete philosophy of reconstruction ; nor haVe they 
endeavoured to co-ordinate their thoughts into a coherent 
polity. They treat of matters upon which they are not 
all agreed; but they agree that Society should be organised 
with a View to the free development of all the finer interests 
and activities of men, and that such organisation must take 
account of local and spiritual differences. Apartfrom this 
general agreement, they have workpd out their several 
theses independently and are severally alone responsible 
for the opinions expressed in the volumes published under 
their names.

The volumes in the series will coVer the main subjects 
relative to the function of the State. Those already 
planned will treat of the State in its relation to other 
states, to religion, to industry, to society, to woman, to 
the individual, to art, education and crime.
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