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had come in at high speed,* and was able to take
station ahead of the battle-cruisers by the time we
tm-ned to ESE., the com-se on which we first

engaged the enemy. In this respect the work of
the Light-cruiser Squadrons was excellent, and of
great value.

[Scouting by a seaplane]

' From a report from Galatea at 2.26 p.m. it was
evident that the enemy force was considerable,
and not merely an isolated unit of light-cruisers, so
at 2.46 p.m. I ordered Engadine- (Lieutenant-
Commander C. G. P .binson) to send up a seaplane
and scout to NNE. This order was carried out very
quickly, and by 3.8 p.m. a seaplane, with Fli'^ht
Lieutenant F. J. Rutland, R.N., as pilot, and
Assistant Paymaster G. S. Trewin, R.N., as observer,
was weU under way ; her first reports of the enemy
were received in Engadine about 3.30 p.m. Owing
to clouds it was necessary to fly very low, and in
order to identify four enemy light-cruisers the sea-
plane had to fly at a height of 900 feet within
3,000 yards of them, the light-cruisers opening
fire on her with every gun that would bear. This
in no way interfered with the clarity of their reports,
and both FUght Lieutenant Rutland and Assistant
Paymaster Trewin are to be congratulated on their
achievement, which indicates that seaplanes under
such ch-cumstances are of distinct value.

' Cf. the German version, p. 25, note 4. ^ Seaplane carrier.
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