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ethnologists. The totem is simply regarded by these Indians 
as an emblem of a group of people, related through their fathers, 
who may be encountered even in different tribes. Thus, the 
Timiskaming and Timagami people of the same totem consider 
themselves as distant relatives. There are no religious taboos 
entertained in connexion with the totem, nor is descent traced 
from it. The idea underlying the totem here seems to be, in 
brief, the idea of relationship between individuals who have 
inherited, through their fathers, a certain secondary nationality 
in the tribe, the emblem of which is the particular animal or 
totem. As may be inferred from the paternal reckoning in 
both the totemic and territorial groups, each hunting territory 
remains permanently in the same totemic group.

In the Timiskaming band are three totems distributed through 
the families: the Kingfisher, ogi'ckvma'nm; the Caribou, 
atïk'; the Rattlesnake, cici-'kwe. The totems of some of the 
other families now extinct in the male line are not known.

The same totems are found among the Timagami Indians. 
The fact that the families in both bands are related by marriage 
and descent, leads one to feel that the Timiskaming totems 
may have been derived directly from encroaching Ojibwa 
families in comparatively recent times.


