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and a fair amount of harmony. Had the constitution 
been of a more flexible character and had the con­
duct of the administration been adapted to the pro­
gressive settlement of the country, its success might 
have continued indefinitely. The incoming century 
found a contented country;1 wealth anil population 
were on the increase. A tide of immigration from 
Scotland and Ireland turned steadily towards Upper 
Canada. Pennsylvania farmers crossed the lakes to 
find new homes in the fertile land of the province. 
The little hamlet of York, on the site of the old 
Indian post of Toronto, became the seat of govern­
ment. To the north of it a wide, straight road, called 
Yonge Street in honour of the secretary of war, 
carried the tide of settlement towards Lake Simcoc. 
At the head of Lake Ontario, Dundas Street ran 
from the settlement at 11 ami I ton to the Thames, and 
presently was opened eastward as far as York. The 
inhabitants of the province in the year 1811 were 
estimated at seventy-seven thousand.2 Into Lower 
Canada also British immigrants had come in con­
siderable numbers. Ere long it began to appear that 
the racial conflict, which it was the intention of the 
Act of 1791 to obviate, had but shifted its ground 
and was renewed with increasing bitterness in the 
province of Lower Canada. The War of 1812, in 
which the energies of both French and British set­
tlers were absorbed in repelling American invasion,
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