countless mlllions her capital clty has Leen one of the
holy places of the world, Prom Rome, the spiritual power
and comf'ort of an anclent and undying falth have gone Iinto
the lands of all the sarth,

I do not forget at this time the noble oxample
sot by the present occupant of the Noly %ee in hls unceasing
work for the preservation of peace and the exaltation of
humani ty itsel!, amidst the discord and clmmowr of the
world which i1s fallin in mulns around us. All these
anclent tradltions of freedom and goodewill, of rellglon,
of literature and of art, have been trampled upon and cast
by wilcked men Iinto the darkness and dust,

It would be a great mistake to underestimate the

soriouveness of (e new situation which has been created,

Italy 18 a nation of forty mlllions. Under the domination

of her dlctator, she has been preparing for war longer

than any other nation In Burope., A whole generation has
been educated to glorify force, It 1s uselesas further at
this time to regret the degradation of a free and peaceful
poople, to seek the causes for the change, or to condemn
the evlil doctrines vhich have polsoned the hearts and minds
of Italian youth, The very names of Ethiopia and Aldbania
are reminders of the use of overwvhelming force to subdue
the weak.




