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being influenced in their judgment by political or other 
considerations arising out of promises or pledges which 
have been given in the past.

My colleagues and I have been elected to carry 
on the government at this time of war. If you cannot 
trust us to do what is right in the interest of the 
people, who are you going to trust? If you cannot trust 
the members whom you have elected to represent you in 
parliament to see that no step is taken which is not in 
your Interest, and in the interest of our country, who 
are you going to trust? This is not an ordinary time; 
it is a time of war. The whole world is in a state of 
rapid change. At any time the responsibilities of govern­
ment are heavy enough. They are greater today than they 
have ever been. For my part, if I did not believe that^^ 
as head of the government, I continued to enjoy the 
confidence of the people, who, time and again, have 
returned me to office, I would not wish to remain in office 
an hour longer.

Surely, you are not going to be influenced in 
your vote on Monday by parades of young boys carrying banners 
and shouting "Down with Conscription'1, when conscription 
is not the issue. Nor do I imagine that you will be 
influenced by the radio from Paris, suggesting that you


