BRITISH COLUMBIA LABOUR COMAISSION

The Strike at Union a Sympathetic Strike.

On April 21, however, four days before
the joint delegate meeting, at which repre-
sentatives from Union were to be present,
was held at Nanaimo, Baker wired the fol-
lowing message in cipher from Nanaimo to
Moyer, president of the Western Federa-
tion at Denver, Colorado :

Ladysmith asks Cumberland (Union) out in
svmpathy, I approve. Have we your consent.
Answer.

. The next day the following telegram, signed

' by both Moyer, the president, and Haywood,
| the secretary of the Western Federation of
~ Miners, was received by Baker at Nanaimo:

Denver, Colo., April 22, 1903.
J. J. Baker,
Nanaimo.

‘We approve of calling out any or all men ne-
cessary to win at Ladysmith. Organize Japan-
P —————

ese and Chinamen if possible.
3 (Sgd) CHAS. MOYER,

President W.F.M.

WM. D. HAYWOOD,
Secretary.

Deception practised by Canadian Organi-
zer of W. F. of M.

The use made by Baker of this reply, and
the concealment by him from apparently
all Canadian officials of the nature or con-
tents of the telegrams sent by him to Moyer,
in which he stated that Ladysmith asked
Cumberland (Union) out in sympathy,
point, in_our opinien, to-a deliberate move
on his part to bring about a strike at Union
which might strengthen the hands of the
strikers at Ladysmith, and at the same time
stop the supply of coal to the Canadian
Pacific Railwazgolm/ﬂninn; and this view
is supported by the evidence, amongst
others, of Shenton, who expressed his inabi-
lity to account for Baker’s action in this
connection on any other hypothesis than
that of deception and the absence of good
faith in dealing with the officers of the
Canadian unions.

At the meeting of the joint delegate exe-
cutive board at Nanaimo on the 25th of
April, there were present two representa-
tives from Ladysmith, three from Union
and three from Nanaimo. According to
the minutes of this mecting, which extend-

P

ed over two days, and the evidence of wit-
nesses who were present, the meeting con-
cerned itself with the discussion of mea-
sures calculated to secure the success of the
strike at Ladysmith and the matter of aid
to the strikers. The question of a sympa-
thetic strike was not brought up by any
one, nor does the telegram sent by Baker
to Denver, or the reply received by him
from the officers there, appear to have come
before the meeting in any official way. The
assessment of different unions to rassist the
strikers at Ladysmith, and the taking up
of subscriptions to aid them, were the mat-
ters discussed. There was also some dis-
cussion of the Conciliation Bill which was
before the provincial legislature at the
time. On the 26th it was decided to send
three delegates to Victoria with a view to
bring the situation at Ladysmith to the at-
tention of the provincial government, and
to have pressure brought through this
source, if possible, on the president of the
company which might lead to a settlement
of the dispute on the lines of recognition
of the Western Federation of Miners and
the reinstatement of men discharged at
Ladysmith and Union. The delegates ap-
pointed at this meeting proceeded to Vie-
toria on the 27Tth, and interviewed the gov-
ernment on that day and the day following,
returning to Nanaimo on the 29th, when
they reported the result of their interview
to the joint executive board.

Double dealings with Union Officials.

While the two telegrams above referred
to were not officially discussed at any of the
meetings of the joint executive board, use
was, nevertheless, made of the reply re-
ceived by Baker in conversations which he
had with members of the joint board. Tt
would appear that he made particular unse
of the telegram approving of the ecalling
out of all men necessary to win at Lady-
smith. Shenton swore that he himself was
strongly opposed to calling out any of the
men at Union, and that his opposition to
such a course of action was well known to
Baker. He testified further that Baker did
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