[Intermurals can't compare to Varsity athletics

Many people have asked me this year why we don’t report on
intermural sports and now thanks to our most gracious
advertisers I have the opportunity to answer that question.
Let this column be an answer to all of you who have asked and
a deterrent to those who have often wondered but never
asked.

I have made it a policy of mine not to cover intermural
sports but to use our space in the sports section to cover
Varsity athletics. There are a number of reasons for this
decision.

On numerous occasions in the sports section we find our-
selves short of space. When this happens we must cut the
sports articles we do have down to their bare minimum or
sometimes not run them at all. This leaves me with a decision
to make about one article’s importance over another, about
which story a reader is most likely to read and which one will
line the bottom of the bird cage. This creates a problem: do we
give up space for varsity sport to give coverage to intermu-
rals? No.

Excalibur in the past has had the reputation of covering the
so-called ‘high profile’ sports such as football, hockey and
basketball only and mentioning briefly, if ever, the lesser
known sports like fencing and water polo.
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This year, however, we in the sports department have done
our best to give coverage to the lower profile sports, which has
resulted in a more well-rounded section and positive response
from many readers. This expanded coverage has left little if
any space for coverage of intermural sports.

I must admit that at times we find ourselves with more
space than we need, but these times are few and often unpre-
dictable. In these cases we have feature articles already pre-
pared and ready at a moment’s notice. It would be entirely
unfair to ask someone to write about intermurals on a weekly
basis and not guarantee that it will be printed.

Another reason for the absence of intermural coverage is
that there are a number of college newspapers whose respon-
sibility it is to cover college teams.

Intermural sports brings colleges together and provide
recreation for its members. They are fun but they are not
athletics. Athletics, as I have come to know it this year,
requires talent, determination, hours of practice and a will to
win. These essential ingredients are sorely lacking in intermu-
ral sports.

I've played in both the Torch and Flame leagues during my
years at York. It was fun, it was sport, but it wasn’t athletics.

Just to give a few examples to illustrate my point. On one
occasion, the Flame hockey team I played for decided to
forfeit a game because no one was going to show up for the
game. Once I was sitting in the Vanier college pub when a
sports rep came in to gather up a basketball team for a game
that same night. I also have seen players show up for games
under the influence of alcohol or bring a case of beer into the
dressing room before a game. This is not athletics.

Little preparation, showing up drunk, or not coming at all,
might be fun, but it can’t compare to varsity athletics.

If I must decide whether to give coverage to figure skaters,
who wake up at five every morning to spend two hours
practice in a cold arena or to teams that sometimes make it to
games, I'd choose the skaters as I would any other dedicated
athlete, every time.
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GYMNASTICS

Last Saturday the York gymnastic
team visited McMaster. York fin-
ished first overall with 240 points.

Strong performances for York
were by John Ecclestone who placed
first in the floor exercises with a
score of 9.45, and Lorne Bobkin, a
freshman who competed in the
World Championships in Montreal
last November. Bobkin placed first
in the vault event with a score of 9.30
and second in the rings event with a
score of 8.60. One other strong per-
former for York was Glen Cooper
who placed first in the pommel horse
with a score of 7.60.

Allan Reddon did not compete
but acted as coach and is resting for
the oUAA Championships ip ™

ary. Coach Zivic was judging.

In the all-round standings John
Ecclestone placed second with 49.90
points (just .65 behind the first place
winner). Lorne Bobkin placed
fourth with 49.45 points and Peter
Morgan was fifth with 48.35.

FENCING

The ouAA Mid-East Divisionals
were held last weekend at Ryerson.
York’s sabre team placed first in the
team event and thus advanced to the
OUAA Sectionals.

In the individuals, Warren Kotler
placed first, Matt Pindera placed
fourth and rookie Charlie Goucalves
placed sixth and advanced to the
sectionals.

Both the foil and epee teams were
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eliminated. However there were
some bright spots. In the foil, Brian
Braganza placed third, in the epee
Tony Forsyth placed third in a pool
of 12 and advanced to the next
round.

BADMINTON

Last weekend the Yeomen competed
in a round robin tournament at RMC.
York qualified for the team cham-
pionships, while the singles and
doubles both qualified for the indi-
vidual championships.

Top performances for York came
from Nick Nikhusnin who won all
five matches and finished first in sin-
gles and the doubles team which also
won all five matches and finished
first in doubles.

And bending over backwards to serve our members is one of the things
we do best at UNICOLL. For example our RRSP's offer:
¢ No Fees — For management or anything else

* Instant Tax Receipts — The personal touch! A tax receipt on the spot,

available January to March

e Statements — Mailed twice a year
e Variable Rate Plans — To match current interest rate trends

* Fixed Rate Plans — Guaranteed one to five years for fixed terms
(compounded annually at the face rate)

* Total Security — Invest in as many RRSP's as you wish. Each one is insured
up to $60,000 through the Ontario Share and Deposit
Insurance Corporation. Now that's total security!
* RRSP Loans — Friendly, same-day, hassle-free loan arrangements
Come in today and talk to us about an RRSP. We'd like to bend over
backwards to help you because there’s a definite difference at

UNICOLL. You can bank on it!
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Universities and Colleges Credit Union
Curtis Lecture Halls, Room 112
York University, Downsview
M3J 1P3 Tel: 667-3239

Member of Ontario Share and
Deposit Insurance Corporation

VOLLEYBALL

The Yeowomen were at Ottawa last
weekend coming home consolation
winners. They beat Waterloo in the
Consolation Semi-Finals 3-1 and
defeated Regina 3-0 to win the Con-

solation Finals.

The Yeowomen played only well
enough to qualify for the consola-
tion round losing in the opening
round to Ottawa 3-2 and Saskatche-
wan 3-0.

By BEN RAFAELI

A tired York swim team did not
fare well on Saturday against the
tough Western Mustangs.

Both the Yeomen and Yeow-
omen losses, 70-42 and 96-17
respectively, came following a
very close meet with Brock Uni-
versity the night before.

Carol Wilson, coach of both
the Yeomen and Yeowomen, is
confident that York will move
up in the overall standings. Last
year’s team placed sixth for the
men and eleventh for the
women. “This year,” said Wil-
son, ‘‘the women are more
improved than the men—both
are reaching for fifth.”

Some personal best times were
recorded by York swimmers.
Robert Kirwin, a first-year stu-
dent, swam a lifetime best of 20.9
in the 200 m medley, and Ed

Tired swimmers lose to Western

Spivak recorded a personal best
in the 50 m breast stroke.

In the men’s 50 m freestyle,
York swimmers Adam Robin-
son and captain Victor Verbac
took both first and second place.
Robinson, the winner of the
race, was only two-tenths off
qualification for the Nationals
and said that he is “‘going to do
it.” In the 50 m women’s free-
style Yeowoman Ann Bruner
won with a time of 28.45.

Coach Wilson said that not
only are we seeing ‘‘better indi-
v.dual performances, but also
an overall improvement in the
strength and depth of the team.”

It is this support structure that
Wilson hopes will help the team
achieve higher standings in the
women’s OWIAA championships
on Feb. 15 and 16 and the men’s
OUAA championships on Feb. 21
and 22.

Monday to Friday
9 AM -9 PM

Saturday
8:30 AM to 6 PM

- STEELES SQEUARE PLAZA
180 STEELES AVENUE
(Steeles & Yonge)

889-5947

REG. $ 40.00
REG. $50.00
REG. $55.00

REG. $10.00

REG. $14.00

F

THE ULTWMATE CUT
UNISEX

PERM SPECIALS

- 300 JOHN STREET
THORNHILL SQUARE
(Inside K. Mart)

731-6077
- 2900 WARDEN AVENUE
BRIDELWOOD MALL
(Inside K. Mart)

494-6311

Now $20.00
Now $25.00
Now $27.00

LADIES WASH, CUT & STYLE
REG. $ 15.00

Now $10.00

MEN’S WASH, CUT & STYLE

NOW $7.00

NOW $7.00

STREAKS (Includes Blow-Dry)

REG. $25.00

NOW $20.00
® All Speciais Expire February 15/K6

® Viahd with this Ad only

® Not vahd with any ot our other promotions

WE ALSO ACCEPT ANY
OTHER HAIR DRESSERS’
COUPONS WITH AN
ADDITIONAL $1.00 OFF

15 stylists in each location
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