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The future put in doubt by 7*

new statusRebecca Cohn’s
house is a tremendousval, though disappointed by the 

new-found status of the Cohn and 
the Dunn as rental facilties, do 

immediate effects

enting
blow,” says Barbara Richman, 
director of the Halifax Dance 
Association. ‘‘The Cohn dance 
series brought us a broad cross- 
section of international artists. 
We could see new work, invite

for $300,000, the Dalhousie Arts 
Centre is remaining open, but the 
Rebecca Cohn Auditorium and 
the James Dunn Theatre will 
become rental-only facilities. 
Artists desiring to perform in 
either performance space must be 
able to afford expensive rental 
fees or find a local sponsor to lend 
financial support.

While the facts surrounding 
the Dalhousie Arts Centre and its 
attendant woes have been well- 
documented, there has not been 
much media coverage dealing 
with the local artistic community 
and its response to the issue. Sur­
prisingly, some rather prominent 
performance groups such as the 
Nova Scotia Symphony and the 
Nova Scotia Kiwanis Music Festi-

bv Dor Michel Arie
Quite some time has passed 

since information first came to 
light which suggested that the 
Dalhosuie Arts Centre — funded 
entirely by Dalhousie University 
since 1971 — might have to shut 
its doors. Those with their ears to 
the ground foresaw the possibil­
ity of Dalhousie University 
divorcing itself of any responsi­
bility for funding the centre as far 
back as the spring of 1988. Others 
knew even prior to that period. 
The reality of the situation has 
been known for several weeks. 
With the aid of a provincial grant

not see any 
upon their performance sche­
dules in the near future.

According to Shirley Whiston, 
executive director of the Nova 
Scotia Kiwanis Music Festival,

guest dancers to give master 
classes and make contacts for 
training opportunities for our 
students. The series was wonder­
ful for audiences, students and 
performers. It brought to a com­
munity which has no dance com­
pany of its own a sense of the 
breadth and excitement of perfor­
mance dance.”

there was great disappointment 
upon hearing of the straits in 
whic h the Cohn found itself. I he 
music festival had long been held 
in church halls and school audit­
oriums prior to the advent of the 
arts centre in 1971. Since that time 
it has been held, and the perfor­
mance space rented, in the centre. 
Whiston went on to say that hav­
ing such a prominent arts facility 

midst has made the task ofin our
bringing in adjudicators from 
other parts of Canada an easy one. 
In recent years, however, she says 
that the centre’s level of mainte­
nance has dropped and that we 
must ask ourselves whether it ise*

M
not compromising matters by 
keeping the arts centre open des­
pite its continual qualitative 
deterioration.

Dena Simon, executive director 
of the Nova Scotia Choral Federa­
tion, agrees with Whiston with 
regards to the municipality's 
need for a quality performance 
space which can accomodate vir­
tually any type of performance. 
She says that the Cohn provided 
the local choral groups with an 
accoustically sound auditorium 
within which to perform. The 
Choral Federation has rented 
space in the past so finding itself 
in this position once again is no 
great shock. Nonetheless, Simon 
brings attention to the fact that 
rental space is expensive in the 
Dalhousie Arts Centre and 
smaller performance groups 
might well have to charge high 
ticket prices in order to meet ren­
tal costs. The state of dance per­
formances in Halifax is certainly 
jeopardized if dance groups must 
perform at a financial risk and 
Simon expresses concern that 
while the symphony and the thea­
tre are both going strong locally, 
it is the dance afficionado who 
mav have to do without.

‘‘The loss of the Cohn as a pres-
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Blast from the Past

This statue, outside the Cohn, 
might become more popular now 
that the Inside space Is too 
expensive to rent.

From a symphonic standpoint, 
the Nova Scotia Symphony has 
long rented its time and space 
]from the Cohn and its performa­
nces are booked anywhere from 
one to one and a half years in 
advance. The general manager of 
Symphony Nova Scotia, Luc 
Charlebois, said that the overall 
effect of turning the Cohn into a 
rental facility will be a diminu­
tion of artistic performances for 
Halifax. He went on to say that a 
gap will likely exist as smaller, 
financially insecure performance 
groups fall to the wayside because 
of an inability to find local spon­
sors or promoters. Artistically 
speaking, it may take one or two 
years, however, to recognize the 
effects of the Cohn’s new status 
upon the local area. Charlebois 
said that, like Whiston, he thinks 
funding for the Cohn should be a 
tripartite responsibility main­
tained by Dalhousie University, 
and the provincial and municipal 
governments. According to whis­
ton, Dalhousie should definitely 
uphold some funding responsi­
bility to the Cohn. "University is 
more than just books.”

The question of whether or not 
Halifax is going to become 
increasingly isolated from the rest 
of the Canadian artistic commun­
ity remains to be answered, but 
there is no doubt that the rental- 
only status of the Cohn is a 
decidely backwards step for per­
formance arts in Halifax.
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ir Going Your Way!

March 20, 8 pm, Mclnnes Room, SUB
Admission: $3 with CFS Studentsaver Card $3.50 University Students 

$4 Faculty, Staff & Alumni

A private club for lesbians and gay men. 
The only one of its kind in Nova Scotia.

Monday to Saturday, from 8pm 
Cover charge after 9pm for non members.
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Used & Rare Books
BACK 
PAGES
1520 Queen St. 
Halifax 
Nova Scotia 
423-4750&

Books bought and sold.

VOTE VOTE
GAZETTE STAFF

candidates for editor are:
•Scott Neily 
•Sandy Mackay 

( Lyssa McKee has 
withdrawn).
voting hours are Friday 
March 17th, 9am-4pm at 
The Office

vote, or
you don’t get no pizza!
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GRADUATION 
PORTRAIT GRAND 
OPENING SPECIAL
New Studio!
During the celebration you can have your 
graduation portrait taken and receive the 
following:

✓ Sitting fee regular $20.00 - special $5.00
✓ Save 50% off regular print prices with 

special student package plans
✓ Free black and white print for yearbook
✓ 20% off all frames
✓ All photos guaranteed
✓ International Award Winning Photographer

BOOK NOW Don't be disappointed

1 586 argyle street 
halifax, nova scotia 
B 3 J 2 B 3 422-9103
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