by Brenda Waddle

For the second time, Anne
McGrath has lost her bid to be-
come the Students’” Union Aca-
demic Affairs Commissioner.

Arts Representative Don Millar
told a raucous council meeting

Tuesday night that “this is not Grade

One” as the motion to vote on
McGrath was amended and Kerri
Kamra’s name was inserted.

Kamra was then selected the

new Academic Affalrs Commis-
sioner.

McGrath called last night’s pro-
ceedings “disgraceful” and said
council “twisted the rules to make
sure | didn’t get the position.”

“They resorted. to outright lies
and they didn’t debate my qualifi-
cations” she said. Science Repre-
sentative ‘proxy Dave Koch said
McGrath’s charges were “totally
unfounded.”

Of Tuesday’s meeting.Koch said,
“ felt it was perfectly fair to move
the amendment for the person wo
1 am sure is the better of the two
candidates.”

“There was nothing illegal about
it,” said Koch.

Since the resignation of Sheryl
Jackson, the original AA commis-
sioner for the 1984/85 term, the

b process to fill the position has been

a long and contentious oine. Seven
people were interviewed for the
position of Academic Affairs Com-
missioner, and Anne McGrath,

former SU Education Representa-
tive, VP Academic Affairs and Pres-
ident of the University of Ottawa
Students’ Union, was chosen by the
Nomination Committee, with Kerri
Kamra the second choice.

This recommendation was de-
feated at the. August 7 council
meeting.

At the time, SU President Floyd

Hodgins said he disagreed with the

committee’s recommendation be-
cause of the bias of some members
of the committee.

However, McGrath believed she
lost the job because of her political
beliefs.

McGrath ‘was the Communist
candidate in the riding of Edmon-
ton-Strathcona during the fed‘eral
election.

McGrath then brought her 1e'-

vance to the Student Omb
vice and, according to Ombuds-

‘persons Gayle Morris and Dan

McGarvey’s report delivered at
council, three reasons were found
for the Students’ Council’s dismis-
sal of the Nominating Committee’s

recommendation:

@ Bias in the selection process
employed by the Nomination
Committee.

® McGrath’s report concerning
the censure of some members
of the U of A’s delegation.

® McGrath’s political affiliation
with the Communist Party of
Canada.

According to Morris, these rea-
sons had no bearing on McGrath’s
suitability for the job. “There was
no reason why the recommenda-
tion did not go through in the first
place,” said Morris. ;

In accordance with the recom-
mendation of the Students Ombud-
service, Su President Floyd Hodgins
reintroduced the original motion
Tuesday  night, moving that Stu-
dents’ Council ratify the appoint-

"ment of Anne McGrath as Aca-

demic Commissioner. |

SU VP External Paul Alpern stated
that “Students’ Council is the final
authority to make the decision”,
regardiess of the Nomination Com-
mittee’s recommendations.

Science Representative proxy
Dave Koch then attempted to have
the motion amended, to strike
McGrath’s name and insert Kam-
ra’s name, as McGrath’s nomina-
tion had already been voted on
and defeated, in August. =

Regarding McGrath, Koch said,
“I do not think she will be able to
work with the people she has to
work with. | do not think she can
take orders.”

Students’ Council Speaker Kris
Farkas then questioned whether a
Board Recommendation could be

amended in council.

This inspired an outburst from
Ken Boxman, who read aloud from
Robert’s Rules of Order that any
committee recommendation, once

~introduced to council, could be

amended at the wilFof the council.
He then put his copy of Robert’s
Rules of Order in front of Speaker
Farkas, and slammed her gavel (a
bottle of Pepsi Free) on top of the‘
book.

Farkas then reminded Bosman
that if he ever burst out like that

" again, he would be escorted from

the chambers, saying “I'm normally
a calm person, but | don’t have to
take this.” -

Business Rep Robert Lunney
called a vote on the original motion,
saying that voting for' Kamra as

- opposed to McGrath nullified the

purpose of the Nomination Com-
mittee. “If we did that, then Dave
Koch could bring in a friend and
ask us to ratify him as academic
commissioner.”
Dave Koch then demanded an
apology, which Lunney made.
continued on page 3

S.U. VP President Floyd Hodgins and VP Academic Donna Kassian confer
during one of Council’s few quiet moments Tuesday night.

Enrolment up again

by Neal Watson

Early numbers obtained from the
Office of the Registrar indicate that
enrolment is up about 3 per cent at

‘the U of A for the 1984-85 academic

year.

There are approximately 24,000
full-time students registered . at
present compared to a final count
of 22,908 for the 1983-84 academic

part-time students.

Enrolment is up around 3.4 per
cent for the University of Calgary
and 5.5 per cent for the University
of Lethbridge. :

University Registrar Brian Silzer
says he expects this year’s enrol-
Iment to break last year’s all-time.
high, but says the enrolment num-
ber will level off by about the half-
way point of the first term due to
students failing to show-up for
classes or dropping out of Uni-
versity.

‘We are still experiencing enrol-
ment pressures and will be hard
pressed to provide the necessary
quality instruction said Silzer.

Silzer said the number of first-
year students had diminished and
the quota on students entering the
U of A would be achieved.

Last winter, the University Board
of Governors - the Universities main
decision-making body - seta quota
of 4,500 first year students to be
admitted for the 1984-85 year.

Silzer said that after sorting
through first-year applications and

keeping qualified applicants and"

(keeping in mind students first and
second choices,) the University
admitted close to 4,800 first-year
students.

But with the “no-show factor,”
the final number of first-year stu-

-dents will be “closer to 4, 000 ” said

“Silzer.

Dean McDonald of the Faculty
of Science said the enrolment in
science is “essentially the same”’ as
last year. As of September 11, there
were 4,549 full-time students regis-

‘tered in science. This is compared
to 4,584 for September of 1983.

However, McDonald said the facul-

ty was still having “real trouble cop-
ing with the number of students
moving to higher years.”

With an average lecture size of
almost 50 students, McDonald said
the faculty was forced to cut-off
registration in a few classes, includ-
ing some math classes. But McDo-

- nald said all students that advanced--
year. In addition, there are 3,300

registered were admitted to their
classes.

One problem, emphasized by
both McDonald and Registrar
Silzer, is the difficulty caused by
service courses. Both Sciences and

. Arts provide service courses, par-

ticularly at the junior level, to other
faculties. McDonald said these

~ courses are a strain on the faculties

resources.

Service courses are out of faculty
courses students take to satisfy
requirements - ie. english for engin-
eers.

Dean Terry White of the Faculty
of Arts said the increased registra-
tlon in his faculty was causing

“enormous difficulties.” White said’
the increase in the number of regis-
trations in half-courses had risen by

over 4,000 since September of last
year.

White also stressed that registra-
tions in the 300 and 400 level courses

“up dramatically” from 36,600
registrations to 42,284, but that the
quota on first- year students had
helped-ease the strain somewhat.

With little increase in the “hard-
budget” in Arts - the amount of
money alloted each year to the
faculty - White said they were hav-
ing difficulty in hiring quality ses-
sionals to teach for a year or two.
Sessionals are reluctant to come
here with the prospect of only one
year’s work.

White said his faculty needed an
increase in staff and space to cope
with the increased numbers. White
said the faculty and the University
had a responsibility to give students

-the courses they want but he asked
it the univeisiy  siiuid take eve-
rybody that show up at the door.”
For example, White questioned
whether college students should
be able to transfer nght into
unlversnty

Science is no. 1

by Neal Watson

Science students think their fac-
ulty is number 1 on campus and
next week they are issuing a chal-

lenge to other faculties in order to

prove it.

The “Science is No. 1” dare is
part of Science Week which runs
from Setpember 24-28.

Presented by the two-year old

Undergraduate Science Society,
Science Week is a week of activities
sure to rival Engineering Week in
its originality and scope, if not its
controversy.

Darren Larsen, tHe VP Commun-
ications of the Society, says like

other undergrad organizations, the

Science Society gives students a
good vehicle for becoming involved

“in their faculty.

Larsen says the Society acts as a
liason between science students
and the various university adminis-
trative bodies, including General
Faculties Council and the Deans’

- office. The Society is also available
to provide information on all stu-
dent concerns and will act as a ref-
erral service.

Larsen says next week'’s activities - -
kicks off with a pancake breakfast
Monday morning and will feature
daily earthball competitions. Most
of the activities will take place in
Quad. '

And of Friday, the Society gets
down to real business with its
“Science is no. 1” challenge to the
rest of the campus. 2 :

Science Week will conclude on
the 28th with the Jeckyll-Jive cabaret



