
CANADIAN COURIER.

Ruthenian Greek church fiftY Miles east of Edmonton

ODne of the early thatched houses of the Ruthenian colony; buflt of spruce 1068 and rough plaster

A RUTHENIAN DAY 0F DY
When the A llertan Colony, who ten years ago were known as "Sifton's
.Sbeepskins"' Consecrated a Greek Chu rch in the Namîe of Civilization

B3y MTRIAM ELSTON

D AWN, dimn and weird, was creep in over
the Aibertan prairie; a faint,!narrow rimof liglit. Close to theeastern horizon cloudshung heavy, a mass of sombre greyuess,A]though it was littie more than three hours pastmidnight many a grey column of smoke arose fromnthe thatched houses of the Rutheniani colony, fiftymiles east of Edmonton.SMany a man, as he turned in his oxen or horsesf rom the pasture, watched the sky~ but flot withthe eagerness on miglit if he knewý that weather

.. ~ç uu~ orware in Stolici indilference.
But nly scattering rain-drops fell. At scme ofthe Ruthenian open-air inns, camp fires began tosend up their tale of smoke. People Who had comefor very long distances, and had to accept the paceof the oxen, and somne who had to tramp on footfor lnany a weary mile, had covered part of thejourney on the previotis ev-ening.

By six o'clock the traîls for many miles aroumdwere alive with people. From every point of thecompass there camne heavy wagons drawn by horses,or in, many cases by oxen, some wagons filled almostto overflowing, some holding just two or threepeople. On foot they were coming, too, groups of

no seats. The men stood on the right hand sideofthe church, the women on the left. Close to thewalls the women had laid down their infants. Thescene was full of intensely human touches. A bash-fui maiden glanced shyly at an amorous youth,whose eyes rested in admiration on her comelyface. Unconsciously lier hand stole up, andsmoothed back a wayward tress that had escapedfromi beneath her head-shawl. A young matronexamined her neighbotir's new apron with an openadmiration untrammelled by any law of etiquette.An aged woman, with dreary, hopeless face. smiled
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